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nd St. Spielers, Ballyhooers and 
Others Give Cops Overtime Duty 


b 


— 4 


Pinches mean nothing to the bur- 
fesque houses in West 42nd street. 
The minature Coney Island has be- 
come a sore spot for Capt. Aman- 
der Hayes, of the West 47th street 
station. 

Complaints have been received by 
fiim from scores of pedestrians that 
they have to walk into the road- 
way to get through the hordes that 
park themselves in front of the 
burlesque houses and ‘bargain’ 
stores on the street. 

Hayes assignea detectives Lennon 
and Schulman to clean up 42nd 
street. This takes in barkers, me- 
chanical men, beggars and derelicts, 
better known as bottle babies. 

Homeward bound theatregoers are 
eonstantly pestered with this gentry. 
Usually the victim falls for the ‘song 
and dance’ because he yields rather 
than be humiliated before his best 
girl. 

Alt Larue, 37, 437 State street, 
Brooklyn, was arrested while doing 
a robot act for Minsky’s burlesque. 
Larue did his stuff from the thea- 
tre to Broadway and back. Hence, 
the jam of curious. Magistrate 
Brandt convicted him. He received 
@ suspended sentence. 


In Costume in Court 


Lennon and Schulman bagged 
a@bout the same time, Mona Arden, 
‘48, blonde Russian barker. Mona 
@Bave her address as the Times 
Square Hotel. Arrested with her 
was Arthur England, accordian 
payer, living at 310 East 35th street. 

Both had stood outside of the 

Lyric thatre, Mona barking and she 
@an bark. Arthur was squeezing 
Ahis accordian. A large crowd gaped 
‘nd passersby had to take the road- 
Way. 
_ In court Mona was in her Russian 
Sostume and Arthur dressed like- 
wise with his accordian. They 
Pleaded guilty. The Court warned 
them to stay within the building 
lines. They promised they would. 

The Broadway and 42nd St. As- 
Sociations have urged Capt. Hayes 


to stop these nuisances, as they re- 
‘fer to it. 


Whiteside in High School 


South Bend, Ind., Nov. 16. 
Walker Whiteside plays ‘Surf’ 
with small cast and one set at the 
Central high school auditorium one 
‘might, Nov. 24. 
Oliver, local legit house, playing 
nd run pictures. 











3,000 of 12,000 German 
Players Get $37 Month 


Berlin, Nov. 7. 
aa of 12,000 actors registered 
the State Actors’ Employment 
Ne (in 1919 the Actors’ Asso- 
_ had 23,000 employed mem- 
oP a 7,000 actors are working. 
1€se 7,000 only 3,000 have an 





B’way’s Top Rent 





Top rent along Broadway 
right now is the $875,000 paid 
by the Hotel Astor for its 44th- 
45th street block front. 

Actual rental is $650,000 with 
taxes $225,000. 

Offset on rent from stores, 
concessions, etc., $300,000. 


MAUDE ADAMS DODGING 
NEW YORK’S CRITICS? 


Despite reports to that effect, in- 
formed insiders declare Maude 
Adams, starring and touring in 
‘Merchant of Venice,’ has no Broad- 


way booking set. These were 
thought in store for next year, 
around spring. It is also declared 
that it is very unlikely that Miss 
Adams will come to New York. 

Principal explanation is that it is 
felt undesirable for the show to 
chance the fact that the New York 
drama critics may land on the fact 
that Miss Adams is not properly 
cast as ‘Portia.’ This has already 
happened in one instance, with a 
Broadway show catcher going out 
of town to review Miss Adams and 
finding exactly that fault. 

Miss Adams is understood to be 
a partner with Erlanger’s in the 
current production venture, her re- 
turn to the stage after 13 years. 
As such, it is said no move is nor 
can be made in any direction with- 
out the approval first of the star. 

So far the nearest to Broadway 
booking for ‘Merchant’ is dated at 
Newark in March. It is advanced 
that this may be cancelled to avoid, 
as is expected, the New York 
bunch from ferrying across the 
river. 


Middle West Suffers 
From Shortage of Girls 


Chicago, Nov. 16. 


Where are all the women? Un- 
accountable shortage of girl acts 
around this part of the country. 
Vaude shows being sent out to the 
surrounding towns are overabund- 
ant on the male representatives but 
chary of the frail sex. Managers 
are howling for femme flesh. Girl 
dancing acts are plenty § scarce, 
while femme comediennes seem to 
have vanished altogether. 

In order to have some sort of 
femme representation on the houses 
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booked out of the local office, the 
William Morris agency is going into 
the production of girl acts. Will use | 
eight girls in a line, fronted with 
several specialty workers; all to be 
molded into a femme dance flash. 
Morris office can use such an act 
about five weeks; and at the end of 
that time will replace the — 








come of more than $37 a month, 


pals but retain the line, 


SENSATIONAL IN 
FIRST RELEASE 


——- oe 


15 Clips for One Issue— 
Speakeasy in Full Blast 
Among Others-— Matter 
of Distribution Touchy 





UNDERCOVER SCENES 





Within a week the world’s first 
tabloid newsreel will be ready for 


debut. Ten of the 15 clips scheduled | 


to be in the demonstration issue are 
complete. 

They include the most spicily sen- 
sational and Broadway undercover 
photography and comment ever pro- 
duced for the screen. 

One of Broadway’s most promi- 
nent speakeasies, unknown to over 
100 dinner clothed imbibers, is 
caught in full action. Under prom- 
ise of protection the management 
permitted his place to be properly 
lighted, although demanding at the 
same time that the camera be con- 
cealed. 

Another sensational clip deals 
with Georges Carpentier and Lita 
Gray Chaplin, This particular clip 
illustrates how the tabloid crew in- 
terviews prominents who don’t want 
to pose. It shows Carpentier being 


approached by a contact man, When 
told that a camera is grinding out 
a record in a cab on the curb, Car- 
pentier is shown darting away from 
Lita and later concealing himself 
behind an iron fence in the neigh- 
borhood, 

‘Loves of Rudy Vallee’ is the title 
of another scene. This shows what 
is declared as Vallee’s first girl, his 
first wife, his first plaintiff in a 
breach of promise suit,’ and finally 
his present wife. 

Revival 

Thaw and Nesbit are revived. As 
they were at the time of the shoot- 
ing and as they are today, consti- 
tutes the topic. 

Sinclair Lewis’ divorced wife 
showing her independence’ by 


(Continued on page 62) 





An Ambition 





Dave Apollon, the Russian 
hock dancer comedian and 
mandolin player unique, was 
given his final United States 
citizenship papers in Federal 
court, New York, last week. 

When asked by the judge 
administering the oath what 
his ambition is as a citizen, 
Apollon replied: 

‘Master of ceremonies at the 
Palace for a season,’ 
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World-Wide Gold Standard Furore 


Brings ‘49 Rush 





3 of a Kind 


Chicago, Nov. 16. 
Ralph Kettering says the 
worst three weeks in show 
business are the week before 
Christmas, Holy Week and 
Milwaukee, 
Memphis will be pleased. 














COMMUNITY SINGING 
TO HOLD UP SPIRIT 


Manchester, N. H., Nov. 16. 

The Manchester Rotary Club 
thinks it has found a new way to 
banish depression fear and create 
good will. It’s promoting commun- 
ity singing to upset the ‘common 
belief in cold, unresponsive New 
England audiences.’ 

The Rotarians got 500 ‘good 
willers’ in a hall and the rafters 
rang with vocalistics. The song 
leader, getting real chummy with 
his warblers, had them put their 
arms around each others’ shoulders 
and sway to the tune of ‘East Side, 
West Side.’ He taught them to sing 
with gestures, especially ‘Under the 
Spreading Chestnut Tree,’ when the 
people spread their arms, pointing 
to their head and chest when they 
yowled ‘chestnut.’ 

A good time was had by all. 


A Vanderbilt Agenting 
Belle Livingston’s Act 


Hollywood, Noy. 16, 

Cornelius Vanderbilt is offering 
Belle Livingston to coast operators 
as a vaude act at $400 per. Says 
Belle will quit the cowbarn at Reno 
any time she sees the contracts. 

Vanderbilt insists that he is 
handling the deal merely as a 
friendly gesture toward Belle and 
not as a dip into the agency busi- 
ness. 














CRITICS CIRCLE IN DOUBT 


No Meeting in Weeks—Garland 
Passing It All Up 








Continuance of Broadway’s re- 
cently formed Critics’ Circle appears 
to be in doubt. There has been no 
meeting for several weeks. Friday 


gatherings were postponed when 
several reviewers said it would be 
inconvenient for them to attend. 

Robert Garland, *World-Tele- 
gram’s’ critic, has refused to join 
and the others don't know what to 
do about it. Membership includes 
the other first string men on the 
dailies as well as reviewers for peri- 
odicals, - 





of Stock Peddlers 


Los Angeles, Nov. 16. 
Brought to life again by the 
world wide shortage of gold, 
stagnant mining, oil and other pres- 


the 


sure stock promoters are storming 
into Los Angeles prepared to start 
a new gold rush. 

Hoarding of the yellow metal has 
made it slightly profitable to re- 


open some of the low-grade ore 


Stock 
racketeers are hopping on this as 


their chief point in selling the 
potential wallpaper. 

Lots of chump money is con- 
centrated here, and the town is also 
the nearest to the southwest United 
States mines. Promoters are buy- 
ing up played-out mines, boosting 
the book value beyond what it’s 
worth, and manipulating the stock 
selling. 

Tipster sheets, telephone solicita- 
tion from ‘boiler rooms’ having as 
many as 50 phone salesmen, switch- 
ing and bucketshopping prevail 
among their oldtime methods. 

And it’s not proving as hard as 
it seems, because of the low market 
value of more solid stocks, 


A COLLEGE EDUCATION 
BY RADIO AND MAIL 


Denver, Nov. 16. 


For the first time a university will 
go on the air and offer credits to- 
ward a college degree to those who 
listen in and answer the questions. 
Professors from Denver University 
will broadcast over KOA a half hour 
weekly during the experimental 
period. If the plan is a success, 
more time will be allotted. 

It will be necessary for each stu- 
dent to enroll by mail, pay a fee and 
send in answers. Subjects will be 
changed every three months. Sub- 
jects taught will include languages, 
history, psychology, business Eng- 
lish, political science, short story 
writing and word studies. 

Freeman H. Talbot, KOA man- 
ager, has been working on this 
school-over-the-air plan for five 
years, 


‘Uncle Tom’ Opens and 


beds and work them again. 











Shuts House, 45 Yrs. Apart 


Waterbury, Conn., Novy. 16, 
Jacques theatre, which opened 
with ‘Uncle Tom's Cabin’ in 1886, 
closed with the same play last Sat- 
urday (14), exactly 45 years later 
to the day. 
The building will 
used as a theatre. 
Jimmie Bailey, who played the 
opening date here with the original 
Stetson company, was with the 
company which closed the house, 
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Hiram Brown, Pretty Sore, Thinks — 
Hell Fix Up Studio Mess in Hurry, 
As Hollywood Rival Bosses Clash 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

Howard Brown thinks he is go- 
ing to settle the studio mess at 
Radio pictures and be back in New 
York by Dec. 10 for the RKO board 
of directors’ meeting scheduled for 
that date. Brown. left last Sat- 
urday (14), due here Wednes- 
day (18). 

Reports from New York say 
Brown became pretty much nettled 
last week over a string of tele- 
grams he received from various 
studio near-heads who disputed 
each other’s authority. This led 
Brown to advance his day of de- 
parture, to adjust this end as 
quickly as possible, and permit the 
studio to pursue peaceful produc- 
tion. 

First jam to occur after David 
Selznick announced himself at the 
Radio studios was between Selz- 
nick and Charles Rogers. This 
was referred .to Brown, who an- 
swered for each to keep calm until 
he arrived. Another disturbance is 
said to have arisen over the talker 

(Continued on page 26) 


GIRDEN MADE HEAD OF 
WB THEATRES IN EAST 


Jules Girden, personal represen- 
tative for H. M. Warner, was offi- 
cially announced as home office 
chief of Warner Theatres on Mon- 
day (16). 

Dan Michaelove, who succeeded 
Spyros Skouras in the job, will 
henceforth contact between the 
home office and theatres and re- 
sume his real estate activities. 

Change is effective immediately. 











Hays Coming Back 





Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

Will Hays, his secretary, Earl] 
Bright, and Charles Pettijohn and 
wife leave for New York Wednes- 
day night (18) after the completion 
of business here. 

Before they leave they will hold a 
meeting here tomorrow (17), at 
which will be Adolph Zukor and 
Harry Warner, and at which indus- 
try affairs will be discussed, 


15c Low on 42d St. 


Price ‘scale of the Lyric, indie 
vaude house on 42d street, went to 
a 15c low yesterday (Monday). New 
price will run from opening to noon. 

Balance of the scale unchanged— 
25c to 6 p. m. and then 35e, 











Mary Newcomb for 3 


London, Nov. 16. 
Twickenham Film Studios have 
renewed with Mary Newcomb. 
She’ll make three pictures this 
time. 


MORAN-MACK COT $25 


In For Split of Gross Over $6,000 
in Los Angeles 


Los Angeles, Nov. 16. 











Moran and Mack got $25 to split 


for their work week 

the Million Dollar. 
Team was in for 50% 

over $6,000, with 


of Nov. 5 


no guarantee, 





Erskin at Metro? 


Chester Erskin may fall into film 
directing by the end of this week. 


Director-producer hasn't called i 
absolute yet, but is understood to b 


in line with Metro. 


If not going to Hollywood, Erksin 
will embark on a legit show within 


a short time. 


at 


of the gross 








FORCED DOWN IN SYRACUSE 


Wallace Beery and Others Had to 
Kill Entire Night in Salt City 





Syracuse, N. Y., Nov. 16. 

Flying from New York, where he 
attended the premiere of ‘The 
Champ,’ westward toward Holly- 
wood, Wallace Beery was forced 
down at the Syracuse airport on 
Thursday afternoon by poor 
weather, and spent the night here. 

With Beery in his plane were 
Alan Roscoe, in films, and Azalee 
Cecile, young actress. 


Agents Supporting 
Imported Players 


Ditched by Films 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

It’s not the studios who are sup- 
porting a group of out-of-work im- 
ports, but the agents who brought 
then across the water. Instead of 
getting 10% commission,’ these 
agents are being nicked for money 
to keep their imports from sleeping 
outside nights, and fegding them 
coffee and doughnuts. ’ 

With ne one-else to turn to, the 
imports who can’t find enough 
work to keep- going naturally go 
to the men who brought them heré 
or helped get jobs. It’s doubly tough 
on the 10 per-centers. 

Imports want to hang around 
until their visiting period in the 
United States is over in hopes of 
getting a start-in pictures. 

Agents thinking of ‘bringing’ in 
more imports are now considering 
the bankroll of the actor.’ If he 
can’t keep himself for awhile he 
doesn’t: get a call, unless the agent 
has a tight contract lined up. 


‘Girl Crazy’ as Le Baron’s 
Ist as Radio Asso. Prod. 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

Jane Murfin has been assigned to 
write the adaptation of ‘Girl Crazy,’ 
which William Le Baron will tackle 
as his first associate producer job 
for Radio. 
It will start in about 10 days. 
In the cast are Wheeler and Wool- 
sey, Eddie Quillan, Dorothy. Lee, 
Ivan Lebedeff and Ken Murray. 
Robert Armstrong, Pathe contract 
player,- has been added to Radio’s 
‘The Lost Squadron.’ It resumed 
today after having been halted by 
David Selznick about a week ago 
for story revision. 


Arliss Casts ‘God’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

Warner Bros. is casting ‘The Man 
Who Played God’. George Arliss’ 
next feature with eyerybody sitting 
on the side line while Arliss selects 
his supporting players. 

Company’s contract with the Eng- 
lish actor gives him the right to 
select all players from bits to fea- 
tured parts. 


Hard to Handle 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

Gertie Messenger, 17, Hal Roach 
commedienne, hard to handle, is out, 
her contract being settled. Dorothy 
Ward, another 17-year-old, was 
taken on to replace. 

Miss Ward has a five-year termer 
starting with $100 per week. 





























Goodman Out at Par 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 
Edward Goodman is out as a 
t | Paramount director. 
e Among the pictures Goodman 
made during his year at Par was 
‘Women Love Once.’ 





Marie Gateson at Liberty 





Hollywood, Novy. 16. 








To avoid suspicion don’t look 
for your golf ball under a | 
farmer’s cherry tree. 





MR. AND MRS. JACK NORWORTH 
130 West 44th Street 
New York 





Marie Gateson, character actress, 
brought from the east by Para- 
mount three months ago, has been 
dropped by that company. 





Toomey Going Back 
Regis Toomey returns to Holly- 





WILL MAHONEY 
in Earl Carroll “Vanities” 
The Philadelphia. “Public Ledger” 


said: “Will, Mahoney is in a class 
by himself. He won for himself 
the wholehearted appreciation of 
the audience and his Mahoneyphone 
invention awoke gales of applause.” 
Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 








Bloomer Girls Still. 
Trying to Get Home 





Los Angeles, Nov. 16. 

Jerry Bryant, one of the Ploomer 
Girls in Vincent J. Ray’s flop tour- 
ing. venture called the Hollywood 
Movie Stars’ Bloomer Girls’ Base- 
ball Club, has filed a $450 wage 
claim against Ray in San Diego. 
Claim was sent to the Los Angeles 
labor bureau for handling. Miss 
Bryant held a contract for $90 a 
month, and says she got nothing for 
five months, 


Attached to her complaint are 
five burn-up letters from fellow 
Bloomer Girls stranded in various 
parts of the country. Miss Bryant 
went to the police for help in Louis- 
ville, Ky., and Judge John Starck 
raised money in his. court to send 
her home to San Diego. 





LEFTY FLYNN’S FUTURE 


With 4th Wife Settling in Maryland 
for Farm Stuff 





Syracuse, N. Y., Nov. 16. 
Lefty Flynn, ‘former Yale foot- 
bali star and later on the screen, 
is going to settle down in Maryland, 
raising. squabs an4 chickens. 


Flynn brought his recent bride, 
the former Mrs. Paul Phipps, one 
of the famed Langhorne sisters of 
Virginia, to Syracuse last week, 
spent several days in the home city 
of his late grandparents, and was 
unrecognized until the day he and 
his wife departed eastward. 
Mrs. Phipps, a divorcee, is a sis- 
‘ter of Lady Astor, and the fourth to 
share Flynn’s name. His first wife 
was Rena Leary, Winter Garden 
dancer, who sued for divorce here 
and received a decree in 1912. 
Later, Flynn married Blanche 
Palmer of this city, who divorced 
him in 1923. ‘Viola Dana, screen, 
was his third mate. Their marriage 
ended in the courts. 





WB Buys ‘Two Seconds’ 


‘Two Seconds,’ the meller at the 
Ritz, New York, has been bought 
for pictures by Warners. Reported 
price is $30,000. 

Show has been doing around 
$7,000 weekly, fair, and about an 
even break for it. 





SAILINGS 


Nov. 18 (Paris to New York) 
Clifford Fischer (Paris). 

Nov. 17 (Paris to New York) Elek 
Ludvigh, Gus Schaeffer (Leviathan). 

Nov. 17 (New York to. Berlin) 
Richard Tauber, Vicki Baum (Eu- 
ropa). 

Nov. 13 (Capetown to London) 
Mr. and Mrs. Herschel Henlere. 
Scott Saunders, Collins and Brooks, 
Mady and Co., Jack and Betty May, 
Daly Sisters, Fiori and Chase, Fred 
Decuna, Short and Dalziel, Eva 
Benson, Peggy Salaman (Warwick 
Castle). 

Nov. 12 (Sydney to Vancouver) 
Peter Dawson (Aorangi). 

Nov. 11 (Paris to New York) John 
Gilbert, Lupe Velez (Mauretania). 

Nov. 11 (New York to London), 
Sydney Carroll (Europa). 

Nov. 6 (Capetown to London) 











wood from an eastern vacation to- 
morrow (Wednesday). 





Vera Amazar (Windsor Castle). 


FLOYD GIBBONS’ WAR 


Correspondent on Way to Manchuria 
—Going With Jap Forces 








Floyd Gibbons left New York 
Saturday (14) to report another 
war. It may be in Manchuria and 
if not lasting that long, before Gib- 
bons reaches there via Japan, the 
famous correspondent will put on 
a marathon grouch, 

In leaving New York Gibbons left 
behind 10 unflinished chapters of his 
‘interviewing series, produced by A. 
P. Waxman and Mike Mindlin for 
Pathe. The two first made, includ- 
ing the President Wilson short, will 
now wind up that series. 

Over in Manchuria, a cold spot in 
the warmest winter, China and Ja- 
pan are keeping the League of Na- 
tions on its toes, with Russia apt 
to hear of Gibbons’ sailing, keeping 
the situation alive until he arrives, 
and maybe after that. 


Mary Pickford’s Curls 
And Long Hair for Her 
Next Feature: Talker 


Mary Pickford has not yet closed 
with an unmentioned author with 
whom she is dickering for an 6rig- 
inal film story, but that she may go 
back to long-hair roles, possibly 
with the curls, is reported. So far 
Miss Pickford’s order officially lends 
a hint:of what-her next: is to be 
like, only in that she wants a story 
that will. have major child appeal. 


The veteran star is permitting her 
hair to grow, accordine-te insiders. 
It is longer than when last-in New 
York and has advanced far enough 
out of the bobbed stage to be wound 
up.with hairpins. ’ 
That Anita Loos may write the 
story is reported unofficially. 


McIntyre After Talent 
And Lead for Colman 


R. B. McIntyre, production man- 
ager for Sam Goldwyn, has arrived 
in New York to await the arrival 
of Goldwyn the end of the month. 

Expecting to remain east for two 
months or more with the Coast 
studio at a= standstill, McIntyre 
will search for talent. His princi- 
pal assignment in that direction is 
finding a leading lady for Ronald 
Colman. 

















~ Jean Harlow on Stage 


Jean Harlow has been booked for 
six weeks of vaude by Warners at 
a reported $2,500. She opens Jan. 1 
at the Mastbaum, Philadelphia, 

Miss Harlow was contracted by 
WB, for whom she has made sever- 
al talkers, through M. S. Bentham, 
New York. ' 





Roberti Finds ‘Palace’ 
On Par’s Coast Shelf 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

Lyda Roberti arrived here from 
New York Friday (13) to ‘find that 
‘Dance Palace,’ nee ‘Jazz King,’ 
Paramount’s quasi-musical, © hac 
been indefinitely shelved. Buddy 
Rogers was slated for it with David 
Burton directing. 

This makes the third musical to 
be shelved by Par, company having 
previously abandoned ‘School for 
Sweethearts’ and an original. 





AL RAY’S SHORTS 
Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

With Ford Sterling under con- 
tract Al Ray, director, is negotiat- 
ing* to obtain Slim Summerville 
fron: Universal for shorts which 
Ray will produce. independently. 
Ray will soon return to New York 
to prepare for production in the 
east. 

By producing in or near New 
York, Ray’s angle is the use of peo- 
ple from legit, vaude, etc. 


-_— > 





PEP CLUB’S DANCE 


Although the board of directors 
decided “No” on this year’s annual 
Paramount Pep Club banquet-ball, 
the Par-Publix crowd is getting a 
substitute. It will be a Thanksgiv- 
ing dance, to be held Nov, 24 at the 
Publix Annex. 

Dance and buffet lunch, only for 
Par and Pub employees, will be on 
the cuff for them. Eddie Brown 





(Par) is in charge. 


COHEN FAVORS 
UNIT SYSTEM 
FOR PAR 


_——_—__— 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

The unit system for Paramount 
production, as recommended by 
Emanuel Cohen, would relieve B. p, 
Schulberg of the responsibilities of 
handling the entire program and 
give him but 10 pictures to worry 
about as an associate producer. 

Similarly, four other producers 
would have 10 pictures under their 
wings per year. Mike Levee, hola- 
ing down a similar berth to Jos, 
Schnitzer’s on the RKO-Pathe line- 
up, would supervise all 
costs. 

These recommendations followed 


business 


Cohen’s investigation during the 
past month and prior to Adolph 


Zukor’s arrival on Friday (13). Both 
men week-ended out of town talk- 


ing over Cohen’s findings and be- 
liefs. 
Feelers are out for outstanding 


associate producers to come over to 
Paramount on the new unit system. 


Reason for Levee getting the 
financial responsibilities is that he 
would have no personal pride or 


jealousies on any one in the produc. 
tion end, but be responsible for the 
economic welfare on all Paramount 
productions. 

Zukor said today that he is here 
on his usual annual trip for a forte 
night, but expects to have an ane 
nouncement to make in 10 days. 

Zukor will probably be accom- 
panied by Cohen and B, P. Schul- 
berg on his return east. 





RADIO EXPECTS TO CUT 
FEATURE COST BY 100.6 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

Radio is cutting 12 features from 
its present program of 36 and ‘dee 
creasing the average budget ‘from 
$300,000 to $200,000. ‘Girl Crazy’ is 
one of the exceptions at $350,000. 

Only six of the 20 are yet to be 
made before May, these including 
‘Lost Squadron.’ Pathe’s 20 remain 
as scheduled, 

Probability is that Selznick will 
eliminate the present Radio writing 
staff of 11 and start from scratch 
with only a few re-engagements, 
Johnny Burch, former associate 
producer, has been appointed unit 
manager for ‘Frontier.’ 

Louis Sarecky continues 
associate producer, assigned 
‘Lost Squadron.’ 





as an 
to 





June MacCloy Marries 
Home Town Boy in Ariz. 





Toledo, Nov. 16. 

June MacCloy, Toledo film ace 
tress, was married in Yuma, Ariz., 
Wednesday (11) according to word 
received here by her mother, Mrs. 
Louis MacCloy. 

June ‘married Schuyler ‘Charles 
Schneck, IV, former Toledoan, and 
now an. orchestra leader on the 
coast. The MacCloy girl was di- 
voreed last March from Wilbur 
Guthlein,. picture representative. , 

Schenek said he and his wife met 
in Hollywood and though they both 
formerly lived here, did not know 
each other,. The pair will be, in 
Hollywood for several weeks. New 
York is their ultimate destination. 





Estelle Taylor Walks 


Newark, N. J., Nov. 16. 
Last week the audiences at Proce 
tor’s (vaude) failed to cheer Estellle 
Taylor. She became peeved and 
walked on Wednesday. Officially 
the reason was laryngitis. 
Lita Grey Chaplin substituted and 
pulled up the gross. . 








Rushing Kay Francis 
Holiywood, Nov. 16. . 
Paramount's ‘Wives Never Know, 


A 


originally titled ‘The Master Key, 
with Kay Francis and Frederic 
March as leads, has been abandoned 
because of story trouble developins: 

The studio is rushing another 
script through the works in order? 
provide another story for Miss 
Francis before she goes to the 





Warner lot under contract Jan. 1. 
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Product Shortage 
In Sight and 


A shortage of product for run 
houses over the U. S. by the first 
of the year is declared inevitable 
from present indications. 

New York City is pointed to as 
an example of a condition that 
plainly present the situation. War- 
ner-First National, Paramount and 
United Artists are most important- 
ly involved with less than enough 
product in view to go around for 
very long. RKO sits in the most 
enviable position through having 
the Mayfair as a combination run 
and first run, while WB-FN pres- 
ently are trying to support three 
runs (Hollywood, Garden and War- 
ner) as well as the Strand, weekly 
change first run. Outside of its 
own product, WB-FN have to de- 
pend on outside buys here and 
there, having no national distrib 
franchise with other companies. 
Hollywood will be in legit after 
Jan. 1. 





Worry 

Paramount and United Artists are 
fn a less serious spot in New York 
but together with the many other 
cities where not dissimilar theatre 
operating situations occur, will have 
plenty to worry about. So far this 
fall and according to present book- 
ing schedules, Par has not been 
able to find a picture of its own for 
either the Rialto or Rivoli, save 
‘Monkey Business,’ already played 
at the Riv. 

Everything UA has is being eaten 
up by the runs, with the result 
prospects for Jan. 1 are that UA 
will have only four pictures at the 
most left for release on its cur- 
rent program. These are ‘Arrow- 


*“'gmith,’ after its $2 run, ‘Greeks Had 


A Word For It’ and two Howard 
Hughes’ productions, ‘Cock O’ the 
Air’ and ‘Scarface.’ 

In keys where it does not have 
chain opposition from RKO, Loew 
and Warners, the Publix runs will 
not face as critical a condition as 
threatened in New York, Detroit 
and a few other cities. For latter 
it will have to provide a lot of Par- 
amount product to keep runs going 
or will be forced to the open mar- 
ket if expecting to keep up the 
struggle. 

The run situation is serious in 
that it forces the effect of a prod- 
uct shortage on subsequently-play- 
ing first run houses. This is caused 
by the necessity of lifting from 
first runs enough pictures to keep 
run houses continually fed with 
product, 


U’S IDLE DIRECTORS 
BECOMING A WORRY 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 
Universal’s story shortage threat- 
ens to become acute with seven of 
its contract directors walking 
around the lot minus an assign- 
ment. 


Pilots who are marking time are 
Russell Mack, Hobart Henley, Cyril 
Gardner, William Weiler, Edward 
Cann and Edward and Ernst Laem- 
mle. James Whale is assigned to 
‘Impatient Maiden,’ John: Stahl to 
“Back Street’ and Albert Kelley to 
an untitled newspaper story. 

Studio has two pictures currently 
in work: ‘Pudge,’ with Thorton 
Freeland directing, and ‘Murders in 
the Rue Morgue’ handled by Robert 
Florey. : 

Stories in preparation are ‘Steel’ 
and ‘Sons of the Legion.’ 

Every exec on the lot is reading 
Stories in hope of finding suitable 
material for purchase. With Junior 
Laemmle just returned from a three 
weeks’ battle with the flu, studio 
has only purchased one _ story, 
‘Suicide Club.’ It is expected that 
within the next two weeks young 
Laemmle_ will okay several new 
yarns in order to relieve the short- 


age, 











Alnerson-Sears West 


Eddie Alperson and 
exer 


Brad Sears, 
‘utive sales heads for Warners, 
leave for the Coast this Wednesday 
(18) to be gone three weeks. 

Both men will.visit all their west- 
ern exchanges on the way back. 
mcanwhile sitting in on a counle of 
Conferences at the Burbank studios. 


= = 


for Run Hou 
Rather Worrisome 


Oiling the Wife 








Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

To round out the idea of 
what the cold blooded execs 
from the east are up against 
when they come out here to 


check on the. studios, and 
bring the wife along: 

The first thing that gen- 
erally happens is that the 


Missus goes 100% for the sun- 
shine, it reminds her of the 
Riviera, Italy or India; then 
there’s the celebs and Malibu, 
and directors or actors at her 
husband's studio giving her 
the monocle or a I-kiss-your- 
hand-Madame routine. 

It’s tough for an easterner 
to be honest in reporting on 
his own lot. 











TIBBETT NEAR HATES 
HIMSELF—TELLS HOW! 


Toronto, Nov. 16. 

Lawrence Tibbett, s. a. baritone, 
told sobbers here he was strong for 
cowboy pictures, trains on track and 
cheese sandwiches. ‘I’m a good pic- 
ture star too,’ he admitted. ‘A man 
has to think he’s good these days. 
I know I’m good so why not say so 
publicly ?’ 

Other gems from a breezy inter- 
view: ‘No yes-man can possibly 
make a success in opera but they 
thrive and grow fat in the picture 
business.’ 


‘The authors are doing their best 
to kill my career. I haven't had a 
good story yet. ... Musical pic- 
tures are coming back. 

‘I can’t be really good without ap- 
plause. If I walk down street and 
nobody recognizes me and points 
me out I get quite angry. 

‘Oh yes I’m temperamental. But 
I am good, don’t you think?’ 


Jolson, Lily Damita and 
Cantor for U.A. Musicals 


A story with a Spanish back- 
ground for Eddie Cantor; ‘Sons 0’ 
Guns’ (musical) for Lily Damita 
and probably Al Jolson, bringing 
latter back to screen after a rather 
long absence, are on the slate for 
next spring from Sam Goldwyn. 

One or the other will be the first 
Goldwyn production to reopen the 
now closed United Artists studio, 
Hollywood. 

While nothing is set on whether 
Jolson will return to the screen iin 
a Goldwyn picture, Jos. M. Schenck 
long ago purchased ‘Sons o’ Guns,’ 
it is said, with that in mind. 














Hammons Says Young 
Not Taking Back Tiff 


E. W. Hammons brands as ‘ab- 
surd’ reports that L. A. Young is 
taking complete control of Tiffany 
on an independent basis the first of 
the year. 

By financing Tiff’s current pro- 
gram to the extent of about $2,500,- 
000, Hammons, it is understood, 
automatically came into possession 
of 51% of the stock. The Educa- 
tional head, it is also said, has no 
intention of relinquishing that con- 
trol. 





Joan Bennett Returns 


Joan Bennett was due to leave 
New York yesterday (16) for Holly- 
wood. 

Miss Bennett was in New York for 
about 10 days, having her time 
mostly taken up by one group 
headed by the A. C. Blumenthals, 
along with her sister, Barbara 
Downey, and Barbara's husband, 
Mort. 


$2,000 for Mitzi Green 


Mitzi Green will open for RKO in 
| St. Louis, Dee. 18, Entire’ Bill 
Howard time of nine weeks follows 
for Mitzi who will collect $2,000 per 
week from RKO, 

The tiny Miss Green will do a 
single, unassisted by her parents 
Keno and Green of vaude. 








Hull, Meek for Film 


Version of ‘Tomorrow’ 
Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

Two members of the legit cast of 

‘Afier Tomorrow,’ Josephine Hull 


and Donald Meek will be brought 
hero by Fox for the picture version. 
Charles Farrell has the lead. 


SOPHISTICATED 
STORIES OUT; 
HOKE FOR PAR 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

According to B. P. Schulberg, 
Paramount is going to veer off the 
sophisticate stories and go in more 
strongly for the good old hoke tales 
with a broader sales appeal. 

This is the first indication of the 
trend of the new production policy 
inaugurated by the recent shifts and 
the appointment of Emanuel Cohen 
to the production end. 


GILBERT AND VELEZ SAIL 
SUDDENLY FROM PARIS 


Paris, Nov. 16. 
Fearing a burst of unpleasant 
newspaper stuff over here, John Gil- 
bert and Lupe Velez suddenly de- 
cided to return to America, sailing 
Wednesday (11) on the ‘Maure- 
tania.’ They’d been attempting to 
hide away quietly here, but were 
located by reporters. 
Couple hopped a plane to make 
Cherbourg in time for the boat. 


Gershwin Deal Blocks 
New Tunes from ‘Crazy’ 




















Hollywood, Nov. 16. 
Radio abandoned its attempt to 


interpolate new numbers in the film 
production of ‘Girl Crazy’ after Jo- 
seph Schnitzer sought to get per- 
mission to do so from George 
Gershwin. The composer had stip- 
ulated in his contract that no ad- 
ditional songs were to go in. 

Gershwin’s only concession was 
his offer to allow melodies and 
lyrics to be used if he okayed them. 
Since he is leaving for England 
within the next fortnight, Radio 
gave up the attempt rather than 
encounter possible delay. 

Studio felt that with the show 
two seasons old and most of the 
numbers considered out-dated, some 
new notes and words should be 
added. 


‘Dishonorable’ Off Program 


‘Strictly Dishonorable,’ which was 
to have been delivered by Univer- 
sal as one of its last season's (30- 


31) pictures, will be taken off that 
contract and placed on resale as 
a result of its lifting for a $2 run 
at the Criterion, New York. U has 
this Paramount house for a total 
of four weeks at $2,500 weekly 
rental. 

Under the resale contracts, U will 
go out to get the highest possible 
terms on the talker, production cost 
of which started with $125,000 for 
the play’s rights. 











Col. May Distribute 
Rork’s Clara Bow Film 


A deal may be reached shortly 
making Columbia the distributor for 
the picture Sam Rork intends pro- 
ducing independently with Clara 
Bow as the star. Negotiations are 
under way between Rork and Col. 

Rork, now in New York, has the 
former Paramount star under a 
contract for a singleton, with op- 
tions for others. 

Story has not yet been selected 
for first, Rork currently having sev- 
eral under consideration. 

Col. recently has been made sev- 
eral offers to distribute independ- 
ently-made pictures. It has accept- 
ed J. G. Bachman’'s production ‘The 
Silent Witness’ but thus far has 
not taken ‘Thirty Days’ (Patrician 
Pictures), also submitted, 





Par Spurns Own Gag 





Paramount news refused to 
release the biggest newsreel 
laugh of the year—a Paramount 
cameraman doing a pansy in 
connection with medal award- 
ing for heroic dogs. It was 
staged by Douglas Dupont. 

The other newsreels used the 
clip, panicking audiences with 
the brief bit done by Dupont, 
who figured the Anti-Vivesec- 
tion Society ceremony needed 
gagging for the screen. 

Par is reported to have dis- 


liked Dupont’s part in the 
staging. 
While newsreel men from 


time to time have gagged up 
subjects, the pansy thing done 
by Dupont stands as the most 
notable instance of injecting 
humor by staff news men. 

The newsreels knew that the 
thing was staged but gave it 
wide release, spotting the clip 
in all issues to theatres regu- 
larly getting newsreel service. 
It instantly became the talk of 
Broadway. 











Pola Negri Looks Good 
For $3,500 Pathe Option 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 
Every indication is that Pola 
Negri will be optioned by Radio- 


Pathe for at least one more picture, 
and possibly a termer as result of 
the home-office’s approval and local 
opinion of her first for Radio, ‘A 
Woman Commands.’ Option notice 
doesn’t have to be made for 30 days 
more, as otherwise she’d go on sal- 
ary pronto, hence, the technical in- 
definiteness. 

Negri got $3,000 a week for a 
guaranteed 10 weeks on her first 
starrer, which would mean $30,000 
per pic. But she worked almost 
twice that length of time owing to 
delays, etc., so that her first brought 
her over $50,000. Her renewal op- 
tion is at $3,500 a week. 

This is quite a difference from 
the $7,000 weekly which Par paid 
her during her heyday, but Negri 
has been anxious to re-establish 
herself in talkers. 


Screen Test Studios 
As Alky Plant Mask 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

With the arraignment of Marvin 
Hart and three others, on liquor 
charges, in Federal court, it was 
revealed that the ‘Hollywood Voice 
and Screen Test Syndicate’ with a 
studio adjunct to Paramount Pic- 
tures’ Studio, masked a liquor ware- 
house for the redistilling of alcohol. 

Quartet wil be sentenced this 
week. 


Acad. Exec. Comm. 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

An executive committee to op- 
erate the Academy of MP Arts and 
Sciences between meetings of the 
board of directors has been ap- 
pointed by M. C. Levee, president. 

It consists of Conrad Nagel, 
actor; Frank Lloyd, director; Irv- 
ing G. Thalberg, producer; Nugent 
H. Slaughter, technician; and Wal- 
demar Young, writer. 

It will be the Academy’s big five 
for 1932. 


Nagel-Marsh Act Nov. 27 


Conrad Nagel assisted by Joan 
Marsh has been booked by Louis 
K, Sidney of Loew’s to open at the 
Paradise, Bronx, Nov. 27. 

Nagel-Marsh combo will play the 
entire Loew deluxe tour. 


_Meighan in ‘Cabin’ 
Hollywood, Nov. 16. 
Tom Meighan returns to Fox for 
|} another picture in December. 
He will have a part in 
) Cabin.” 


























‘First 


Oct. Grosses Even with Sept. in 
3 Main Keys, but This Oct. 5% 
Under October of Last Year 





Film biz gets its own theories as 
to the ills of show world from a sure 
vey of grosses tabulated from the 
total results of the most important 
first runs in the country’s three big- 
gest keys—New York, Chicago and 
Los Angeles—for October, 1931, 


The spotted prctures and their 
b. o. results as taken from reported 
company figures follows: 

‘Beloved Bachelor’ (Par), week of 
Oct. 17, at the New York Paramount, 
$40,000; ‘Sob Sister’ (Fox), week of 
Oct. 24, at Loew's State, Los An- 
geles, $13,500; ‘I Like Your Nerve’ 


(FN), week of Oct. 3, Warner's 
Downtown, Los Angeles, $8,000; 
‘Penrod and Sam’ (WB), week of 


Oct. 17, 6 days, at the Warner Hol- 
ly wood, $7,000. 

Figures on the combined houses 
as surveyed for the three keys give 
October, 1931, a practical standoff on 
results against September, 1931. 
October, 1931, was just about $200 
under against its predecessor month 
with $1,825,100. September, 1931, 
grossed $1,825,300. 

Compared with October, 1930, 
grosses for October, 1931, are 5% 
under. October is generally the 
push month of the film season and 
always has been higher than Sep- 
tember. 

For October, 1930, grosses in the 
three keys totaled $2,042,000. That's 
inclusive of the Monroe, Chicago, 
which since has gone subsequent 
and cannot be tabulated in the 1931 
figures. 

General Condition 


It's conjecture mostly as to how 
these figures point to general b. 0, 
conditions around the country. Esti- 
mated by experience and custom, 
they cannot be too sharply away 
from the trend shown. 

For the first time in the history 
of the Roxy its monthly gross has 
been surpassed by a competitor 
house during October, 1931. This is 
the Gapitol, which chalked up $311,- 
300, and the biggest four-week gross 
on its record for this month, against 
the Roxy’s $242,100. Capitol show- 
ing a 26% gain for October, 1931, 
over September, 1931, while the 
Roxy takes a 13.1% loss on figures 
tabulated. 

Paramount, New York, went 
8.2% under in October, 1931, as 
against September, 1931, but the 
Mayfair and the Strand show re- 
spective gains for the same period 
comparisons of 11.9% and 23.3%. 

Altogether the New York spots, 
and including the Mayfair in the 
1931 figures, rise 4% in October, 1931, 
over September, this year. Los An- 
geles gains by the same comparison 
to the extent of 5.5%, but Chicago 
shows a drop of 8.9% for October, 
1931, as against September, 1931. 

Compared to October, 1930, grosses 
the various keys in October, 1931, 
dropped under, with New York 
6.8%, Chicago 16.2% and Los An- 
geles, 10.9% below the October, 1930, 
grosses. 
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Deadlock Foreseen in Negotiations Children from 5 to 16 Form 8%, 
For Joint U.A-Col Distributi f America’s Film Attend 
or Jom - ution 0 rica s ttendance 
iat iy > 
. . . 7 7 . e 
A distribution merger between Criticism An American Comedy Completion of a national survey 
United Artists and Columbia along ‘ae ae on the subject, taking in 50 citieg 
lines that have not as yet been de- Appearing before the scenario Hollywood, Nov, 14. wae ow own Sore en attends 
termined, is in discussion between editor, a writer brought from Theodore Dreiser has_ in- a - pe maernee the oy: 
the two companies. Its purpose, the east started shoving papers structed the several agents of- slighti, pt. pe nara eneatege — 
basically, would be reflected in the off the desk in protest against fering his stories to studios not silent ‘in days. This malas ehek 
* savings to both distributors antici- pol egg . a mente See tes ee eae ne about only 8% of today’s film pa- 
7 pated through the sale and physical ‘Oh, shut up!’ snapped the come known generally. gi nn ee t 
y carriage of the product of each by scenario ed. “That place is big Dreiser wants the world to atres into ae " wusitaston Bere 
y one set of exchanges, it fs said. enough to hold anything you'll think the producers are chas- comparatively recent attempts - 
| A consolidation of the two organ- ever create. ing him. Fox and some other producers, is 
oj izations is not envisaged from re- now described as permanently aban- 
i ports. In view of that, an arrange- ? doned. The project, first of all has Edw 
| ment under which the sales force of REVERSE FORMULA FOR Man’s ambition is to travel the SAYS PAR S L. I. PLANT been found to be commercially un- 
hf one company would merchandise the same direction as the smoke of a sound. The two other reasons are banker 
bi product of the other, along with its BUILDING 300 SEATER EON, SWNTS UE Caen cut OPEN UNTIL FEB 15 that kids don’t want juvenile pic- of Inte 
Ci own, each maintaining their produc- és ee en ae eet ee ae ” tures and adults don’t wi 1 to su 
EB } ‘pina of the ways of getting to the top. ‘ A ant any “ 
ty tion independence, would amount YORK od KING part of their entertainment to be preside 
to a distinct departure in the in- New ideas on theatre construc- RKO Dir: LEE STEWART Paramount's Astoria, L. I., studio inspired by nursery rhymes. nounce 
dustry. In all other instances where | i;5n will be incorporated in the film ees will remain in operation until Feb. 12% in Suburbs for wii 
a single system of exchanges has |poyse on Broadway, between 94th Sabi ae, ee : 15 to accommodate the present The recent national survey ably fo 
marketed the programs of two pro- | ang 95th streets, which is expected schedule. Par insists there is no in-|Shows that the 38% attendance when | 
ducers, such as Warner-First Na- | to open around Jan. 1. It will be LUGS tention to call it quits on produc- | leaned on the coast should be con- pointm 
tional, a physical company com- | the 33d link in the Springer-Cocalis tion in the east. Reports last week | fined solely to houses in the down- to bec 
bination or acquisition has preceded | indie chain, and will probably be were that the plant would darken | town neighborhood class. In rural board 
that distribution move. used for foreign films. Dec. 15, shifting all Par production |Suburbs, it is pointed out by within 
The Saving Most startling deviation is that MS to California. analysts, the percentage of chil- Tink 
Purely from the economic angle, | the orchestra floor will slope down Par officials cannot square these dren is 12%, while in neighborhood is a d 
with neither company lending finan- towards the rear instead of up. reports with home office schedules sneatres in cities it hits at around He for 
cial support to the other, it is un- | Screen will be raised. that call at present for at least four 8%. ; ties C 
officially estimated that a single Other angles include tat te An instance where two pictures pictures to be turned out at Astoria Pee rag pero ad i oars mr eee ng 
sales force will mean an overhead | Screen will not be boxed in or cur-/ +5. the same producer contain | 294 additionals in mind to follow. “9 rg" wen ules figure that 80% tee of 
chop of probably $3,000,000. tained. Doors will replace the cur-| wnat the trade might regard as | Studio will operate with an average , °° “ie teatures released during the sidered 
United Artists alone is spending | tin, and the maperccinig will stand one advertising plugs and will be taken | Of one picture at a time, with some se py eee oe See pen Be 
a reported $70,000 weekly ($3,640,- | @ special structural arrange-| ja antage of through expected tie- | Overlapping naturally resulting, it ied as all-family. dency 
000) annually in maintenance of its | ™€™t- : ups for exploitation, occurs with | is said. to be a 
sales organization. To UA it is Only about 300 capacity for the ‘Arrowsmith’ and ‘Greeks Had a Studio personnel is badly upset at ‘ the tw 
presumed an arrangement whereby = with B. Schlanger the ar-| wor for It. Both are Sam Gold-| Astoria due to frequent reports Waxman Producing = 
its sales force would take over the | Chitect. wyn pictures to be distributed by | 2bout its closing, it is stressed, os 
sale and physical distribution of an- United Artists. while meantime California boosters stay ar 
other company, would be welcomed. B kli R k | ‘Arrowsmith’ has a scene pictur- | are spreading the belief that it’s im - Pathe publicity and advertising he, hir 
Presently, UA maintains a large rooKine evokes ts ing in close-up a package of Ches- | Practical to make pictures in the | department in New York is slated wmited 
distribution department to market ‘ terfield cigs plainly enough, it is east. ; : ’ to remain intact until after the sp 
a program that never runs over 15 Only Theatre Permit said, that no one can miss the label. On Nov. 23 ‘W ayward, with | first of the year. —'s 
pictures a year. As a result a sub- ? In consequence UA, through Gold- | Nancy Carroll and Richard Arlen,| A, P. Waxman, chief, is then when t 
stantial part of each film year finds Issued to Par-Publix wyn’s personal press representative | 0eS into work at Astoria, to be| planning on abandoning publicity = pe 
the UA distribution organization in- in New York, Lynn Farnol, has ap- | followed by Confession, with Clau-/| work and concentrating on produc- — 
tact but at the same time with lit- proached Chesterfield in expectation }@nd Lilyan Tashman. Edward/tion. He has a contract with Pathe sek Hy 
tle to do. ? , the cig company will do something | Sloman and Barthold Niertle, re-|for 13 Floyd Gibbons’ short sub- The | 
Compromise ' Brockline, Mase., Nov. 18. substantial to help exploit the pic- | Spectively, will direct. jects, with other shorts reported. ee 
UA i a a an Brookline is destined to continue, | ture, Two more on which dates have i with th 
ee See oe ore the best | for some time at least, as one of UA anticipates the same from the | not been set will be repeats for Car- ductior 
system of exchanges for the U. S.|the few communities in this coun- , ‘oll Colb Frederic March co- > into on 
and Canada, but whether Columbia i French Line as & result of the men- |" ao > ee aes ae Alex Moss Ad A 
ty try without a film or any other kind | tion of dle de France,’ its most im- | starring with each. A story labeled gency Whil 
will be willing under a deal to sacri- | of theatre. The Board of Select- . i aii ‘ sation’ § is terests 
: : portant ship, in ‘Greeks Had a/| ‘Sensation’ is also on the Astoria 
fice its total investment of around |men has revoked the permit it x ete but clo 
nd , P Word for It. sheet. Alex Moss, former] ublicit 
$1,500,000 tied up in its own ex-|¢ranted to Publix several months - : : , el y the fin: 
changes, is problematical. That pion io wale Giaeied bikaiene the In making the two pictures with head and later scenario chieftain ger pl: 
UA, on the other hand, would doubt- | company failed to start construc- ine ee eee ere TIFF-CRUZE SETTLEMENT cor. Comma, io aubiehing -his looks 
less be equally as reluctant to t hat the photographing of the own advertising agency. th 
qually o try tion within the time stipulated by| cigaret brand and mention of the — roug! 
to liquidate its branches in 22 cen- | the license. TR ted On—Would Call Off 3 He is opening an office to take 
steamer was important to the story | ePporte care of a nts f ll ind i 
ters, may mean that the two com-| In September the selectmen voted | in each case Films By Director SF eee oe eee Thi 
panies would compromise by a set-|that if ground was not broken by Sin the Goat Shs Guinn ties Pena Peat are Madison avenue, New York, “Tek a 
up of one exchange system that | Oct. 1 the permit would be revoked. | over given any large national ad- A settlement of the contract be- thls wees. bankin; 
would take in proportionate num-|Some sod was removed from the| vertiser a free plug. tween Tiffany and James Cruze is Clarke 
| bers of UA and Col branches. site and a time extension was authoritively said to be under way M sive att 
He In advance of discussion of a|granted. Nothing further had been ‘ ? e calling off three pictures. Cruze oon on Roxy Ads at one 
ia possible distribution get-together, |done up to Nov. 9, when the license Damaged Goods Again has just finished ‘Race Track,’| Russel Moon will succeed Edgar Clarke 
ial UA renewed its last year’s contract | was revoked. which, if a settlement is reached,|} White as general publicity and ade atep dc 
tia to distribute Col product in Great The site may be made available i sit will be his bow-out from Tiff. vertising director for the Roxy, conditic 
ie Britain, with an added contract for|to some other company. It is Hollywood, Nov. 16. ‘The Last Mile,’ play, originally} Waite going to the coast with could b 
i ; the first time to do the same for |owned by George W. Wrightman, Radio is dickering for ‘Damaged|to have been done by Cruze for] Charles Kurzman. pany. 
oe Spain. Another arrangement is re- | who had arranged with Paramount- | Goods,’ in which Richard Bennett | Tiff, is the sole property of Tiffany. Moon now in the Fox home office Two 
ported under way for UA distribu- | Publix to buy it. The delays were| was a sensation back in 1917 be-|It will now be made, from reports, | will cover the new post under Gabe and Si 
tion of Col pictures throughout | said to have been caused by changes| cause the theme of the play con-j|by Cliff Reid, independent producer, | Yorke, who is in charge of all Fox Ported 
“~ oe in the plans. cerns social diseases. in New York, for Tiffany distribut-| advertising and publicity under Schencl 
reviously reported was a dis- The selectmen also some time ago Has been done as a silent. ing. 
tribution deal between UA and/|issued a permit for a theatre le : re ees es = 
Metro. This was denied. Confer- |the Brookline Village section, but time m: 
ences over the possibility of a Coil- |no work has been started. ? 
UA distribution deal are admitted, Theatres always had been barred Walter Howey for Hear st Holds Up Dorothy Stone ° Test Clarke 
but without suggestion of a success- |in Brookline until early this year, Dorothy Stone may go pictures. Comp 
ful outcome. when the taxpayers voted in favor ‘ 9° e Universal made tests of her last when, i 
of having them located in the town, week. away, a 
the wealthiest in the United States. ‘ ar ii ston Sing ayor Thus far Miss Stone has done no of both 
$800 000 1S TIED UP IN After the favorable action in the b) ¢ieties want: ‘Mar duchanl, Chen. is ton 
3 referendum: there was a scramble Collins, is due for a B’way musical. Solidati: 
‘SCARFACE’ BY HUGHES by various theatre operating com- While 
panies to obtain permits, Boston, Nov. 16. ; Howey opposition to the Boston N. Y. toL. A changes 
‘Five Star Final’ has been ‘with-| showing will be removed, it is o Be UO bn MM. Tinker’: 
° ° held’ by Mayor James M. Curley | claimed. Regis Toomey. even if. 
Hollywood, Nov. 16. Against Tax In Columbus from showing at the Uptown and St leaked Hiram Brown. Close ti 
Howard Hughes has $800,000 tied Olympia Publix theatres, where the ae eee Seenee Weel ' Beas can’ 

: agp tg ; —_—— ° Saturday (14), but non-Hearst oo ive 
up in the gangster talker, ‘Scarface i film was scheduled to open for two] .», 7 : A. A. Van Buren. departn 
that has been returned here from Cotumbus, Nov. 26. week gegen ola ag er Arth Ly saantht 
New York for retakes. There are Two of three local newspapers Ww - Hearst papers by implication and recline daencwe € 

. 2 on ; alter Howey, in charge of the] ...),.0+. , : cur. Tl 
some 50 changes including the title. have taken up the battle against a tecal Eke daili i ‘ted di reluctant about imputing Hearst Tink 
reported involved. Present name | theatre and amusement tax in Co- — SPS Cheam oS Capers i. “~ pressure behind the Mayor’s act, so | A. to N. Y. Presi : 
scented as too openly suggestive of |'4mbus to aid the city’s needy og oem Labind the onan ee. eee Paul Stein a 
ye Se a ~t ag whe “saa an ee ee Hearst campaign against the War- Barna who is in the middle, Joan Crawford. 
annoyed, it is said throu " del a will shortly join also against e Sor Peieee: Seeree © cman were t on a ha ooo plage , ‘ 
aig doy sages pro us elays | vlan. sainst the | that the newspaper of the picture te ouses had been asked as a| Chas. Dale. Chi N 
Its script was okayed by the Hays| City council still has the m: not be shown or alluded to as a| 11°” cunts of the poottiiity ot| Nat Levine 
Otlice befere produetion aaa Hu + oh under advisement with é Py pried tab but as a standard size daily. oe re ie Pte venerated - esse i Ad 
is said to have relied upon ‘that on the subject dined re oats Some dialog deletions also were a ee SERS eee 50 Sar a coiligcaaaaaea 
angle for the production of it , week at the latest Seiten te “s pe asked, it is said. tain parts. Pat Garryn. 

Hughes conferred with Will Hays} such legislation in the hating ei Reports ‘The Transcript’ contem- City Censor John Casey said he son mee —_ 
this afternoon (Monday) on further been fruitless but the old iowa is pentes a full-page story on the ban- ood Pcapentes ‘Promulgated the Sue tieande ‘Daily 
cuts and changes to make ‘Scarface’ |in such a bad way right now that ning here, caused the mayor to right | ! Tayor s order in banning the film, ome Briskin Seay P 
commercially satisfactory. almost anything is possible = ee one permit. showing, | nt retused to discuss the case fir- Arthur Hornblow ~~ sh 

Hughes has already started re- ty a a en play the the- | ther. Al Lewis . ‘Ey ee 
shooting to tone the film down. atres originally scheduled for, with- | The two local Hearst papers, one . To wy 
KENT BACK in a fortnight without deletions or}|a tab, may have seauiiiel support parc sic ae & ] 

Sidney R. Kent is expected back | Changes. if the Mayor would put the screws Lil Dagover + Tape 

Babe Ruth Completes Shorts in New York today (Tuesday) after A foreword that most newspapers | on the picture. Hamm Beall 0 ders 
Hollywood, Nov. 16. a quick trip to San Francisco to at- | 40 not use ‘Final’s’ practices, and Legit production of ‘Final’ played Will Hays which h 

oo Ruth is finishing his three | tend the 50th wedding anniversary that no particular paper or pub-|here early in October only after Charles Pettijohn = 
niversal shorts Friday (20). of his parents Friday (13). Al! six | lisher was aimed at in the story, | Curley and Casey had ordered Wil- Sarl Bright ish be 
4 ll leave for New York the next | children were present for the first | will be inserted, liam A, Brady to make certain Sid Kent. eapeat 
y. time in years. If these corrections are made, the ' changes. Babe Ruth. - 
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FOX $2,600,000 POLI REFUND 


£. 6. Tinker Succeeding H. L. Clarke |(|NDERSEI|FRS’ |Fanchon & Marco Taking Over Publix 
_iAs Fox Film Pres—Clarke on Board: OLD GUARANTEE | Stage Show Prod Dept Placing F&M 
‘All Look Toward Loew-Fox Merger Units Into B'way-B’klyn Paramounts 























New England Chain Pledged 









































$1,500,000 Annual Profit ees 
’ ? oO 
. i r 5 + ° 

Edward Richmond Tinke " 53, Always a Team —1931 Revenue Only Billing Paramount has closed a_ deal 
panker and business man, president $400 000 D B k whereby Fanchon & Marco as- 
of Interstate Equities Corp., is likely Hollywood, Nov. 16. “ey oe RO monies icc steno welt 
to succeed Harley L. Clarke as Laurel and Hardy are teamed Paid by Return of Fox t a taok eae ck tn Wee ccalaiit, eek OC lee He nee aa 

; ; : . ered last week on the billing pletely, with F. & M. shows going 

*ox Films. Official an- up for the doctor’s once over. — : , > Das 

president of I F Hardy received second degree Bonds No Change im at the New York Paramount. into Par’s two Paramounts in New 
earner tgg aes cortnt fh oe burns on his right arm when Status of Down East Unit It placed Bing Crosby on the York and Brooklyn. Date no given. 
oe rarenetrn Gg icy imee a hast he was lighting a gas heater ar Seve — pare ue Boris Morros, former head of the 
ar ay abeunitiai of Tinker’s ap- Wednesday night (11). and her talker, ‘Once A Lady, Publix stage show division, rates 
i aeeet Wik te take. Clarks te Laurel injured his right knee GROSS 33% UNDER ’29 gap nsec tng in nee <0 GaEres ROR CreClee See 
good aie of thea ton Thursday (12) while making sae has been ae for two Publix, a position he held for sev- 

° € € > rae ; ; months, singing on the radio. ” are 4 

: : retakes for ‘Any Old Port’ at 5 eral years and which department he 
poard of directors. All to happen Roach. 7 He is holding over at the Par founded. 
within a month, maybe. New Haven, Nov. 16. this week. 

Tinker, a New Englander by birth, S. Z. Poli refunded to Fox Films In the deal Boris Petroff and Jack 
js a director of the Fox company. for the year ending Aug. 23, last, Partington, former Par stase pro- 
He formerly headed Chase Securi- $1,100,000 under his three-year an- 1 ducers, neve pir gg ha B. & M. No 
ties Corp., and was at om cine nual guarantee that Fox would spans ergs of ’ rank Cambria, whe — 
chairman of the executive commit- earn a net of at least $1,500,000 mains with Publix, future capacity 


tee of the Chase Bank. He is con- operating the former Poli Circuit. not being known. Partington and 
sidered a Clarke nominee on the This final payment by the guaran- Petroff will continue to produce the 
Fox Board. In assuming the presi- tor made a total. of $2,600,000 Poli Broadway and Brooklyn Paramount 


dency of Fox Films, Tinker looks returned to Fox in the three years stage shows, but under F. & M. 


to be a neutral choice as figured by ‘ 7 since Fox bought the Poli 20 houses auspices. Partington in going over 
the two sides, Clarke and the Chase for $18,000,000. to F. & M. also becomes the east- 
eos cies Tie te iki initiate 9 In 1929 Poli returned to Fox york ct vr that organmation for 
aor os vox ‘Pim head is one which $800,000, the circuit netting $700,000 Pe re ee ee 








he, himself, conditioned to be only that year. In 1930 the Poli refund apron age recently some on from : 
: ' it was $700,000, with the circuit net- the coast after Par gave up its F 
limited, and only until a positive ‘Age for Love,’ Howard Hughes | ting $300 000. For 1931 and th d coast headquarters, where Parting- if 
working arrangement can be had for| first starrer for Billie Dove, goes out | UO" *°9 . ae fry deer Winston-Salem, N. C., Nov. 16. som, headed tek stage pare eas 4 
the consolidation of Loew's and Fox| of the Rivoli tomorrow (18) after | fhe term Poll pPraiggy on the small-/ «ne local picture theatres will]... ce ier } R 
when Nicholas Schenck will assume | only one week’s run. Douglas Fair- est net under the Fox direction, wet octane Gay benetiee 200 the ue I nder the new deal F. & M. units iF, £ 
the head role of the combined com- | banks’ ‘Around the World’ opens the $400,000. - : R teat ts ak os now slated for the Fox, Brooklyn, Oty 
panies, if there is a consummation| following day. _Hershel Stuart is the Fox-Poli employment Relie ommittee u move over to the Brooklyn Para- i i 
of this line-up. Unidos: Astiatea. decided to. pull circuit operator. He has been guid- less they donate the proceeds of| mount. Fox, Brooklyn, may pro- i Vy 
The merger plan is for Loew's to] «age iamodiately efter Sta counting 8 the circuit since William Fox |...) day performances, it was de- duce its own shows under the Fox ae ; 
acquire the physical assets of Fox day when it did only $2,300, lowest paid the top price for the stew cided here when the churches of the banner or go vaude, same as the th 4 
with the probable outcome on pro- any ploture ever 414 at the Rivoli England chain. In the recent break- city vehemently protested against Fox spot in New Haven, when a ; 
duction being to throw all film work on its first day. Expectations are down of the Fox theatre chain in|/t,e Board of Aldermen allowing | S#ows were moved out of the latter 4 4 
into one studio. that on the first and only week pic- the east, no deal has been in con-|Urey K. Rice to stage a benefit house to the local Paramount in the i '; 
While certain outside banking in- cure will net reach 990.000 templation for the Poli end of Fox. | performance on Sunday (22) at the Yale town. 
terests not connected with Fox Film, ph eke . pes, a. Hughes It is understood upon report from | Carolina theatre. On the Top 
but close to Loew’s, may be among td parchment pe ml aaa oer New York that Harry Arthur, the} mpi. city is in the section referred | Altogether the new deal marks 


the financing principals in the mer- 


Fox general theatre manager, has /;, 1. 1. L. Mencken as “The Bible | the undoubted ascendancy of Fan- 
ger plan, the financing generally 


ee ree ae eee ee no intention of disturbing the pres- Belt.’ The church element without | chon & Marco to the topmost rung 


its first New York showing at that 


looks to be he ill e ent Fox-Poli situation. ET F i o ‘ 
oo s ows a a will com theatre. ‘Abraham Lincoln,’ which , : investigating to determine where | of stage show presentation in that 
oug ase direct. played the house one week, came Paid Off in Bonds the request for permission to stage] field. For the first time and ac- 
Long Discussed in on top of a $2 run at the Central,| It is said that in the annual ad- |a Sunday benefit performance came} tually under its own production 


This entire arrangement is one] with the agreement that it was to|justment by Poli, he returned to | from, adopted resolutions condemn-| wing, F. & M. comes to Broadway 
long discussed by Clarke and the] have a stay no longer than that. | Fox the amount ewing in the Fox|ing Sunday shows and requesting | and marking the peak of a 10-year 
banking interésts, it is said. While Several pictures have held only | bonds received by him on his own the board to disallow any Sunday | climb toward that goal. 





Clarke figured on rendering exclu- two weeks, among them ‘Kiki’ (UA), | houses when disposing of the cir- performances. The deal is on the heel of the 
sive attention to the Fox properties and ‘Newly Rich’ (Par). cuit to Fox. The bonds given to Poli Learning of action of about 20|]coming 10th anniversary of Fan- 
at one time, he later reconsidered. as part purchase price amounted |churches in regard to the Sunday| chon & Marco, which is to be ob- 
Clarke is known to have agreed to to $13,500,000, bearing interest at | show, Manager Rice withdrew his| served during January, when all 
step down from the presidency on Pala Onl H 5%, it is said. The other $4,500,000 | request and it was published the] theatres spotting Fanchon & Marco 
condition that a suitable showman ce y ouse to received by Poli in cash was fur- | same morning the resolutions ap-| shows or around that time will 
could be retained to head the com- . 9 nished through Halsey, Stuart & | peared in the papers. elaborate the event with press and 
me Net More in 3] Than Co., the then Fox theatre bankers Manager Rice was acting on be-| production activity. 


Two were considered — Schenck ’ of New York, who assumed that/half of the request of Will Hays It climaxes also almost a year’s 
ook — P ee: a In 30—$200,000 Profit amount of the Fox-Poli bond issue. | and Walter S. Gifford to raise funds | negotiation or more between the 
Schenck ~ ns a h y peat The Fox-Poli circuit’s grosses | for Unemployment Relief, but the! parties, the first agreement hap- 
accepting the ons “4 ar ean r oon are estimated to have dropped 20% | churches didn’t attempt to learn of/ pening when Publix closed with 
on a merger Prose row _ = . Se RKO’s big-time Palace on Broad-|so far this year below its grosses |this until after the offer had been|F, @ mM. for the latter's unit in 
tine merser talk be “mn along oe way is the single variety theatre in| of 1930, and 33% under the same | withdrawn. They claimed it was] around 11 of Publix’ key houses 
ieee the wasien . oie” ones Times Square that will net more| theatres’ grosses for 1929. This is | just a movement on the part of the-/ around the country. Publix had 
Clarke a 1 S aero, profit this year than it did in 1930.| said to be about the average de- atres to attempt to bring Sunday kept the Broadway and Brooklyn 

pparently agreeing. The Palace is estimated to show by/ cline, more or less, in the general | Pictures to this church-going town.| paramount under a policy of special 


Compileti 
pletion of the merger, if and| nee, 31, next, a net of $200,000, Last picture operation of the country show production for each house or 


when, is likely to be some months 
4 150,000. 
away, and maybe a year. Lawyers year the Palace netted $ during the same period. 


both si " 
of both Loew's and Fox are known| ‘The Palace under Charlie Free- SAM MORRIS SAYS NO ‘ies Pubic in behalf of whom 


eave considered means of con- | ™@n’s ee eee a the I PR D Sam Katz and Milton Feld nego- 
mang spared, mest® Of |e unas ron EARLE, PHILA, CLOSING;| PRODUCTION FOR HIM | si‘ axt 2isa.te 
gf oppo eon house since the summer. It is now 9 P “9 ? - ley aay Ae 


While other overhead personnel and Mike Marco, the agreement 
changes may be looked for with in the midst bv agg be oven MUST HAVE ST AGE SHOW looks to effect a big overhead econ- 
Tinker’s ascendency to head Fox,| C@ntor and Georgie Jessel heading Sam Morris, vice-pres and gen- |omy. That's through putting off of 














even if only temporary, high sources | * bill that is drawing twice daily eral manager of Warners, denies re- | intermediate accessory matter in 
Close to the pivot of Fox affairs | ©4Pacity. Philadelphia, Nov. 16. | ports that upon the return from the | personnel and material for stage 
can't see any occurring with the Fox Other theatres in the Square may Warner Brothers’ Earle will close| coast of Harry Warner, he will | show production. 

departments standing as is. One| net a larger amount, but none will Friday (20), and not reopen until|leave for Hollywood and _ there 























oo higher-up change may oc- increase its net of 1930, it’s said. the trouble with the musicians is | assume a production berth in the é 
. — is not precisely named. settled. It has been playing a| Warner Brothers studios. Special on Mezzanine 
eemidemes coming into the Fox WB BUYS ‘MENDEL’ straight picture policy since Labor| Morris states that he may soon f 
ney for this temporary stay Day, when the musicians went out | visit the coast but that his duties v 
(Continued on page 31) on strike, cutting out the stage] with the W , ; . , YY Nov id 
Pays $27,500 to Paramount for Talk- | onows with the Warners will remain the Syracuse, N. Y., Nov. 16. ; 
a) . Rights—Smith and Dale Hit ° same and that his interest in pro- Paramount is going in for mezza- 
Chi ‘N ) R . B&Kk er Rig The house cannot make a go with | duction will not be extended beyond | nine entertainment. 
ews ejects just straight pictures. its present scope. First attraction, current, is Calina 


Warner Bros. paid $27,500 to The Mastbaum, another Warner C. Craemer, psychologist and psycho- 


Ads Unless Like Others Paramount last week for the script | house here, is also closed for same analyst, free to femme patrons. 


of ‘Mendel, Inc..,’ which WB will use | reason. FIRST SUNDAY SHOWS Understood Craemer is giving his 
for Smith and Dale’s second talker. services in return for exploitation, 


, Chicago, Nov. 16. The team played this piece in legit. | , 7 ° Voted by Lynchburg’s Council for| figuring to cash in later. But while 
ae Daily News’ today (16) refused to Par purchased ‘Mendel’ last year Arrowsmith at $2 Gaiety Unemployment Relief at the theatre he cannot solicit pri- 
cept advertising copy from Bala-| for $17,500 with intentions of using vate consultations or peddle books. 
ban & Katz. Paper is holding out} Smith and Dale. Later it decided 
for an equal break with the Hearst} the play wouldn’t respond to talker Sam Goldwyn’'s ‘Arrowsmith,’ get- 























Lynchburg, Va., Nov. 16. 


‘Evening American,’ ti $2 d ad of Gold- All four theatres here are to be . ss 
an. treatment. The $10,000 extra in|ting a run on demand of Go s . , 
B. & K. spends about $200,000 with | Warners’ purchase price was com- | wyn, opens at the Gaiety, New York, eee ponder pray Byres yen Kent’s Direct Trip 
the ‘News’ annually, but consider- | pensation for work performed on/|Dec. 7. Goldwyn will be in New|): _- & J aad Hollywood, Nov. 16. 
ably more with the Hearst paper,| the script by Par. York for opening. é Sidney Kent did not make a stop- 


{. Which has about 500,000 circulation Smith and Dale's WB contract is It returns the Erlanger’s Gaiety| City council granted the request | over at Hollywood on his trip west 

| 8ainst about 400,000 for the ‘News.’| an optional affair on a two pictures |to the film fold. Its screen career} °f Willis Grist, Jr, Publix c. m.,/to the Golden Anniversary of his 
Newspaper’s action aroused aston- | basis for the first year. It forbids | was interrupted by one week of |}4nd Charles Roth, WB Trenton} parents in San Francisco. 

ishment here: so unlike its con-! them to continue making shorts on | ‘Peter Flies High,’ legit. It opened | manger. He left Frisco Sunday (15) by dle 
Servative policy. the outside. Nov. 9 and closed Saturday (14). Vote was 6 to 1 in favor. rect route for New York 
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Still Mystery Man in Pictur Ist Runs on Broad Holl d 
y , (Subject to Change) 
7 e ~ 
Geo Aker on Prefers Distribution Briefly rewritten extracts from Fs wien ig 4 Hollywood Bulletin, printe, 
7 S$ Week of Nov. 20 wnekig “Voriot i Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regular 
¥ Paramount — ‘Touchdown’ The Bulletin docs not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
1 (Par) (2d week). 4 wees a the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 
Still the mystery man of pictures ’ Roxy—‘Over the Hill’ (Fox). epa ment, A 
to the trade at large, George Pad, ROXY TAKES 2 METRO s Capitol—The Guardsman.’ 
gon, former secretary to Presiden Didn't Want Radio’s La Rivoli—‘Corsair’ (UA) (19). pr ae 
, 1 : P- yout for ecause he said ‘no’ to a story; with Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., in 
Hoover, is finding the distributing Seth Parker Films Strand—‘The Guilty Genera- suggestion of Hal Roach, George] Joe E. Brown’ part. bg 
arm of the industry the = ys tion’ (Col) (18). Stephens, a director, was suspended ah 
teresting. Under S. R. Kent he is Rox theatre miatiagement has Mayfair—Unknown Monday. from the studio payroll four months. 8,000 Quickie Oke sti 
devoting the majority of his — to Ronny FM can ‘Way Back Home,’ the Winter Garden — ‘Ruling eng by he looking for a girl to A me at ‘Racing Youth,’ $8. sh 
that, in addition to politics for Para- Seth Parker picture made by Radio. Voice’ (WB) (3d week). Boy riaede? ee. 8 place in the grand quickie, decided Universa} 
mount and, through co-operation | 7 ot aaa it accepted two Metro films, Hollywood — ‘Mad Genius’ . pe mcm execs it was worth a better spot on = 
with the Hays’ office, for the indus- first of that company’s to play the (WB) (5th week). cr the program, . So back for 400 feet 4 ‘we 
try in general. Fox acer. Pictures include Law- Rialto—‘Around. the World étaie ps shee halal ee ~ th 
At present Akerson is an impor-| ice Tibbett’s ‘Cuban Love Song’|! in 80 Mins.’ (UA) (18). it the studios will not play Santa tel 
tant picture factor in pepe eo and the synced version of ‘The Big Broadway — ‘The Deceiver’ Pte ts naehinanae hs po Frey — —— be Ra ne and a 
with the aagey relief unem Parade.’ Latter not booked, but (Col) (21). chatter writers this year. The no] for Leon Waycoff. That's his bille i 
ployment drive. Fox people have taken an option on gift stand was taken last year, and | ing for ‘Murders in the Rue Mor ° py 
To date Akerson has been with the revived film for Roxy booking. Week Nov. 27 this year there's even more re- ; y + ane th 
Paramount seven months. In that) pictures bought to fill up book- 3 P trenchment going on. ss co 
time he has acted officially for};,. pans in Roxy schedule left by Paramount—‘Rich Man’s Fol- Usual pre-Christmas honey inh BP ye Dag sig Fg due to start for po 
Parmount and unofficially for the|;\caequate supply of Fox films.|| ly’_(Par) (25). print may be eliminated, but the ee egy Tahara o'te direct another , 
entire industry in public relations! Diner may play the house during Capitol—‘Possessed’ (Metro). ee still must have stories after | “ ; 
and political work, mostly through | ,, b ith ‘Cuban Love Song’ Rivoli—‘Corsair (UA) (2d ec, 25. Downtown theatres are lar 
: ’ : ecember, with ‘Cuban Lo song “ also going to pass up the reviewers Everybody Red h 
the Hays’ organization. Meanwhile besides also going into the Fox, week). = this year. A Woman's press club tha to Mre yey 
he has also delved far beneath the] prooklyn. Roxy—‘Over the Hill’ (Fox) Dolly Gann didn’t come off. The uae 
surface on distribution. ‘ Radio had offered to supply a (2d week). 5 ae 3 Sam Cosloy is trying vaude, woman supposed to be Mrs. Gann a 
Quartered in a large office next tO| .tase show of several radio stars Strand—‘Local Boy Makes opening Thursday (19) with a 16-| Who accepted turned out to be a 
Kent, Akerson has made a much/¢, the Roxy to go with ‘Way Back Good’ (FN) (25). man band at the RKO Hillstreet | PUblisher’s wife. : 
more comprehensive study of dis- Home,’ but the names didn’t look Winter Garden — ‘Ruling reread to an RKO _ route. U's Wild Cycl by 
“4ibuti that he has of any other ople. Voice’ (WB) (4th week). Songwriter-band leader was re- Ms ' ycle an 
tribution eatteehiats. hide so hearty to the Fox peop e alr ) ¢ a cently at the Roosevelt hotel. Universal's current addition to its vo 
phase of pictures. Pro , Rialto—‘Around the World horror repertory is ‘Suicide Club,’ | 
atre operation and the foreign field (UA) (24 week) age 4 _is ‘Su , , ev! 
. : beater y Robert Louis Stevenson. Studio’s 
have been looked into but merely 0 Cecil DeMille is bringing home] )ic¢ aiready had “toe agg i the 
NEW HO Valentine Kataev to write a Soviet |” Dee eee eee, Seem thi 
from the surface. $2 Pictures film story for the producer, Last | “@4 Seneral grewsomeness. the 
In Washington AT PARK AVE AND 4OND in Cairo, DeMille returns i 
‘The Champ’ (Metro) (Astor) , "oe Lyon for Williams ha: 
The former Hoover secretary dur- ° om (2a week). month, Ben Lyon was picked by RKO< sa) 
ing the past few weeks has been ‘Strictly Dishonorable’ (U) M Pathe to fill the role in ‘A Lady the 
snowed under with detail on the) |, 141 theatre seating 1,200 is to|| (criterion) (24 week). stro Plot Jobe with a Past’ vacated by death of va’ 
unemployment relief drive. He i , ais ‘fe New writing assignments at] Robert Williams. Script is being ; 
> ‘ , | be contained in the bulding replac Arrowsmith’ (UA) (Gaiety) Met have Det - a fi i 
slipped down to Washington last ing the former Hotel Belmont at (7) eet at Tt nf hv lg ~ al hana cata diaedamenc chi 
week to have lunch with the Presi-| pS" is ana 42nd street, New _ aS On Saaptation o¢ “Are You . 17, 
dent for further discussion of the ark a , “ Listenin ? J. P. McEvoy’s radio A 15-months radio contract was ott 
i d the part the screen’s York. It is being negotiated for by Foreign Films yarn in ‘Collier’s’; Richard Sharpe | handed to Harold Roberts and his 
campaign an Pp Loew’s, from accounts. It could re- , . on an original for Buster Keaton,| U. S. C. band to broadcast four tu 
to play in it. place Loew’s old Murray Hill the- Speckled Hen’ (British) and engagement of F. Scott Fitz- | times weekly over KHJ on a com- ! 
Through the Par exchanges, atre, a block farther east on 42nd. (Warner) (3d week). gerald to dialog and adapt ‘A Red|mercial. Gay Seabrook and Emer- day 
Akerson is directing local drives for The new theatre will have an en- ‘Operndoute’ (Greenbaum- Headed Woman.’ son Treacy, from legit, replace the mo 
next week (18-25) when the picture| +3406 on Park avenue, though an|| Emelka) (German) (Little Car- ee and Sally’ disc over KFWB, S. 
houses of the country will each Giheet wait: be: nas ts ineeet & wees negie) (3d week). ‘House of Troon’ has been shelved starting today. lav 
give a free or benefit performance] box office path into the plans ‘Kaiserliebchen’ (Fox-Atlan- ~ a — is looking Redic’s Tal H 6 p 
for the fund. from the 42nd street side. tis) (German) (Tobis-Van- ay eT eee Radio’ yy Hy os ant to, it rial 
It has been proposed that the the- ine : ; derbilt (24 week) ee: Sees SNoy CS PP. eh Ae tra 
William Ziegler, jr., is doing the 7 . . Miss Poland’s Eye talent aggregation is the signing of 
atres now closed be reopened mere- | 1 aging ‘Liebeslied”’ (Superfilm). Pee ontigg John Barrymore to start in one. 
ly for the unemployment benefit, (German) (Europa) (18). Sofosja Batycha, ‘Miss Poland’ | jagie Quillan’s addition to the 
but it is declared doubtful whether : ‘Schlacht von Bademuende’ ew gharorinnt ee Se ee Wheeler-Woolsey-Dorothy Lee as- {¢ LI 
this — well = sc Be prot Eastman S Washington (Ufa) (German) (Ufa-Cosmo- made Sima abe hea Lae Lance yar gods Crazy’ is another 
is confined to theatres P politan) (20). representing her here, ; 
and receiving regular service. ° . ‘Cosi e la Vita’ (Thalia) 
all sprain gids Reed “eg Film in Four Reels (Italian) (Belmont) (23). Charlie Marshall is the aerial 
will go to y photog on Larry Darmour’s ‘Air ' 
{ lief in the respective localities. Eagles.’ Phillip R. Whitman di- MORE GENTEEL 
While most of the shows will be} The Teaching Film Dept. of East- H Arth St W recting and Shirley Grey in femme filr 
Hl midnight performances Thanksgiv- | ™an is preparing the production ofa arry ur arts est lead. led 
Ah. ing eve, in the six-day towns it has| Picture on George Washington to be Pal 
i been suggested the majority of ex-| released next year in line with the Al Lewis East Mc 
i tra shows be given on Sunday. Washington 150th anniversary. Harry Arthur left Sunday (8) for| Al Lewis is New York bound as ty 
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Teaching Film department, which| make inspection of various Fox Ayres-Sidney Trade dus 
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centers its activities at Rochester, | theaatre keys en route. Temporary trade of Lew Ayres or¢ 
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yet. y A stay of some days in Kansas |} tween Universal and Paramount. | being handed ‘Five Star Final’ by 
flat rental, not only to theatres but | cj ill be mad investigate the > . ree 
ty will be made to investig U wants Sidney for ‘Impatient | Hearst papers. “ 
Detroit, Nov. 16. also educational institutions. recent labor disorders in that spot Maiden.’ Two have been stopped already. H 
Notice is up for the closing of the} ‘Teaching Film division of East-| as affecting Fox. This latter move They are ‘Hot News,’ by Edward se 
— ag soma “oy a ag oe man produces visual education | is by agreement with William'Cana- Louis Lewyn is going for feature | Dean Sullivan, gang yarn writer, ae 
een a loser for Publix for > seb films as well as industrials. van, stage union chief, pictures, making three with Leon | at Metro, and a story based on the I 
two years with a rental of $2, Janney, with first starting Dec. 10.| passing of the New York ‘World’ che 
“Se 1 ch in policy have Tewyn makes the ‘Voice of Holly- | at Paramount. Louis Weitzenkorn, pene 
ee eee ee. eee, e — author of ‘Five Star Final,’ and ic 
been used including cutting the top Henry Michelson, both former pic 
to 50c, and some two for oneing. 0 ore en ro lc _Only five film cutters are left at ‘World’ men, were on this story. etc 
This makes three downtown Universal from an average of 15 to Feeling around city rooms that C 
houses that are costing Publix rental se Rey pe A deaiaaiancammanea st studios might be hopping on news- che 
and no return. Adams and Madison S d M ; men of the sensational t to take yea 
ype to t 
have been dark for over a year. a ana er, 4,000 Deaf Mutes See End > * the 
Publix holds options on both the ya Su ] in 3 Months . i Lewis Settlement : ee pupal + ety ‘a hn pet tow 
latter houses but has expressed its pply FI rn OM eR veyed to studios. Wise heads on pro 
intention not to renew that Adams presented Mary Lewis in settle- | the lots want to stop the press’ 
lease. It expires in Feb., next. The Chicago, Nov. 16. to make itself felt by the deaf-and- | ™ent of her suit for $22,500 on a | stories before it reacts against them. Cc 
Madison is owned by Kunsky- , reneged one-picture contract. Stu- Some studios which were prepar- 
Chi deaf and dumb d| dumb guy being paged. 
Trendle, former owners of the local cagos and cum). crow House itself is peculiarly special- | 2°, 44 intimated that Miss Lewis | ing stories for what was an immin- 
Publix houses. Its lease expires| 1s worried; worried because the] 104 4) sts clientele Its Business is me —— drunk, saying the in- | ent newspaper cycle are making the 
next Aug. town’s one and only silent house} contrary to all the recognized rules te el ge ge what it! news characters more genteel, and 
State theatre lease has 30 years to S 5 & reliable source. ft peddali he hoodlum phases NV 
y may be forced against its will into} of show business. Its poorest busi- soft peddaling the hoodlum Pp nar wis 
sa sound due to the increasing scarcity] ess Is on Saturdays, Sundays and Par’s French Troupe vB he ype yo nortg rai tior 
of silent product. From the current holidays. Its afternoon and early| Robert Kane is assembling a PP PEERED puere view. pro 
; morning trade is better than the|troupe at Joinville for import to - ex 
Shorts on Par S Coast drop in availability of silent flicker, night biz. Spotted down in the| Hollywood for Paramount Wrench — 
ne the La Salle will have to desert the| heart of the financial and legal sec- | Versions. To be Gallicized are ‘One NO ROXY HOUSE HEAD h 
Lot Near Possibility no-hear mob in about three months.| tion of the loop, this theatre's trade pony Pots B ie ,and ‘Grand Duchess | - ’ yr: 
La Salle theatre has been cater- = gee od Peco mag the DUE UNTIL NEW YEAR’S of 
grap of regular usiness office - 
ing regularly to about 4,000 deaf- hours. This theatre ié the first to Eddie Tamblyn and Allen Wood, Clir 
. dance tea *} 2 ©’ | 
Production “ar aun nae and-dumb customers weekly. Each| open in the morning, at 8:30, and Revue,’ waieea eter << aegumpent Edgar Waite, director of pube ¢ Pt 
' a week-end finds ’em crowding down] does excellent bustling until 5:30,|/over $145 claimed for one-night | ,;.; . tisi he Roxy p> 
mount’s coast studio will be dis-| ;°\ thi \- h when trade slumps stands licity and advertising at the . alse 
cussed at conferences this week be- | ("t° this unique 750-seat loop house. ‘ . ‘ ; will be associated with Charles cluc 
tween execs and Larry Kent, who| *°¥@! Christiansen, operator of the] In order to grind out 11 shows K , the latter heads Vi 
abeveds ta & tow Gave 5 a uted spot, reports that he receives daily | daily Christiansen has his pictures Harry Templeton, first member of ae ae = 1 aachind agency her 
of Par’s Ptr quest es meninenh phone calls from the various deaf-| running at record speed. Equip-| USC's motion picture class to go ace _— _ ‘ °C 
Same chests or of "1 h by | 2nd-dumb societies requesting the| ment is geared to rush film at rate into real pictures, is about through | business. ; irector of ' 
Perce € produced here by! name of the flicker current, and| of 130 feet a minute, compared with with school. Paramount used him Kurzman, managing direc ite, der 
ndies for Par release, but none have these societies post the name of the| Tegular sound-film rate of 90 fect in Touchdown and re-engaged him|the Roxy, accompanied by wong: Wu 
been made on the Par lot. film on the club bulletin boards. per minute. As soon as the speed | ‘°F Second Chances, eer hg es poco prog —ntaguende Ere 
, . Strange to tell is that the deaf-| of film drops to 110 feet a minute, ni Rea pnp eeieatagrally 
Schlesinger Suit Settled and-dumb mob is the nosiest bunch | Christiansen sends the projectors to nt op anny of | have selected no successor to Barty aoe 
Newark, N. J., Nov. 16. |in the theatre; they shuffle and| the overhauler for new parts. Be-| writers, eight of them. Norman|™2" as yet, with the proba until aon 
Gus Schlesinger’s suit against |twist and kick their feet about;| sides the speed of projection, the| Huston, let out in the first batch,|that none will be chosen a 
Warner Brothers has been settled | bang chairs and doors. They can’t| show is calculated down into hailf-| was re-hired to adapt ‘Turn to the |after New Year's. , ture a 
out of court. No details. realize that they’re making a racket.| minutes in erder to squeeze the| Right. New outs: Cyril Hume, Gil-| Upon Harry Arthur's om anety in 4 wane 
Report recently in ‘Variety’ the | Another noise-maker is their con-| turnovers into a regular day. Sakae eT Erte an Measeaeet | west, ‘Charies Cabellero will be © pot 
court had decided Schlesinger could | stant sharp slap of hands when| It's with plenty weeping that the|Toraine Weiler, Byron Morgan, | charge of the east on the Fox aw pon 
not attach the Warner houses here! they’re in a group. The sharp slap] house is going sound, and will hold . . atre end, likely detailing much Ww 
was erroneous. The court had made | is to attract the attention of a pal. out against talkers as long as physi- Warners will make a French ver- |hi8S overheaa supervision oP © oa 
no decision at that time Hand swat gives enough vibration! cally possible. sion of ‘Local Boy Makes Good,’! Roxy. care 
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No Crimes Committed Because of 


Sunday Shows 





Manchester, N. H., Nov. 16. 

Blue-nose opponents of Sunday 
shows throughout New Hampshire 
still are trying to recover from the 
shock of seeing the theatres open 
for their first Sabbath shows a 
week ago. And they have discovered 
they were flat failures as fortune 
tellers. Predictions that Sunday 
shows would be accompanied by a 
reign of crime, the breaking down of 
the morale of the state’s youth and 


collapse of the churches were noth- 
ing but the usual bunk. 


Only two of the six New Eng- 
Jand states now prohibit Sunday 
shows—Vermont and Maine—dear 
old sanctimonious Maine, where a 
gentleman of the cloth has been ar- 
rested and accused of bootlegging. 

The approval given Sunday shows 
by the New Hampshire Legislature, 
and also earlier this month by the 
voters of municipalities is concrete 
evidence of the steady weakening of 
the rigid New England blue laws 
that have dated from the reign of 
the Puritans. Massachusetts sstill 
has some Sunday show rules that 
savor of imposition; for instance, 
the banning of dancers in Sunday 
vaude shows. 

The vote of the people in Man- 
chester on the Sunday shows was 
17,689 for and 2,791 opposed. An- 
other large majority was also re- 
turned in Concord. 

In Manchester, at the first Sun- 
day film shows in the city’s history, 
most of the eight theatres were 
S.R.O. for both performances. The 
law permits the houses to open at 
6 p.m. The shows not only brought 
out thousands of residents, but at- 
tracted throngs from other places. 


LEGIT MEN ASK PROBE 
ON NEW FILM FIRM 


‘Requests for information from 
film authorities by legit producers 
led to an inquiry involving a com- 
pany calling itself Local Talking 
Motion Picture Co. A sales talk to 
musical comedy producers has been 
to donate two hit numbers for 2 
picture. Local announces under the 
title of ‘The Hit of Hits.’ 

Assurance is being given the pro- 
ducers that millions of people who 
ordinarily wouldn’t be included in 
the box office will have a chance to 
react the publicity way toward 
“Hits.” Nothing is mentioned about 
distribution of the picture or what 
part the legit producer will cut in 
from such receipts. 

In the small towns commerce 
chambers are approached for an ap- 
Propriation on the strength of the 
picture being taken locally, stores, 
etc., with an all-local cast. 

One such company attempted the 
chamber approach in Hollywood five 
years ago and succeeded in getting 
the commerce body in a nearby 
town to go for it. After that the 
Proposition folded. 











Cowan, Academy’s New 
Head, East for Talks 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

Many new mechanical changes 
Suggested by the Academy of Mo- 
tion Picture Arts and Sciences for 
Producers and exhibitors will be 
explained to various theatre cir- 
cuits by Lester Cowan, who’ left 
here for a month’s stay in the east. 

Cowan is the new executive head 
of the Academy, succeeding Dr. 
Clinton Wunder. He will hold con- 
fabs on a new standard camera, 
aperture, screen size, etc. He will 
also visit various laboratories, in- 
cluding Eastman Kodak, R. C. A., 
Victor, Bell & Howell, and Tele- 
Vision, 

Cowan was named in Dr. Wun- 
der’s place last Wednesday (11). 
Wunder, an ordained Baptist min- 
ister, will become a co-leader with 
Ernest Holmes, its founder, of the 
Institute of Religious Science and 
Philosphy in this city. He had been 
a rabid anti-films’ speaker until Will 
Hays showed him the light, and he 
changed to the opposite side. He 
Will also become editor of the In- 
Stitute’s organ, ‘Science of Mind, 
Starting Dec. 1. 

Wunder, essentially a spell-binder 


wanted to resume his speaking 
Career, 


4 


in New Hampshire 


Judgments 


Henry Burbig; W. S. Orton; 
$156. 

Movieland News, Inc., and 
George W. Pressier; Isaac Gold- 
man Co.; $8,265. 

Catherine M. Shubert; L. S. 
Berkson; $375. 

Shubert Theatrical Corp.; 
Karcezag Pub. Co., Inc.; $3,672. 

Robbitskin, Inc. and Sigourney 
Thayer; L. Harding; $1,049. 

Sam Shannon, Inc. and Joe 
W. Wyte; Bethlehem Proper- 
ties, Inc.; $266. 

Sam Shannon, Inc., and Jac 
W. Wyte; Bethlehem Proper- 
ties, Inc.; $270. 

















Travelog by New Co. at 
Criterion, Two Shows 


Daily at $1 Top Scale 


‘Explorers of the World,’ travelog, 
Supposed to be formed by combin- 
ing five expedition-taken films, plus 
a map talk by another explorer, 
opens at the Criterion, New York, 
Dec. 14 for four weeks. Raspin Pro- 
ductions, new, is behind the film. It 
will play twice daily at $1 top. 

Edwin Raschbaum and Sidney 
Pink head Raspin. Both are new 
to show biz. 

Five explorers are supposed to 
have sold films taken on trips by 
them outright to the new firm, with 
one, Harold MacCrackscen, confirm- 
ing this. Other globe trotters in- 
volved are James Clark, of Ameri- 
can Museum of Natural History, 
Harold Noice, Lt. Commander 
James Stenhouse, Gene Lamb. 
Lawrence M. Gould, with the Pyrd 
Antarctic Expedition, is also shown, 
map talking, but giving none of the 
Byrd film, controlled by Paramount. 

No Stock Sold 

Criterion run is declared to be on 
a straight rental basis. Raspin 
hopes to roadshow its film, which 
takes about two hours to unwind. 

-Raschbaum and Pink are also in- 
terested in a patented window dis- 
play machine. Raspin was formed 
in May, 1931. Prior to that time its 
organizers spent, according to one 
of them, over a year in lining up 
this proposition, with private capital 
involved. 

It is declared no stock has been 
sold publicly. This apparently may 
happen next year when it is de- 
clared the co. will be able to finance 
several new expeditions. 


Film Salesmen’s Ball 
At Plaza $25, Double 


The ‘ilm salesmen are going 
class, -refusing to be the under dog 
any longer, by insisting that this 
season’s annual ball will be held at 
nothing less than the Hotel Plaza, 
New York. 

It’s to be New Year’s eve. Wives 
and girl friends will be welcome, as 
well as any exhib~ who would dare 
mingle with so many salesmen at 
one time. 

Ducats will be $25 a pair. 

Arthur Greenblatt, New York 
exchange manager for Educational, 
is chairman on arrangements. 

















Jr. Fox House Organ 





Syracuse, N. Y. 

Fox Theatres having killed “The 
Last Word,’ house organ, the New 
York State division of Fox houses, 
with headquarters here, is replac- 
ing it with its own organ, “The 
Last Word, Jr.” New sheet, weekly, 
for the present, will be a one page 
affair concentrating upon unusual 
campaigns. 

Gus W. Lampe, of the Eckel, is 
editor, with H. E. Thompson, and 
Katharine Cuff as associates. 


HOLDERS FIGHT 
RKO BOND PLAN 


RKO made known its recapitali- 
zation plan last week, and within a 


few hours of publication, minority 
stockholders had put in motion a 
program of opposition, with Emer- 
son & Sperling, attorneys, as their 
spokesmen. 

Counsel stated that if RCA had 
stock control to carry the financial 
plan through, the minority might 
appeal to the courts for relief. Law- 
yers characterized the RKO plan as 
‘an involuntary assessment of $5 a 
share, with the alternative of loss 
of three-quarters of the stockhold- 
er’s equity.’ 

Financing plan is set forth in a 
letter to stockholders who will be 
asked to ratify it at a meeting Dec. 
10. 

It calls for raising $11,600,000 by 
means of a debenture issue, stock- 
holders being invited to subscribe 
for $5 principal amount of bonds for 
each share of stock held. Outstand- 
ing stock is to be reduced by ex- 
change of four old for one new, but 
each subscriber to $5 of new bonds 
will receive % of a share of new 
common stock. 

Thus holder of 100 old shares will 
either pay $500 for bonds and re- 
ceive therewith 75 shares of new 
stock and 25 shares for stock ex- 
change, or will find himself holding 
only 25 shares on the exchange of 
his original 100. Radio Corp. of 
America will take up all stock and 
bonds not subscribed to by stock- 
holders, so that, assuming that the 
majority stockholders reject the 
privilege, control will go to RCA. 

In addition, Radio will receive 
125,000 new shares in exchange for 
the 500,000 shares of B stock it has 
held since the organization of the 
present RKO concern. 

Rights to subscribe to the new 
bonds accrue to holders of record 
as of Nov. 23, stock changing hands 
thereafter being subject only to the 
75% reduction. 

Status of the old Orpheum pre- 
ferred and of the Keith perferred 
is not made clear in the company’s 
statement and the old Keith bonds 
are not mentioned in the new plan. 
Chicago and Coast interests are un+ 
derstood to hold substantial 
amounts of all these securities and 
their course in the development is 
the subject of speculation. The two 
senior issues have an option of con- 
version into RKO, at the rate of 2 
for 1 for Orpheum preferred and 3 
for 1 for the Keith preferred. 











Sam Briskin’s Stomach 
Hollywood, Nov. 16. 
Sam Briskin made a double head- 
er of his visit to the coast. 
He spent the four weeks looking 
over plays and having his stomach 
pepped up by Dr. Evan Evans, 





Orpheum Bondholders and Keith's 
Stockholders Worried in Chicago 





Chicago, Nov. 16. 

A local group of heavy investors 
in Orpheum Circuit bonds and 
Keith’s preferred Keith-Albee-Or- 
pheum preferred stocks, all now as- 
sumed by RKO, is reported worried 
to the extent that it is said a meet- 
ing has been called in New York by 
Wednesday (18) to discuss the RKO 
situation. 

Largest investors, the account 
says, are in the Orpheum’s bonds. 
The last interest on those bonds 
was defaulted, with quotations hav- 
ing dropped from above $90 to under 
$10. Orpheum bonds bear an an- 








nual 8% interest rate. 


Announcement of the contem- 
plated refinancing plan of RKO last 
week has brought forth plenty of 
comment in New York, some of it 
antagonistic to the proposal. Coun- 
sel for announced minority stock- 
holders gave out a statement to the 
effect that the outcome of the RKO 
stockholders meeting Dec. 10, to 
ratify the plan, would be awaited 
before a decision would be reached 
by their clients. 

One large creditor of RKO is re- 
ported concerned over the RKO 
statement in a letter to its stock- 
holders that the financing plan was 
the alternative to a receivership for 
the company. 








RKO Jam Brings Dumping of RCA, 
Both Hit New Bear Market Lows: 


Loew Resists, 





Yesterday’s Prices 





Net 


Sales. High. Low. Close.ch’g. 
500 Cons. F... 13% 13 18% + % 
6,200 East. K...107% 105% 105% —1'e 
2,100 Fox ...... 6% 6% 6%—% 
3,100 Gen. Th.. 1% 1% 1%—% 
4,700 Loew .... 40% 39 39 —% 
160 Orph pf.. 7% 7 7% — % 
7,200 Par. P... 15 14% 14% — % 
1,200 Pathe .... % % 

S00 Oe.. Assocs: 2 3 3 +% 
65,400 RCA ..... 10% 8 8% —1%4 
47,500 RKO ..... 3% 2% 2%—% 

300 Shub. .... % % %—% 
ris £ : oe 5% «5 5 —% 

CURB 


700 Fox The... 1% 1 1 
1,500 Gen. T pf. 1% 1% 1% 


500 Tech. .... 3% 3% 3% — % 
700 Trans-L.. 2% 2% 2%-—% 
BONDS* 
$19,000 Gen. The. 10% 10% 10% — % 
10,000 Keith .... 51 50 50 —1 
3,000 Pathe ... 79 73 73 -35 
2,000 Shub. .... 4 4 4 
4.000 WE cccces 42% 42 4216 


* Sales and prices to 2:10 p. m. 


Stampede of Coast Trade 
Rags Brings Rash Stuff 


Los Angeles, Nov. 16. 
As Widney-Woody agency, Arch 
Woody, former ad solicitor on ‘In- 
side Facts,’ is promoting an anony- 
mous trade paper. Woody has been 
writing former ‘Facts’ representa- 


tives to ‘tell people anything’ to so- 
licit advertising for an early De- 
cember issue. 

Jack Josephs, for seven years 
editor-publisher of ‘Facts,’ which is 
now defunct, is now doing some 
work for Harry Burns’ ‘Hollywood 
Filmograph,’ another trade weekly, 
which has been complaining of 
anemia through too much local 
trade-paper competition. 

If the trade dailies keep on, there 
will be one for every day in the 
week in Hollywood. 

Printers-to-publishers are now 
wise to this abnormal coverage of 
Hollywood by trade papers and say 
they are first investigating any new 
publication as to its chances for ex- 
istence after the initial ‘compli- 
mentary advertising’ ballyhoo, 

Latest, ‘Ungar’s Daily,’ died 
aborning with Arthur Unger or- 
dered to take a rest by his doctor. 


MERGED DEPTS. LEFT 
AT PATHE OLD OFFICE 


In the Pathe building on West 
45th street remain the departments 
of the recently merged Radio-Pic- 
tures-Pathe companies that have 
not removed to the Bond building, 
where the rest of the RP-P depts 
are located. The Pathe building is 
under lease for about 10 more years, 
with considerable empty space there 
from reports, while the picture com- 
pany pays rent in the Bond build- 
ing. The former Pathe sales de- 
partment is now located on the 16th 
floor of the Bond building. 

At Pathe’s are the foreign, ac- 
counting, research and exchange 
operation depts. 

Pathe News, a separate corpora- 
tion, is remaining in the Pathe 
building. 

Lee Marcus has moved his office 
to the Bond building, also on the 
top floor. 


SHOPPING DAYS TO 
DRAW SUBURBANITES 


Birmingham, Nov. 16. 

Shopping days are getting to be 
quite popular in the South as a 
means of getting people into town 
to spend their nickels and dimes. 
The one held at Nashville last week, 
known as ‘Nashville Day,’ had free 
street car service, free parking, free 
hotels and reduced bus fares from 
out of town, which attracted shop- 
pers by the thousands. 

Several weeks ago Birmingham 
pulled the same stunt. The depart- 
ment stores did more basiness in 


























week, Theatres in Birmingham 
were pretty well packed with shop- 
pers after they were through shop- 
ping 


one day than they ordinarily do ina | week. 





but Par Gives Way 


RCA, General Electr’s and West- 
inghouse, following 
of the new RKO 
persistently offered yesterday and 
RCA broke to a new bear market 


bottom at 85%. Market authorities 
seem agreed that the situation in 
RKO is largely responsible for the 
market weakness of both the elec- 
trics. Westinghouse was off more 
than 4 points, dropping below 40 for 
the first time since the early Octo- 
ber crash. 

The RKO capital reorganization 
scheme touched off a depth bomb ali 
around, throwing all the amuse- 
ments under a shadow. Warner 
Bros. ruled at 5 flat, lowest it has 
touched since June and below its 
bottom of October 5, while even 
Shubert broke to a new all time low. 

Paramount did not stand up very 
well, although its losses were 
minor, and Loew gave a good ac- 
count of itself considering the spot 
in which it found itself. It gave 
way to 39 at the worst, but that 
level is above its momentary low of 
last week at 385%. Volume dropped 
conspicuously in this issue, as it 
swelled in others under pressure. 

Loew directors were due to act on 
the dividend yesterday, but the vote 
was delayed. Annual meeting is set 
for Nov. 19 and the dividend ses- 
sions probably will be held between 
now and that date. Wall Street feels 
confident that the $1 extra will be 
paid. 

Whole market was lower through- 
out the day in spite of a startling 
advance in wheat, up from 2 to 2% 
cents a bushel for all the options. 
Selling of stocks was increased 
after the first half hour when it was 
seen that strength in wheat was be- 
ing used as an opportunity to un- 
load and at the end of the day it 
looked even more as though the Oc- 
tober lows were in for a test before 
many more weeks, 

RKO Disturbance 

News of the week was the re- 
financing by RKO, which broadcast 
a plan that struck the market like 
a bombshell, just at the moment 
when it was calculated to do the 
most harm, 

Paramount was in the course of a 
strong surge upward, Loew’s wag 
just wavering at the top of its re- 
covery and the general market wag 
in rather a critical state, every- 
thing hanging on a confirmation of 
a broad advance in grains and other 
commodities. Tops on the recovery 
all around had been shaded and 
traders were divided as to whether 
a reaction was in order, or a new 
drive would be organized to carry 
the list into new upper territory on 
the rebound, 

The RKO appeal to its stockhold- 
ers to save the company from a re- 
ceivership took the amusement 
share followers completely by sur- 
prise. Any kind of financing would 
have been sufficiently bad news, but 
a proposition to deflate RKO stock 
drastically by 75% upon holders’ 
refusal to subscribe to $11,600,000 of 
new bonds, and a threat of a covert 
receivership as the alternative, was 
enough to discourage any set of 
stockholders. 

It proved the straw that broke 
the camel’s back. Everything in the 
theatre grceup broke sharply. So 
severe was the blow at optimism in 
film stocks that even Loew, prac- 
tically on the eve of what seemed 
to be certain declaration of its cus- 


announcemem 


financing, were 


tomary $1 extra, slipped down 
through the 40 level, which had 
been regarded as its resistance 


point. 

The clique in Paramount appar- 
ently abandoned its campaign and 
that issue gave way from around 17 
to below 15 on only moderate turn- 
over. By the Saturday close deal- 
ings in RKO piled up a total of 
171,000 shares as holders took flight 
regardless. There was no evidence 
of support anywhere, but rather a 
disposition to let the longs liqui- 
date gradually on a steady con- 
trolled decline. Heavy dealings were 
recorded from above 6 to the Sat- 
urday bottom of 3%, the lowest 
quotation for an amusement issue 
listed on the Stock Exchange ever 
carried by the ticker. 

Orpheum preferred was turned 
over in record volume for that in- 
active, selling down to a new all- 
time low of 8%, while at one time 
the bid for the old Keith preferred 
stood at 16 without sales during the 
Saturday the bid went up to 
25 again. No definite provision is 
made for either of these shares in 
the announced plan, but it was 
noted that for the first time ig 

(Continued on page 39) 
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PICTWRE GROSSES 


Tuesday, November 17, 1931 








Rich Man's Folly’ 


$37,000, Oke: 


‘Our Children’ and ‘Ticket’ Tied 
At About $23,000; Palace $30,000 








Chicago, Nov. 16. 

In spite of the bad weather break 
on the opening week-end the loop 
will hold to decent grosses. Palace 
where the four Marx Brothers are 
cavorting in the flesh will hit close 
to terrific $30,000. This will top the 
gross captured by the Marx family 
last year at this spot, but they were 
handicapped then by the absence of 
Groucho due to illness. 

McVickers and State-Lake are 
running neck and neck, battling out 
between ‘Yellow Ticket’ and ‘Are 
These Our Children?’ ‘Children’ got 
a tremendous advertising campaign, 
in line with the national exploita- 
tion scheme. Lack of names is 
holding the picture back somewhat; 
whereas ‘Ticket’ is getting surges 
from the draw of Lionel Barrymore. 
Both flickers look capable of taking 
nifty $23,000. 

Loop-End theatre appears set 
after tearing off a swell opening 
week’s slice of trade. Theatre-goers 
have already forgotten the house’s 
former burlesque policy, and the 
women and kids are flocking down. 
Matinee trade is particularly good. 
This week Raquel Torres, pictures, 
and Art Jarrett, radio, co-headline. 
Picture is ‘Reckless Living,’ getting 
good notices from the papers. 

Oriental is riding along the foot- 
ball wave current in this town and 
taking a good week with ‘Touch- 
down.’ Picture’s predecessor, ‘Spirit 
of Notre Dame,’ is mopping up 
around this town and doing better 
in the nabes than in the loop. 

‘Flying High’ came into the United 
Artists on a rush call, following the 
quick yank of ‘Age for Love’ after 
one aching week. Bert Lahr, un- 
known to picture-goers, evidenced 
a slow start, but began to build on 
notices and the comedy. 


Estimates for This Week 
Chicago (Publix-B&K) (4,000; 50- 


mf 


‘CHILDREN’ $20,000 AND 
GRID FILM $11,500, K. C. 


Kansas City, Nov. 16. 
Another diversified bunch of pic- 
tures currently downtown. 
Loew’s Midland, after a rather 
poor showing with ‘The Guardsman’, 


has ‘Flying High,’ and while Bert 
Lahr is an unknown to film fans, 
the picture and Charlotte Greenwood 
have been given heavy publicity. It 
looks good for a real showing. 
At the Mainstreet ‘Our Children’ 
also given full page national adver- 
tising, with the Friday opening good. 
Problematical how the picture will 
hit, but title is right for the curious. 
‘Touchdown’ is at the Newman, and 
should be a natural just now. Like 
the others, the management has 
given it hot publicity and it will get 
its share, 
Friday night all of the down- 
town houses and a number of the 
residentials will give special mid- 
nite shows for the unemployment 
fund. There will be 18,000 seats 
available for the occasion. 
Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s Midland (4,000; 25-50)— 
Flying High’ (M-G). Should tell 
whether customers want a change 
to musicals; Bert Lahr, featured 
with Charlotte Greenwood, unknown 
to picturegoers; picture will likely 
get around good $17,000. Last week 
‘The Guardsman’ (M-G) disappoint- 
ed; only $13,800. 
Mainstreet (3,200; 25-35-50-60)— 
‘Our Children’ (Radio). Title box- 
office, and following extensive cam- 
paign, indications for solid $20,000. 
Last week ‘Consolation Marriage’ 
(Radio) $15,000. 
Newman (1,890; 





25-35-50)— 


75-5), ‘Rich Man’s Folly’ (Par) and | ‘Touchdown’ (Par). With many stu- 


stage show. First time George Ban- 
croft has been on a loop screen in 
some months. Indicates a comfort- 
able stay at $37,000. Last week 
‘Once a Lady’ (Par) wobbled some- 
what at $35,900. 

Loop-End (Jones) (1,600; 35-50- 
69), ‘Reckless Living’ (U) and vaud. 
Policy clicked so well first week 
they’ve boosted the week-end price 
a dime to 60c, which may cause a 
little ill feeling among the custom- 
ers. Last week’s opener was splen- 
did with ‘Road to Reno’ (Par) at 
$14,600, which takes care of 10,000 
annie oakleys in the first few after- 
noons. Currently looks ripe for $16,- 
000, figuring all paid customers and 
tilted tariff. 

McVicker’s (Publix-B&K) (2,200; 
50-75-85), ‘Yellow Ticket’ (Fox). 
Rating an ‘adults only’ tag and 
drawing the hot femme trade. Step- 
ping pretty to destined $23,000. ‘Five 
Star Final’ (FN) closed its fort- 
night weakly at $13,300. 

Oriental (Publix-B&K) (3,200; 
50-75-85), ‘Touchdown’ (Par) and 
stage show. At $27,000 finally a 
money-maker. Last week ‘Platinum 
Blonde’ (Col) had an up and down 
session finishing flabbily at $23,800. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-75-85), 
‘Fanny Foley Herself’ (Radio) and 
vaude. Four Marx Bros. in the flesh 
and boosting the cost sheet sharp- 
ly. Were in same spot last year 
and touched $28,400 with Groucho 
out. Probably beat that figure cur- 
rently to make it $30,000, which 
house almost has to do to break. 
Last week, ‘Heartbreak’ (Fox) man- 
aged good $24,800. 

Roosevelt (Publix-B&K) (1,500; 
50-75-85), ‘Cisco Kid’ (Fox). Down 
sharply in second week and passes. 
After taking honeyed $23,300 for 
opener, slid quickly to indicate $10,- 
000 for present stanza. ‘Cuban Love 

Song’ (M-G) in on Wed. (18). 
Lawrence Tibbett’s concert in town 
last week will no doubt help. 

State-Lake (RKO) (2,700; 50-75- 
85), ‘Are These Our Children? (Ra- 
dio). Heavy plugging winning de- 
spite nameless players, giving the 
house an oke opener at $23,000. It 
takes plenty to make ’em come into 
this house due to run of flabby 
product. ‘Dangerous Affair’ (Col) 
finished one week and flew after 
muffing at $14,900. 

United Artists (Publix-UA) (1,700; 
50-75-85), ‘Flying High’ 


hard to make the picturegoers rec- 
ognize the 3ert Lahr 
Chances to build to 
in town. 


‘Age for Love’ (UA) 


couldn’t stand the neglect more than 


one week to $15,200. 


Van Buren with Brown 





(M-G). 
Opened Saturday (14) and working 


moniker. 
; go00d $22,000 
since it’s the only picture comedy 


dents passing through here over 
weekend, well advertised, and will 
turn in nice $11,500. Last week 
‘Once a Lady’ (Par) $10,000. 

Liberty (1,000; 25-50) — ‘Purple 
Sage’ (Fox). Should get $6,000, 
okay. Last week ‘Local Boy’ (WB) 
not so good, $4,000. 


Pitt Needed Grid 
Week-End as Penn’s 
$18,000 Town’s Best 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 16. 
(Drawing Population, 1,000,000) 
Big football week end with Pitt- 
Army game drawing 70,000 and 
downtown flooded with strangers. 
Gave main stem sites real holiday 
rush despite generally impotent fare. 
So an easing off all along the line 
is looked for. 
‘Once a Lady,’ at Penn, drew a 
spirited spanking from the cricks 
and there were mixed notices for 
Bancroft’s new one, ‘Rich Man’s 
Folly,’ at the Stanley. 

Estimates for This Week 
Davis (WB) (1,750; 15-25-35-50)— 
‘Rebound’ (Pathe). Figures too 
smart for this site’s trade; will 
probably have to be satisfied short 
of $3,000. Last week ‘Wicked’ (Fox) 
around $3,250. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,800; 10- 
15-25-35-50)—‘Road to Reno’ (Par). 
Two-for-ones continue and trade 
generally satisfactory despite crit- 
ical drubbing; likely to hit $7,000, 
nice showing. Last week ‘Squaw 
Man’ (M-G) around $8,500. 

Harris (WB) (1,800; 10-20-30-40) 
—Left Over Ladies’ (Tiff) and Tim 
McCoy western. Takings on up- 
grade here of late; double features 
held directly responsible; current 
session should represent good $3,000 








or better. Last week ‘Homicide 
Squad’ (U) about same. 
Penn (Loew-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 


50-60)—‘Once a Lady’ (Par). Good 
start due to big grid week-end but 
expected to drop to an average $18,- 
000. Last week ‘24 Hours’ (Par) 
about $18,200. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600: 25-35-50)— 
‘Rich Man’s Folly’ (Par). Ban- 
croft’s recent pictures haven't helped 
him and this one will have to strug- 
gle to touch poor $16,000. Last week 
‘Ambassador Bill’ (Fox) okay at 
better than $20,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 
‘Way Back Home’ (Radio). 


primarily for Seth Parker radic 


here wouldn't be a bad figure, 
week ‘Dangerous’ Affair’ 
around $10,000. 





Accompanying Hiram Brown on 
the transcontinental trip by train to 
Hollywood is A. A. Van Buren. 
Both left New York Saturday (14). 

Van Buren is the producer of 
shorts, allied with Pathe, 





Marian Marsh as ‘Mouse’ 
Marian Marsh is mentioned for 
the Ruth Gordon part in ‘Church 
Mouse’ as Warners wil. present it 
on the screen 


25-35-50)— 
Can't 
be judged as a picture draw at all; 


fans and may be another of those 
Amos-Andy things; if it is, $12,000 
Last 
(Col) 


INDIANAPOLIS BETTERS 


No Smashes, but General Lift— 
:Rich Mon’s Folly, $16,000 








Indianapolis, Nov. 16. 

Houses are picking up, as the 
pictures are coming along a bit 
better. Also all theatres are doing 
more than average in newspaper 
space and exploitation. 

Indiana and Lyric, where F-M 
units and vaude hold forth, repec- 
tively, are doing everything within 
reason to get the best bets. This 
week the Lyric has Clyde Cook, 
Johnny Perkins, and Neal Sisters, 
all from Indianapolis, aiding. 

Estimates for This Week 

Indiana (Publix) (3,300; 25-35-50) 
—Rich Man’s Folly’ (Par) and F-M 
unit. Excellent chance to climb to 
pleasant $16,000. Last week ‘Plat- 
inum Blond’ (Col) did extremely 
well for $16,500. 

Circle (Publix) (2,600; 25-35-50) 
—Beloved Bachelor’ (Par). Looks 
$7,000, fair. Last week ‘Once a 
Lady’ (Par) $6,500. 

Ohio (Publix) (1,100; 15-25)— 
‘Platinum Blond’ (Col). Should 
help house to $1,000, better than 
usual, Last week Five Star Final’ 
(WB) netted $800. ‘Blond’ played 
the Indiana last week. 

Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,400; 25- 
35-50) —‘Yellow Ticket’ (Fox). Ap- 
pears to hold edge this week; heav- 
ily bragged about in papers and 
should climb to $7,500. Last week 
(Mad Genius (WB) built to $7,000. 
Loew’s Palace (2,800; 25-35-50)— 
‘Cuban Love Song’ (M-G). Aided 
by ‘Beau Hunks’ (Laurel-Hardy). 
Maybe a nice $8,000. Last week ‘Un- 
holy Garden’ (UA) failed to get 
more than $6,500. 

‘Lyric (4th Ave.) (2,600; 25-35-50) 
—‘Expensive Women’ (WB) and 
vaude. Should reach usual $10,000; 
opened with block long crowd. Last 
week ‘Heartbreak’ (Fox) near 
$8,500. 


Double Bill with ‘Local 
Boy’ in Montreal Going to 
Good $12,600 This Wk. 


Montreal, Nov. 16. 
(Drawing Population, 600,000) 
Hockey is back in this town, 
which may make itself felt in 
flicker grosses. Otherwise, shows 
for current week have some big 
names and much-touted pictures. 
Main stems still showing little sign 
of picking up, but may improve. 
Loew's out in front and ought to 
stay there this week with ‘Caught 
Plastered’ (Radio) and five stage 
acts; $14,000 is likely gross. Pal- 
ace has ‘Susan Lenox’ (M-G), which 
with Garbo should rate high with 
the femmes and boy friends. If 
gross falls below $13,000 it will be 
under expectations. Capitol has a 
brace, of which ‘Five Star Final’ 
(WB) is the standout. Here, too,a 
good gross of $12,000 should result. 
Prineess repeats ‘Miracle Woman’ 
(Col) for a second week and may 
get around $7,000. Balance of main 
stems just average. 
His Majesty’s had a thin week 
with the local product, ‘Nouveaux 
Riches,’ a play in English and Rob- 
ert Lorraine starring. This week 
the Abbey Theatre Players are here 
and should better $11,000. 

Nabes report general upturn, 


Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 50- 
$2.50), Abbey Theatre Players in 
stage rep. Liable to jack up gross 
to $11,000. Last week ‘Nouveaux 
Riches’ (legit) died, $6.000. 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 75), ‘Susan 
Lenox’ (M-G). Should lift gross 
much above average to possibly 
$13,000. Last week ‘My Sin’ (Par) 
couldn’t get over $11,000. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60), ‘Local 
Boy Make Good’ (WB) and ‘Five 
Star Final’ (WEB). Bill should rate 
around good $12,000. ‘24 Hours’ 
(Par) and ‘Personal Maid’ (Par) 
last week $11,500. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60), 
‘Caught Plastered’ (Radio), vaude. 
This program will hold gross up to 
$14,000. Last week ‘The Spider’ 
(Fox) and vaude did usual $14,500. 

Princess (CT) (1,600; 35-60), 
‘Miracle Woman’ (Col). Second 
week may realize $7,000. First week 
$10,000. 

Imperial (FP) (1,900; 25-40), 
‘Lady Surrenders’ (Radio) and 
‘Neck and Neck’ (Tiff). Fair aver- 
age, which should be $2,500. Last 
week ‘Gay Diplomat’ (C) and ‘Lasca 
of the Rio Grande’ (U) $2,500. 

Orpheum (CT) (1,000; 25-40), ‘10 
Nights in Bar Room’ (Col). This 
one rates around $4,500 here. Last 
week ‘Front Page’ (UA) off to 
$2,500. 

Cinema de Paris (Ind) (600; 50), 
‘Tout s’arrange’ (French). Average 
at $2,000. Last week ‘Le Reve’ and 
| ‘Boeuf de Salon’ $2,500. 














Loewe with Skouras 

Clarence Loewe, formerly of the 
Fox real estate department in the 
east under Louis Cohen, has been 
appointed general director of real 
estate for the Skouras Brothers 
with offices in the Paramount Build- 
ing, New York, 

Position already assumed 





Hip, Indie Combo, to Big $17,500 This 
Week— Guardsman for Fine $24,000 





ARMISTICE OPENINGS 
HELPED FRISCO DRAW 


San Francisco, Nov. 16. 
Armistice Day openings for four 
houses helped pull neat grosses all 
around, with the Fox likely to strike 
$55,000, its best in weeks, on an 
eight-day week, with Joan Crawford 
and Clark Gable double-barreled in 
‘Possessed.’ 

‘Five Star Final,’ sticking for its 
third week at Warner’s, is still doing 
well, while ‘Unholy Garden,’ in deuce 
week at United Artists, is only so- 
so. 
‘Are These Our Children?’ better 
than usual, but still disappointing 
for the Orpheum. ‘Flying High’ 
looks good at the Paramount. A 
Warner picture in a Fox house, 
‘Blonde Crazy,’ at the Warfield, do- 
ing okay. 

Estimates for This Week 
Fox (5,000; 385-65) — ‘Possessed’ 
(M-G) and stage show. Crawford 
and Gable on eight-day week will 
hit $55,000. Last week ‘Cuban Love 
Song’ (M-G), with Jimmy Durante 
in person for four days, disappointed 
at $30,000, six days. 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 30-40- 
65)—‘Pagan Lady’ (Col) and vaude. 
Average at $14,000. Last week ‘Big 
Gamble’ (Pathe) only $13,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,270; 25-35-50) 
—Are These Our Children?’ (Ra- 
dio). Above previous weeks but 
still disappointing at $12,000. 
Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 35-50)— 
‘Flying High’ (M-G). Extra adver- 
tising and exploitation helping pull 
in better than usual $17,000. Six 
days of Chatterton in ‘Once a Lady’ 
(Par) knocked off fair $14,500. 
United Artists (1,200; 25-40-60)— 
‘Unholy Garden’ (UA) (2d and final 
week). Fair at $7,000. First week 
$10,000. 
Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 35-50-60)— 
‘Blonde Crazy’ (WB) and stage 
show. Average at $20,000. Last 
week ‘Touchdown’ (Par), $26,000. 
Warners (1,365; 25-35-50-60)— 
‘Five Star Final’ (WB) (3d and final 
week). Excellent at $8,000, Hearst 
anti-campaign aiding. Second week 
under $12,000. 


‘Blonde Crazy’ Fair 
In Philly on $7,000; 
Holdovers Hold Up 


Philadelphia, Nov. 16. 

Four out of eight houses reported 
sound and profitable trade last week 
so ‘Five Star Final’ got $21,500 at 
the Stanley, and ‘Madelon Claudet,’ 
$18,500 at the Boyd, are holdovers 
this week. ‘Final’ is figured the 
strongest possibility of the two ina 
second week, 

Fox currently expects around 
$24,000 with Will Rogers’ latest and 
‘Flying High’ should be good for 
around $14,000 at Keith’s. ‘Blonde 
Crazy’ will hardly rate more than 
$7,000 at the Stanton. 

The Earle closes Thursday (19), 
joining the Mastbaum in darkness 
as a result of the deadlock between 
S-W and the musicians. House may 
get about $13,500 this week with 
‘Road to Reno.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75)—Five 
Star Final’ (WB). Should get $15,- 
500 on second week; first hit at 
house in some time. Last week 
same film $21,500, good, 

Fox (3,000; 35-50-75)—‘Ambassa- 
dor Bill’ (Fox) and stage show. Fig- 
ures for around fair $21,000. Last 
week ‘Cisco Kid’ (Fox) claimed 
$25,000, very good. 

Keith’s—‘F lying High’ (M-G. 
Looks like nice $14,000, though 
names in cast not known to film 
fans. Last week ‘The Guardsman 
(M-G) sponsored by Art Alliance, 
hitherto tied up only with legit, got 
$18,500, splendid. 

Stanton (1,700; 25-65)—Blonde 
Crazy’ (WB). Hardly more than 
fair $7,000. Last week ‘Ruling Voice’ 
(FN) $10,000 in eight days, fair. 

Boyd (2,400; 35-50-75)—‘Madelon 
Claudet’ (M-G). Maybe $13,000 on 
holdover week, okay. Last week 
same film near $18,500. 

Karlton (1,000; 50) — ‘Beloved 
Bachelor’ (Par). Maybe $4,000. Last 
week ‘Susan Lenox’ (M-G) and sec- 
ond downtown showing hurt by fact 
it ran two weeks at Mastbaum; lit- 
tle under $5,000. 

Arcadia (600; 50)—‘Guilty Hands’ 
(M-G). Should mean around $2,750. 
Last week ‘Palmy Days’ (UA) 
claimed $3,200 in second week. 














» 








Baltimore, Nov. 16, ! 
(Drawing Population, 850,000) 

For first time in history of the 
screen in Baltimore all downtown 
houses are on an end-of-the-week 
opening schedule. The New went 
on a Saturday opening last week- 
end, making it practically unani- 
mous, 

Outstanding success of 
weeks is the Hippodrome, 
the combo policy is apparently 
clicking on high. Getting family 
trade of the type that was one-time 
mainstay of the then combo Garden 
(now straight picture Keith's). 

Rivoli is managed by J. Louis 
Rome, one of the receivers. With 
b. o. top down to 40c, grosses are 
now in the lower _brackets, but with 
reduced overhead theatre probably 
showing profit. 

Big out-of-doors opposition last 
week-end. Sixty thousand claimed 
by press for Navy-Notre Dame 
game, and Pimlico accounted for 
about 24,000 more. Cut into mate- 
iness but aided Friday and Satura< 
day nights. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew) (3,200; 25-60), 
‘Rich Man’s Folly.’ Looks like a 
good week for Bancroft; good $21,< 
000 expected. ‘Honor of the Fame- 
ily’ last week not draw expected. 
grossing just fairly good $18,000. 


recent 
where 


Stanley (Loew) (3,600; 25-60), 
‘The Guardsman.’ Fontanne-Lunt 
prime stage favs here; possibility 


this popularity being carried over 
to screen; Helen Hays did it sev- 
eral weeks ago in same house; this 
one should go to excellent $24,000. 
‘Cuban Love Song’ last week a 
four-day stop gap for shift to Fri< 
day opening date, proved okay b. o. 
material, grossing $14,000 for the 
four days, putting it in the $21,000 
class, and that’s satisfactory. 
Keith’s (Schanbergers) (2,500; 
25-50), ‘Platinum Blonde.’ Up 
against opposition, but should tnrn 
in good $8,000. ‘Once a Lady’ last 
week just pretty good $7,500. 
Valencia (Loew) (1,200; 25-35), 
‘The Mad Parade.’ Handed first run 
for first time in some time; all-« 
femme film not figured to panic but 
maybe pretty good $3,200. ‘Sin off 
M. Claudet’ last week okay with ex- 
cellent $3,800. , 
Parkway (Loew) (1,000; 25-35), 
‘Beloved Bachelor.’ Not day-and- 
dated with Val this week; looks like 
good draw but no record at $4,200. 
‘M. Claudet’ last week very big at 


$5,000. 
Rivoli (Rome) (2,100; 25-40), 
‘Sweepstakes.’ House running even- 


ly under new regime; should reach 
satisfactory $4,000. ‘Bad Company’ 
last week turned in rather good 
$3,000. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,500; 
25-50), ‘The Big Gamble.’ Indie 
combo house continues to hit b. o. 
high spots; television on stage this 
week and heavy advances; should 
cross very big $17,500. ‘Left Over 
Ladies’ last week, with Aileen Stane- 
ley on stage, accounted for very 
good $14,500. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 25-50)s 
‘Smart Women.’ Not figured to run 
up big b. 0. score, but should get 
satisfactory $8,000. ‘Heartbreak’ 
last week, with run limited to five 
days due to shift to Saturday open- 


ing, got good $7,500. ’ 


Touchdown’ $35,000 in 
Boston; ‘High’ but $18,000 


Boston, Nov. 16. 
(Drawing Population, 850,000) 
The Met is offering ‘Touchdown’ 
@ week after ‘Notre Dame’ at 
Keith’s. House will do nicely, but 
nothing unusual. Business gen 
erally okay all around. 


Estimates for This Week 


Met (Publix) (Vaudfilm) (4,000; 
35-50-75) ‘Touchdown’ (Par) and 
stage show. Looks good for a de- 
cent $35,000. Last week with Duke 
Ellington band and ‘Girls About 
Town’ (Par), a terrific $50,400 om 
orchestra. 

Keith-Boston (RKO) (Vaudfilm) 
(4,000; 35-50) ‘Dangerous Affai 
(Col). Should do a good $20,000. 
Last week $21,200 on ‘Secret Ser- 
vice’ (Radio). 

Keith’s (RKO) (4,000; 35-50) ‘Our 
Children’ (Radio). Should be near 
$22,000 for good week. Last week 
‘Way Back Home’ (Radio), $21,500. 

Loew’s State (4,000; 50-60) ‘Fly- 
ing High’ (M-G). An ordinary $16,- 








000. Last week $19,900 on ‘Th® 
Guardsman’ (M-G). : 
Olympia (2,200; 35-50-60) ‘Sob 
Sister’ (Fox). Should get a fair 
$7,000. Last week $10,000 for ‘Yel- 


low Ticket’ (Fox), fine. 





Baldwin Head Caster 
Edward Baldwin has succeeded 
Herbert Heyman as head of the 
Paramount Astoria plant’s casting 
bureau, 





sinew Aa a SPS INR 





_s 
a 
= 











i 
t 


| 





Tuesday, November 17, 1931 


PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 








| Pro-Con Stage Show Facts in L. A.: 
Par to First Profit on $23,000: 
‘Children’ Opens Big, Then to $9,000 











.7 
. 
: 
J 
) 
) 
. 
+ 
) 
i 
) 
=4 





i 








Los Angeles, Nov. 16. 

Town is stage-show conscious 
pow. Both the Warner houses, but 
not the new Western, added stage 
entertainment currently and biz 
picked up despite the weak ‘Ex- 
pensive Women’ (Costello) feature 
which may offset the live stage bol- 
stering, judging by the comment. 
Sunday grosses were shot by the 
Relief Radio program, which hit 
here just before the night theatre 
peak at 7:45 p.m. The theatres 
were plenty peeved at the screen 
stars being on the air. 

Paramount for the first time in 
35 weeks, according to H. B. Frank- 
lin, showed a profit last week with 
$23,000 for ‘Once a Lady’ now that 
the overhead is down to $17,000. Par 
management contends the advan- 
tage of the stage show thing is 
that it maintains an even keel on 
biz and doesn’t slack sharply if the 
flicker isn’t there. ‘Touchdown’, cur- 
rently, is fair at $21,000. 

Loew’s State is bullish with ‘Cu- 
ban Love Song’ (Metro) at $27,000. 
Grauman’s Chinese reinaugurated 
its policy as a deluxer at $1.50 top 
plus the usual Chinese stage shows 
with ‘The Champ’ on screen. Okay 
under $20,000. 

Substantiation of the logic onthe 
stage show theory is manifested in 
‘Ambassador Bill,’ day-dating the 
Criterion and Grauman’s Egyptian. 
It started off to a collective pace 
of $27,000 and wound up with under 

20,000 on the opening week. Sort 
of circumstantially supports the 
theory about a fast start and a 
weak finish if the stage trimmings 
aren't there to sustain. Current 
pace is $12,000 between both houses, 

In refutation, the stage show 
can’t mean anything if they weigh 
it down with uncommercial cellu- 
loid. Both Warners are getting only 
$25,000 between ’em. While that’s 
better than last week’s $20,000 for 
‘Blonde Crazy,’ the up-difference 
only just about covers the cost of 
the stage investment. Given a fair 
break, it should work out better. 
From the WB viewpoint this was 
as psychological an opportunity to 
slip in a weak sister as any. 


Big Fall Off 
Orpheum’s $9,000 for ‘Our Chil- 
dren’ is sharp indictment after 


promising start. It fell off on the 
second day, the same as has been 
the occurrence in Frisco and Oak- 
land. 


Wilshire is okay with ‘Palmy 
Days’ at $5,000. Similarly the Pan- 
tages playing ‘Lenox’ third run is 
bullish with under $13,000 as against 
over $10,000 last week for ‘Smiling 
Lieutenant,’ in itself a strong gross 
at this stand. 

‘Age for Love’ (Caddo) opened 
mildly at the U. A. after a cam- 
paign to play the star (Billie Dove) 
down and bally the romantic theme 
with the subsequent conclusion 
that after all this town goes for 
stardust. But film never got started 
and only stays one week. 


Estimates for This Week 
Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,500; 50- 


$1.50). ‘Strictly Dishonorable’ (U). 
Stage band (2nd week). Slipping 


fast with $7,000 on opener and 


$4,000 on holdover and out. House 
dark. 
Chinese (Fox) (2,028; 50-75). 


*The Champ’ (MG). Stage show (lst 
week). Strong campaign sent this 
Beery-Jackie Cooper film off nicely, 
just short of $20,000. 


Criterion (Fox) (1,600; 35-65). 
‘Ambassador _ Bill’ (Fox) (2nd 
week). Eased off after fast start 


with under $13,000 on opener and 
$8,500 on h. o. 


Egyptian (Fox) (1,800; 50-75). 
‘Ambassador Bill’ (Fox) (2nd week). 
$7,500 on opening week only fair 
and not as big as expected, but 
about 300% better than has been 
the previous average on the split- 
week policy; $4,500 on second week 
of Will Rogers’ film’s run. 

Orpheum (2,270; 25-50). ‘Our 
Children’ (RKO), After sensational 
opening day, $9,000 means exit after 
lone week. Last week ‘Platinum 
Blonde’ (Col.) brutal at $3,500. 

Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 20-40-65- 
90). ‘Susan Lenox’ (MG) and stage 
Show. Big at under $13,000. Last 
week ‘Smiling Lieut.’ just over $10,- 
000. Next week ‘Palmy Days.’ 
Paramount (Franklin) (3,595; 25- 
75). ‘Touchdown’ (Par). Stage show. 
Around $21,000 not bad. Last week 
‘Once a Lady’ big at under $23,000. 
RKO (2,950; 30-65). ‘Lady From 
Nowhere’ (Chesterfield) RKO vaude- 
Ville. Bad at $9,000. Last week 
Women of Experience’ big at un- 
der $16,000 with Armistice Day and 
Special Sat. midnight benefit show 
helping plenty. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 35-$1). 
‘Cuban Love Song’ (MG). Stage 
show. Strong $27,000 pace for the 





‘FLYING HIGH’ $6,300 


And May Hold Over in New Haven | 


—Lady’ Around $15,000 





New Haven, Nov. 16. 

(Drawing Population, 300,000) 

‘Flying High,’ originally booked 
for the Poli, shifted to the College 
and may be a holdover. Unemploy- 
ment benefit show at the Poli Sat- 
urday midnight (14) will dent 
grosses for regular performances 
this week as acts from two pres- 
entation houses were used. 

Local opinion seems to be that 
the-dyed-in-the-wool theatregoers 
are still supporting show houses, 
but the occasional attender has 
vanished from the box offices. 


Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (Publix) (2,353: 65) 
‘Once a Lady’ (‘Par) and _ unit. 
Around fair $15,000. Last week 
‘Rebound’ and Thurston, good at 
$17,700. 

Fox Poli (Fox) (3,040; 65) 


‘Touchdown’ (Par) and unit. Should 
get moderate $12,500. Last week 
‘Yellow Ticket’ (Fox), fair at $13,- 
000. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 50) 
‘Ruling Voice’ (FN). Will prob- 
ably be mild at $4,500. Last week 
‘Mad Genius’ (WB) only fair, $5,000. 

College (Fox) (1,565; 50) ‘Flying 
High’ (M-G). Looks like good $6,- 
300. Last week ‘Platinum Blonde’ 
(Col), okay at $5,300. 

Bijou (Fox) (1,536; 50) 
break’ (Fox) and ‘Lasca of Rio 
Grande.’ On way to satisfactory 
$4,500. Last week ‘Pagan Lady’ 
(Col) and ‘Viking,’ fair at $3,900. 


‘Heart- 


Sage’ $10,000, D’ver; 
Exhibs Squawk on 
Stars’ Broadcasting 








Denver, Noy. 16. 
Paramount and Rialto will be be- 
low average this week. Aladdin and 
Tabor had hopes up Saturday night 
and good crowds all day Sunday. 
Local exhibitors claiming radio 
broadcast of stars on unemployment 
program Sunday night kept many 
away from theatres. The Denver 
with good stage show is doing a lit- 
tle better than normal. 


Estimates for This Week 


Huffman’s Aladdin (1,500; 35-50- 
75)—‘Yellow Ticket’ (Fox). A pretty 
good $7,000. Last week ‘Platinum 
Blond’ (Col) did $6,000. 

Denver (Publix) (2,300; 25-35-65) 
—‘Rich Man’s Folly’ (Par) and unit. 
Seems good for $16,000. Last week 
‘Once a Lady’ (Par), backed by good 
stage show, $16,500. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25-35- 
50)—‘Secret Service’ (Radio). Fair 
around $6,500. Last week ‘Touch- 
down’ (Par) a fine $8,900. 

Rialto (Publix) (1,040; 25-35-50)— 
‘Ruling Voice’ (FN). Poor with only 
$2,500. Last week ‘Caught Plas- 
tered’ (Radio) finished to $3,500. 

Huffman’s Tabor (1,900; 25-35-50) 
—‘Purple Sage’ (Fox). They like it 
here for as much as $10,000; fine for 
western. Last week ‘Mad Genius’ 
(WB) just $8,500. 





Tibbett pic. Last week ‘Purple 
Sage’ $23,500; not bad either. Next 


week ‘Possessed.’ 
United Artists (Franklin) (2,100; 
35-$1). ‘Age for Love’ (Caddo). 


Opened mildly, and $8,000 explains 
single week; ‘Around the World’ 
(UA) opens Friday (20). Last week, 
second and final of ‘Unholy Gar- 
den,’ mild at $9,000. 


Wilshire (Fox) 2,296; 35-60). 
‘Palmy Days’ (UA), over $5,000 
not bad. Last week big $8,200 


for ‘Susan Lenox.’ Certainly proves 
the nabors wait for ’em a couple 
of weeks rather than travel down- 
town. This house operates on a 
14-days’ clearance and a fortnight’s 
waiting has gotten to be a habit 
in this nabe. Next week ‘Madelon 
Claudet.” 

Western (WB) (2,500; 50-75). 
‘Tive Star Final’ (FN) (3rd week). 
$12,000 third week warrants fourth 
stanza. Last week (2d) under $19,- 


000. big. ‘Mad Genius’ follows. 
Downtown (WEB) (1,800; 25-50). 
‘Expensive Women’ (WB). Vaude. 


$12,000 pace only mild considering 
new policy of five stage acts. Last 
week ‘Blonde Crazy’ mild at $9,000. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 35-50). 
‘Expensive Women’ (WB). Stage 
band, $12,000 here equally mild with 
Jess Stafford’s orchestra and pres- 
entation policy added this week. 
Last week ‘Blonde Crazy’ $11,500. 
‘Local Boy Makes Good’ next week 
day date with the Downtown. 


B’klyn Par Remains in 
Front—Marxes $42,000 


Brooklyn, Noy. 16. 
‘Monkey Business’ and a local 
stage show with Rian James, Prook- 
lyn ‘Eagle’ columnist, at the Para- 
mount this week, should do about 
$45,000, excellent in these dim days. 
Other houses are mostly mild, 


Estimates for This Week 





Paramount — ‘Monkey Business’ 
(Par) (4,000; 25-35-50-75-85) 
stage show. Going over big and 
rather surprising in locale where 


comedies are usually frowned upon 
by populace; stage attraction 
Rian James, newspaperman with a 
large local rep and _ following; 
around $42,000, oke. Last week 
‘Once a Lady’ (Par), $41,400. 

Fox—‘Friends and Lovers’ 
dio) (4,000; 25-35-50-65) and stage 
show. Lyman band bolstering; 
raising of evening admission prices 
has not affected patronage; $23,000, 
thin. Last week ‘Yellow Ticket’ 
(Fox), $27,000. 

Albee—‘Are These Our Children?’ 
(Radio) (3,700; 25-35-50-75) and 
vaude. Figures for good $27,000. 
Last week ‘Bad Company’ (Pathe) 
$23,000, fair. 

Strand — ‘Compromised’ 
(2,500; 25-35-50). 
Last week 
$14,700. 

Metropolitan — ‘Madelon Claudet’ 
(M-G) (3,500; 25-35-50) and vaude. 
Up front on $29,000. Last week 
‘Susan Lenox’ (M-G), $26,300. 


Providence Shines; ‘Folly’ 
| $8,000; ‘Crazy’ $6,500 


Providence, Nov. 16 
(Drawing Population, 315,000) 
Nearly all main stem houses are 
drawing this week. ‘Guardsman,’ 
at Loew’s, is doing much better 
than expected. 


Estimates for This Week 


(Ra- 


(FN) 
Poor at $10,500. 
‘5 Star Final’ (2d week), 














Loew’s State (3,500: 20-50-75) 
‘The Guardsman’ (M-G). Moving 


along nicely; house selling feature 
from every angle, and trying to 
overcome impression that it’s a cos- 
tume picture; drawing class trade 
because of Lunt and Fontanne; 
may reach $16,000. Last week ‘Fly- 
ing High’ (M-G), strong to $15,300. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50) 
‘Mad Genius’ (WB). First single 
feature bill in weeks, and getting 
along; should have no difficulty 
reaching nice $9,500. Last week 
‘Sob Sister’ (Fox) and ‘Cisco Kid’ 
(Fox), fine bill, a leader at $10,300. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-50) ‘Rich 
Man’s Folly’ (Par). Bancroft apt 
to build this one to $10,500. Last 
week ‘Once a Lady’ (Par), $11,200. 

RKO Albee (2,500; 15-50) ‘Plat- 
inum Blonde’ (Col). Every indica- 
tion that biz will keep at brisk pace; 
house is adding foreign talkers as 
extra attraction on off nights; seems 
near $6,500. Last week ‘Way Back 
Home’ (Radio) climbed to solid $10,- 
400; largely due to excellent public- 
ity work. 

Fays (1,600; 15-50) ‘Blonde Crazy’ 
(WB) and vaude. Cagney slaying 
them and house getting all the 
breaks; a cinch $6,500, good. Last 
week ‘Border Law’ (Col), $5,800. 
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Bill and ‘Touchdown’ Each 
Have $70,000 Bway Chance; 
Champ’ Big—-Dishonorable OK 





COLUMBUS HAPPY 


at $12,000, Or Better 


Columbus, Nov. 16. 


(Drawing Population, 475,000) 

Nothing to set the town on fire 
this week, though things are satis- 
factory. Palace’s ‘Our Children,’ 
with nice vaude, should top on nice 
$12,000, or better. ‘Guardsman,’ at 
the Broad, on way to give that 
house best week in months. 

Armistice Day and holiday prices 
helped last week. Managers a bit 
happier. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (RKO) (3,074; 25-50) ‘Our 

Children’ (Radio) and vaude. Should 


get fair enough $11,000. Last week 
‘24 Hours’ (Par) and Fifi Dorsay, 
$12,000. 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-50) 
‘Yellow Ticket’ (Fox) and _ unit. 


Hardly enough power to better $12,- 
000. Last week ‘Wallingford’ (M-G) 
and Haines in person, a fine $14,000. 


Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 25-50) 
‘Guardsman’ (M-G). May better 
$12,000. Last week ‘Once a Lady’ 


(Par) failed to hold up; $8,700. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 25-50) 
‘Honor of Family’ (FN). On way to 
good $5,500. Last week‘ Sideshow’ 
(WB) failed to beat $4,500. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 25-50) 
‘Purple Sage’ (Fox) and ‘Left Over 
Ladies’ (Tiff). May hit $3,000, oke. 
Last week ‘Bad Company’ (Pathe) 
and ‘The Brat’ (Fox), $2,750. 


‘Children’s’ $15,000 
Sparkles—Minn. Can’t 
Shake $20,000 Groove 


Minneapolis, Nov. 16. 
(Drawing Population, 500,000) 

Quality of current screen product 
probably responsible for the slump. 
Past few weeks have brought a gal- 
axy of poor pictures, and one first- 
rate offering a week seems to be the 
limit in the loop. 

Minnesota in particular has been 
suffering. Up to a fortnight or so 
ago house had been mopping up, but 
with ‘Once a Lady’ last week gross 
dropped under $20,000. This week it 
appears as though it won’t recover 
because ‘Rich Man’s Folly’ and 
George Bancroft, its star, has no 
pulling power in this burg. 

Leading the procession this week 
is “Are These Our Children?’ at the 
Orpheum. Comparatively it is doing 
the best business in town. A ter- 
rific campaign and nifty title helped 
to a flying start. Sunday there were 
five instead of the customary four 
shows. 

Estimates for This Week 


Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 75)— 
‘Rich Man’s Folly’ (Par) and stage 
show. Not sufficiently strong to pull 
heavily here; George Bancroft no 
local box-office asset; about $20,000, 

(Continued on page i0) 








Exploitation in Portland Making 
Itself Felt—$14,000, ‘Children,’ Orph 





Portland, Ore., Nov. 16. 
(Drawing Population, 400,000) 

Fox Broadway’s new marquee, 
said to be the largest in the north- 
west, helped biz considerably in that 
house, which looks in line for bet- 
ter results with Fox ‘Ambassador 
Bill’ currently. House has been 
suffering lately. 

Other Fox houses still backward 
from shortage of exploitation. 
Neither ‘Unholy Garden’ nor ‘Age 
for Love’ brought biz to the United 
Artists, which failed to sell them. 
House doing just fair this week 
with ‘Madelon Claudet’ (M-G). 

Fox Paramount with flesh show 
getting average now with ‘Touch- 
down.’ Had a nice week with Par's 
‘Once a Lady.’ 


On Top With Exploitation 

RKO Orpheum leads the burg’s 
explotation, in paid space and tie- 
ups, and usually clicking for the 
top gross spot. This week selling 
‘Our Children’ in a big way and 
looks in line for results. This house 
floundered around with shifting pol- 
icy many times before settling on 
present style of selling the picture 
hard with flesh supplementary. 
Results indicate that this was okay 
provided picture exploitation is kept 
at high pressure. 

Legit business off. 





decidedly 





Heilig stock has discontinued guest 
star policy. House is just getting 
by with weekly grosses. running 
about half those of last season, 
Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (FWC) (3,500; 25- 
60), ‘Touchdown’ (Par), F&M stage 
show. In line for fair $9,000. Last 
week ‘Once a Lady’ (Par) good 
enough at $11,000. 

Broadway (Iox-Portland) (2,000; 
25-60), ‘Ambassador Bill’ (Fox). 
Picking up biz after several poor 
weeks and looks good for okay $10,- 
006; probably holding over. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-60), 
‘Are These Our Children’ (RKO) and 
vaude. Answering to heavy exploi- 
tation and easily town’s top for 
$14,000. Last week ‘A Dangerous 
Affair’ (Col) fair at $9,400. 

United Artists (Fox-Portland) 
(1,200; 25-60), ‘Sin of Madelon 
Claudet’ (M-G). Going okay to 
$6,500. Last week ‘Age for Love’ 
(A) bad at $4,000. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 25- 
35), ‘The Mad Genius’ (WB). Do- 
ing better than average to good 
$5,000. Last week ‘The Ruling 
Voice’ fair at $4,000. 

Heilig (McCurdy) (2,000; 25-$1). 
Legit stock without guesters doing 
‘As Husbands Go.’ Last week did 
‘Unexpected Husband’ to light $2,- 
500. Biz is decidedly off, 
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| battle it 


Paramount and Roxy will 
out this week for Broad- 
leadership. Publix ace has 


The 


and ‘Children’ Make Pace | ‘rouchdown’ and Bing Crosby, lat- 


ter on a second week, plus 
Mills Brothers, also from radio. 
big Fox spot is displaying Will 
Rogers’ ‘Ambassador Bill’ and 
seems to have the best chance of 
the two to touch $70,000, although 
the Paramount won't be so far from 
that figure. 

Other than that it’s a pretty quiet 
week outside of the two $2 pic- 
tures. Of these ‘The Champ’ is do- 
ing particularly well at the Astor 
on strong word-of-mouth, ‘Strictly 
Dishonorable’ is also content at the 
Criterion, where it will probably 
be limited to four weeks, the dura- 
tion of Universal's lease. Film did 
$12,000 on first five days, including 
opening night, 

‘Our Children’ isn’t causing undue 
excitement at the Mayfair. and $23,- 
000 here is but moderate. Both the 
Rivoli and Rialto get new pictures 
this Wednesday (18) when the Doug 
Fairbanks ‘Around the World’ (UA) 
comes into the Rivoli after only 
one week of ‘Age for Love.’ ‘Corsair’ 
(UA) follows ‘Unholy Garden’ into 
the Rialto. The Billie Dove fea- 
ture won't reach $20,000 on its solo 
week, 

Moss’ Broadway has dropped ’way 
off and this week may be the last 
for the house. Notice is up back 


the 
The 


stage and decision was to be 
reached today (Tuesday) whether 
to continue or not. No item for 


next week’s show had been booked 
yesterday (Monday). 

‘Blonde Crazy’ is coming into the 
Winter Garden next week and ‘His 
Majesty, Love,’ the Marilyn Miller 
film, is apt to succeed ‘Mad Genius’ 
at the Hollywood shortly. Original 
WB intention was to hold ‘Love’ 
back until the Christmas holidays. 

Strand is low this week with 
‘Expensive Women,’ while the Capi- 
tol has also plunged from the perch 
it has been holding the past month. 
‘Phantom of Paris’ has an outside 
chance of reaching $55,000 there 
this week. ’ 

Foreign film sites, mostly German 
pictures, have not been doing well 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,120; $1-$2) ‘The Champ” 
(M-G) (2nd week). Doing well; 
particularly strong with the women. 

Broadway (1,900; 35-85-$1) ‘Mo- 
rals for Women’ (Tiff) and stage 
show. Only $10,000 last week; may 
close this Friday (20); meeting 
Tuesday (17) to decide. 

Capitol (5,400; 35-85-$1.50) ‘Phan- 
tom of Paris’ (M-G) and stage 
show. Not so forte, although aided 
by good reception in dailies; maybe 
$55,000. Last week, second of 
‘Claudet’ (M-G) $58,600. 

Criterion (886; $1-$1.50) ‘Strictly 
Dishonorable’ (U) (1st week). Nice 
opening week at $12,000 on five 
days; U lease only for four weeks. 

Hollywood (1,816; 50-65-$1) ‘Mad 
Genius’ (WB) (4th week). House 
may go dark after this film exits; 
maybe $10,000, ns.g. Last week, 


$12,700; Marilyn Miller film also 
possible here. 
Paramount (3,664; 40-65-85-$1) 


‘Touchdown’ (Par) and stage show. 
One of biggest stage shows on rec- 
ord here with Bing Crosby, Mills 
Brothers and Harriet Hoctor, be- 
sides unit; house slated for $67,000, 
or better. Last week ‘Once A Lady” 
(Par) and Crosby $62,200, okay, 
although not big. 

Rialto (2,000; 25-40) ‘Unholy Gare 
den’ (UA) (3rd week). Exits Tues- 
day (17) and ‘Corsair’ (UA) bows 
in; looks $15,000 on final, too low 
for third week. Last week $19,300. 

Mayfair (2,200; 40-$1). ‘Our Chil- 
dren’ (Radio). At moderate $23,000 
with most credited to big ad cam- 
paign. Last week ‘Bad Company’ 
(Pathe) $16,900, bad. 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-65-85-$1). ‘Age 
for Love’ (UA). Film going out 
after only one week. May not beat 

(Continued on page 10) 


Tacoma Orph $6,000 


Tacoma, Nov. 16. 

(Drawing Population, 125,000) 

First time Orpheum vaude has 
been held over. Gus Edwards’ re- 
vue knocking Tacomans cold last 
week for $7,100. 

This week going fair. 

Estimates For This Week 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 25-60)— 
‘Bargain’ (FN) and ‘Our Children’ 
(Radio). Doing nice, $6,000. Last 
week ‘Fannie Foley’ (Radio) and 
‘Platinum Blonde’ (Col) great $7,- 
100; vaude held over to finish week 
strong. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25- 
60)—"Mad Genius’ (WB). Around 
$2,500. Last week ‘Expensive Wo- 
men’ (WB) slow at $1,909. 

Rialto (Fox) (1,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Cuban’ (M-G) and ‘Flying High’ 
(M-G). For Good $5,000. Last week, 
‘Once a Lady’ (Par) and ‘Walling- 
ford’ (M-G) fair, $4,100. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


Tuesday, November 17, 1931] 








‘GUARDSMAN NO 
GO IN LONDON; 
OTHERS LIGHT 





London, Nov. 16. 
Week-end’s film business was 


moderate, helped by foggy weather. 

Tallulah Bankhead’s ‘My Sin’ 
(Par) quit at the Carlton suddenly 
after an unhappy run. Replaced by 
‘Hours Between.’ 

Plaza, holding ‘Secrets of a Sec- 
retary’ (Par) second week, found 
it not much under the first week, 
with pace moderate throughout. 

Metro is. disappointed at the 
showing of ‘The Guardsman,’ which 
got good notices, but no money. 
Picture folds after a single week 
.and will be replaced by ‘Sporting 
Blood’ (Metro). 

After'a succession of British talk- 
ers the Capitol had a bad time last 
week with ‘Skyline’ (Fox). Opened 
to a fair week-end, but only one 
week, ‘Waterloo Bridge’ (RKO) fol- 
lowing in. 

Ufa’s ‘Congress Dances’ will fol- 
low in ‘Carnival’ (B & D) into the 


Tivoli, but the policy is holding 
home-made at least another fort- 
night. 





Shorts Click for J-Y; 
‘Children’. $15,000-Seattle 


Seattle, Nov. 16. 
(Drawing population, 500,000) 
Homecoming week at University 
tied in by leading theatres this week. 
Paramount (Fox) ‘now on bigger 
weekly budget for ads, back on the 
billboards and also for more ink in 
the dailies. 
‘Children’ off to big biz, with 
‘Touchdown’ getting timely play. 


Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Fox) (3,106; 25-35-50) 
—Flying High’ (M-G). Not so good 
at $8,000. Last week ‘Cuban’ (M-G), 
$10,000. 

Fifth Ave. (Fox) (2,400; 25-60)— 
‘Touchdown’ (Par) and unit. Makes 
week look oke for $13,000. Last week 
‘Once a Lady’ (Par), $13,500. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950; 25- 
35-50) —‘Like Your Nerve’ (FN). 
Slow for $4,000. Last week ‘Plati- 
num Blonde’ (Col) liked but dove to 
just over $3,000. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 25- 
35-50) —‘Age for Love’ (UA). Billie 
Dove after a long time and moderate 
on $3,800: Last week ‘Mad Genius’ 
(WB) a disappointing $4,000. 

Liberty (Jensen-von Herberg) (2,- 
000; 15-30)—‘Wild Horse.’ Hoot 
Gibson but again billing the short as 
headliner; Andy Clyde in ‘Taxi 
Troubles’; clicking for great $7,500. 
Last week Bing Crosby's short, he’s 
a Seattle lad, and ‘Convicted’ (Ind), 
$7,600. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,700; 25-60)— 
‘Our Children’ (Radio). Swell cam- 
paign responsible for anticipated 
strong $15,000. Last week ‘Consola- 
tion Marriage’ (Radio) did $10,000. 

Coliseum (Fox) (1,800; 25-35)— 
‘Too Many Cooks’ and ‘Transatlan- 





Capitol Up—Earle’s 
Ann. $21,000, While 
Palace at $25,000 


Washington, Nov. 16. 

Seth Parker became a picture 
star here in ‘Way Back Home’ and 
after quite a campaign the RKO 
house is currently getting excellent 
eee on a second stanza of the 
film. 

Palace has William Haines in 
person and on the screen, and the 
Earle is giving them: a _ seven-act 
anniversary show this week. 


Estimates for This Week 





Columbia (Loew) (1,323: 25-35- 
50) ‘The Guardsman’ (M-G). May 
do light $11,000; excellent comment 
but tough proposition because of 


legit angle of stars. Last week, sec- 
ond of ‘Susan Lenox’ (M-G) around 
$10,000. 

Earle (2,000; 25-35) ‘Once a Lady’ 
(Par) and vaude. Will do about 
$21,000 with anniversary bill. Last 
week ‘Blonde Crazy’ (FN) $17,500; 
Cagney’s personal appearance didn’t 
help much. 

Fox (Fox) (2,434; 25-35-50) 
‘Heartbreak’ (Fox) and stage show. 
May get $21,000, fair. Last week 
‘Yellow Ticket’ (Fox) finished at 
about $22,000. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,624; 
50-75) ‘Ruling Voice’ (FN). 
good; maybe won't reach $8,000. 
Last week ‘Mad Genius’ (WB) 
around $6,000 on second week. 
Palace (Loew) (2,370; 25-35-50- 
70) ‘Wallingford’ (M-G) and stage 
show. Haines in person also, for 
around $25,000; too much show 
slowing up turn-over or would 
break record. Last week ‘Madeleon 
Claudet’ (M-G) about $20,000. 
Rialto (U) (1,835; 25-35-50-75) 
‘Morals of a Woman.’ Maybe $5,- 
000, not so good. Last week ‘Left 
Over Ladies’ (Tiff) around $4,800. 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,875; 35-50) 
‘Way Back Home’ (Radio). Will 
easily -register $10,000 on second 
week. Last week $16,000; _ fine 
showing here for radio name. 


Vaud Spots Lead Newark, 
Branford’s 2 Only $7,000 


Newark, Nov. 16. 
(Drawing Population, 850,000) 
Nick Lucas in person will boost 
Proctor’s and ‘Madelon Claudet’ at 
Loew’s will also do well this week. 
‘Touchdown,’ at the Newark, is set 
for a reasonably good week. These 
are the three vaude houses and no 
other’s are going any place right 


now. 

Estimates for This Week 
Branford (WB) (2,866, 20-35-50)— 
‘Expensive Women’ (WB) and ‘Tip- 
Off’ (Pathe). Double billing for first 
time but not permanent policy: 
weak, about $7,000. Last week 
‘Ruling Voice’ (FN) $7,200. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35)— 
‘Reckless Living’ (Fox) and ‘Wal- 
lingford’ (M-G). First and second 
run a nice combination; fair at $4,- 
500. Last week no cheers for ‘Free 
Soul’ (M-G) at $3,500. 

Carlton (Ufa) (473; 35-50)—‘Floe- 
tenconcert von Sanssouci’ (Ufa). 
Pressure of ‘Zwei Herzen’ believed 
lifted and appealing picture expects 
$1,400. Last week ‘Dolly Macht 
Karriere’ (Ufa) not strong at nearly 
$1,000. 


25-35- 


Not so 











tic’ (Fox). Mixing up first run with 
second run, going fair to hit esti- 
mated $3,500. Last week ‘Mary Ann’ 
(Fox) held for entire week and $3,- 
700. 





MINNEAPOLIS 
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bad. Last week ‘Once a Lady’ (Par) 
failed to click at all; around $21,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 50)—‘Our 
Children’ (Radio) and vaude. Title 
and campaign forced extra show 
Sunday; may top $15,000, big. Last 

week ‘Platinum Blonde’ (Col) around 
$13,000, fine. 

State (Publix) (2,200; 50)—‘Cisco 
Kid’ (Fox). Opened well but busi- 
ness slipping; windup may not run 
over fair $7,000. Last week ‘Cuban 
Love Song’ (M-G) around $7,800. 

Pantages (UA) (1,400; 50)—Un- 
holy Garden’ (UA). Ronald Colman 
means little to box office in this 
town; maybe $7,000, fair. Last week 
‘Street Scene’ (UA), second week), 
around $9,000-fine; about $20,000 for 
fortnight, splendid. 

Seventh Street (RKO) (1,300; 25- 
40)—‘Friends and Lovers’ (Radio) 
and ‘Fanny Foley Herself’ (Radio), 
split. House still compelled to labor 
along; maybe $1,000, bad. Last 
week ‘Notre Dame’ (U), over from 
Orpheum, and ‘The Tip Off’ (Pathe) 
about $2,000. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35)—“Honor 
of Family’ (FN). Maybe $3,000, 
pretty good. Last week ‘Beloved 
Bachelor’ (Par) $4,500, surprisingly 
good. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 25)—‘Women 
Go On Forever’ (Tiff). Weak and 
@bout $800 indicated. Last week 
‘Dreyfus Case’ (Col) held over full 
week to splendid business; $2,600. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 25)—‘My 
Sin’ (Par) and ‘Star Witness’ (WB), 
split. Looks like $1,500, pretty good. 
Last week ‘Bought’ (WB) and ‘Side- 
walks’ (M-G) around $1,300, fair. 


Little (Fine Arts Theatre) (299; 
50-65)—"Zwei Herzen’ (Superfilm- 
Tobis). Third week and expects to 
run until New Year’s; great at $2,- 
700. Last week over $3,200. 

Loew’s State (2,780; 30-50)—‘Mad- 
elon Claudet’ (M-G) and vaude. 
Star unknown in films but getting 
raves from press; fine $18,000. Last 
week ‘Palmy Days’ (UA) won over 
$19,000. 

Mosque (WB) (3,281; 20-35-50)— 
‘Ambassador Bill’ (Fox). Last week 
for this house and about a poor $6,- 
500. Last: week ‘Yellow Ticket’ 
(Fox) weak at $7,000. 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 15- 
25-50-60) —Touchdown’ (Par) and 
vaude. Heading for fairly good 
$15,000. Last week ‘Girls About 
Town’ (Par) $13,000. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,200; 25-40-50- 
60)—‘Consolation Marriage’ (Radio) 
and vaude. Nick Lucas in person; 
a local boy and always good here; 
fine $19,000. Last week Estelle 
Taylor walked out and hurt but Lita 
Grey Chaplin pinch-hitted success- 
fully on stage; fair at $14,000, with 
‘Smart Woman’ (Radio). 

Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-25) 
—'‘East of Borneo’ (U), and ‘Heart- 
break’ (Fox). Split. House getting 
nowhere and ads cut; next week 
new policy of double features on 
split; weak $4,000 currently. Last 
week ‘Murder by Clock’ (Par) and 
‘Sob Sister’ (Fox) $3,500. 


LEVINE EAST WITH LAST 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

Nat Levine, producer of Mascot 
serials, leaves here for New York 
with a print of ‘Lightning Warrior,’ 
starring Rin-Tin-Tin. This washes 
up his program for the current sea- 
son. 

While in the east Levine wih 
make arrangements for production 
of four serials for next year and 
will also negotiate for release of 
eight features. 








‘BILL’ $13,000 IN HAM 


‘Our Children,’ at $5,500—and ‘Ham- 
ilton’ $3,900 








Birmingham, Nov. 16. 
(Drawing Population, 382,792) 

Gobs of big pictures this week and 
good business is likely in most all 
houses. ‘Ambassador Bill’ and ‘Are 
These Our Children’ will split the 
main portion. 

Estimates For This Week 

Alabama (Publix) (2,800: 25-35- 

60)—‘Ambasador Bill’ (Fox) and 


vaude. Will garner a swell $13,000. 
Last week ‘Touchdown’ (Par) a 
fair $11,500. 

Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Our 


Children’ (Radio). Strong ballyhoo 
should help for $5,500. Last week 
‘Secret Service’ (Radio) and ‘Smart 
Woman’ (Radio) a fair $3,900. 

Strand (BTAC) (800; 25-40)— 
‘Children of Dreams’ (WB). Another 
picture was set but this one shoved 
in; maybe $3,600. Last week ‘Ex- 
pensive Women’ (WB) did a dive, 
$3,000. 

Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 25-40)— 
‘Hamilton’ (WB). Will do business 
but competition hurting, $3,900. Last 
week ‘Secrets of Secretary’ (Par) 
surprised by doing $3,400. 

Galax (BTAC) (500; 15-25)—‘Star 
Witness’ (WB). Good, $1,000. Last 
week ‘Sideshow’ (WB), fair $850. 

Temple (Indie) (2,650; 15-20)— 
‘Traveling Husbands’ (Radio) and 
‘Illicit?’ (WB). Price will be the only 
inducement, but that will help, $800. 
Last week ‘Svengali’ (WB) and 
‘Hellbound’ (Tiff) coupled in with 
an American Legion tieup first three 
days, nice $1,100. 


Costliest Error 
Is Filming Own 
Amateur Stuff 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 
Amateur writers who were the 
prize pests around studios trying 
to peddle their brain children have 
now bought themselves cameras and 
are endeavoring to unload their 
photographed product, which is just 
as awful. 
New line of pests have become 
that way through a process of evo- 
lution, with the 16mm camera at 
the bottom of it all. 
After shooting and showing stuff 
in their own parlors and getting 
pats on the back from their friends, 
the boys and girls bought standard 
sized cameras and have been shoot- 
ing anything, hoping to sell the ma- 
terial as stock stuff or as ideas for 
scenarios. 
Every studio these days has its 
quota of amateur cameramen callers 
who ‘just want you to see my stuff.’ 
Bad news for any exec who will 
admit the stuff is halfway good. 
Then comes the bad news. ‘I know 
a place down in the South Seas 
where I could pick up the sweetest 
stuff for shorts. Will you be willing 
to finance, etc?’ 
It’s another wrong way of break- 
ing into the picture business, with 
several score currently running up 
and down the coast using up film 
that'll never see the light of day. 


NEW YORK 
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$17,000. ‘Around the World’ (UA), 
Fairbanks’ travel film, opens Wed- 
nesday (18). 

Roxy (6,200; 50-75-$1.50). ‘Am- 
bassader Bill’ (Fox) and _ stage 
show. Ought to see $70,000 for a 
change; better but not so good for 
Will Rogers’ film. Last week 
‘Friends and Lovers’ (Radio) sunk 
to $54,900, season’s low. 

Strand (2,900; 25-50-75). ‘Expen- 
sive Women’ (FN). Below average 
at $12,000. Last week only $11,500 
for ‘Compromised’ (FN). ‘Blonde 
Crazy’ (FN) a candidate here. 

Warners (1,100; 50-75). ‘Speckled 
Band’ (FD) (2nd week). To $5,000 
after good opening week of $8,500; 
not bad. ‘ 

Winter Garden (1,418; 35-85-$1) 
‘Ruiing Voice’ (FN) (2nd week). 
Successor not yet decided upon; 
meantime, $15,000 ns.g. Opening 
week of $21,500 was fair. If ‘Blonde 
Crazy’ is sent to Strand ‘Her Maj- 
esty—Love’ will come in here, Hol- 
lywood then going dark. 

Tobis-Vanderbilt (826; 50-75-$1) 
‘Kaiserliebchen’ (Fox - Atlantis). 
Opening to a bare $2,500. Last 
week ‘Eine Freundin So Gildig Wie 
Dw’ (Ondra-Lamac) finished final 
and third week under $1,800, poor. 

Ufa-Cosmopolitan (1,130; 50-75- 
$1-$1.50-$2) ‘Ihre Hoheit Befiehlt’ 
(Ufa) (2nd week). Below even 
hoped for figure; under $2,590, very 
bad; first of product not to stay 
over two weeks, being jerked Fri- 
day (20) for ‘Schlacht von Bade- 
muende’ (Ufa). . 

Broadway (1,900; 35-85-$1) ‘Mo- 














Peddler’s Pre-Holiday 
Rampage on Lots; but 
No News Hounds 


Hollywood, Nov. 16, 
Studios are using the Christmas 


spirit on the peddling mob. Pass 
system has been relaxed generally 
for the henefit of the hoys selling 
perfumes, neckties, radios, booze, 
and new suits. Several Hollywood 
and downtown stores are preparing 
to shoot out agents for pre-Christ- 
mas merchandising, claiming pic- 
ture people have taken to avoiding 
the Christmas rush. 

Visitors for the American News- 
paper Publishers’ Association are 
enjoying the keys to the studios, 
but their resident reps are remind- 
ing them that it’s been different 
lately for the correspondents try- 
ing to nuzzle out news. 


LAB WORKERS CLAIM 
CREDIT FOR ‘TABU’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

With cameramen up in arms 
against the Academy’s photographic 
award going to ‘Tabu,’ laboratory 
workers are now stepping in and 
claiming that they should get the 
credit for the photography of the 
picture as what finally reached the 
screen was through their efforts, 
and not the technique of a camera- 
man, 

Lab men claim that when the 
negative of ‘Tabu’ reached Holly- 
wood from the South Seas _ it 
was in such poor condition that 
25% of it had to be duplicated. 
The entire photography was in 
such variance that the printing ran 
all the way from one print light to 
22 print lights, which is the entire 
capacity of lighting time on a print- 
ing machine. Wide difference in 
printing timing was necessary to 
make the photography uniform. 
Workers in the labs feel that their 
efforts should receive some recogni- 
tion, but don’t know how to go 
about it. 

Cameramen complain that tne 
Academy members who vote on the 
awards are ignorant of photo- 
graphic quality, in that a picture 
made entirely outdoors should not 
receive recognition as it is naturally 
lighted. According to them, only a 
studio made picture should be elig- 
ible as in this case the photography 
is created from artificial elements 
which make or break a camera- 
man. 


STUDIOS AND UNIONS 
READY FOR RENEWAL 


The present agreement between 
the west coast film producers under 
the Hays banner and the union la- 
bor crafts which permits the dis- 
cussion of differences and condi- 
tions arising from time to time will 
come up for renewal status Nov. 28 
in New York. It is understood to 
have been pretty well set between 
the unions and Pat Casey, the latter 
acting for the producers. 

This agreement does not spe- 
cifically deal with salary or work- 
ing schedules, but paves the way 
for subsequent discussions which 
do adjust those conditions. 

The agreement was originally 
operative two years and then re- 
newed for three, the final five years’ 
duration ending at midnight, Nov. 
28 (Saturday). 

All the major producing firms will 
have reps at the renewal canfer- 
ence, also probably Pat Casey, now 
on the Coast, with William F. Cana- 
van acting as the representative for 
the I. A, 


Only 964 Extras Work 
Desipte 33 Features 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

The mob kept right on at the 
previous week’s low average, with 
695 working daily last week, while 
feature production dropped from 34 
to 33. Biggest day for extras was 
last Monday, with pay checks for 
964. 

Features continuing this week 
number 33 and the starting list has 
11 more, 


























rals for Women’ (Tiff) and vaude. 
This week may wind up vaudfilm 
policy here; heads meeting Tues- 





day (17) to decide; doubtful of 
reaching $12,000. Last week $10,000 
on ‘Leftover Ladies’ (Tiff), 


—_————> 
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Possessed Is 
Big on $30,000 
At VA—Detroit 


Detroit, Nov. 16. 
With several outstanding attrac. 
tions business picking up this week, 
Good grosses this season 





are last 
season's fair grosses. 
Estimates for This Week 
Michigan — ‘Richman’s Folly’ 


(Par) (4,045; 15-25-35-60) and unit, 
George Bancroft still means some- 
thing and is getting a fair play; 
about $27.500. Last week ‘Once A 
Lady’ (Par), $26,900. 

Fox ‘Yellow Ticket’ (Fox) 
(5,100; 15-25-50) and stage show. 
Names in this. one are helping and 
will wind up with a nice $27,000. 


Last week. ‘Friends and Lovers’ 
(Radio), very poor at -$18,000. 
Fisher — ‘Touchdown’ (Par) 


(2,300; 15-25-35-60) and stage show. 


Will get about $21,000, oke. Last 
week Sophie Tucker and ‘Cuban’ 
(M-G), $23,500. 

Downton—‘Our Children’ (Radio) 
(2,750; 15-25-50). Getting a pretty 
good play with nice reviews; $10,- 
000, fair. Last week ‘Dangerous 
Affair’ (Col), $9,000. 


United Artists — ‘Possessed’ (M- 
G) (2,018; 15-25-35-60-75). Getting 
one of the biggest draws this year; 
Clark Gable and Joan Crawford for 
nearly $30,000. Last week ‘Age for 
Love’ (UA) very weak at $7,500. 

Paramount — ‘Madelon Claudet’ 
(M-G) (3,048; 15-25-35-60). Getting 
fair play on its second week, maybe 
$15,000. Last week to $23,000. 


Cincy Retains Pace; 
‘Guardsman’ $14,000 
Aided by Ad Splurge 


Cincinnati, Nov. 16. 
(Drawing Population, 700,000) 

Locals and expecting some good 
totals this week. Last week had its 
moments, too. 

Newspaper exploitation on cure 
rents is heaviest in months. 

Estimates This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-75)— 
‘Wallingford’ (M-G) and vaude, 
Natural slump following Marx riot 
last week; points to fair $21,500. 
Last week a smash $35,500 for 
Marxes in person and ‘Spider’ (Fox) 
screened, 

Palace (RKO) (2,700; 30-50)—-~ 
‘Rich Man's Folly’ (Par). Slams 
in print and groping for poor $11l,- 
000. Last week $12,500 mediocre on 
‘Once a Lady’ (Par). 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 30-50)—‘Our 
Children’ (Radio). Ad broadsides 
and special plugs; $12,500 excellent, 
Last week ‘Madelon Claudet’ (M-G) 
swell, $16,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 30-50)—~ 
‘Guardsman’ (M-G). The Lunts 
smashed recently in legit ‘Reunion 
in Vienna’ and present booking is 
smart; terrific ad burst; $14,000 
great. Last week ‘Yellow Ticket’ 
(Fox) $9,500. 

Strand (RKO) (1,350; 25-40)—~< 
‘Dangerous Affair’ (Col). Nice re- 
views but tough house; poor $2,500; 











going split week Nov. 21. Last 
week “Rebound” (Pathe) $2,000 
though critics whooped. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,600; 30-50)— 
‘Friends and Lovers’ (Radio). Low 
$2,500 trickle. Last week ‘Side- 


walks’ (M-G) spanked dandy $8,000. 

Family (RKO) (1,140; 20-35)—. 
‘Arizona Terror’ (Tif) and ‘Morals 
for Women’ (Tif) split. For $3,300, 
satisfactory. Last week ‘Tipoft’ 
(Pathe) and “Reckless Living” (U) 
$3,500. ‘ 

Grand (Erlanger) (1,600; 30-50)— 
‘Merry-go-Round’ (Foreign) and 
‘Maciste in Hell’ (Foreign). Double _ 
feature but nude stills as lobby dis- 
play is art, with plenty of sidewalk 
connoisseurs; better than usual with 
$3,500 possible. 


U’s Own Little Cycle 
Interferes with Self 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

To avoid having similar pictures 
hitting the theatres around the 
same date, Universal has separated 
the release days of ‘Frankenstein 
and ‘Murders in the Rue Morgue, 
its horror stories, by three months 
First will be released Nov. 21, 
while ‘Murders’ will be sent out 
after Jan. 1. No exact date has 
been set. ‘Frankenstein’ was com- 
pleted several weeks ago and 
‘Murders’ will finish this week. 


MORLEY WITH BARRY’S 
Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

Karen Morley will be the femme 
love interest between the Barry- 
mores, Lionel and John, in Metros 
‘Arsene Lupin.’ 

Picture is set for production next 
week. Then John goes to Radio for 











one, John Miljan also in ‘Lupin.’ 
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Selling 
pa elelenelele 
FANS! 


3,000,000 circulation. Conservatively 


estimated three readers. to a cop». 





Nine million readers of -the Saturday Evening Post 
are constantly being sold the real entertainment qualities in Paramount 
Pictures. Full Page Ads! Attracting Mr. and Mrs. Movie Pub- 


lic to your box-office. Impressing upon them the importance 





of attending movies regularly. Proving to them that the theatre which shows 


Paramount Pictures is the one place in which they can forget their worries 
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and be ENTERTAINED. To them, the “best show in town” is “TOUCHDOWN”, 


real football with box-office cast headed by Richard Arlen, Peggy Shannon 


and Jack Oakie. GEORGE BANCROFT in “Rich Man’s Folly”, a woman’s 


picture to be sure! GARY COOPER, CLAUDETTE COLBERT 


in “His WoMAN”. 





and big cast. Dr. JEKYLL AND Mr. HYDE”, Fredric March’s supreme role. 


eer 


Directed by Rouben Mamoulian. THE MAN I KILLED”, ERNST 


‘LUBITSCH’S Production with . LIONEL BARRYMORE, NANCY 





“SOOKY” featuring JACKIE COOPER and ROBERT 
(Released during Christmas Holidays). MARLENE’ 
DIETRICH in “Shanghai Express” A,Josef'von Sternberg production; and 


MAURICE CHEVALIER in “One Hour With You” with Jeanette MacDonald, 


“Husband’s Holiday” with CLIVE BROOK 
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Talking Shorts 








LAUREL AND HARDY 

‘Come Clean’ 

20 Mins.; Comedy 

Capitol, New York 
Metro 

A comedy two-reeler of strength 
which should be dated for any grade 
of house. Stan Laurel and Oliver 
Hardy land in a big way in this one. 
Production cost a little more than 
customary. 

An opening title says that Mr. 
Hardy believes a husband should 
tell the wife the whole truth always. 
It follows with a title that Mr. Lau- 
rel is crazy. 

Again with their wives 
Busch and Gertrude Astor), they 
mess things up pretty. James W. 
Horne who directs all the Laurel 
and Hardys, again hasn't slipped up 
on a trick. Char. 


CLARK and McCULLOUGH 
‘Open Eye Detectives’ 
20 Mins. 
Mayfair, New York 
Radio Pictures 

This is the steenth Clark and Mc- 
Cullough short, averaging with the 
run of the earlier score or so, in 
low comedy laugh potentialities. 

The pair this time are private de- 
tectives, retained by a judge to pro- 
tect him from black handers. Bobby 
is a cornet student and earns the 
hatred of a nearby vegetable mer- 
chant who bombards him, In retal- 
jation the pair steal his stock, in- 
cluding the water melon in which is 
concealed the black hand bomb. 

With the melon under McCul- 
lough’s vest, ready to go off any 
time, and the pair in the judge’s 
house, the possibilities of acrobatic 
fun are abundant. Rush. 


vie WHITE and FANNY WAT- 


SON 

‘Of All People’ 

18 Mins.; Comedy 

Strand, New York 
Vitaphone 1276-77 

Laughs make this nice fodder for 
almost any program. It’s all Fanny 
Watson’s, though, with Thelma 
White just there. 

Fanny looks even fatter on the 
screen than on a vaude stage. Prob- 
ably intentional. She’s here as 
an overweight phone operator in a 
hotel and on the make for a John. 
Lands her guy and brings him home 
to the folks, before he can assert 
himself. 

When he tries to walk out, they 
bring suit with the rest courtroom 
stuff and Fanny finally winning an 
award for a broken heart. Kavuf. 


"TAX! TROUBLES’ 

Sennett Comedy 

18 Mins. 

Broadway, New York 
Columbia 

Andy Clyde heading a large cast 
in a typical Sennett chase hurrah 
and with an uproarious trick chase 
finish. Clyde is a comic taxi driver 
beset by a battling mother-in-law 
who suspects him of trifiling with 
other women. 

Clyde gets under unjust suspicion 
with a blonde across the hall, who 
turns out to be the wife of a des- 
perate gunman (Walter Long). 
Gangster, jealous, goes gunning for 
Clyde in his taxi while, snooping 
mother-in-law trails him in her 
Austin, a police patrol car also get- 
ting into the chase. 

Ends when taxi hits a bump, 
throwing gunman out and landing 
him among pursuing cops, while 
Austin hits same bump and lands 
on top of the speeding taxi, which 
is caught between passing trolley 
cars and squeezed to two feet wide 
and 20 feet high, for the finish. 

Custard pie stuff made into a 
two-reel frolic. Rush, 


TERRA MAGAZINE 


(Mae 


Tobis-Vanderbilt, N. Y. 
Terra 

German reel has originality and 
shows promise of developing into a 
pleasing program filler as a series. 
Three subjects in the current issue. 

First is Paul Heidemann, w.k. 
German star, shown in what looks 
like an outdoor stadium with a big 
crowd. Heidemann tells audience 
he’s going to show them some 
sports. Then flashes of a Tilden- 
Cochet battle, Nurmi, an ice-skat- 
ing champ, and some other sports. 
Second clip is a baby farm some- 
where in Germany with all the kid- 
dies put through exercises. N. Y. 
censors cut this somewhat because 
the tots were nude. Final clip is 
one of those old fashioned mellers 
with old fashioned film house ac- 
companiment. 

Short got applause. 


*THE CLOCK SHOP’ 
Cartoon 
6 Mins. 
Roxy, New York 
Columbia 
One of the Silly Symphony se- 
ries. Familiar idea of clocks and 
figures gyrating to musical rhythm. 
Done before and under the same 
name if memory recalls, but with 
live figures instead of cartoon. 
Here as a cartoon offering a 
pleasant novelty filler for any pro- 
gram, although not hilariously so. 
Shan. 


Kauf. 





‘A COLLEGE RACKET’ 
With Glenn Tryon 
20 Mins.; Comedy 
Lyric, New York 

Educational 
Only moderately amusing slap- 
stick comedy in a collegiate back- 
ground. It lays on the bangup stuff 
and slapstick in layers, but in its 20 
minutes’ running time digs out a 
few laughs, 
College dean has forbidden any 
pupils from going to the Pirate’s 
Den (a place in Greenwich Village), 
on penalty of expulsion. After mis- 
taken by the Den’s prop for a gun- 
ster out to get him, Glenn Tyron, as 
one of the collegiates, impersonates 
the dean and wins back a pal’s I. O. 
U.’s for gambling debts. 
Action ends in a free for all at the 
Den, with the college boys coming to 
the aid of Tryon. Char. 


CANNIBALS OF THE DEEP 
‘Wrestling Swordfish’ 

Sports Novelty 

8 Mins. 

Loew’s New York 

Mack Sennett series. Sennett, in 
a silent foreword, is described as a 
contributor to the American Mu- 
seum of Natural History. However, 
that intro neither distracts from nor 
aids entertainment. Good filler. 
Starts. with an under-water shot 
of certain star fish types and swings 
to show the catch of a huge sea bat. 
How the fish is speared and then 
landed on the boat provides some 
tense seconds. This sequence and 
that of two fishermen in a rowboat 
reeling for marlin swordfish provide 
the offscreen voice with opportunity 
for wisecracks toa help out the pic- 
ture. 

Although not so expertly put to- 
gether for continuous suspense, pho- 
tography is clear, but recording 
isn’t always what it should be and 
may be due to reproduction here. 
When caught well received from a 
pinch-brained and meagre audience. 
Otherwise looks like a takeoff in 
good order of similar fishing novel- 
ties released by Metro. Shan. 


Eddie BUZZELL 
‘KINGS OR BETTER’ 
Comedy 

10 Mins. 

Lyric, New York 


Columbia 


Buzzell uses his formula of the 
radio broadcaster on a _ bed-time 
story program. Starts as he is fin- 
ishing a tale for kiddies and about 
to start one for adults. Fancifully, 
foppish comedy made tasteful 
through Buzzell’s offscreen gagging. 
This one has to do with royalty 
and the manner of production plus 
Buzzell’s witty cracks makes the 
piece okay matter anywhere despite 
a not too strong finish. Characters 
utilized range from slapstick order 
to musical comedy types. 

Punch situation is where a royal 
personage comes to tear his prince- 
ling son from the girl. She takes 
his $75,000 to call it quits and then 
jerks the curtains aside and asks 
the old boy to pick out his son 
from along 75 or so boy friends call- 
ing on her at once. Shan. 





‘THE TRAP’ 
William J. Burns Series 
Underworld Melodrama 


11 Mins. 
Lyric, New York 
Educational 
‘The Trap,’ William J. Burns’ 
story, tells of an escaped convict 


who ingeniously recaptured. It 
is a Vest pocket gangster item of 
sufficient interest to merit fairly 


wide circulation. 
While supposedly founded on an 
actual incident, much of the action 
seems highly implausible, particu- 
larly the manner of escape from 
Sing Sing. Coming back to kill his 
prosecutor if the scheduled death 
execution of the convict’s brother 
isn’t stayed, a pen that is taken out 
to look up the phone number sud- 
denly spurts tear gas in the es- 
caped’s eyes, blinding him for re- 
capture, 

Fairly well made. Char. 





‘WEDDING BILLS’ 
Comedy 
9 Mins. 
Loew’s New York 
Vitaphone No. 1130 

Not enough comedy to cause much 
of a ripple as a program piece, but 
may Ao as a minor filler or emer- 
gency stuff on lesser bills. Two in- 
advertent laughs. Maybe three. 
Acting bad. Done in the accepted 
style of musical comedy blackouts. 
Here, however, what should be a 
blackout only is padded, and too 
much so. That makes it look like 
there couldn't have been enough 
story material to begin with for this 
idea 1.bout a bridal pair being but- 
ted into by relatives even before the 
honeymoon is over. Title is off. 

Helen Lynd is the femme lure. 
Wronz type voice here. Too baby- 
ish aiid affected. Sounds as if Miss 
Lynd is about to burst out erying 
or go to a yodel anytime. Only here 
she doesn’t. Might be a tipoff for 
Vita or some other shorts maker to 
shove Miss Lynd into impersonation 





stuff, solo. She has one on Lou 
Holtz that’s a beaut. A looker he- 
sides, Shan 





Miniature Reviews 


‘The Champ’ (Metro). Wal- 

lace Beery and Jackie Cooper 
starred in a semi-boxing story 
that stands up and talks tears 
and business. Cooper kid’s per- 
formance respcnsible for like- 
ly strong success. 
‘Strictly Dishonorable’ (U). 
Fine program picture. Delicate- 
ly handled risque comedy in 
the hands of an excellent cast. 
Paul Lukas, first feature, with 
Sidney Fox and Lewis Stone. 
Should particularly delight the 
woman, 

‘Are These Our Children?’ 
(RKO-Radio drama). Solemn 
preachment about wild modern 
youth that is likely to alienate 
the younger fans. Gloomy end- 
ing and much emotional agony 
throughout. Best for neighbor- 
hood matinees, but weak for 
main street de luxers. 


‘Morals For Women’ (Tif- 
any). Sympathetic story about 
a fallen angel of sure appeal 
to the femme fans. Hoke senti- 
ment built into first class com- 
mercial program product. Good 
second line film names in nice 
acting cast. 


‘Ambassador Bil’ (Fox). An- 
other Will Rogers feature in 
which he predominates in foot- 
age exposure. Not as good as 
his previous films and some- 
what carelessly thrown to- 
gether for continuous interest 
but okay b. o. in view of the 
Rogers personality and draw. 
Bigger spots may not want to 
chance it without support. 

‘Touchdown’ (Par). Foot- 
ball talker with enough twists 
to make it different. Helpful 
treatment and capable cast 
raise it above average as 
amusement and for business. 
‘The Age for Love’ (Hughes- 
U. A.). Billie Dove featured. 
Just a big error all around. 

‘Sidewalks of New York’ (Me- 
tro). Weak Buster Keaton 
comedy destined for B and C 
houses as well as double-bill- 
ers. May do fair business away 
from the bigger stands where 
much more would be expected 
of Keaton. 

‘Phantom of Paris’ (Metro). 
John Gilbert at his best since 
talkers but more than Gilbert, 
it’s the story, direction, sup- 
port and general treatment. 
Merits above average gross. 
‘Neck And Neck’ (Sono-Art). 
Weak race track story. Des- 
tined for double bills. 
‘Hurricane Horseman’ (Cap- 
itol). Second rate western for 
dual programs. 

‘Kaiserliebchen’ (Fox-Atlan- 
tis). The Kaiser falls in love 
with the country postmaster’s 
daughter. Nicely acted but 
business chances limited be- 
cause sound and photography 
are poor. 














THE CHAMP 


Metro production and release. Wallace 
Beery and Jackie Cooper co-starred, Di- 
rected by King Vidor. Dialog by Leonard 
Praskins from Frances Marion's original 


story. Gordon Avil, photog. Opened Nov. 
9 at Astor, New York, two-a-day at $2, 
indef. Running time, 85 minutes. 
CRAMP. cc cccccscccccccccccese Wallace Beery 
oo ea eeecccscecoses ++--Jackie Cooper 
CMMI: 0 66 60 6006 000000 6060008668%5 Trene Rich 
BPONBES. oor cccevcccccecccs devess Roscoe Ates 
Wa dacksed¥Ssabwederscess Edward Brophy 
TOMY. ccccccccaccvccceseccess Hale Hamilton 
WOMB, 64.0 6 030640060000664 10084 Jesse Scott 
Mary LOU. cc ccccciccccces Marcia Mae Jones 
A good picture, almost entirely 
by virtue of an inspired perform- 


ance by a boy, Jackie Cooper. There 
is none of the usual hammy quality 
of the average child actor in this 
kid. He goes beyond, simply acting 
natural in natural situations. He 
has the power to square the broad- 
est plot exaggerations that a Holly- 
wood scenarist can devise, merely 
with wistful boyishness and a man- 
ner that never gets scrambled with 
thespian mechanics. This picture 
will hit ’em all, large or small, and 
that means lots of money. 

The director and his meg are not 
mirrored in Jackie Cooper’s phiz. 
There is no suggestion of orders 
from and training under an anxious 
parent or tutor in a single gesture, 
expression or intonation. Here is 
the perfect child player, chiefly be- 
cause he isn’t typical. 

What also makes ‘The Champ’ a 
good talker is a studied, understand- 
ing adult piece of work by the co- 
star, Wallace Beery, who had to step 
to keep up with Jackie, and a 
Frances Marion original that isn’t 
bad for a boxing story. Tears again 
become a commercial factor in a 
talker and there are plenty in this 
one, also spelling box office. 

This reverts to Jackie Cooper’s 
credit, for the tears are drawn by 
him alone. The Champ, his father 
and his idol, dies at the finish. The 
kid goes into a crying panic. He 
walks from one sympathizer to an- 
other in the dressing room, reject- 
ing each condolence with a scream 
for the Champ. King Vidor nor 
anyone else can direct a boy into 
playing this scene as this boy played 
it. It’s as though Jackie really feels 
it, and because of this the audience 
feels it along with him. 

The boy, as is customary with 
boys in pictures, says some strange 
things for a boy his age; his think- 
ing has far more scope and depth 
than is good for a boy his age. 
There are many chances for the 
character to become unbelievable 
and lose its grip, but this boy doesn’t 
let it get away from him. 

Beery worked with Jackie and in 
this part as though he enjoyed both 
immensely. The boy must have 
been an inspiration, while the role 
had round heels with scalloped 
edges and bottoms. Beery does a 
broken down ex-heavyweight champ. 
He’s anchored in Tia Juana with his 
kid and a couple of training camp 
leeches, and training for a comeback 
between stews. When not stewing 
he’s gambling and the comeback al- 
ways seems more distant. He wins 
enough to buy the kid a race horse. 
Then he loses the horse in a crap 
game. 

In the attempts of the Champ’s 
former wife and the boy’s mother 
to regain her son there is some men- 
ace, though Irene Rich as_ the 
mother and Hale Hamilton as her 
second husband were painted lily 
white by the script. Their reason 
for wanting the boy is to give him 
a break in environment. They final- 
ly convince the Champ to deliver 








The Woman’s Angle 








in bad company. 


in the smaller towns. 
‘Morals for Women’ (Tiff). 


‘Touchdown’ (Par). 


‘Age for Love’ 


‘Expensive Women’ (WB). 





| interest and confusion of plot. 


‘Are These Our Children’ (Radio). 


Inside on football. 
gridiron strategy dissuades the gals with an Arlen-Oakie crush and con- 
verts this into a film strictly for the boys. 


‘The Phantom of Paris’ (MGM). 
performance still doesn’t make the grade he held in silent films. 
star—excellent in light, romantic scenes—is greatly helped by a fas- 
cinating yarn that grips feminine attention and sympathy. 


‘The Champ’ (M-G). An expert sentimental production in that the tears 
and sympathy it has for women do not antagonize the male audience, 
for whom it is basically designed. Jackie Cooper's sensitive, natural act- 
ing endears him to men and women alike. 





‘Strictly Dishonorable’ (U). Though its two principals do not realize 
fully the rich flavor of their characterizations, 
Broadway hit enthralls the ladies with tender, wistful romance. 


this adaptation of a 





Tragic results when youth mixes 


No names to draw the younger set, and a title that 
sounds too preachy for their entertainment. 
this title, theme, and fine acting of newcomer Eric Linden, especially 


Matrons will respond to 





Poor quickie without any faith in itself. 
Incapable of inspiring conviction. 





‘Ambassador Bill’ (Fox). Sedate revolution in a mythical kingdom. 
Bogus peek at royalty won’t impress the flaps, but Will Rogers, as Am- 
bassador to the Courts of Sylvania and Cupid, delights audience ma- 
trons with homespun philosophy and political wisecracks. 





Love interest swamped by 





(UA). Problem of domesticity versus a career for 
women. Though overboard with dialog and mixed up in its logic, subject 
matter is the stuff matinee ladies like to ponder about. 





John Gilbert’s best talking picture 
The 





Dolores Costello's performance deprives 
this film of its potential interest for feminine audiences. 
orous star would have difficulty overcoming weakly 


Even a glam- 
motivated love 
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him, but the boy sneaks back. When 
the Champ dies at the end the boy 
does go, weeping, to his mother. 

In their very personal contact in 
an upstairs room amidst smoke 
joints and gambling casinos at the 
Mexican resort, there is some com. 
edy. Some of the dialog sparkles 
under the Beery-Cooper handling 
and a couple of gag situations fal} 
in at the right moments. Beery as 
the gin-soaked piece of ex-athlete 
gives a smart impression of a 
punchy pug boxing with the ozone. 
He has a 10-ton girdle of excess 
flesh around the middle, as picture 
boxers often have, but this 
boxer 
sloppy. 

Just enough flash at the gambling 
layouts to deliver the idea is a tech- 
nical credit for the production. The 
race track scene might as well have 
been a news clip. The fight arena 
action and suggestion of a crowd 
there possess more than the average 
realism. 

Miss Rich and Hamilton satisfy in 
their walk throughs. Roscoe Ates 
has two stutter chances, both for 
laughs, but otherwise talks straight. 
That's about the best way to extend 
the life of his stutter stuff as a 
comedy element for talkers. 

Instead of waiting to grow up and 
tell his grandchildren about it, the 
Cooper boy can tell his grandfather 
right now that this is his picture. 
Youth isn’t wasted on children when 
there are kids like this. It will be 
talkers’ heavy loss when Jackie 
Cooper grows up. 

With ‘The Champ’ Metro is seem- 
ingly gunning for some of the kid 
business that Paramount illustrated 
was available for kid pictures. The 
attempt is deliberate and obvious, 
but the sting is taken out of that by 
Cooper. He'll get the kids in along 
with others and entertain all. Bige. 


picture 
is supposed to be fat and 


Stricily Dishonorable 


Universal production and release. Feae 
tures Paul Lukas with Sidney Fox and 
Lewis Stone underlined. Based on Preston 
Sturges’ play of same name. Directed by 
John Stahl. Screen play, Gladys Lehman; 
edited by Arthur Travers; photography, 
Jackson Rose; sound, Maurice Pivar. 
duced by Carl Laemmle, Jr. 
terion, N. Y., for twice daily, 
minimum run at $1.50. 


Pro- 
At the Cri- 
four weeks’ 
Running time, 91 


mins, 

MOUs 015 056.6.0.00665666000000006065 Paul Lukas 
BONN so 0.406 045060696600060600000ReY Ten 
ce ee ne eee Lewis Stone 
BOOED vi cgntbneespeeaseesenes George Meeker 
Tomasso...eee ecccccecece William Ricciardi 
PAULI GAN. 00 00s ccceccesceseess Sidney Toler 


Very enjoyable and particularly 
well played feature which should 
gather much more than a normal 
share of receipts. Its performances 
are sterling in every case and 
with its risque theme, figures to de- 
light the women and amuse their 
escorts. 

Paul Lukas, borrowed from Para- 
mount and a perfect pick, heads 
the cast. He is billed ahead of 
both Sidney Fox and Lewis Stone. 
This trio carries the film, with 
Stone emerging as the standout 
figure. No argument about this 
veteran actor’s work here. As a 
former judge who has liked his grog 
too well his delineation is among 
the best things he has ever done in 
pictures, and Stone has many splen- 
did performances on his side of the 
ledger. A matter of opinion as to 
whether this is his top effort, but 
there can be nothing but a unanie 
mous vote on the merit of his 
Judge. An understanding, impres- 
sive, and amusing portrayal. 

Miss Fox, comparatively new in 
celluloid, offers a charming appear- 
ance and plays her more or less be- 
wildered southern girl as closely as 
possible to the manner which was 
laid down by Muriel Kirkland in 
the play. Indeed, the voice simi- 
larity is such that it often seems 
as if Miss Kirkland were talking. 
‘Dishonorable’ will set Miss Fox in 
pictures. She is not only pretty, 
but capable. Lukas, as the operatic 
play boy who takes his first big 
tumble for the little rebel, also re- 
mains on his consistent high plane 
and will give the femme folk @ 
thrill in a role which could be said 
to have cried for him. 

In directing Stahl hasn’t tried to 
change the movement of the play 
with this appearing as a happy 
thought. Result, then, is almost an 
exact duplication of the legit pres- 
entation except for the undressing 
scene, which has been considerably 
stifled for screen consumption. 
There are also some additional 
scenes, but not many. One, where 
Lukas wakes up Stone, is a delight, 
due to the latter. The dialog, for 
comedy, has often been mis-timed 
as there’s nary a pause after many 
a laugh line. A compensating fac- 
tor, however, is that the ensuing 
‘sides’ are not important. ; 

Productionally, the feature doesn't 
look expensive, although the bacK- 
grounds include everything neces- 
sary. The theme of the young 
southern girl quarrelsomely split- 
ting away from her overbearing 
northern fiance in a speakeasy to 
immediately fall in love with the 
opera star, her first personality, has 
sufficient complications en route to 
make it interesting. Its emotional 
climax is the star’s invitation for 
the deserted girl to spend the night 
in his apartment, which she ac- 
cepts to the consternation of the 
judge, who discerns that she’s 
nothing but a child. 





The older man does his best to 
stop the girl from her own intent 
and fails, but the situsiion risots 


al- 


i} when the singer also suddenly re 
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izes the innocence of Isabelle, and 
leaves her to rush upstairs to spend 
a restless night in the judge's flat. 
He returns in the morning to pro- 
ose: marriage. 

‘Dishonorable’ was a nice piece of 
stage writing and retains its worth 
as a film. It is even embellished 
by the screen cast. Of this list Sid- 
ney Toler is deserving of more than 
passing mention as: a policeman, 
and also George Meeker, who does 
the aggravating fiance. William 
Ricciardi, who with Meeker is from 
the show, makes another colorful 
support player. 

Universal has the Criterion for 
four weeks. While ‘Strictly Dis- 
honorable’ is not two-a-day reel 
material it is a good ‘prestige’ pic- 
ture for U and, happily enough, 
one with fine boxoffice potentialities 
when it reaches the regular houses, 
On that basis its show case display 
for $1.50 on the 44th street corner 
seem a justifiable and showmanly 
move, regardless of Criterion re- 
sults, which won’t be bad. Sid. 


Are These Our Children 


RKO-Radio production and release. Writ- 
ten and directed by Wesley Ruggles; 
adaptation and dialog by Howard Esta- 
brook. Associate producer, Louis Sarecky; 
assistant directors, Doran Cox and Dewey 


Starkey. Cameraman, Leo Tover. Clem 
Portman, sound. Running time 75 minutes. 
Mayfair, New York, Nov. 13, on grind. 

Eddie Brand ccccceccccescesecs Eric Linden 
OO MET EERTT TTT Rochelle Hudson 
Florence CarmeS..cccceseessssd Arline Judge 
Nick Crosby.«sees+s evevesers Ben Alexander 
Bennie Gray.cecceccecstcevesss Robert Quirk 
Giggles. ..-+++- occecesereseess Roberta Gale 
Dumbell.....++. eoecsecceess Mary Kornman 
Heinie KrantzZ.......0.« William Orlamond 
Grandmother Morton......... Beryl Mercer 
Bobby Brand...csccccvccsececsss Billy Butts 
Gam Kong......«- eocecceccocesd Jimmy Wang 
Taxi Driver..ceccsocccess: Robert McKenzie 
Charlie.....seees eecceccscccees Earl Pingee 
SaM .rccceccvccces eocccccee Russell Powell 
Defense Attorney...........-Harry Shutan 
Prosecutor ...+++++ ecesceeses half Harolde 


There hasn’t yet been a success- 
ful film preachment about the 
modern wild youngeration but that 
doesn't seem to stop Hollywood 
from making more of ’em. This one 
is no better than the others and 
promises no exception in any way. 

Story is particularly heavy 
handed in its moralizing, it’s over- 
loaded with emotional agonies and 
in the end doesn’t get anywhere 
in pointing a moral. On the box of- 


ifice side it has no names that count, 
‘although the group of young people 


turns in a remarkaly graphic screen 


‘performance, Eric Linden, as _ the 
boy victim of bad companions 
‘drawing a really notable picture. 


Looks like a subject that may do 


“Matinee business in the neighbor- 


hoods and that chiefly from among 
the older women; for first run gala 
spots the title alone probably will 
probably turn the younger fans to 
the opposition. 

Story pattern is most unusual, 
picture having no scenario shape 
at all, being merely the bleak nar- 
rative of a well intentioned high 
school boy of modest, respectable 
family background, who gets mixed 
up with the jazz flap and sleek 
playboy types of his community; 
under the influence of gin and an 
inflated ego, gets himself to a high- 
ly theatrical finish in the electric 
chair. 

The picture never seems to make 
up its mind whether it is a sympa- 
thetic consideration of this partic- 
ular boy or a denunciation of the 
generation to which he belongs. The 
boy sins sloppily and most inartis- 
tically. He is lured to dance halls 
from his grandmother’s protecting 
apron strings by a brazen young 
charmer and then is introduced to 
some easy system of making money 
by his wiser and more alert boy 
companions. Apparently he just 
drifts into the primrose path. 

The murder for which he finally 
pays the penalty is a particularly 


drab business. Eddie and his boy 
and girl friends are making 


whoopee in a taxi joy ride and they 
run out of gin in Jamaica. Eddie 
calls upon the friend of the family 
who runs a delicatessen store in 
the town to demand that he re- 
Plenish their supply. There is a 
Struggle over the delicatessen man’s 
private bottle and Eddie fires the 
fatal shot. 

The picture devotes nearly 40 
minutes to the trial scene, most of 
it dealing with the boy’s strange 
infatuation with the part he is 
Playing in sensational tabloid pub- 
licity, and the rest with the mortal 
anguish of his grandmother over 
his fate. 

Final sequence shows the lad in 
the death house, bidding farewell 
to Granny, the nice girl he turned 
down in favor of the flashier sirens 
in the first chapter, with the finale 
the condemned youth clinging to 
the cold steel bars of his cell and 
reciting the Word’s Prayer to the 
accompaniment of an off stage 
choir, as theatrical a climax as 
could be imagined to a story so 
untheatrical as to be grimly drab. 

Picture hasn’t a single sympathe- 


tic character, unless it is the be- 
Wildered grandmother and_ the 
jilted good girl, neither of whom 
sets any reward for virtue. Cer- 
tainly the hero invited small pity 
for his fate, and if he was meant 


to arouse the spectator’s sympathy, 
Somebody missed somewhere. 


New York exploitation went in 
Strongly for the emotional punch of 
the film, and that probably is the 
St salesmanship. There doesn't 
Seem to be any other sales angle, 





except the direct address of the ti- 
tle to the housewife and mother 
element. : 

Picture has peculiar. technical 
angles, one being a tendency to em- 
phasize unexpected close up _ se- 
quences, and another much futur- 
istic trick photography apparently 
aiming at some sort of symbolism. 
For the earlier young love passages 
the petting kids are seen through a 
sort of whirling tunnel of profile 
hearts, this later giving way to a 
trembling vista of distorted shapes, 
apparently representing jazz con- 
fusion. In the trial scene trick cam- 
era shots show a maelstrom of 
newspaper headlines and in another 
story juncture there are stretches 
of snow covered housetops of a 
great city, whatever dramatic pur- 
pose that served. Rush. 


MORALS FOR WOMEN 


Tiffany production and release. Featur- 
ing Bessie Love. Directed by Mort Filu- 
menstock. Story by Frances Hyland. 


Cameraman, Max Dupont. Phil Goldstone 





producer, Running time, 68 mins, At 
Broadway week Nov. 14. 

ie | er 3essie Love 
Ven Dyaes. irsce erececcccece Conway Tearle 
POM CameR ice ccecccectecesse John Holland 
FIOra .,-ccccvvccccssccessvatalie Moorhead 
ee Emma Dunn 
EAUTGIIS. TAGSCOR. 2 cc cccccccceces June Clyde 
Oe PPT Edmund Breese 
Bill Huston David Rollins 
CIRUGIR cccrcoccccvccsocsiege Lina Basquette 
MEATDCIIO wcccvrverccones Virginia Lee Corbin 


No artistic frills about this one, 
which is of tried material, address- 
ing the feminine fans in a sympa- 
thetic treatment of the girl who 
went wrong but redeemed herself. 
Excellent hoke for its purpose and 
idea carried out in a neat literary 
way, excellently played by a cast of 
sterling secondary film names, 

Film has a happy ending, and 
throughout the treatment is typi- 
cally feminine, making familiar 
story elements serve the purpose of 
a commercial release of substantial 
earning prospects, Story is the 
work of a woman, and its success- 
ful outcome once more suggests 
that probably women writers know 
instinctively the management of 
this type of subject and their prod- 
uct starts with an advantage. 

Here the heroine's sin is not only 
luxurious, but by a trick of circum- 
stances made almost justifiable—or 
at least there are plenty of things 
to mitigate her wickedness. A man 
writer dealing with the same ma- 
terial would have gummed up the 
sentimental values and probably 
have given her a distressing end. 
The feminine angle devises satis- 
factory alibis for the girl’s trifling 
and lays the foundation for a com- 
fortable finale and the well-mean- 
ing Magdalen in her true love’s 
arms. 

Helen is first introduced in the 
surroundings of a swank flat to 
which her employer carries the key, 
but promptly upon the appearance 
of her childhood sweetheart she 
walks out on all this splendor to 
return to her humble home to start 
all over. 

Once home she becomes involved 
in family complications, the press- 
ing need of money by her father, 
her sister, and finally a large sum 
needed to keep a charming. kid 
brother out of jail. Hence she re- 
turns to her former § half-world 
state, but, mind you, in a spirit of 
self-sacrifice. It’s phoney, of course, 
but as far as the screen values go, 
it turns the audience trick. 

Situation then develops of the 
honest lover discovering her shady 
situation with many interesting 
complications, but all brought 
around, not altogether convincingly, 
but entirely satisfactorily, to the 
romantic solution. 

Picture is nicely played by Miss 
Love as the somewhat rumpled 
dove, Conway Tearle as the rich pro- 
tector, and John Holland as the 
honest lover. Story neatly shaded 
with smart comedy intervals to 
which Natalie Moorhead, Lina Bas- 
quette and Virginia Lee Corbin con- 
tributed as a trio of types for whom 
the Greeks had a word. Another 
agreeable bit is played by David 
Rollins, a young man of whom much 
has not been heard, but one who 
will some day get the right juvenile 
role that will bring him overnight 
to the fore. 

Technical production looks like 
moderately heavy budget and is 
managed in workmanlike way. Al- 
together a sample of acceptable 
hoke done with shrewd craftsman- 
ship. Program material, of small 
artistic merit, but high commercial 
ratng. Rush. 


AMBASSADOR BILL 


Fox production and _ release. Starring 
Will Rogers. Featuring Greta Nissen and 
Marguerite Churchill. Suggested from 
story, ‘Ambassador from United States,’ 
by Vincent Sheean. Screen play by Guy 


Bolton. Directed by Sam Taylor. At the 
toxy, New York, week Nov. 13. Running 
time 68 mins, 

Bill Harper. .cccccccccccscceecs Will Rogers 
The Queen.......--.-Marguerite Churchill 
i rrrrrrrr rr ry tr Greta Nissen 
King Paul.....cccccscccces -Tad Alexander 
Prince De Polikoff..Gustay von Seyffertits 
LOUCWOP. ccccccccccccesecccecers tay Milland 
Senator PilJsbury........ Ferdinand Munier 





There's a practically insured b.o. 
for this one that is impelled by 
Will Rogers’ growing popularity as 
a columnist and talker. Th1ii’s de- 
spite the wilting yarn here pre- 
sented and the altogether illozical 
hoke offered. But strictly a hokum 
piece built so that the Will Rogers 
personality and style of wisecrack- 
ing predominates. 








His opinionated ' 


gags are generally construed as so 
much homely philosophy and al- 
ways make for kindly titters. The 
rigid analysis would tally this one 
as only fair material except for 
what Rogers can do on his per- 
sonal draw. 


Beside Will Rogers nothing mat- 
ters, and while in action or story 
the film doésn’t come up to former 
Rogers pictures, it will make more 
than an apparent dent in entertain- 
ment reaction. Story concerns ap- 
pointment of an Oklahoma cattle 
man as U.S. Ambassador somewhere 
abroad where the king has been 
exiled and his wife and son 


natives. 
Into that situation Rogers comes 
with his homely observations to in- 


culcate American manners and 
carelessly complicating the coun- 
try’s political setup, but finally 


winding up okay. King and queen 
are reunited as Rogers does a smil- 
ing fadeout with the child prince 
like a couple of pals. Among the 
photographic gags introed is a kids' 
baseball game on the royal lawn 
and the creation of a boy scout 
troop in the country. 

This latter stuff may be the kid 
angle, but even that gets lopped a 
bit when for an unaccountable rea- 
son Greta Nissen and Miss Church- 
ill both are shown in undressed 
states. That’s incongruous for 
Rogers as well as the kid angle, but 
maybe the customers won't mind. 
Each scene is brief, the Churchill 
shot just a flash of a good figure. 

The Nissen semi-nude is thrown 
off as so much court intrigue, when 
as the prime minister’s girl friend 
she gets caught sneaking a letter 
out of Rogers’ desk. Swell femme 
idea that’s only 6,000 years old fol- 
lows, and Miss Nissen does the 
embarrassment episode by quickly 
slipping off her gown. 

Rogers gets opportunity to throw 
off some soft-mannered pokes at 
prohibition and Republicans gener- 
ally. That’s where he bumps up 
against a U. S. senator on an in- 
spection tour of the country’s em- 
bassies abroad.. The punch comes 
through the senator always at- 
tempting a speech whether needed 
or not. As Rogers says, all the 
U. S. S. needed to make a speech 
was to be in the company of more 
than two persons or something. 

Babe Ruth among others gets 
some free and frequent mention in 
the picture. Photography okay as 
goes, but those shots of the revolu- 
tion and the boy king running ram- 
pant amid the hail of cannonballs 
are hard to fathom. Also how the 
king and queen so naively phone 
each other for love-twits while’ the 
town or country is being completely 
torn up by shot and shell. But 
that’s the kind of picture this is, 
and Rogers is all over: the film: 
That’s a help. Shan. 


TOUCHDOWN 


Paramount production and release. Di- 
rected by Norman McLeod. Adapated by 
Grover Jones and William Slavens McNutt 
from Francis Wallace’s novel, ‘Stadium.’ 
At Paramount, New York, week Noy. 13: 
Running time, 79 minutes, 

Dan Curtis.......+e+.e++ee--Richard Arlen 
Mary Gehring....eese..+..-Peggy Shannon 
Babe Barton....ccccecsesseess+-Jack Oakie 
Tom Hussey....scoscesseses- Regis Toomey 
Jerome Gehring.............George Barbier 
Pop Stewart.........J. Farrell MacDonald 
President Baker............-George Irving 
Harrigan........e.ee..+...-Charles D. Brown 








An _ all-football gridiron talker 
that moves at an exceptional clip. 
Story is different from the usual 
football stuff in two ways; hero is 
generally disliked up until the last 
few feet and the big game isn’t won 
by our side. ‘Touchdown’ should do 
nice business. 

There is a peculiar angle to the 
plot that’s visible in retrospect only. 
It won't be noticed by audiences. 
Only a person looking for a smear 
will see it. And the reaction of any- 
one noticing this peculiarity will be 
wonderment over how such a handi- 
cap was hurdled. The picture's en- 
tire success depended on proper 
treatment of a tricky plot, and for- 
tunately the proper treatment was 
given. 

The hero, an all-American player 
who develops into a major schoo] 
coach, is a fellow who can’t stand 
a loss. That part of his makeup 
is brought out early in the story in 
a dressing room speech by his coach. 
After he too starts coaching, that 
must-win spirit prompts him to 
send in a boy whose knee was in- 
jured but upon whose presence on 
the field depends the game. The 
boy is sent in by the can’t-lose 
coach and though he wins the game, 
another jolt in the knee sends him 
to the hospital. 

This cruel coach loses his friends 
and all audience sympathy with his 
methods. In the climax game he’s 
up against the same proposition. 
Another injured player on the bench 
is the margin between defeat and 
victory. This boy had previously 
sustained concussion of the brain. 
The doctor’s diagnosis said that one 
more smack in the same place might 
prove fatal. By the flash-back proc- 
ess the coach’s regeneration is 
shown. He resists the temptation, 
keeps the boy on the bench and 
although he loses the game, wins 
back his girl and his friends. At 
the same time winning the audience. 

He's a hero because after sending 
one boy in to be nearly murdered, 
he declines to send another boy in 





rule | 
amid spasmodic revolutions by the | 





for the same fate. Upon such flimsy 
reasoning is Richard Arlen’s talker 
heroism based. That it’s so deftly 
handled as to momentarily convince 
any auditor is to the credit of the 
whole staff, from writer to director. 

The story of the coach's methods 
from bad to good is the story of 
the picture, with everything else 
just the trimmings. But the trim- 
mings sell the story. They com- 
prise chiefly the technical football 
points and a light comedy come- 
back by Jack Oakie. The Par juve 
comic has all the relief to himself | 


ana tag Eni 
aiid a lawn finish 





line at the that 
should give him top mention in most 
of the word-of-mouth. 

Richard Arlen is the coach-hero, 
Peggy Shannon the girl and Regis} 
Toomey the third corner of a love 
triangle that doesn’t interfere too 
much with the plot. J. Farrell Mac- | 
Donald is the older coach here, as 
in ‘Spirit of Notre Dame.’ His | 
fairly close resemblance to the late 
Knute Rockne is backed up by an 
impersonation that coincides with 
the popular idea of a football men- 
tor. Charles Starrett, as the boy 
with the injured conk, is the most 
footballish looking member of the 
principal cast. Par says he played 
at Dartmouth. 

For atmosphere there are bits by | 
and flashes of Jim Thorpe, Howard 
Jones, Russ Saunders, Morley 
Drury, Jesse Hibbs, Nate Barrager, 
Tom Lieb, Roy Riegels (famous for 
running toward the wrong goal 
line), Manfred Vezie, Herman Brix, 
Harry Edelson, Cecil Hoff, Marger 
Aspit and George Dye, all grid 
names. 

The stadium scenes were cleverly 
blended with newsreel clips and the 
camera work is never conspicuously 
phoney. Some of the cast, in a field 
box, seem like part of a real foot- 
ball crowd. 

‘Stadium,’ a novel by Francis 
Wallace, once on Rockne’s staff, 
provided the plot. Grover Jones and 
William Slavens McNutt, for adapt- 
ing, and Norman McLeod, for direct- 
ing can take bows for their work, 
without bumping heads. Bige. 


THE AGE FOR LOVE 


Howard Hughes production; United Art- 
ists release. Directed by Frank Lloyd. Bil- 
lie Dove featured. Adapted by Frank 
Lloyd and Ernest Pascal from the latter's 


novel. Dialog by Robert E. Sherwood. 
Charles Starrett, Lois Wilson, Edward 
Everett Horton, Mary Duncan, Adrian 


Morris, Betsy Ross Clarke, Vivian Oakland, 
Andre Beranger also in cast. At Rivoli, 
New York, Nov. 12, indef. Running time, 
81 minutes. 


Everybody makes mistakes, and 
this is one by Howard Hughes. It 
takes 81 minutes to tell practically 
nothing, meanwhile giving no indi- 
cation of chances for anything bet- 
ter through cutting. At the New 
York Rivoli it was razzed by the 
audience, 

There is a lot of talk about ba- 
bies by women having them or not 
wanting to, and by a husband who 
leaves his wife bécause she won't. 
Once the coming of a little stranger 
is signified by one woman eyeing 
another woman up and down. The 
baby stuff starts at around the 
three-quarter mark. From that 
point on the Rivoli audience 
Thursday night refused to take 
anything seriously. This was aggra- 
vated further by the lack of reason 
for the cast to take the theme as 
seriously as it did. Neither money 
nor class treatment helped ‘The 
Age for Love.’ The story’s nature 
was to drag and get nowhere. The 
acting was always a handicap. 

Billie Dove, noted for her beauty 
in the silent picture days, is here 
minus much of that attractiveness 
due to loss of considerabe pound- 
age and a long bob that’s far from 
becoming as her former coiffeure. 
Her playing is taut and mechan- 
ical. Opposite Miss Dove is Charles 
Starrett, who in this talker ex- 
presses all emotion in a silly mono- 
tone. Whether happy or sad, he 
never convinces. 

The only player who attains 
credibility is Adrian Morris, whose 
symbolic character is intended to 
secure the least sympathy. He’s a 
big, thoughtless lout whose treat- 
ment of his wife goes to show the 
heroine the results of domestica- 
tion. Morris is a brother of Chester 
Morris. Like Chester, he was origi- 
nally a child actor in the family 
sketch of his father, William Mor- 
ris, the actor. Lois Wilson goes 
along with Morris for any perform- 
ance honors this picture contains. 
Edward Everett Horton gives his 
stock impersonation of a family 
friend. The others are bit players. 

The girl sees the effect of com- 
plete submission to married life in 
another couple, so insists on an ar- 
rangement when she marries the 
boy she loves. She agrees not to 
return to work and he, it later is 
shown by suggestion, assents to the 
childless angle until she cares to 
have one. When he learns she'll 
never want a child it brings the 
separation. The next sequence 
shows the husband remarried, this 
time to a woman who wants a home 
a..d children. The loss of continuity 
gives the story an abrupt jerk at 
that point. That one attempt at 
brevity in this slow yarn was badly 


—_ 


ex-hubby gets off. It looks like he 
might have to ride along. That’s the 
picture’s only suspense. 

Wife No. 2 realizes her mistake 
and in a comedy note says she'll 
take the child and pass out of the 
picture, in order that No. 1 and the 
husband, who’s much in demand, 
can re-clinch. Just like that. 

There is class in the expensive 
looking production end of ‘Age for 
Love.’ But not enough to make 
much difference. Bige. 


Sidewalks of New York 


Metro production and release Starring 
Buster Keaton, with Clif? Edwards, Anita 
Paige and Norman Phillips, Jr., in support, 
Directed by Jules White and Zion Myers. 
Stor by George Landy and Paul Gerard 


Smith. Dialog by Robert Hopkins and Eric 


Hatch At Loew's New York, N. Y one 
lay, Nov. 12. Running time, 71 minutes 

PORPINOR.ie<ccecs ° Buster Keaton 
BEND 6 on kc 64s aePiSe Gees wes Anita Page 
PP OMIRIGs.6obnn-00646060008.04000-406 Cliff Edwards 
PURO. c6S bad edesseseveces ...Frank Rowan 
Clipper. .cccccoscsecses Norman Phillips, Jr. 
DOTHAN. ccccccevseseveceucces Frank LaRue 
CUOMO. 6000006066045 canben 008 08 Oscar Apfel 
POUR VODGG «0.0 6 60:49 6m Gens senscesea< Syd Saylor 
BAGG a 0 6.0 b5nbe0edeenesebeeece Clark Marshall 


In Buster Keaton’s heyday, ‘Side- 
walks of New York,’ with its routine 
comedy and slapstick would have 
been only a little below first rate. 
Today it is so outdated, so ele- 
mentary, that prospects for money 
are anything but bright. The B and 
C houses in preference to the A’s, in 
situations where all exist, as well as 
double-billers, is the picture's fate. 
Bookers of big houses wouldn't 
chance this one. 

Lesser important operations may 
do fair business on the strength of 
the Keaton name but can’t expect 
much more with few exceptions 
where exploitation or a sturdy sur- 
rounding bill may aid. 

Keaton is formula throughout as 
is the story provided him by a flock 
of writers. Four are credited with 
story and dialog. The quartet, if 
others sans credits which often oc- 
curs weren't also in on the job, have 
turned out a mediocre manuscript. 

What little comedy is found in the 
Keaton starrer is mostly derived 
from a few situations which the 
story may have included but which 
are funniest because of Keaton and 
his support. Slapstickish always, a 
couple sequences nevertheless bring 
in several hearty laughs. 

Outstanding is a brief bit in which 
Keaton is trying to carve a turkey. 
This is the picture’s brightest spot 
and seems to escape the stigma of 
slapstick, silliness and puerility that 
applies to most of the action. 

Keaton plays a familiar charac- 
ter, that of a dumb mugg who falls 
for an East Side girl. Keaton at- 
tempts to inject laughs by making 
room for an abundance of socks, 
scrapping and falls, They become 
tiresome after a time. 

Cliff Edwards is at his worst, part- 
ly because his opportunities are lim- 
ited. Anita Page as the girl fails 
to excite much admiration. Norman 
Phillips, Jr., as the kid, only fair. 

This is the first Keaton picture in 
years not directed by Edward Sedg- 
wick. Duo behind the megs, Jules 
White and Zion Myers, did the dog 
comedies (shorts) Metro recently 
made. 

That ‘Sidewalks of New York’ gets 
its first run Times Square showing 
at Loew’s New York, daily change 
grind, does not indicate Loew’s 
thought much of its box office pos- 
sibilities. Skipping both Capitol, de 
luxer, and Loew’s State, combina- 
tion first run, it’s one of the few 
Metro pictures that has suffered 
that fate. Char. 


The Phantom of Paris 


Metro production and release. Directed 
by John S. Robertson. Stars John Gilbert. 
Leila Hyams and Lewis Stone featured. 
Based on novel, ‘Cheri-Bibi,’ by Gaston 
Leroux. Continuity by Bess Meredyth, 
with dialog by Edwin Justus Mayer and 
John Meehan. Film editor, Jack Ogilvie. 
Oliver T. Marsh, cameraman. At Capitol, 
New York, week Nov. 13, Running time, 
72 minutes. 
Cheri-Bibi........sseeee+eeeessJ30hn Gilbert 





Cecile ..cccccccccccvccccescsess Leila Hyams 
COStAUd .occccccccscccocccces+- LEWIS Stone 
EROUMED 0 6 60600060860004 S000 Jean Hersholt 
Zourrelier.....sseeeeee++-.C. Aubrey Smith 
WOOD eo Sovdcc cosnesseeets Natalie Moorhead 
Marquis du Touchais o+e-++-lan Keith 





BGs GORiR. 0 650b4004s0000008 Ifred Hickman 
Jack Gilbert is at his best yet in 
talkers, but it isn’t Gilbert that 
makes the picture. It makes itself. 
The story, direction, general treat- 
ment and the competent support 
given the star turn the trick. 
Uniess the Gilbert name surprises 
by drawing more than it has since 
talkers, picture is going to get its 
greatest returns from word of 
mouth advertising and the manner 
in which theatres sell it for box of- 
fice pull. Not an outstanding ex- 
hibit as an entertainment, it is 
still far enough above the average 
to merit proportionate grosses. In- 
suring that will call for able selling 
in advance and during engagement. 
The part of Cheri-Bibi calls for 
its interpreter to go Houdini in 
comination with a freakish charac- 
ter. After the magician has fallen 
in love with a rich man’s daughter 
and a jealous suitor murders the 
father, it becomes necessary for Gil- 
bert to become a little of each. 





planned. Wife No. 1 returns to biz. 
But neither is happy with the new | 
association. 

When he bids wife No. 1 farewell | 
on a boat the all ashore gong is | 
sounded four or five times before 


Miraculous escapes are followed 
by the assignment to freak up him- 
self as a double for the man who 
committed the murder. Posing as 
the by-now husband and father, the 


(Continued on page 26) 
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- By Epes W. Sargent 





16mm. Fans 


Few managers cultivate the 16mm 
camera owners, though they could 
be worked for a lot of ticket sales 
with very little effort. Not as easily 
in the large cities as In the smaller 
towns, but in towns of 50,000 and 
under it is a comparatively simple 
matter to work in with the dealers 
who handle the films, obtaining a 
mailing list. At the same time that 
the names are procured it might be 
possible to arrange with these deal- 
ers for a regular advertising display 
at the counter handling the films, 
stills, etc. 

A set of postal cards should be 
kept on hand addressed to this list, 
and each first show should be 
watched for any suggestive camera 
angles or other ideas which would 
“interest the amateurs. A message 
can be hektographed and put in the 
mails in 20 minutes, the message 
telling clearly just what it is that 
will interest the recipient. The 
‘great show’ appeal will not go over. 
Tell them that in the newsreel there 
is a brand new camera angle or that 
a travelog offers some fresh ideas. 

The list should be checked over 
with the dealers at least once a year 
and preferably every six months, for 
it seems to be the usual thing to lose 
interest inside of two years. 

If there is a camera club in town, 
make a special bid for contact. One 
house out on Long Island, with 
plenty of spare room, has a small 
theatre adjacent to the auditorium, 
where a camera club holds bi-weekly 
showings after the regular perform- 
ance and where any amateur can 
run off his film for his friends, if he 
prefers doing this to watching the 
show. 





Too Much Appeal 


One of the most frequent mistakes 
made by managers who go after 
windows is trying to make overuse 
of the space. The window is clut- 
tered up with from 10 to 20 different 
sales talks, not to mention stills and 
cutouts, and the man who stops to 
look goes away confused because he 
cannot absorb all of the material of- 
fered, and so has not assimilated 
any particular message. He merely 
knows that a certain show is in 
town and may recall at which the- 
atre it is playing. 

A most effective appeal was made 
not long ago with a small window 
which had been draped with old box 
hangings. On two small pedestals 
toward the front were a picture of 
the star, with the announcement 
that she would be seen in a certain 
play the coming week, and a bottle 
of perfume selling for $10 an ounce, 
with a card stating the name and 
price, In front of the two was a 
larger card reading ‘The class offer- 
ings of the week.’ 

Not too much to remember, noth- 
ing to confuse, and the selling was 
better than in an overstuffed win- 
dow. Works even in the small towns, 
where usually they put everything 
in the window but the bookkeeper. 





Insuring Stunts 


Nothing has happened lately to 
stress the advisability of taking 
precautions, and many managers 
have grown careless in the matter 
of insuring against loss when mak- 
ing street displays. 

In many forms of liability con- 
tracts there is no provision made 
for street stunts. If anything does 
happen, the house has to take the 
brunt of defending the resultant 
Suit, with a strong probability of 
having to pay a verdict, as well. 

Some years ago a driverless auto- 
mobile crashed another car. It was 
contended that the show car had the 
right of way, but the plaintiff urged 
that if the driver had been in his 
proper place, he could have seen the 
danger and have avoided it, with the 
result that the theatre had to pay, 
though not technically in the wrong. 

It is a simple matter to arrange a 
deal with the local insurance agent, 
and not necessarily a costly trans- 
action. 





Checking Rooms 


Now is the time to start a check- 
ing room for the Christmas shop- 
pers where the town is large enough 
to support a downtown section. 
Women do not care to sit through 
a show with a lot of bundles in their 
laps, and will be more apt to stay 
down if they are assured some place 
where their purchases may be stored 
while they rest before going home. 

Some theatres even make a prac- 
tise of supplying the larger stores 
With duplicate checks. One half is 
given the shopper and the other is 
sent with the goods to the shipping 
room, where the purchases are 
wrapped and rushed down to the 
theatre check room. When the pa- 
tron has seen the show she merely 
presents her checks and picks up 
the bundles, 

Check room attendants should be 
sufficiently well paid to make it pos- 
sible to enforce the no tip rule, and 
this should be rigidly applied. If 
there is no room in the theatre for a 
checking booth, it may be possible 
to borrow a vacant store in the same 
block to use for that purpose kK 





may represent an expense, but is 
likely to bring in much more than 
its cost in extra ticket sales, with 
good will to boot. 


Santa Claus Sale 


Adapting the auction idea to the 
merchandise giveaway, with a dash 
of the holiday season, start in to 
arrange for a Santa Claus sale 
Christmas eve or the week before 
Xmas, 

Presents are promoted from all 
merchants. In return they are per- 
mitted to give script with all pur- 
chases, while the theatre also hands 
out script on tickets. On Christ- 
mas eve, which falls on Thursday 
this year, these presents will be 
auctioned off to the highest bidders 
in this seript. The stunt is not good 
where there is a law against trad- 
ing stamps, but has worked very 
well in various forms in other states. 

A deal should be made with the 
merchants to limit the number of 
scripts given, or some of them will 
be too generous to their friends and 
possibly buy back their own prizes. 








Coaxing Radio Notes 


A local station desiring to get a 
lot of replies to a commercial broad- 
cast, enlisted a manager in the ef- 
fort. He was using names in his 
advertising, selecting these from the’ 
local phone book. Each name ap- 
pearing in the ad was entitled to a 
free ticket. 

Instead of picking the names from 
the directory, it was announced that 
the monikers would be selected from 
those signed to responses to the 
broadcast, and the station was able 
to show the advertiser a stack of 
letters. 

In return the offer was mentioned 
on all sustaining periods, with a 
mention of the house and attraction 
added, which gave the exhibitor an 
additional advertising return with- 
out extra investment. 


Ware Yellow Tickets 


Giving out reproductions of the 
yellow ticket used in the Fox pro- 
duction of that title may seem to 
be a good exploitation gag, but it 
is something to be avoided, if for no 
other reason that too many of them 
probably will come into juvenile 
hands. 

Even where the distribution is 
confined to adults, the cards will 
give the wrong impression of the 
play through emphasizing that angle 
of the story. A better idea will be 
to use ‘This is not a yellow ticket. 
We have none in this country. Come 
to the Blank theatre and see what 
the yellow ticket used to mean.” 
Handled in that fashion, cards might 
do some good, but at best it is a 
tricky experiment. 


Organ Selling 
Dallas. 


Marsline Mopre, skipper for Pub- 
lix-Palace, using his organist, Hal 
Ramsay, as a plug in a midnight 
radio spot. 

Idea was introduced in this house 
several years ago, when radio was 
still novelty, but abandoned later. 

Program goes through KRLD, 
with station’s ace spieler, Paul Lind- 
say, announcing. On each Sat. 
night. Ramsay picks tunes from a 
flock of requests, giving the reques- 
tees just a whiff of their favorite, 








and, to boot, said requestees get the, 


thrill of hearing their names over 
the mike. House has advantage of 
plugging bookings several weeks in 
advance. 

Fact that Ramsay has developed 
into a drawing card gives the spot 
plenty listeners. 





Two Reminders 


Chicago. 
Warner drive for business this 
month, with a quota set at 25% over 
October, is getting response in this 
territory. Tieups made with various 
organizations, benefits and givea- 
ways already have a guarantee or 
over $8,000 for November through 
Indiana, Wisconsin and Illinois. 
Trophies and prizes will be 
awarded winning managers, while 
those that muff will receive a tomb- 
stone to be placed on their desks, 
just as a reminder. 





Inquiring Reporter 
Lynchburg, Va. 

Warner Trenton pulled a new 
radio gag for ‘Five Star Final.’ 
He put out an inquiring reporter to 
ask questions of prominent citizens, 
their replies being broadcast over 
the radio instead of printed in a 
paper. Everyone listened in to find 
out if any of their friends had been 
approached, and got an earful about 
the play. Went over so well the 
idea may be continued. 





Helping ‘Touchdown’ 
Denver. 
In boosting ‘Touchdown,’ J. S. 
Hadden, publicity manager of the 
Paramount, Denver, contacted city 
schools and local colleges in several 


ways. In addition to colleges, local 
high and parochial schools were 
contacted. Students sold_ tickets 


and each school had its night, 





| 
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Making Ads Pay Locally 


Seattle. 

Fanchon & Marco’s Seattle office 
has taken advantage of the firm’s 
page advertisement appearing week- 
ly in ‘Variety.’ It takes the shape 
of a form letter sent to some 300 
Seattle business concerns, 

The preamble asks the recipient 
to note that in the weekly ‘Variety’ 
advertisement the Seattle office is 
mentioned, along with New York, 
San Francisco, Los Angeles and Mil- 
waukee, then goes on: ‘ ‘Variety’ is 
read each week by everyone in the 
theatrical business in every part of 
this country, Great Britain, France, 
Germany, Australia, Japan, etc.,’ and 
reminds that the Seattle Chamber of 
Commerce is spending thousands of 
doliars annually to keep the name 
of Seattle before the world. 

Advertisements in ‘Variety’ assist 
that campaign, the circular reminds, 
but the name of Seattle will appear 
in it only so long as F. & M. main- 
tain an office in that city, and the 
continuance of the office depends 
entirely upon the amount of busi- 
ness transacted through it. There- 
fore F. & M. should be patronized 
whenever entertainment is required 
by the firm or organization to which 
the reader belongs. 

The argument is intelligent and 
logical and already thas’ brought 
many calls, assuring the office of the 
support of local business men. 

Quick thinking by the Seattle staff 
has put the office over as no amount 
of local advertising could do, for it 
ties in to the idea of world-wide 
advertisement for a city keenly 
aware of what it already owes to 
advertising. 


Small Time Stuff 


One way of keeping in the public 
eye is followed by the manager of a 
small neighborhood house. He feels 
that if he puts his personality back 
of his house it will help, and yet he 
does not want to appear to force 
himself. 

He hit on the expedient of giving 
away a single pass each evening, 
following the last showing of the 
feature. When the feature ends he 
has the lights put on and comes out 
on the stage with the announcement 
that he is going to give a ticket to 
the next show to someone in the 
audience. That gives him a chance 
to tell briefly what the next show 





will be. One night the ticket is given 
the man whose necktie most strong- 
ly meets the managerial approval, or 
it may go to the girl with the pret- 
tiest bob, the boy with the most 
freckles or the woman with the 
bluest eyes. The reason is changed 
every night. 

Sometimes the entrants are invit- 
ed to come on the stage, while on 
other nights the manager circulates 
through the audience. It all depends 
on the reason for the donation. 
Either way it makes for no little 
excitement and no end of fun, and 
the manager has stamped himself so 
deeply on the public mind that it 
makes his house the best known of 
a group of three, merely because it 
is his house. 


Exploitation Shows Something 


Indianapolis. 

Skouras-Publix houses, Indiana 
and Circle, finally kicked in good 
b. o. receipts through exploitation 
in the ‘Star’ and ‘Times.’ 

Two $100 contests brought the 
results. In the ‘Star’ five stills from 
Chatterton pictures were run in 
connection with the current show- 
ing of ‘Once a Lady’ (Par). About 
500 answers identifying the pic- 
tures from which the stills were 
taken were received by the theatre. 

Simultaneously in the ‘Times’ 
pictures of platinum blondes living 
in the city were printed in con- 
junction with the showing of the 
Harlow feature at the Indiana. 
Fifty entries sent their photos, and 
the winners were chosen. Winners 
in both contests received $60, $30 
and $10 prizes, and those in the 
platinum blonde contest were pro- 
duced on the Indiana stage on 
weekly closing night. 


Inside and Outside 


New York. 

Lyric, playing vaude and film 
shorts at 35c. top, has free enter- 
tainment inside and outside. Former 
fs changed weekly with different 
types of music used. 

Inside, in the lounge, house has 
free games of one kind or another. 
Starting with pingpong, it’s been 
shifted to instruction in a new game, 
‘Camelot,’ to be changed after a 
week or so. ‘Camelot’ instructor is 
Newell Burke, checker champ. 

Lyric also has a sketch artist in 
the lounge who charges. 
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Dallas. 

Seasonal tie-up with Buckspan’s, 
local furriers, netted RKO Majestic 
some real biz, 

Customers got a number stub with 
each ducat, drawing for Friday 
night. Stunt continued several 
weeks, with Buckspan furnishing 
fur coat for each drawing. In re- 
turn for lobby display, screen plug, 
and mailing list. 

Gag an old timer, but the fur coats 
got them in s.r.o. at least for the 
Fridays. 





Bridgeport, Pa. 
James Egnol and Morris Fein- 
berg, of Philadelphia, have leased 
the Broadway theatre here and will 
reopen it this month. House was 
built and operated by Dante Di 
Rocco, of Norristown, Pa. 





Sioux City, Ia. 
Destruction by fire of the Peavey 
Grand opera house brought many 
memories to locals of 40 years ago. 





Bancroft, Ia. 
Star theatre management goes 
from Frank Lupin to Clare Dono- 
hue, Forest City. 





Glens Falls, N. Y. 
New Paramourt-Publix theatre in 
Glens Falls will open Dec. 15. House 
seats 1,200, 





New Britain, Conn. 
Jack Sanson, manager of Strand, 
is recuperating at New Britain 
General hospital after nine weeks 
in bed following abdominal oper- 
ations. 








Dallas. 
Queen theatre, Canadian, Tex., 
destroyed by fire. Loss around 
25,000, 

Dallas. 


Reorganization in Warner sales 
force promoting Fred M. Jack, Dal- 
las branch manager, to head south- 
ern divish. H. J. Ochs, salesman, 
steps up to this vacancy. 





Brooklyn. 

With Skouras taking over the 
Fox houses in New York and 
Brooklyn some managerial changes 
became effective last week. 

Among the outs were Monty Sal- 
mon, former Fox Brooklyn and 
Park Plaza manager; William Quaid 
at the Crotona; Frank Steffee, Au- 
dubon, and Chris Egan, Valentine. 

Frank Walsh, former WB man- 


ager in Clevelana, now at the Cro- 
tona; E. L. Melvin returns to the 
Valentine. Lew Preston reappointed 
manager at the Academy. 





Denver. 
Fay Leiber has sold the Empress, 
Hugo, Colo., to John L. Wible, who 
also owns Auditorium, Limon, Colo. 
The Folly, after installing sound 
and remodeling and open for month, 
has closed. 





London, Can. 
Famous Players’ new Capitol, St. 
Thomas, Ont., opened Nov. 9. Seats 
1,200. 
House manager is Sid Scott. 





San Francisco. 
T. & D. opened its new nabe, El 
Rey, Saturday (14). It's the fifth of 
the local T, & D. houses. 





Miami. 

Wolfson-Meyer Enterprises, ope- 
rators of theatres here, announce a 
new theatre for Miami Beach to 
seat 1,000. New playhouse is to be 
constructed on Washington avenue. 
Project calls for expenditure of 
about $100,000. 





La Porte City, Ia. 
Marvin Fosse has opened sound 
theatre. Town without show for 
year. 





San Diego. 

Fox-West Coast San Diego terri- 
tory will go under charge of Terry 
McDaniel, city manager and former 
assistant to Oscar S. Oldknow. 

Harry Hartman, S. C. division 
manager, will eliminate San Diego 
from his supervision. 





Seattle. 
Robert Armstrong, foimerly p. a. 
for Paramount here, is now adv. 
mer. for Jensen-von Herberg houses. 





Los Angeles, 

Fox-West Coast made the fol- 
lowing changes: 

San Francisco division: Ralph 
Allan from the Hippodrome, Sacra- 
mento, to the California, San Jose, 
replacing A. M. Miller; E. J. Sulli- 
van, from the Fox, Napa, replaces 
Allan, and Fred R. Sanphy replaces 
Sullivan. 

In Kansas City, Allen Karf re- 
places Herbert Goldberg at the Isis. 
Goldberg goes to the Apollo in place 
of Charles Morrill, transferred to the 





(Continued on page 62) 











Golden Goose Kicks 


Detroit. 

Local merchants are going sour 
on the theatre merchandise give- 
away scheme. They figure that they 
get the small end of it, and they 
want to get for themselves what 
they figure they have been giving 
the theatres without charge. 

Most of the local giveaways—and 
many of them have been big affairs 
—done with promoted merchandise. 
The theatre gets the crowd and the 
merchant gets free screen advertis- 
ing and such newspaper work as he 
cares to pay for himself. 

One local store led the revolution 
by staging its own giveaway. It 
drew 90,000 persons to the store, 
with 20,000 present for the final 
awards, and figures that it made a 
profit on the cost of the merchan- 
dise through other sales. Unless 
the proposition from the theatre is 
made unusually attractive, the the- 
atre in future will purchase its 
merchandise, the best break being a 
cut under the regular retail price. 

Even Publix is now buying autos 
for distribution, and the local car 
dealers also rolling their own. 
They pro rate the cost of the car 
to a group of stores, restaurants, 
etc., and supply each contributor 
with unlimited chances to be given 
patrons. 

It was nice for the theatres while 
the stunt lasted, but now the stores 
are wise, and the goose which laid 
the golden eggs wants to hatch the 
eggs itself. 





Overdoing 


It is possible to make a lobby dis- 
play too attractive. The aim should 
be to interest the passerby and whet 
his desire for amusement rather 
than to clog it with a surfeit of en- 
tertainment out where he pays noth- 
ing for it. 

Lobby stunts can be made so in- 
teresting that people watch too long 
and pass on instead of in, feeling 
that they have had entertainment. 
This seems particularly to apply to 
animation in the lobby, but some- 
times an elaborate exhibit will have 
the same effect. Make the lobby 
gags tempting rather than satisfy- 
ng. 





Stenog Contest 


Birmingham. 

‘Secrets of Secretary’ was bally- 
hooed in the lobby of the Empire 
with a set of office furniture and a 
contest for stenogs. To the girl 
writing a 200-word letter the fast- 
est went first prize. 

Coupon was run in the ‘Post’ and 
when filled out by stenographers 
admitted them free. Idea was to 
get the stenographers with the 
hopes of paid admissions from their 
boy friends, 


All Blondes 


Stunt which attracted city wide 
attention during ‘Platinum Blonde’ 
was staged by Ritz. Contest for the 
most beautiful blonde in the city. 
First prize of $10, second $5 and 
third $2.50. Fourth and fifth prizes 
five pairs of RKO tickets. 

Best part of the affair was a pa- 





rade through the downtown sec-: 


tion. George Steele gathered the 
gals together, shoved them inio 
about a dozen automobiles with 
banners and dashed through the 
streets with noises a-plenty. 





Unique 


Dallas. 

To give ‘Sin of Madelon Claudet’ 
a start, Paul Short rigged up a pre- 
view for the Melba, inviting 10 
‘representatives’ from every set, 
ranging from bell hops to debs, 
Sorta melting pot. 

Seems the gag served double 
purpose, the plug and an idea of 
which crowd needed the most sell- 
ing. Latter claimed as result of re- 
luctance on part of some of the 
divish execs to book the flicker in a 
deluxe stand, fearing too much of 
the highbrow stuff. 

Whether any b. 0. power was in- 
volved is doubtful, but stunt looked 
unique to the natives and rated con- 
siderable space. 


Old Clothes 


Council Bluffs, Ia. 
Fox-Strand theatre admission one 
day was a suit of old clothes, over- 
coat or some type of wearing ap- 
parel. Turned over to social wel- 
fare agency. 


Adds the House 


Loew's State theatre, New York, 
regularly uses a couple of flag ban- 
ners on the sides of the theatre, one 
on 45th and the other on 46th. Both 
are too far from the B’way entrance 
to directly connect to the house, so 
they carry the addition of the the- 
atre name. To avoid repeating this 
letter work each week, house name 
is carried on a separate piece, 
which is laced to the bottom of the 
current flag. It clips the cost withe 

(Continued on Page 23) 
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kind of fat. 


FOR doing $23,000 at the Earle, 
Washington, the biggest week of 


the year. 


FOR 





FOR 





Opening soon 
for a long run 
at the N. Y. 
WINTER 


GARDEN 





r TYPICAL ( 





Sa Up, Jim, ana 
Take A Bow J 


FOR teaming with Joan Blondell om 
put a new kind of pep in the old . 3 


giving a performance that made 
the L.A. critics say, “a wow of a 
picture” (Express). “It has lilt, lift, humor 
and tensity” (Record). “A really important 
picture” (Herald). “Something to cheer for” 
(Citizen). ‘‘Cagney’s charm wins audience” 

(Examiner). Cagney shines as star’’( Times). 


getting the biggest gross in 


months day and date at the Hol- 
lywood and Downtown in Los Angeles. 


LOND 


with that Red-Headed Wonder 


JAMES CAGNEY 











deel 




















and his fast-stepping side-kick 
JOAN BLONDELL 


Guy Kibbee, Noel Francis, Polly Watters 4 


Written by Kyubec Glasmon and John Bright, the ‘‘Smart 
Money’’ boys. Directed by Roy Del Ruth. 
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Co-operative Society in England 
Talked | Down Before Getting Start 





+ 


London, Nov. 16. 
Latest developments in the Film 
Industries Co-operative Society, ex- 
hibs’ projected booking combine, 
seem to indicate the society is al- 


ready dead. Insiders credit it with 


having 150 members, same as be- 
fore the publicity splurge of several 
days ago. 

Reckoning here is that the society 
cannot survive the antagonism of 
American distributors and British 
producers combined, with the argu- 
ment that if the society went to 
court and forced a winning issue the 
distribs would still be able to pre- 
vent doing business with them by 
asking exorbitant terms. There 
would be no legal remedy for this 

Meanwhile some persons credit 
Universal and United Artists as 
willing to split with the Renters’ 
Society if necessary and trade with 
the co-operatives. Even so, the 
society couldn’t last on the product 
of these two companies 

First meeting of the Film Indus- 
tries Co-operative Society, Ltd., 
was held Wednesday (11). It 
marked the most dramatic develop- 
ment in the English film trade since 
the passing of the quota law. 

Society aims at combining all the 
independent exhibs into one large 
body for booking purposes, with un- 
derstanding Moss Empires is un- 
ostentatiously back of the scheme. 
Previous efforts to establish co- 

(Continued on page 34) 





EXPENSIVE RAIN 


ingram’s ‘Baroud’ Running Up to 
Half Million 








Paris, Nov. 16. 

Work on Rex Ingram’s current 
Anglo-French talker ‘Baroud’ has 
been upset by consistent rain on 
the Riviera. Two versions are an- 
ticipated to cost $500,000 and the 
delay is serious. 

Mansfield Markham, financial 
backer of the film, rushed to Lon- 
don and Paris during the past week 
for conferences over the situation 
with the result that Ingram was 
brought to Paris and talked him- 
self into enough cash to proceed. 
He'll do it by proceeding to Mo- 
rocco for outdoor shots, later re- 
turning to Nice. 


Mex City Strike Still 


On, Costing Operators 
Strikers’ Full Salary 


Mexico City, Nov. 16. 

Theatre operators are estimated to 
have lost more than $50,000 so far as 
the result of the strike of employees 
and musicians which closed 18 pic- 
ture houses here. Strike is still go- 
ing strong and a settlement is not 
seen as likely for two weeks at 
least. 

Strikers gained their first point 
during the week when the federal 
board of arbitration and conciliation 
ruled the strike legal, which means 
the companies will have to indemnify 
the strikers for salary for all the 
time they may loaf during the con- 
flict. This alone is estimated at 
$6,000 thus far and has nothing to 
do with the patronage the theatres 
lost in the meantime, or other ex- 
penses put to by the strike. 

Opinion in some quarters is that 
Some of the houses will not reopen 
again, even after the strike is settled 
because of the money they will have 
to pay out. 

Strikers now say they will not 
proceed with their original plans of 
closing down other houses in the 
city or extend their movement to 
the provinces. 











French Film in Berlin 


Berlin, Nov. 4. 

Osso’s ‘Un Soir de Rafle’ is at the 
Gloria Palast, Berlin, an excellent 
made picture by the Italian director 
Carmine Gallone. It made a good 
impression on the Berlin audience. 

However, it is a French dfalog 
film with German titles, and there 
will probably not be a great deal 
of interest for it in the German 
province, Annabelle and Albert 
Prejean were received by the Ber- 
lin press with approval. With a 
running time of 96 minutes the pic- 
ture is a little too long. 





PATHE-RADIO IN ENGLAND 


In One Office Next Spring—Change 
at Leicester Square 





London, Nov. 16. 

Sol Newman on arrival here Fri- 
day (13) assumed immediate charge 
of Producers Distributing Co., 
RKO-Pathe outlet here, as ex- 
pected, although still retaining his 
chairmanship of Radio Pictures on 
this side. 

Newman was also elected to the 
board of RKO here, giving him 
status with Basil Dean on the the- 
atre end of the unit. 

RKO's Leicester Square theatre is 
now decided against stage presenta- 
tions with Sonny Miller out and the 
unit being disbanded. New show 
will consist merely of a band and 
chorus. Meanwhile it is determined 
not to continue with the theatre 
when the lease expires in March. 

Fusion of Pathe and Radio into 
one office under Newman probably 
won't happen until spring. 


INCREASED TAX 
NOT NOTICED 
IN ENGLAND 


London, Nov. 16. 


Review of show business last 
week, first lap of the increased en- 
tertainment tax, revealed no fall- 
ing off on more expensive seats in 
key theatres and film houses where 
prices went up as much as 15 cents 
on $2 tickets. There was consider- 
able drop on children’s matinee 
and afternoon trade. 

Things were particularly bad only 
in Western Scotland and Industrial 
England, where the 2c. tax on 6c. 
seats made a heavy dent in patron- 
age. 


Short of Super Films, 
Par Hooks in With F. N. 


London, Nov. 16. 

Paramount is still finding it hard 
to get super features for the Carl- 
ton theatre. It is now practically 
hooked up with First National for 
West End pre-releases. 

First in the series is ‘Local Boy 
Makes Good’, currently teamed with 
‘Running Hours’. Set for ‘Five Star 
Final’ to follow and stick till Christ- 
mas, when Paramount’s English 
production, ‘Man From Mayfair’, 
will be ready. 

Idea of temporarily putting a 
revue into the Carlton is not unani- 
mous among Par execs here. Some 
figure such action will destroy the 
house policy. 


Klangfilm’s 10%, Off 


Berlin, Nov. 16. 
Due to the poor economical situa- 
tion in Germany, Klangfilm an- 
nounces reductions approximating 
10% on all apparatus. 
It is done in an effort to keep 
business moving. 


Colin Clive for Par 
In ‘Light’ at London 


London, Nov. 16. 

Paramount has Colin Clive lined 
up for ‘The Light That Failed’. Pic- 
ture will be filmed at the local Par 
studios starting Dec. 14. 

Clive will get 400 pounds (about 
$1,500) and has an option for five 
more pictures. Alexander Corda 
will probably meg. 


























Planskoy’s Process 


Paris, Nov. 16. 

Group of British government ex- 
perts headed by Andrew Mazzei of 
Jaumont British is here to study 
the Planskoy over-printing process. 

Planskoy’s process is somewhat 
similar to Dunning, with several 
American companies claimed to be 
interested. 





League’s Film Off 


Geneva, Nov. 16. 

League of Nations has decided to 
postpone that big peace film it was 
going tomake. Picture was to have 
been made by the League in con- 
junction with the International Red 
Cross early in 1932, 

Present state of international 
complications prompted the post- 
ponement. League will go ahead, 
however, with the plan for an inter- 
national music festival. 


ENGLISH ASS’N TRYING 
TO SHUT OFF BOOKER 


London, Nov. 6. 

John F. Emery, the big North 
country film booking agent, has been 
notified by the Renters Society they 
will only recognize him as booking 
for theatres which he has been han- 
dling for at least three months. 

This notification is due to recent 
decision by the Renters that they 
will not trade with co-operative 
booking agencies, a stunt which has 
been increasing lately among indie 
exhibitors. 

The Emery ultimatum has put a 
stop to the Manchester booking 
combine which has been trying to 
operate for about two years. It was 
started by William Stephenson 
when head of the Exhibitors Asso- 
ciation. 

Emery had fixed to book with 
many of the theatres which were 
left in the cold by the Manchester 
combine. The Renters now agree 
not to stop booking with the 15 the- 
atres he handled six months back. 

Upshot of this attitude will mean 
legislation will be brought in shortly 
preventing the K.R.S. from banning 
exhibitors without reasonable cause. 
Co-operative trading will not be ac- 
cepted as ‘reasonable cause’ in law 
here. 

Problem is: which renting con- 
cern will have sense enough to be 
sweet to the Emery bunch before 
the law comes in, thus getting the 
good will immediately afterwards? 


W. H. Roberts Suicide 


Mexico City, Nov. 10. 

Following a family disagreement, 
police say, W. H. Roberts, an 
American official of Empire Pro- 
ductions, first Mexican film enter- 
prise, committed suicide in his 
home here by swallowing poison. 

Roberts ‘died in an emergency 
hospital. He was 30 years of age 
and had lived in Mexico several 
years. 

Roberts left a note in which he 
declared that no one was to blame 
for his death. 




















Soviet as Supervisor 
Makes Filming Tough 


Moscow, Nov. 2. 

The row over the efforts of Er- 
win Piscator, German theatrical 
producer, to make a talking film in 
the Soviet Union has at last spilled 
over into the press, after a period 
during which it was confined to un- 
published rumors, 

Piscator and the German actors 
whom he imported, among them 
Paul Wegener, spent over half a 
million rubles for a picture which 
turned out undesirable. It was to 
be a tale of German proletarian life 
called ‘Fishermen's Riot’ and a spe- 
cial fishing village was constructed 
at heavy cost near Odessa for its 
filming. 

The first shots, however, con- 
vinced Soviet film leaders that it 
was not going well. The half mil- 
lion expenditures were marked off 
as losses and the troupe ordered 
home. Whether the order applies to 
Piscator himself is not clear from 
press accounts of the matter. 





CHURCH CHIMES FILMED 


Rome, Nov. 2. 

The Cines Film Company has just 
finished taking a short of the most 
famous and beautiful belfries of 
Italy. 

The sound film reproduces best- 
known peals of bells in the country, 
such as those of St. Peter’s, St. 
Mark’s in Venice, the Cathedral in 
Florence and 20 others, 





ROUMANIA SNUBS REVOLT 

‘Big House’ (M-G), has been 
barred by the censors of Bucharest 
for Roumania, 

Roumanians didn’t like the idea 
that a revolt could occur in a jail 
anywhere. 
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Argentine Recovery Under Way, 
Its Film Market Belongs to U. S. 





SMIRNOW PRES. AMKINO 


Replacing Monosson, Who Goes with 
Soyuzkino Productions 

Viadimir F. Smirnow replaces L. 
I. Monosson as president of Am- 
kino, distributors of Soviet Russian 
films in America, starting tomorrow 
(17). Smirnow was formerly in 
charge of the Moscow studios of 
Soyuzkino picture producers in 
Russia. He arrived in New York 
nbout a week ago to relieve Monos- 
son, 

Monosson has been in charge of 
Amkino here for the past two years. 
He now joins Soyuzkino on the 
production end. 

It’s Amkino’s aim to bring over 
about 35 films during 1932, about 
half of them talkers. One of the 
first will be ‘The Road to Life,’ talk- 
er, claimed as one of the top Rus- 
sian films. 

Smirnow also has instructions to 
increase purchase of American films 
for Russian distribution, with no 
schedule worked out yet. 


FOX-HOYTS AND 
UNIONS FIGHT 
IN AUSTRALIA 


Fox Takes Forcible Pos- 
session of One Union 
House 














Sydney, Nov. 16. 
Open warfare has broken out be- 
tween Hoyt’s and Greater Union 
Theatres here, with Fox leading part 
of the fight against Union. Union 
Theatres went bankrupt recently 
and reorganized into greater Union. 


Fox Film has started suit against 
Union for 16,000 pounds (about $60,- 
000) for film rental. As a first step 
Fox walked into the Neighborhood 
theatre taking it over by force and 
ejecting the Union’s staff. 

Said that a group of former 
shareholders may also take the 
State, Sydney, over and away from 
Union Theatres, operating the house 
on their own. 

Another angle is that Hoyt’s 
is evidently strengthening its line- 
up. Carroll Circuit has joined with 
Hoyt’s, Dun Carroll being appoint- 
ed one of the Hoyt’s directors. 

Director Rouse of Kodak, one of 
the leaders in the liquidation of 
Union, has left the outfit. 


GERMAN MARKET GETS 
MORE THAN 200 FILMS 


Berlin, Nov. 7. 


Four months of the 1931-1932 sea- 
son have passed, and a survey of 
German production figures is pos- 
sible. The figures are: 

Already shown, 51 films; in course 
of production, 53 films. 

Awaiting production, 60 films. 

Thus it is anticipated that 160 to 
170 German productions will be 
made at the end of the 1931-1932 
season. The figures include only 
German and not Austrian pictures. 

German versions of foreign pic- 
tures are expected to reach or ex- 
ceed the previous average of twen- 
ty. Taking into consideration the 
foreign films which have often proved 
to be valuable for the German mar- 
ket, the total may be estimated at 
more than 200 pictures. 








Italian-Made Clicks 


Milan, Nov. 5. 

‘Patatrac’ native-made, has scored 
a deserved success at the Corso 
Cinema. Written specially by Gino 
Rocca and Dino Falconi, son of the 
protagonist Armando Falconi, it 
has everything to commend it. 

Its linguistic limitations, for it is 
in Italian, render it unsuitable for 
America, but it is brim full of genu- 

ine humor. 


r 





By HARRY E. GOLDFLAM 
Buenos Aires, Nov. 1, 
Nearing the end of Argentina’s 


show season with the approach of 
hot weather, and within a week or 
two the last of the pictures sched- 
aled for release during 1931 will 
kave been given. Not one picture 
has been a smash in what was per- 
haps the worst season in the annals 
of the country. 

Argentina was engulfed in trade 
depression at the beginning of the 
year when, owing to exchange 
factors her imports decreased to an 
alarming extent. In order to find 
funds for its many needs, the coun- 
try brought in a huge tax on films, 


(Continued on page 42) 





TERRA MAY PULL THROUGH 


Reports in New York on German 
Firm—vU. A. Will Not Renew 
United Artists will not again tie- 

up with Terra of Germany, when 

and if that company has completed 

its reorganization headache. U. A. 

éngle is to leave Germany strictly 

alone for the time being, idea being 

that the German market is not im- 

portant enough to worry over, 

Terra was the official U. A. repre- 

sentative in Germany for a number 

of years ending with Terra’s re- 
ceivership several months ago. 
Word from Germany is that Terra 
has practically worked out the 
wrirkles of its financial problem 
and won't have to go bankrupt. U. 
A. was one of the first companies 








to file bankruptcy proceedings 
against it. These have since been 
withdrawn. 


Understanding ‘s that the Scotoni 
Brothers of Switzerland have ar- 
ranged for a payoff of about 60% 
which would satisfy everybody and 
allow Terra to continue. Good re- 
ports on the most recent Terra re- 
leases have helped, with a likeli- 
hood also that Tobis will give Terra 
aid. 





Foreign Adjustment 
Of Exchange Matter 
By Par’s Legal Head 


Paris, Nov. 16. 


Elek Ludvigh, head of Para- 
mount’s legal department, leaves for 
New York tomorrow (17) with a 
temporary adjustment of the Euro- 
pean currency problem lined up. 

Details unavailable here, but it’s 
not likely Par will do any theatre 
buying with their socal balances 
due to legal difficulties. 


B&D’s on Continent 


London, Nov. 16. 

British and Dominions has found 
a strong French backing and is 
forming a unit to market its films 
on the Continent. B. & TB ex- 
changes will be established for the 
purpose. Name of the new combo 
has not been selected. 

Idea is to make tri-linguals of all 
possible B. & D. pictures; $2,000,000 
has been allocated on next year’s 
production sheet for the multi-lin- 
gual processing alone. 


Thalia Takes Belmont 
For Italian Films 


Thalia Amusement Corp. has 
leased the Belmont on 48th street, 
New York, for two weeks begin- 
ning Nov. 22. Purpose is to show its 
first Italian picture, ‘Cois e la Vita’ 
(‘Such Is Life). 

This film is now being cut with 
Thalia busy casting its second film, 
‘Nel Vortice’ (‘The Vortex’). Thalia 
is making its pictures in New York 
and has a production program of 
six features to be made bi-lingually 
in Spanish and Italian. Eugene 
Roder is directing throughout in 
both languages. 

Belmont management is renting 
to Thalia on a flat rental basis 
while looking for a legit entry. 

















Colman in Vienna 
Berlin, Nov. 16. 
Ronald Colman spent a few daya 
here last week, going on to Vienna, 
as a part of his European vacation, 











A gg eatin geet re Oe oe 


Sai enahel once ocala leaetlicens 


Bes Scapa - samme ry 


“PATI 





r 
e 
7 


teh 


Lge 


oe et A Retr nee 





x 
pt Ne 


— 





| 

if } 

is | 

tea i 
? 

*% : 

EY ' 

> 2 + 

a | 
' 

Hy 

} 

; 

iff 

} 

} 

3 


Aeon - 


saat wen) 


r = pra Wass t+ 


a Cae 


ee 


5 a an Ay 





VARIETY Tuesday, November 17, 1931 











J 
~~ 
=~ 
- 





Ambassador Bill 


with 
Greta Nissen Marguerite Churchill Gustav von Seyffertitz 
STAN Co ctele(ae : A 
Directed by SAM TAYLOR FOX. PICTURE 


YOU’VE GOT TO RECKON WITH FOX FOR PROFIT 
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Political Verbiage, 


Mayer Tributes 


- For 2,000 Guests at Academy Awards 





Hollywood, Nov. 16. 
yourth annual awards ceremony 
ef the Academy of M. P. Arts and 
Sciences last week (10) at the Hotel 
Biltmore, with some 2,000 attend- 
ing and about 500 unaccommodated 
through capacity limitations, served 
the major purpose of putting the 

Academy on the map nationally. 
Otherwise a long-winded, verbose, 


political and dull evening of a 
nature which will repel many a 
Hollywoodian next year (unless 


memories dim and time makes ’em 
forget), it certainly was vested with 
considerable official color. 

Guests of honor were Vice-Presi- 
dent Charles Curtis, his sister, Mrs. 
Edward Everett (Dolly) Gann, Gov- 
ernor of California James Rolph, 
Admiral Frank Schofield, Lt.-Com. 
Earle Watkins Mills, Mabel Walker 
Willebrandt along with Will H. 
Hays, and some 200 members of the 
American Newspaper Publishers’ 
association one of whose roster, J. 
N. Heiskell, editor-publisher of the 
Little Rock ‘Arkansas Gazette’ al- 
most stole the show with his 
political observations and his state’s 
opinion of prohibition. 


1A. M. Finale 
Slated to start at 8 p. m., the 
dinner didn’t get under way until 


after nine and conluded at 1 a. m., 
a long, tedious affair, restrained 
solely by the courtesy to the dis- 
tinguished guests and the interest 
in the awards, details of which 
have been widely published by now, 


and correct prognostications of 
which saw print first in ‘Variety’ 
last week, with Marie Dressler, 


Lionel ‘Cimarron’ 
hailed. 
The awards’ banquet was a great 


tribute to Louis B. Mayer, person- 


Barrymore and 


ally from Vice-President Curtis, 
Governor Rolph, Mrs. Willebrandt, 
who called Louis B. Mayer ‘the 


liasion officer of the motion picture 
industry in its contacts with the 
national capital, and who is so be- 


loved in the halls of Congress.’ 
Even the army and navy, so of- 
ficially and impressively repre- 


sented (in full regalia, gold braid, 
etc.) cited Mayer as the ranking 
officer of Hollywood's film produc- 
ers, so that the Academy dinner 
resolved itself more into a testi- 
monial to the M-G-M exec than an 
Awards banquet. 

The laudation for Mayer struck 
many funny in view of Will Hays’ 
presence and his hired position as 
the so-called liasion between the 
industry and legisaltive and na- 
tionally political matters. 


Speech- Drunk 

Hays was runner-up to the V.P. 
in verbosity, reading one of those 
speeches so that by the time Hon. 
Curtis came around with his pre- 
pared oration everybody was 
speech-drunk. 

Lawrence Grant, as toastmaster, 
introduced Conrad Nagel, who paid 
homage and tribute to Thomas A. 
Edison. Next, William C. DeMille, 
who introduced M. C. Levee, newly 
elected president of the Academy, 
who got away from a _ written 
ceom that was all prepared for 

im and became quite colloquial in 
talking about ‘the set-up of the 
Academy.’ It was deemed by the 
minds of the industry to be 
prhaseology not quite in keeping 
with the intended dignity of the 
Academy. Levee was further car- 
ried away by the fact that the night 
of the banquet which saw him as- 
cend to the presidency of the 
Academy coincided with his mar- 
riage date exactly 17 years ago. 

Ark. Editor Cops 

The editor of the ‘Arkansas Ga- 
zette’ then had his innings, stating 
that being from Ark,, he is nat- 
urally a Democrat. ‘Of course, 
there are some Republicans there; 
and also other varmints,’ from 
which point he went into prohibi- 
tion, etc. He expressed the news- 
Paper mind that the democracy of 
Pictures is such that it brings the 
Same standard of cinema enter- 
tainment to the sticks as to the big 
towns, unlike the fastidious legit 
or drama, with its relative ratings 
in casts and productions. 

Politics 

The politically-minded film heads 
were so intent on driving home 
their messages on the code, censor- 
Ship, ete. that they forgot that 
maybe V.P. Curtis and Dolly Gann 
and the newspaper editors and all 
the rest would have liked to attend 
this party and enjoy themselves, 
and come away with a pleasant 
Suggestion rather than a forced im- 
Pression of the magnitude of mo- 
tion pictures, 

Dolly Gann seemed to express it 
best when she voiced the provincial 
attitude that she ‘enjoyed the mov- 
ies and I am so thrilled at meeting 
So many of you face to face.’ 

The awards were, paradoxically, 
Popular in the three major divisions, 
‘nd peculiarly commented upon so 

* as production and writing (orig- 


inal) was concerned. John Monk 
Saunders, for his authoring of ‘Dawn 
Patrol,’ was perhaps best answered 
by himself that ‘this is indeed a 
crazy business, where I am being 
sued for plagiarism on one hand 
and given the statuette for original- 
ity on the other.’ 
LeBaron for ‘Cim’ 


William LeBaron’s acceptance of 
the award for Radio's production of 
‘Cimarron’ also drew comment. 


Marie Dressler and Lionel Barry- 
more were both rousingly cheered 
for the top honors in the femme and 
male acting divisions. Miss Dress- 
ler’s ‘Min and Bill’ and Barrymore’s 
‘Free Soul’ performance were popu- 
lar choices. Norma Shearer, winner 
of last year’s prize for ‘Divorcee,’ 
made the presentation to Marie 
Dressler in a moving and sincere 
manner, for it’s no secret that the 
veteran actress is the prime favorite 
on the Metro lot, a trouper to the 
core, who never flinches and who 
has won new fame and honor so long 
after a noteworthy stage career, 

Miss Dressler responded, stating 
she feels so grand and happy (her 
frank tears of joy fully attested to 
that) that she felt as if she should 
be up there in Mrs. Gann’s seat of 
honor. Latter graciously gestured 
as if to comply. 

Barrymore On and Off 

Barrymore was smart for not at- 
tempting to top George Arliss’ eu- 
logy in the presentation speech, al- 
most inarticulately but appropriate- 
ly enough accepting the tribute. 

William K. Howard perhaps made 
the most interesting presentation for 
the directorial gauntlet to Norman 
Taurog, who made ‘Skippy’ (Par), 
simply reading a succession of tele- 
grams from Clarence Brown, who 
directed ‘Free Soul’ (Metro); from 
Wesley Ruggles, director of ‘Cimar- 
ron’; from Lewis Milestone, who di- 
rected ‘Front Page’ (UA); from Jo- 
self von Sternberg, megger of ‘Mo- 
rocco’ (Par) and from Taurog, di- 
rector of the winning ‘Skippy.’ The 
first four of the five nominees for 
the award all abjured any claim to 
the honor, a]l urging it to be accord- 
ed Taurogz. The latter’s telegram to 
the awards committee favored Rug- 
gles, maker of ‘Cimarron.’ 

In the actress’s division, nominees 
with Miss Dressler were Marlene 
Dietrich (‘Morocco’), Irene Dunne 
(‘Cimarron’), Ann Harding (‘Holi- 
day’) anrd Norma Shearer (‘Free 
Soul’). 

Contestants 


In the actors’ division, the other 
contestants for the award, which 
went to Lionel 3arrymore, were 
Jackie Cooper (‘Skippy’), Richard 
Dix (‘Cimarron’), Fredric March 
(‘Royal Family’) and Adolphe Men- 
jou (‘Front Page’). 

For writing achievement (origi- 
nal), others competing with Saun- 
ders, whose ‘Dawn Patrol’ won, 
were Roland Brown for ‘Doorway to 
Hell’; Douglas Doty, Harry d’Abba- 
die d’Arrast and Donald Ogden 
Stewart for ‘Laughter’; Kubic Glas- 
mon and John Bright for ‘Public 
Enemy’; and Lucien Hubbard and 
Joseph Jackson for ‘Smart Money.’ 

Howard Estabrook won for his 
adaptation of Edna Ferber’s ‘Cimar- 
ron,’ with the other nominees in the 
Writing Achievement-Adaptation 
quintet comprising Seton Miller and 
Fred Niblo, Jr., for ‘Criminal Code’; 
Robert N. Lee and Francis Edwards 
Faragoh, ‘Little Caesar’; Horace 
Jackson, ‘Holiday’; and Sam Mintz 
and Joseph Mankewicz, ‘Skippy.’ 

William LeBaron accepted from 
B. P. Schulberg, who made the pres- 
entation of the award for the best 
production, with Radio’s ‘Cimarron’ 
copping. Others competing were 
Fox’s ‘East Lynne,’ ‘Front Page’ 
(Howard Hughes-UA), Par’s ‘Skip- 
py’ and Metro’s ‘Trader Horn.’ 


Marin for ‘Tabu’ 


For cinematography, Ned Marin, 
who was in on the production of the 
late F. W. Murnau’'s ‘Tabu,’ accepted 
the award on behalf of Floyd Cros- 
by, the cameraman, who was absent. 
Runners-up were Edward Cronjager, 
who cranked ‘Cimarren’; Charles 
Lang, ‘Right to Love’; Lee Garmes 
on ‘Morocco); Barney (Chick) Mc- 
Gillfi ‘Svengali.’ 

Max Ree’s art direction on ‘Cim- 
arron’ won that division’s award. 
Other nominees for art direction 
were Ralph Hammeras and Stephen 
Gooson, ‘Just Imagine’; Hans Drier, 
‘Morocco’; Anton Grot, ‘Svengali,’ 
and Richard Day on ‘Whoope.’ 

These awards alone kept a tried 
and troubled gathering under con- 
trol. From the barrier the scramble 
for tickets was a struggle. Both 
Levee and Grant publicly apologized 
for the idea of those attending being 
forced to pick up their table num- 
bers at the entrance instead of hav- 
ing received them by mail long ago. 

Preliminary Hoke 


Most unfortunate about this, as 
with other functions of this nature, 
is that the important guests must be 
preceded by so much long-winded 
drivel, preliminary hokum, etc. 

In introducing Dolly Gann with an 





affectionate, familiar ballyhoo, Law- 








Meeting Each Other 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

A get-acquainted bulletin is 
being sent daily to executives 
and department heads at Pathe 
and Radio who may shortly be 
working together. First bulletin 
was distributed Wednesday (11) 
and is being issued from the 
office of David Selznick, who 
is thus introducing the two 
plants to each other. 

The paper contains info on 
what directors, writers, cutters, 
etc., are doing on the two lots. 
It also has personality items 
about employees. 














rence Grant capped it by forgetting 
her wifely name. 

All last week the picture industry 
feted V. P. Curtis and the other dis- 
tinguished visitors. IL. B. Mayer 
presided at a luncheon at the studio 
the following day. For the week- 
end a special train took them up to 
the Hearst ranch, with Mayer and 
his wife, Sam Goldwyn, E. B. Hat- 
rick, Norma Shearer and Irving 
Thalberg, et al., making the trip. 


Smith Given B-K’s 
5th District in Chicago 


New district, with Ed Smith in 
charge, will be created by Publix-B. 
& K. for the south side of Chicago 
to take in a half dozen houses 
headed by the new Southtown, 
to open Christmas Day. The 
Tivoli (deluxer), Tower, Maryland, 
and Regal, will be embraced in the 
group. 

Smith leaves New York tomorrow 
(Wednesday) for Chicago. 

New district and Smith will give 
Publix a total of five district man- 
agers there under Walter Immer- 
man, John Balaban’s division chief 
for the entire Chicago zone. 

L. H. Dally, whose district takes 
in the important Loop houses, form- 
erly handled the southside group. 








—~——» 


Visual Education 


By Tom Waller 





(Eleventh of the series of articles 
on motion pictures in the class- 
room.) 


A second Hays. Organization, 
composed of educators, is in the 
embryo. It will be the seat of power 
in the visual field. 

Already its duties and policy are 
crystallizing. The active workers in 


the organization, scheduled to be 
patterned after the Hays machine, 
will be salaried. While right now 


it is hoped by proponents that some 
philanthropist or group will endow 
the pedagogical institute, indica- 
tions are that service charges will 
be imposed upon producers similar 
to the maintenance system initially 
introduced by Hays. 


The success of the second group 
of overseers depends almost sole- 
ly upon its «bility to maintain an 
aloofness from connivance and 
partiality and, above all, to impress 
upon the public mind of the coun- 
try that when it places its seal of 
approval upon a pedagogical sub- 
ject it with a total 
sorial independence, 


does so cen- 


National Academy 

The National Academy of Visual 
Education, according to present 
trends, will be the medium from 
which educator specialists will be 
selected to comprise the second 
Hays group. In view of the fact 
that the National Educational As- 
sociation has merged its visual ac- 
tivities with those of the Academy, 
the combined interests now repre- 
sent over 600,000 teachers and ed- 
ucators in the United States. 

Educator representatives from 
every department of learning, start- 
ing with the kindergarten and ex- 
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Picture Possibilities 


[ 





‘Mourning Becomes Electra’—Unfavorable 


‘MOURNING BECOMES 
impossible, Isn’t screen material. 


ELECTRA 
Question whether it’s 


counts 
popular 


On all 
even 


(Guild-O’ Neill). 


material outside ultra-intellectual groups, beyond opening furore. 





‘Payment Deferred’—Unfavorable 
‘PAYMENT DEFERRED’ (Drama, Gilbert Miller, Lyceum). 


A murder melodrama from England. 
show more exciting. Rights probably controlled in London. 


make 
Ibee. 


Film treatment might 





‘The Roof’—Favorable 
‘THE ROOF’ (Comedy-drama, Charles Hopkins, Hopkins). 


Should do for screen although 


Metro has rights to 
Texts are not similar, but action in both is within a hotel. 
ably controlled in London where ‘Roof’ was first presented. 


‘Grand Hotel’. 
Rights prob- 
Ibee. 


‘Cynara’—F avorable 
‘CYNARA’ (Drama—Lee Shubert—Morosco).—British society drama 


that ought to make picture stuff. 
England. 


May have been sold for pictures in 


Kauf. 





‘The Sex Fable’—Unfavorable 
‘THE SEX FABLE’ (Comedy—Gilbert Miller-Henry Miller).—Adapta- 
tion from French. Too sophisticated. Sex angles Lar general appeal. 


Kauf. 


‘No More Frontier’—Favorable 
‘NO MORE FRONTIER’ (Drama—Traub & Sonino, Provincetown).— 
Five centuries of Americana and pushing the frontiers backward. Ought 


to make good class Western. 


Kauf. 


‘Caught Wet’—Unfavorable 
‘CAUGHT WET’ (Comedy—John Golden—Golden).—Rather too light 
for pictures. A mystery comedy, rather limited in scenario possibilities. 


Ibee. 





‘The Social Register’—Favorable 


‘THE SOCIAL REGISTER’ 


(Farce Comedy, 


Erlanger’s, Fulton.) 


If scenario would carry lively comedy of first two acts, shou'd do for 
pictures, especially if the star, Lenore Ulric would go into film version. 


Ibee. 


‘Peter Flies High’—Favorable 


‘PETER FLIES HIGH’ 


(Comedy, 


Leonard Bergman, Gaiety).—Not 


much to offer, but will probably satisfy as a mild programmer, 


‘Brief Moment’—Favorable 
‘BRIEF MOMENT” (Comedy, Guthrie McClintic, Belasco). 
Rather sophisticated, but with plenty of bright comment for a pro- 


gram release, 


Ibee 





‘Hot Money’—Favorable 
‘HOT MONEY’ (Comedy, James W. Elliott, Cohan). 


A comedy about stock promotion. 


picture than a play. 


Probably would make a better 
Ibee. 


‘Counsellor-at-Law’—Favorable 
‘COUNSELLOR-AT-LAW’ (Comedy, Elmer Rice, Plymouth). 


Looks like a stage success and 
talker. 


should be valuable as a 


Ibee. 


equally 





‘If Love Were All’—Favorable 
IF LOVE WERE ALL’ (Comedy, Actor-Managers, Inc., Booth). Should 
get by as a talker, with novel idea of two kbis trying to straighten out 
illicit love affair between the girl’s mother and the boy’s dad 





‘Louder Please’—Favorable 


‘LOUDER PLEASE’ 


funnier in pictures, 


(Farce comedy, 
show about a press agent and his stunts at Hollywood. 


A. L. Jones, Masque). Laugh 
Should be even 
Ibec. 





tending through grammar, high 
school and coilege, will be assigned 
to aid the picture industry. 

An executive committee of five 
will constitute the authority for 
each picture designed for the 
classroom, 

Formula 

As an instance: 

A producer deciding to make a 
subject on surgery will take his 
script or idea to the visual organi- 
zation. This in turn will go through 
its files, first to determine whether 
there is a market for the subject 
contemplated. This will lessen 
waste ard obviate duplication so 
apparent at present. There will 
then be little of the repetition as 
was revealed to medical men re- 
cently when six of 562 medical sub- 
jects, already made, were shown to 
deal with Caesarian operations. 

As a matter of fact, the institute 
will not necessarily wait until the 
producer presents his script. It wilt 
be its duty to go to all making vis- 
ual subjects and tell them what in 
particular is needed currently. 

It is not the intention of the in- 
stitute to produce pictures. The 
significance here also is_ political, 
the censor group not wishing to 
prestige. More than that 
is the fact that by production ac- 
tivity within its own organization, 
the weight of official endorsement 
would be eliminated. 


sacrifice 


Cataloging 

Periodically the institute will is- 
sue a catalog which will be available 
to all centers of learning in the 
country interested in picture ped- 
agogy. In this way sales will be cre- 
ated, since only pictures endorsed 
for various courses of classroom 
study will be presented. The book 
of ‘sealed’ pictures will mean to the 
school or college that the same are 
authoritative subjects which will 
blend with prevailing courses of 
study and systems of education. 

As it will not produce, so will it 
keep hands off other physical phases 
of pictures. The producers will 
have to do their own distributing 
and sign their own contracts. The 
institute, it is reported, is favoring 
outright sale or long term leases 
of subjects to schools so that the 


film, like the textbook, will be- 
come permanent classroom prop- 
erty. 


Correlation of the textbook with 
the film will eventually be effected 
by the institute. This, it is con- 
ceded, will be one of the organiza- 
tion’s most difficult tasks. With the 
spread of film classroom education, 
however, it is believed that the 
book publishers’ will co-operate 
with the picture industry through 
the medium of the institute. 

Producers in addition to getting 
advice on their own visual scripts 
will also have at their disposal an 
institute specialist during the mak- 
ing of each subject. In this way 
further possibilities of waste 
through error, and a greater chance 
for the subject to pass its exami- 
nation before the executive com- 
mittee at the final preview will be 
provided. 


Another Decision on 
Contract Against Distrib 


Mineapolis, Nov. 16. 

Northwest distributors are con- 
tinuing to get jolts from the courts 
in their contract violation suits 
against exhibitors. Paramount is 
the recipient of the latest adverse 
decision, losing out in its suit 
against Jack DeMarco, Benson, 
Minn., exhibitor for $600 damages 
on account of unplayed 29-30 prod- 
uct, 

As in similar suits, the court held 
that the old standard exhibition 
contract employed by Paramount 
was illegal because in restraint of 
trade and invalid because it placed 
burden of fulfillment entirely on 
the exhibitor. ‘ 

Distributors intend appeals. 


‘Riverfront’ in N. Y. 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 
William K. Howard, Fox director, 
and John Seitz, cameraman, left 
Friday night (13) for New York te 
take shore line scenes for ‘Rivere 
front.’ 
Story is by Richard Carroll, fore 
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KEEPING UP 
WITH F. & M. 


What Stars and Grads of 
the Circuit Are Doing 
and Where and Why 





National Broadcasts Start 


Aileen Stanley, guest star of first 
Fanchon and Marco-Abe Lyman 
national broadcast over Columbia 
network Sunday night, projected 
from special F. & M. radio studio 
at Fox Theatre, Brooklyn. 


Disney on Job 


Second edition of “Mickey Mouse” 
Idea now readying in F. & M. Hol- 
lywood studios, done at insistence 
of theatres who cleaned up with 
first. Walt Disney, creator of fam- 
ous “Mouse,” personally attending 
rehearsals in F, & M. studio and 
giving close co-operation through- 
out production, 


— 


Gets Radio Chance 


Appearance of Nell Roy as Jerry 
Frank’s guest star on F. & M. Radio 
Idea, New York, got her newspaper 
notice as “radio find” and imme- 
diate contract with big commercial 
hour, 


Briants Smash Baggage 


Hitherto unsung railroad baggage 
man gets his day in epot in “Stage 
Door” Idea, when Briants give their 
impersonation. These are boys who 
invented the famous spiral collapse, 
which American audiences never 
fail to go wild over. 


Chinese’s Special Shows 


Chinese Theatre, Hollywood, in- 
stitutes new policy of special stage 
shows, produced exclusively for that 
house alone by Fanchon and Marco. 
Policy is two-a-day, the vaudevil- 
lian’s dream, 


—_——_—___— 


Hearn Goes Slav 


Sam Hearn, the great dialect 
comedian, signed for comedy lead 
in “Slavique” Idea, direction of Gae 
Foster. Other features are Seven 
Arconians, Brock and Thompson, 
Laurel and Ted. Also bunch of 
pretty Sunkists, of course. 





Ceballos’ “In Dutch” 


Larry Ceballos will be in right 
with F. & M. audiences when they 
get a flash at his “In Dutch” Idea. 
Bill Dooley, no Dutchman, heads 
the cast, with the Six Lucky Boys. 
Ceballos giving Idea final touches. 





Likes Long Routes 


Five year’s steady work wasn’t 
enough for Lynn Cowan, F. & M. 
star, so he is back again for an- 
other tour. It will be a vaudeville 
layout, under Leonidoff’s supervi- 
sion. Going along will be Nash and 
Fately, Lionati Trio, Gautier’s Dogs 
and the Five Petleys. 





Barney’s Gets West 


Arthur (Pat) West into Barney’s, 
Greenwich Village night club, where 
the celebs go. Billing calls him 
“funny little fat man.” Frances 
Fay, noted pianist, assists West at 
his stint. Pat warned to freshen 
his gags, as it’s a knowing crowd. 


John Pope Jones Joins 


John Pope Jones, musical comedy 
singing star, opened with F. & M. 
“Black and White” Idea at the Chi- 
cago Theatre, Chicago. Jones’ first 
engagement with Fanchon and 
Marco. 


— 
















Fanchon & Marco 
is going ahead 


ACTORS... 


Three hundred artists have just been signed 
by Fanchon & Marco for 1932 ... contracts amounting to 
$5,000,000 for the year. Were you among them? 


THEATRE OPERATORS... 


Fanchon & Marco is amazing the show world 
with the novelty and class of its new acts...scoops like the 
Chicago World’s Fair “Idea”...audience wows with a million 
bucks worth of publicity thrown in.{ Is your opposition 
getting them? 


You have no one but yourself to blame 
if you don’t tie up with... 


a 
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‘Dual Fim Jam 
May Force Chi 
WB Onto Stages 


Chicago, 16. 


With the 20 Warner 
town addicted to 
serious attention is being given by 
Warnerites to the opening of the 
Publix Paramount on the 
south side. This sector is the War- 


ner entrenchment. The new Para- 
mount is also definitely set on dou- 
ble featuring and is expected to 
open around Christmas. It may 
ultimately mean the necessity for 
WB stage shows. 

Warners has been cramped on 
film bookings for some time. Re- 
quiring 208 pictures a year to cover 
the local territory, WB has been 
compelled to reach on the outside 
for product. The situation has been 
met through contractual stipula- 
tion with Publix-B&K permitting 
the Capitol, ace Warner stand, to 
repeat on the B&K Tivoli and run 
day and date with the Tower. The 
Warner Avalon, closely situated to 
its sister house, is also a repeater 
but on ae seven-day protection 
clause. 

After the new Paramount opens 
euch concessions to Warners are 
not likely to be forthcoming. Un- 
less able to meet the situation in 
other ways WB may hence be 
forced into stage talent, something 
it has been trying to avoid. 


Nov. 
houses in 
double features 


new 





Indie Assumes Six H-F 
Houses in Strike Zone 


Kansas City, Nov. 16. 

Six Hughes-Franklin houses in 
this city and near have been turned 
over to C. A. Schultz, operator of 
several other independent theatres, 
under a three-year operation con- 
tract. 

Theatres here are the Lindbergh, 
South Troost, Chief, Madrid and 
Tivoli. The other, the Ritz, is in 
Chillicothe, Mo. 

Theatre managers are in a quan- 
dary as to how the move will af- 
fect the present labor situation, as 
all the houses have been dark since 
Oct. 1, due to the demands of the 
local operators’ union that two men 
‘be employed in each  projectien 
booth, 

‘The theatres will open next week 
regardless of labor difficulties, 
Schultz said. ‘I would prefer to 
have union operators in the booths, 
but none of the houses will support 
more than one operator at the pres- 
ent scale, and none of the houses 
requires more than one man. I have 
informed the union its members are 
welcome to work in these houses 
under these conditions. So far I 
have received no reply. If neces- 
sary, Iam prepared to employ non- 
union operators.’ 

The opening of these houses will 
leave only the seven of the Fox 
Friendly group closed, out of the 
30-odd that went dark Oct. 1. 


L. A. Cancellation Suit 


Los Angeles, Nov. 16. 

Suit to concel the Gumbiner lease 
on the Los Angeles theatre was 
brought Thursday by the Fox Chi- 
cago Realty Corp. 

Realty company claims the Sep- 
tember rent, $9,166, is past due and 
therefore the entire 50-year lease is 
terminable. Lease called for an ag- 
Bregate of $5,500,000. Originally 
made with H. L. Gumbiner, it was 
assigned by him to the Gumbiner 
Theatrical Enterprises, Inc., now 
manager for creditors by George M. 
Thompson. 








MIX’S REVISED LINEUP 


Stoloff Will Direct Tom’s First for 
Universal 








Hollywood, Nov. 16. 
Okaying the revised and less 
lurid script handed him, Tom Mix 
Starts on his first for Universal 
Monday (23). Film is called ‘Destry 
Rides.’ 


Further effect of his protest 
against stories and directors se- 
lected Dy the studio is the assign- 
ment of Een Stoloff, Mix’s former 
director at Fox. Ernst Laemmle 
and William Wyler withdraw from 
the sevies. 





Exploitation 


(Continued from page 17) 


out in any way detracting from the 
display value. 

The idea may be useful to out-of- 
town managers using banners away 
from the entrance. 





Here’s a Good Old One 


Arcadia theatre, Portsmouth, N. 
H., has dug out the ‘public notice’ 
which originally appeared nearly 20 
years ago in ‘Moving Picture World’ 
and worked so well that it was in- 
corporated into ‘Picture Theatre Ad- 
vertising,’ from which the Arcadia 
theatre probably got it. It’s old 
stuff, but particularly applicable just 
now. It should be gotten up as 
much as possible like the current 
form of public notices and posted, 
though the Arcadia appears to have 
changee the heading from ‘Public 
Notice’ to ‘Warning’ and to have 
used it fora throwaway. For either 
use it is worth a try right now. The 
copy runs: 


‘A disease commonly known as 
Blue-itas has broken out in (insert 
name of town), and as yet no rem- 
edy for it has been discovered. The 
symptoms are melancholy, grouchi- 
ness and a generally dyspeptic con- 
dition. 

‘Great care must be taken to pre- 
vent contagion. 

‘A sure cure and preventative is a 
visit to the (name theatre). Treat- 
ment will be administered hereafter 
at least three times daily by the 
eminent blues dispensers and their 
staff of able assistants.’ 





Amateur ‘Bands 


Bands as a successor to amateur 
night seem to be coming into play 
in some sections. Gives a local tal- 
ent attraction that is a little differ- 
ent, and properly handled, it can be 
had for no charge. 


Perhaps the best example of the 
way to swing it was developed by a 
small town man a couple of years 
ago, when the local high school band 
was much better than the school 
average. The music teacher was re- 
gretting that most of the best play- 
ers were in the graduating class and 
would be lost the following fall. The 
manager suggested that they be 
used as the nucleus of a local band, 
and offered them headquarters in 
the theatre for the storage of instru- 
ments and as a meeting place, ar- 
rangements being made for rehear- 
sals elsewhere. 

Most of the boys were glad to 
continue, and the instrumentation 
was brought up through previous 
graduates and some of the boys still 
in school. The band gave a concert 
at the theatre every other week. It 
picked up enough dance engage- 
ments through these appearances to 
pay the music teacher for his in- 
struction, provide uniforms and a 
little pocket money. Instead of ask- 
ing money for the stage shows, they 
felt they were still under obligation 
to the manager. 


Not all towns can swing that idea, 
but bands are helping the receipts 
in a lot of small towns right now 
where they never could afford an or- 
chestra, and the citizens feel like 
hearing a little music occasionally. 





Club Stunts 


Getting tired of the usual pie eat- 
ing type of contests, @ manager 
with a kiddie club has a standing 
offer of a dollar to any kid sug- 
gesting a new stunt, which does not 
have to be original with the child. 
As a result, he is tapping a mine of 
ideas and getting something differ- 
ent for each meeting of the club. 

One morning 20 boys were called 
to the stage and told to remove 
their shoes. It had been stipulated 
that only boys wearing laced shoes 
should come forward. The 40 shoes 
were placed in a barrel and thor- 
oughly shaken up. Then they were 
dumped on the stage and at a sig- 
nal each kid picked out his own 
shoes and put them on. The first 
child to finish lacing was given a 
small prize. The fun of the stunt 
came from the efforts of the boys to 
get their shoes before the others, 
but there was a stipulation there 
was to be no fighting. 

The children get most of their 
ideas from their parents, who draw 
upon their memory of frat and fra- 
ternal initiations for old stunts 
which are new to the younger gen- 
eration. 

Alternate weeks the 
something they can try. 


girls get 





Noveity Pieces 


Novel advertising gags are worth 
the extra trouble they may cost in 
the greater distribution per piece. 
A herald or a throwaway may be 
looked at once and tossed into the 
gutter. A novelty will not only be 


retained but passed along and ex- | 
| claye 


| to iron out. 


hibited to others, which not only 
gives greater coverage to a smaller 
printing order, but ensures more of 
an advertising punch. A clever ad- 
vertising gag may have nothing to 
do with making a picture better, but 
it conveys the 


picture must be above the average 





suggestion that the | | a 
| Sterling chain, is the new prexy. 


or so much trouble would not be 
taken. 


But a novelty means something 
new and not merely a repetition of 
an idea that went over only a few 
weeks ago. A membership card in 
a trick organization may be good 
once and merely extract a yawn on 
too close a repeat. It is seldom 
good for an encore more often than 
every six months and in some towns 
a year should elapse. 

On the other hand, a trick catch- 
line this week does not mean that 
another cannot be used next week, 
if it is equally smart—and different. 
As a matter of fact, if clever lines 
can be evolved, it may get to be a 
sort of trade mark for which people 
will look. 

An automobile novelty, other than 
a variation of the summons or vio- 
lation card, is always good, partic- 
ularly if it is something most auto 
owners will paste on their wind- 
shields. But let the owner do his 
own pasting. If it is a really good 
idea, they will come to the theatre 
and ask for one. 

Be different and, if possible, be 
funny, and you can make fewer 
pieces do more work. 


Back to the Net 


Now that the winter winds are 
blowing the usual cloth banners 
around, try a banner foundation of 
a tennis net or an old seine, if the 
latter are to be had locally. Cutout 
letters and mounted cutouts can be 
used, with plenty ef space for the 
wind to pass through without un- 
duly blowing the sign about. The 
net can be used for a novelty or 
adopted as a standard base and will 
keep the letters in good shape, no 
matter what the wind velocity. One 
exhibitor even framed up a cross- 
street banner with chicken netting, 
and is going to use the same stunt 
again. This costs more, but not 
much more than banner cloth, and 
has the advantage of permitting the 
letters to be securely tied on. Only 
drawback is that the sign cannot 
face two ways without the lettering 
becoming confused. 





Newspaper Copy 


Despite that press books frequent- 
ly carry the appeal to managers to 
have copy typewritten before taking 
it to the local papers, there is sur- 
prisingly large number of managers 
who cannot see the advantage of 
taking all that trouble when they 
can merely clip a reader from the 
press book, paste it onto a sheet and 
take it over in that form. 

The chief reason is that a lot of 
editors are inclined to be a bit fussy 
about copy to which they give free 
space. They object to the ready- 
made stuff and toss it into the bas- 
ket, where the same story might go 
through if it were written out. An- 
other reason is that double-spaced 
typewriting is more easily edited, 
and often a long story will be cut 
down to what the editor wants, if it 
is made easy for him. A third rea- 
son is that, in copying, the story can 
be slightly changed, to give it a loca] 
slant. 

Press work should be carefully se- 
lected and clean copied. The selec- 
tion is important. One Philadelphia 
editor once reported that he had re- 
ceived a paste-up which was a di- 
rection to the manager for staging a 
fashion show and utterly useless as 
newspaper copy. The manager 
wanted to turn in something and 
apparently had picked it off the 
wrong page. If the space won is 
worth anything at all, it is at least 
worth making an effort to get. 


Mothers, Too 


An Australian exhibitor has a 
scheme for getting the kid patron- 
age which seems to be new. He has 
the usual club, but each member is 
given a card on the back of which 
are 12 circles, numbered. 

The card is stamped each time the 
child attends the theatre. When the 
sixth and 12th circles are stamped, 
a ticket is issued to the child’s 
mother. Not only brings the club 
more closely to the maternal ob- 
servation, but lets her in on its 
benefits. 


ITALIAN ‘FLOOR SHOW’ 
Milan, Nov. 4. 

The Trianon theatre and Variety 
hall has been reopened under new 
managment of Boccassini, Curci & 
Bracchi, and they propose running 
it something on the lines of a con- 
tinental conc®rt place, 

The first program contains Prin- 
cess Spotted Elk, Isch Vani, a 
dancer from Hawaii; the Sisters 
Parkas, and the 18 Danubian Girls, 
who dance with the public in the 
middle of the floor. 

Dancing is continued after mid- 
night in another dancing hall below 
the theatre, open till 3 a.m. 


N. W. Exhibs Quiet 








Seattle, Nov. 16. 
Allied Amusements’ Association 
of the northwest, in annual con- 
here last week, found little 


or 2,060 foot reels but nothing else 
to rock the boat. 

Jim Hone continues ex-sec 
while John Danz, of Seattle and the 


as 


Some division over one | 





Strike Averted in L. A. When New Co. 
Reinstated Its Ousted Union Crews 





14 HOUSES NOW ON DOC 
JOE LEE’S B’KLYN DiV 


Five more houses are being 
added to Joe lLee’s division of 
Brooklyn, N. Y.. stratght picture 


galleries, to give him a division of 
14 theatres. 

Lee added quintet are the Colum- 
bia, Park, Strand and Central the- 
atres in Far Rockaway, and the 
RKO, Richmond Hill, L. I. 

Majority of Joe Lee’s divisional 
houses, including at least four of 
the added locations, were among 
the most notoriously ill of RKO's 
sick theatres. Lee’s treatment of 
the circuit’s Brooklyn weaklings in 
the past gave him the title of ‘Doc- 
tor’ around the RKO office. 

Formerly an ace legit and pic- 
ture exploitation man, Lee started 
with RKO about two and a half 
years ago as manager of the Or- 
pheum, Brooklyn. This is a small 
vaudeville house of ancient vintage. 
With second and third runs as 
product and five downtown Brook- 
lyn deluxers as opposition, the 
Orpheum somehow managed _ to 
struggle out of the red. Other old 
Brooklyn barns, such as the Bush- 
wick and Greenpoint, also re- 
sponded to the Lee treatment. 





Italian Price Control 
Through Arbitration 


Rome, Nov. 5. 


A fight has been going on here, 
and is nearly ended, between the 
representatives of the foreign film 
producers and their Italian competi- 
tors. The latter are limited to two 
or three, only one of which, the 
Cines firm, founded by the late Pit- 
taluga, is of any importance. 

The battle has centered 
prices producers should demand 
from renters. The situation is a pe- 
culiar one, for, in spite of bad condi- 
tions, there are not nearly enough 
films to go round. No less than 50% 
of the films now shown in Italy, and 
on which profit is made for pro- 
ducers, renters and everybody, are 
silents. It is hard to find an ade- 
quate supply of silents to satisfy 
this old-fashioned market. Conse- 
quently half the business is entirely 
in the hands of the foreign produ- 
cers or their agents here. The great 
majority of these foreign producers 
are, of course, Americans. 

Cines is producing only talkers, 
and not many of these. Caesar Film 
and the small subsidiaries of Ger- 
man firms, working sporadically at 
Naples and elsewhere, produce a 
negligible number of films per year. 

Thus 50% of the film require- 
ments have to be supplied by old 
silents recut and patched up, and 
talkers with the sound removed. 
The strong pvsition enjoyed as a 
result of this situation has greatly 
irritated the small group of Italian 
producers who have sought to bring 
pressure on the Show Business Fed- 
eration (Federazione dello Spettaco- 
lo) to make the agents of the for- 
eigners cut their prices to renters. 

The foreign producers have been 
represented as holding up small 
Italian renters on prices. Agree- 
ment has now been all but reached. 
Terms are as follows: the foreign 
producers may ask what terms they 
like without any interference from 
the government through the Feder- 
ation of the Show Business, but if a 
renter thinks he has had rough 
treatment he can apply to an arbi- 
tration board. There is also an ap- 
peal to the ordinary courts of jus- 
tice. 

Foreign producers feel they have 
been placed in a false position and 
have strongly resented the role at- 
tributed to them of acting ruthlessly 
toward the Italian renters, 

The fact is that the whole show 
business here is in bad way, and it 
would be useless for the producing 
firms’ agents to ask absurd prices 
for films, because they cannot be 
paid, 


around 


OPERATORS’ SHARE 


Oklahoma City, Nov. 16. 
_ The operators’ union in Kansas 
City has plan of giving two days a 


week to operators locked out. A 
substitute works in the place of 
each regular man on a schedule ar- 
ranged by the union, assuring 35 | 
unemployed operators two days’ | 


work and $25 to $30 a week, 





bh of 


Los Angeles, Nov. 16. 

Strike was averted upon Holly« 
wood Theatres, Ltd., reinstalling its 
Arthur, en 
route west, and now in Detroit, was 
on the phone with Oscar Oldknow 
from the city. Both 
straightened matters out so that the 


strike was avoided. 


union crews Harry 


Michigan 


Suspicious of the sub-decentrali- 
zations whereby Fox-West Coast 
turned back eight theatres to the 
Hollywood Theatres, Ltd., the L. A, 
projectionists union Friday (13) 
wired William IF’. Canavan, the IA 
head in New York, to declare a 
100% all F-WC houses, 
It even threatened the $5 premiere 
of Grauman’s Chinese that night 
(13) when ‘The Champ’ reinaugura- 
ted the deluxe policy at that house. 

Lockout of all union projection- 
ists from the booths of the Holly- 
wood Theatres inspired the accus- 
ation that this turning back of these 
theatres to that corporation by F- 
WC was allegedly a ruse to dodge 
the union scale. It was charged as 
a direct violation of contract and 
good faith. 

Hollywood Theatres, 


strike in 


(John M. 


Young, pres.; Leslie Swope, exec, 
Vv. p. and treas.; and Frank A, 
Grant, sec., all pioneer Hollywood 


theatres operators) are, now the 
technical owners and operators of 
the Filmarte and Apollo in Holly- 
wood; Beverly in Beverly Hills; 
Carmel and El Portal in north Hol- 
lywood; Paramount on Hollywood 
blvd.; and the Stadium and Vista, 
L. A. 

With the exception of the Sta- 
dium, Beverly and Vista, all the 
above houses were previously un- 
der the operation of Hollywood 
Theatres, Inc. (now changed to 
Ltd.) and directly operated by that 
company, although under F-WC di- 
rection. 

Both F-WC and the subsidiary 
corporation's officers are vague on 
just what percentage of stock was 
turned back by F-WC to the former 
owners, 

Keeps Out of Red 

Hollywood Theatres explains its 
going non-union as a matter of eco- 
nomics; that it couldn’t otherwise 
stay out of the red. ; 

Actual turning back of these/ 
eight local houses by F-WC oc- 
curred Saturday (14), a day after 
the threatened strike. 

Mystery surrounds the date of 
the deal between Hollywood Thea- 
tres, Ltd. and F-WC, with none 
concerned seemingly certain of 
when negotiations were made or 
when Hollywood Theatres, Ltd. was 
organized, excepting that it was ‘in 
the last few days.’ F-WC officials 
stated the deal was consummated 
‘some time last week.’ 

Bert Starkey, business manager 
for the projectionists’ local, con- 
tended that F-WC was directly re- 
sponsible for the lockout, declaring 
the turning back of the eight houses 
to be a subterfuge. Starkey stated 
the same situation was threatened 
four months ago when Oscar S. 
Oldknow intended to sublease some 
of the F-WC houses to the same 
group, with notice given to all 
union men, but promised that this 
would not be done when the 15% 
rebate on scale was made by the 
operators’ union to the entire cir- 
cuit. Reduction was in effect until 
Nov. 1 and, Starkey states, the re- 
turn to the reguar scale was the 
signal for the same subleasing at- 
tempt as before, 





LESS TALK, MORE ACTION 


Egyptians Think English Pictures 
May Now Have Better Chance 








Alexandria, Nov. 4. 
Poor average of English talkers 
vhown in Egypt last winter has led 
to the belief that managers of local 
picture theatres would probably 
abstain from exhibiting pictures in 
this language during this winter. 
Put due to the technical improve- 
ment realized in English films, by 
reducing the speech and increasing 
the action, it is expected that films 

of this nature will be welcomed. 


In order to create a novelty in 


| the exploitation of foreign films in 


Egypt, Raissi has booked his pic- 


|tures for exhibition at the Royal 
| Cairo, from different firms, United 
Artists, M-G-M, Par, Fox and 
j others. 
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HELD-OVER HELD-OVER WASHINGTON 
SHOW WORLD’S BEST ST: 


PROVIDENCE ..DES MOINES 
RECORD GATE? year's SUPREME NOVELTY 


FEATURE ATTRACTION! CRITICS RAVE! OLD FOLK AND YOUNG | 
FLOCK TO SEE THE NEW COLOSSUS OF RADIO...’’20th CEN- 
TURY MIRACLE MAN IN A WORLD TURNED UPSIDE DOWN”! 
WATCH FOR EXHIBITION AND PROMOTION PLANS! | 
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RKO SETH PARKER 
AND HIS JONESPORT NEIGHBORS IN THE 


PICTURES 
SMASH MELODRAMA “WAY BACK HOME” 











NAIL IT AND LUBRICATE THOSE TURNSTILES! 
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The Phantom of Paris 


(Continued from page 15) 
story brings him to the evidence he 
is seeking in clearing his name. 

It is inconceivable that the de- 
ception in this instance would go 
undetected until the critical last 
reel, but the average audience will 
not permit that to bilk their satis- 
faction with the story and its situ- 
ations. Gilbert is far more forceful 
than he has been since sound made 
him speak, voice being his greatest 
drawback at times. 

Slightly cynical and markedly 
vindictive, Gilbert has his best op- 
portunity thus far to make footage 
count and largely because of that 
comes through with what is a good 
performance for Gilbert in a role 
a little out of his metier. 

Lewis Stone does a_ detective 
smoothly. Leila Hyams as the girl 
is nicely on her toes. Natalie Moor- 
head fine as the accomplice of the 
murderer, Char. 


MEN LIKE THESE 


(BRITISH MADE) 


London, Nov. 4. 

Produced and distributed by British In- 
ternational. Directed by Walter Summers. 
Inspired by recent British submarine dis- 
aster. Length, 5,200 feet approximately. 
Running time, 60 mins. Censor’s Certifi- 
cate ‘A. In cast: John Batten, James 
Enstone, Edward Gee, John Hunt, etc. 
Reviewed London: Pavilon, Nov. 4, 


Before they had half finished this 
one, British International discov- 
ered the Admiralty would not al- 
low any publicity connection to be 
drawn between the film and the 
Poseidon submarine disaster, on 
which the film is obvigqusly based. 

As such, B. I. found a titleless 
film and a lot of explanations. They 
solved the title problem by asking 
the flicker critics to suggest names, 
and the title above was adopted, the 
words occurring twice during de- 
acriptive passages in the dialog. 

Filmgoers seeing this picture will 
Inevitably compare it with ‘Men 
Without Women,’ the Fox picture. 
It lacks story, lacks all the con- 
ventional screen trappings, al- 
though it has an unforced humor. 
But it has one surprising virtue— 
speed. The thing starts and ends 
within the hour. Wreck happens in 
the first 10 minutes. There is none 
of the usual British picture dither- 
ing around the various develop- 
ments. 

Frankly, it struck this reviewer 
as a first class piece of work, 
marred somewhat by some mock- 
heroics here and there in the dia- 
log. 

Little enough use was made of 
the final escape from the doomed 
submarine. As similar shots had 
been used earlier, any such repiti- 
tion would have been tedious, and 
the speeding towards the end was 
entirely justified. 

There is no story; the film is 
concerned with the engine crew of 
a British submarine rammed by a 
cargo boat in Chinese waters. The 
way this crew, under the leader- 
ship of a petty officer, stood by and 
let the water rise to their necks, 
finally making their getaway 
through the turret with the aid of 
eafety jackets, is now a part of 
English naval history. 

In real life the incident in ques- 
tion was a great piece of true hero- 
ism; in screen form it is a natur- 
ally dramatic subject. 

Occasional suggestions of clumsi- 
ness in cutting, and the always 
awkward appearance of titles and 
dialog commentary in the develop- 
ment, cannot be helped. The fiilm 
stands as a record of a great feat 
of valor, and emerges as a cork- 
ing piece of entertainment for the 
English market. 

Direction, as usual with Sum- 
mers, is purposeful, photography 





good. Recording doubtful, but it 
may have been reproduction. 
Trouping okay, occasionally too 


emphatic, but generally good. 
_ A film subject with money in it 
Aor British showmen. Chap. 


KAISERLIEBCHEN 


(Kaiser’s Sweetheart’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(With Songs) 

Fox-Atlantis production and Tobis Amer- 
fean release. Direction and scenario, Hans 
Tintner. Features Liane Haid and Wal- 
ter Janssen. Supervised by Helmut Schrei- 
ber, photography, Willy Winterste'n; sound, 
R. Leistenschneider. At the Tobis-Vander- 
vilt, N. Y., for grind run Nov. 11. Run- 
aing time, 82 mins. 


Posimeisterliesl...... eandedsseee Liane Haid 
Kaiser Joseph..... $608664+% Walter Janssen 
Rosenberg..... seccessesss»Wilhelm Bendow 
PORMOCES, 060s cccee eosccecesesss-Colette Jell 
WOONO ra cccccese 06000060 6ce08 Hans Jaray 
Joseph Grundner........ Heinz Leo Fischer 
is cndendecbeascas cael August Jonker 





This picture was made about two 
years or more ago by Atlantis for 
Fox distribution on the ‘ther side. 
The time element is against it now. 
Sound and photography are so bad 
that they spoil it for present day 
purposes. 

Beyond those technical faults it’s 
@ harmless and somewhat amusing 
musical comedy. It’s the old story 
of the Kaiser traveling incognito 
and falling in love with a country 
girl. At the end he sends her back 
to her people with both sighing 
their regrets at what might have 
been. 

Cast holds the picture together. 
Liane Haid is beautiful and ca- 
pable. Coupled with her perform- 

@nce in ‘Operadoyte’ (Greenbaum- 


Emelka) current in another New 
York theatre, she impresses as be- 
ing one of the first rank players 
abroad and may even be a bet for 
America. Other parts are well han- 
dled by August Junker and Wilhelm 
Bendow. 

Music is uncredited and pleasant. 
Sets are exceptionally fine. Kauf. 


Expensive Women 


Warner Brothers production and release. 
Starring Dolores Costello, and featuring 


Warren William and H. B. Warner. Direc- 
tion, Hobart Henley; adaptation, Harvey 
Thew and Raymond Griffith. At Strand, 
New York, on grind week Nov. 12. Run- 
ning time, 62 mins, 

Constance Newton.......-.. Dolores Costello 
POORE RIAU icccccécoceess William Warren 
Arthur Raymond.....ce.- Anthony Bushell 
Omer Bec «scecccceccess Joe Donahue 
Melville Raymond. ..cccces: H. PB. Warner 
Molly Lane........ eosmececes Polly Walters 
George AlliSON.....eseesss William House 





Dolores Costello makes her screen 
return in this film. That, coupled 
with the H. B. Waltham name draw, 
may help bring something to the 
box office. About the only things 
in the film’s favor. 

In every other way, the picture 
falls down. Story and acting by 
most of the cast are way off, with 
the continuity probably to blame for 
the complete befuddlement. Things 
are so choppy and illogical there’s a 
feeling New York censors have or- 
dered too many cuts for the film’s 
peace. That’s borne out also by the 
length of the film, barely one hour, 
which might make it eligible for 
double featuring. 

Title, while a good one for display 
purposes, has practically nothing to 
do with the picture. Story is about 
one of those women of whims, In 
the first flash Miss Costello goes to 
a party with Joe Donahue and in 
the second she goes away with War- 
ren William, cast as a composer. 
She doesn’t go home that night. 
Next day she meets Tony Bushell, 
just in from England, and it’s the 
same story. But this time evidently 
it’s true love so she gets squeamish 
and asks him when they’re going to 
be married. He admits he is al- 
ready but is willing to leave his 
wife. His papa steps in to stop that. 
Several days later is New Year's 
and Joe Donahue, the first man, 
takes her to a party, which turns 
out to be in the home of the stern 
father who’s just reconciliated the 
young boy with his wife. Argument 
starts and Tony kills Joe. Miss 
Costello takes the blame and is 
exonerated, the jury calling it sui- 
cide. By this time she’s completely 
chastened so back she goes to War- 
ren William, who's disappeared 
from the film all this time, and tells 
him she’s willing to get married to 
him. Seemingly he’s satisfied. 
Beyond the fact that the story is 
goofy and unconvincing, there are 
going to be plenty of sections of the 
world where censors and others 
will object to a murder being called 
suicide by the jury and with the 
perpetrators getting away with it. 
On the acting end also is con- 
siderable pretty low stuff. Tony 
BusheH has never acted quite as 
amateurishly as here, one of his 
most dramatic moments calling 
forth a hearty guffaw at the Strand. 
Warren William is not far behind 
and the smaller parts are weak 
throughout. 

As a final tipoff there’s the busi- 
ness of Warren William, the heavy 
romantic element, kicking a dizzy 
blonde out of the apartment with 
the same manner used by Ed Rob- 
inson in ‘Smart Money.’ It’s a 
great laugh and fine piece of busi- 
ness for Robinson, but for William 
it’s bad taste and a shocker. 

Just a mistake all around. Kavuf. 


MICHAEL AND MARY 


(BRITISH MADE) 


London, Nov. 4. 

Gainsborough production; recorded by 
RCA Photophone; released through Ideal 
Films. Stars: Herbert Marshall and Edna 
Best. In cast: Frank Lawton, Elizabeth Al- 
lan, D. A, Clarke-Smith. Directed by Victor 
Saville. Cameraman: Leslie Rowson. 
Length, 7,000 feet. Running time, 8 mins. 
Reviewed Gaumont _§ theatre, Wardour 
street, Nov. 4. 


Based on the A. A. Milne play, 
this ‘sentimental variation on the 
husbands-once-dead-always - come- 
alive-again theme should get plenty 
of English patronage from _ the 
feminine patrons in the general 
houses, 

Keeping up the rapidly rising 
standard of recent British films, 
this one is okay in most things. Its 
camera work is clean, direction 
smooth, acting capable. 

Yarn tells how a struggling au- 
thor marries a girl who types his 
masterpieces, knowing she is mar- 
ried to a wastrel who has left her 
and may by now be dead. A gen- 
eration later their son is about to 
be married. They are successful, 
the man sells his books by the 
wagon-load, and only the casual 
reappearance of-the first husband 
wrecks things. 

The second husband, in a quar- 
rel hits him quite mildly. The man 
collapses, dead from heart attack. 

Rather than tell the truth and 
have the family ruined, the man 
tells a yarn in the witness hox and 
gets away with it. Before the boy 
and girl are allowed to marry, they 
have to listen to the wholé story 
in detail. This last sequence is 
particularly well conveyed. 

There is a certain amount of mild 
humor throughout, but the charac- 
terizations generally are good. Her- 
bert Marshall beats Edna Best to 











the honors, although Miss Best is 
quite satisfactory. 

Supporting cast good. 

A dependable booking in the Prit- 
ish field. Chap. 


CARNIVAL 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, Oct. 30. 

British and Dominions production re- 
leased by Gaumont British. Directed by 
Herbert Wilcox. Censors Certificate ‘‘A.’’ 
Stars Matheson Lang. Cast: Joseph 
Schildkraut, Dorothy Bouchier, Reviewed, 
Dorchester House, London, Running time, 
85 mins. 








In this picture Gaumont British 
at last has a release which ought to 
be worth an American outlet. It 
will do well over here. Story made 
one of the most distinguished Brit- 
ish silent films, and it’s certainly 
one of Britain’s most entertaining 
talkers. 

Little of the usual English pon- 
derousness about it, and Herbert 
Wilcox, directing, has turned in a 
good job. Another point in its 
favor is that it needs less cutting 
than most of the native product. 

Theme is the simple triangle, tell- 
ing how a famous actor’s wife ap- 
pears to have betrayed him. He 
goes mad playing ‘Othello’ when she 
is acting with him and nearly stran- 
gles her in the last act. After the 
curtain is rung down she recovers 
and says she didn’t do anything. He 
apologizes and they live happily 
ever after. Just that. But well 
done, 

Set against a Venetian carnival 
background, the atmosphere of the 
film is unusually well conveyed. 
Firework shots, done in color, don’t 
measure up to Hollywood standard, 
but are sufficiently near the mark 
to be good background. 

A surprise is Matheson Lang in 
the lead. Famous on the stage, he 
has not done so well on the screen. 
But here he scores top honors. 
Dorothy Bouchier, once known as 
Chili, undresses pictorially, but Jo- 
seph Schildkraut does not impress. 
Picture should do a month at the 
Tivoli, where it starts Nov. 2. 
Chap. 


HEROES ALL 


Produced by Mendelssohn and Young. 





Released through Imperial Distributing 
Corp. (indie). Running time, 52 minutes. 
Cameo, N. Y., one week. 





A plug for a New York tabloid at 
the opening and end, and an ex- 
ceedingly long and bromidic silent 
title as the opener are about the 
only things new in a potpourri of 
familiar governmental war clips. 
This time they are worked under 
the heading of ‘Heroes All.’ 

Just a picture, at best, for Armis- 
tice Day audiences in the lesser 
runs. For general purposes 10-15-25 
theatre fare. 

Intermingled with the govern- 
mental] clips is some camera work 
which has a familiar studio at- 
mosphere, Sound in this is poor. 
A talking reporter chews his words 
to the point where his utterances 
are unintelligible during most of the 
running time. Waly. 





Hurricane Horseman 


Willis Kent production. State rights 
released in New York territory by Capitol 
Exchanges. Directed by Armand Schafer. 
Story. Douglas Dawson; Photography. 
William Nobles, Stars Lane Chandler. 
At w’s New York, one day, Nov. 10, 
as half double bill. Running time, 59 mins. 





Minor plains opera, built along 
conventional lines, Sufficient riding, 
shooting and other action to get 
by in double-feature programs in 
low-admission houses. Lane Chan- 
dler, star, not impressive as a char- 
acter but rides, shoots and fights 
to the expected delectation of west- 
ern patrons. 

Chandler is a gunsmith who 
roams about the hills looking for 
revolver repair work. Circum- 
stances lead him into the camp of 
desperadoes who are holding a 
Spanish senorita for ransom. °Situ- 
ation which brings laughs in the 
last reel is worked out through 
what happens to the outlaw band’s 
guns after Chandler has repaired 


them. Some merely fizzle when 
fired, others explode in_ user’s 
hands. 


Final will send devotees out sa- 
tiated with the sort of thing for 
which westerns are famous. Just 
| to be different, story has made room 
for some dance routines as part of 
a celebration in the camp of the 
Mexican bandit. Seems out of place 
and very stagey. Love interest is 
very insignificant. Char. 


HARDI LES GARS 


(‘Cheer Up Boys’) 
FRENCH MADE 
Paris, Nov. 7. 
Gaumont Franco Film Aubert production. 
Directed by Maurice Champreux. From 
Gaston Benac scenario. Music by A. 
Chantrier. Lyrics by Rene Nazelles. At 
the Gaumont Palace. Stars Biscot. Fea- 
tures Jeanne Cheirel, Diana, Kerny, Mona 
Goya and Paul Ermolieff. Running time, 
90 mins, 





Programmer, obviously inspired 
by Natan’s “Roi des Resquillers,” 
which has b. v. appeal for the lower 
class sporting element, especially 
in the provinces. The draw is Bis- 
cot, popular slapstick comic, who 
plays a postman organizing a sport- 
ing club. 

Story is about the yearly bicycle 
race that covers the whole of France 





and which gets considerable Ptib- 
licity in the newspapers. Biscot is 
the popular character who wins the 
race. Plot is iaid out to permit him 
his antics and songs which will 
likely click in the cheaper houses. 
Balance of cast is not important, 
except for Kerny, who steals any 
sequence in which he appears. Pro- 
duction fair with photography and 
sound poor. Mari. 


NECK AND NECK 


Weeks production and Sono- 
Associate pro- 





George W. 
Art World Wide release, 





ducer, Roy Davidge. Directed by Richard 
Thorpe. Story by Betty Burbridge. Pho- 
tography, Jules Cronjager. At Loew's New 
York as half double bill; one day, Nov. 10. 
Running time, 61 mins, 

ee Nas s dn 0e00000e66nuseeas Glenn Tryon 
Norma RicKsSOMn...es.seeee+. Vera Reynolds 
EIOCTOP. < cccccccccccccecoce Walter Brennan 
Col. RACKSON... cccccccccceccess Lafe McKee 
Pramk DeuSlas. .ccccccececersese Caroll Nye 
THO TEUSCISE. occccccecvccscece Stepin Fetchit 


Just a fair selection for double 
bills, 


A race track story, built around 
a four-flusher who falls into luck 
and nearly makes goou his less ex- 
aggerated boasts. Braggart is ac- 
cidentally thrown into the society 
of a rich girl whose father is a 
turfman, and through a series of 
circumstances himself becomes a 
steed owner. 

Much of the action is at Agua 
Caliente’s track, where the show- 
off’s horse, won at a poker game, 
comes through in a colorlessly pho- 
tographed race. 

Glenn Tryon does the smart-aleck 
in a superficially amusing manner. 
Opposite is Vera Reynolds, Stepin 
Fetchit’s garbled talking is still so 
much incoherent mumbling. Cast 
support is not good. Char. 


Schuetzenfest in Schilda 


(‘Festival of Riflemen in Schilda’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
Berlin, Oct. 24. 


Gottschalk-Tonfilm-Production, G.M.B.H., 
production and release. Directed by Adolf 
Trotz. Manuscript, Alexander Alexander 
and Willi Prager. Photograptry, Frederik 
Fugisang; sound, Charles Metain. Music, 
Karl M. May. Recorded on Tobis-Klang- 
film, Cast: Siegfried Arno, Fritz Kamp- 
ers, Eugen Rex, Hans Wassmann, Ida 
Wuest, Margot Walter, Genia Nikolaieva, 


Evi Eva, Betty Astor, Nastja Latka, Ju- 
lius Falkenstein, Willi Prager, Johannes 
Roth. Running time, 82 mins, At Atrium, 


Berlin, 





Another slapstick comedy with 
somebody who is nobody taken for 
an exotic majesty. Background of 
a little town, the festival and ex- 
citement of the populace are well 
pictured, with the picture due for 
fair success. 

Siegfried Arno submits a good 
performance, being well assisted by 
Fritz Kampers and Eugen Rex. Ida 
Wuest, a good actress, allows her 
dignity to slide here, while Hans 
Wassmann, Julius Falkenstein, 
Willi Prager, Johannes Roth, and 
Margot Walter are distinct aids. 
Magnus. 





Brown’s Clean-Up 





(Continued from page 2) 


in work, ‘Chi Chi and Her Papas.’ 
It was ordered stopped after $100,- 
000 had been spent upon the prep- 
aration with four weeks’ work also 
in on the picture. 


Brown’s State of Mind 


From the account Brown has de- 
termined to take charge in the stu- 
dio and insist upon progress or 
else. This state of mind on 
Brown’s part, reached after the 
same studio situation had existed 
for many months, is said to have 
been accelerated at a meeting of the 
RKO board in New York, when 
Brown was pointedly asked why is 
what? 


Accordingly, Brown is reported 
working on a time schedule to try 
to bring the RKO organization and 
results to where the board believes 
they should have been some while 
ago. With that bearing on the 
RKO president’s vision of the fu- 
ture, he is apt to be found some- 
what changed by those who have 
been slipping him the allibis that 
brought about the present show- 
down. 


The bad advisors east are also 
going to get air from Brown. 

Selznick frankly issued orders 
with a superior air. Rogers, while 
resenting that, which first started 
the clash over the question of au- 
thority, is remaining passive until 
Brown decides on things. Mean- 
while the personnel of both lots is 
shattered in morale, awaiting the 
inevitable shakeup. 

The RKO prexy will sta; here at 
least a month to get the new R-P 
setup set. It has now resolved it- 
self into Radio becoming the central 
studio, including shorts and’ west- 
erns, with the Pathe lot to be re- 
tained merely as an annex similar 
to the idle WB lot on Sunset blvd. 
since Warners moved everything 
over to the Burbank First National 
studios. 





Rogers 


== 


| Pathe’s full program of 20 will be 
made and that if anything Radio’g 
386 may be cut as the result of the 
merger. 

Judgment 


Some clashing between Joseph 1, 
Schnitzer and William LeBaron was 
also mentioned because of ‘Chi Chi,’ 
LeBaron regarding this is an an ine 
dictment of his judgment. But it 
was cleared up with evidence that 
Schnitzer now as the responsible 
business supervisor of both RKO 
Radio and RKO-Pathe did this on 
eastern banking orders when it wag 


concluded the racy ‘Chi Chi’ theme, 
of a French nature, wasn’t of a 
boxoffice potency conducive’ to 
American tastes. 
Personnel 
Both studio execs, Selznick and 
Rogers, have been going through 


the usual announcements concern- 
ing personnel, with the mild tone 
injected throughout to the effect 
that as many as possible of the 
personnel will be retained. This 
isn’t so. Pathe will necessarily 
slough its major portion of em- 
ployees. Phil Gersdorf is moving 
over to Radio as chief aide to Don 
Eddy on the publicity setup. 


Pathe writers are being let out, 
the first batch including Anthony 
Coldeway, Charles Whittaker and 
Graham John. On Radio, Harry oO, 
Hoyt, former director turned writer, 
is also out. 


Paul Stein, the Pathe director, 
had a scrap with Rogers over a proe 
posed salary cut and scrammed east 
Saturday (14) for a European va- 
cash until the clouds clear. He’s re- 
turning to Germany to visit his 
family. 


Selznick-Thalberg Policy 


Selznick meantime is for 
same all-star idea which 
Thalberg inaugurated on the Metro 
lot. Selznick wants to put as many 
names into ‘Girl Crazy,’ for exam- 
ple, as possible. Eddie Quillan has 
been added to the Wheeler- Woolsey 
Dorothy Lee lineup. 


Selznick, in the bid for names, 
has John Barrymore set for a single 
starring picture. He 
sioned all agents 
brother’s agency, 


the 


Myron Selznick 
with Joyce and Selznick also re+ 


Radio now that LeBaron has been 
eased down on the production end. 
Until now the major portion 
Radio’s star talent was cleared 
through the Charles Beyer agency 
owing to the latter’s social relation- 
ship with the LeBarons. Beyer is 
also said to be a nephew of Mrs. 
LeBaron. 


Consolidate Dec. 15. 


Physical merger of both lots oce 
curs Dec. 15. 


Pathe states it will make six big 
specials with star talent of a calibre 
such as Pola Negri, who has been 
renewed. 


Pathe, with four features in ace 
tual work right now, isn’t stopping 
on its story preparations and prod. 
plans, according to Rogers, although 
new productions are marking time 
until Brown’s decisions in the course 
of this week. 


‘Lost Squadron,’ ordered off with 
‘Chi Chi’ last week, went back into 
work today with Paul Sloane di- 
recting and Norman McLeod, a 
Paramount director, coming over 
ostensably on the story. McLeod 
will be on the sidelines throughout 
production, 


Herman J. Mankiewicz is another 
Par loanee to Radio for story treat- 
ment on ‘Girl Crazy.’ 


Pandro Berman, nephew of 
Schnitzer, who, as previously ane 
nounced, is one of the disposed as- 
sociate producers, has been delee 
gated as Selznick’s executive asst. 
50% Studio Cuts 

Saturday Schnitzer admitted stu- 
dio cuts which in some instances 
will run as high as 50%. This is 
necessary, said Schnitzler, ‘because 
we now have two men for almost 
every job. In contract cases we will 
try to adjust them, or else eliminate 
the contracts.’ 


Myles Connelly, Radio associate 
producer, has been dropped. Con- 
tract cancellation notices were sent 
to all directors and writers holding 
contracts with a 60-day notice 
clause, which means that all those 
who say no will go out Jan. 1. How- 
ard Eastbrook, scenario head, has 
been approached to take a cut. It 
is believed that Eastbrook will 
stand pat, his contract being for 18 
months without option. He has 


been relieved of all executive duties 
as story chief and now ranks only 
as a writer. 

Present indications are that Bill 
Boyd's contract will not be renewed 





states, however, 


that | when option comes around Dec. 39. 


Irving, 


has commis- : 
including his © 


and Frank Joyce to go after talent, 


garded as having a strong in on™” 
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Momand Decision in Federal Court 
May Become National Precedent 








The most important precedent In 
the higher courts since the ruling 
eut of compulsory arbitration and 
the uniform contract is expected by 
the Hays organization to be estab- 
lished by the outcome of the first 
individual exhibitor charge of con- 
gspiracy to reach the federal courts. 
This is the suit brought by the A. 
B. Momand, of Shawnee, Okla, 
against members of the Hays group. 
The decision then rendered, ac- 
cording to Hays’ lawyers, will for- 
ever end indie cries of trustification 
within legal barriers, or else it will 
leave the Hays members open to a 
floodgate of similar actions through 
the country. 

Haysites are made confident by 
the throwing out last week of the 
first of the actions brought by Mo- 
mand in the Oklahoma Supreme 
Court that the action will fare sim- 
ilarly before the federal bench. 


Dismissed 
On the first day of the Momand 
trial in the Supreme Court, after the 
State’s Attorney rested his case on 
evidence obtained previously in in- 
junction proceedings, without call- 
ing a witness, the Court approved 
the defendants’ motion to dismiss. 
Two reasons were given. One that 
the matter was of interstate com- 
mercial scope and therefore beyond 
the State’s jurisdiction, and the 
other that thse evidence adduced 
aid not indicate the existence of a 
tonspiracy to put the independent 
@xhib out of business. 


Chi’s Largest Foreclosure 
Won’t Hit RKO Palace 


Chicago, Nov. 16. 

While the bond issue on the EFitel 
Block has been foreclosed by the 
Central Republic Bank, it will not 
affect the lease held by RKO on the 
Palace, which is part of the prop- 
erty. First intention of throwing 
the issue into receivership has been 
held off, with a reorganization plan 
for the protection of the bondhold- 
ers instituted instead. 
_ Palace lease, originally made with 
the Eitel estate, will probably revert 
to the bank, which is acting as trus- 
tee forthe bondholders. Foreclosure 
resulted from failure of the Ran- 
dolph Hotel Co., owner of the prop- 
erty, to meet interest on a $7,250,000 
bond issue on Nov. 1. It’s the largest 
foreclosure bill on record here. 
_ Original issue of $7,750,000 was 
marketed by Greenebaums Sons 
Bank, absorbed by the Central Re- 
public several years ago, in this way 
succeeding to trusteeship of the 
bonds. 


Sennett East to Direct 
Crosby in 2 Shorts 


Mack Sennett has secured Bing 
Crosby for two more shorts. They 
will be two reelers with a comedy 
twist. 

Sennett is making preparations to 
come east to direct the duet. It 
will be the first time Senett has 
Produced in the east in 10 years. 
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FRISCO’S PETTY GYPS 


Small Time Larceny Guys, Bilking 
Theatre Vending Machines 


— 








San Francisco, Nov. 16. 
Box office stickups don’t phase 
local theatre managers nor put so 
many gray locks in the thatch as 


do the petty larceny robberies 
around the house. 
Right now the  light-fingered 


gentry is centering its efforts on 
slot machines of all descriptions. 
Weighing machines, phone booths, 
perfume sprayers and other dis- 
pensing devices are being tapped 
daily. 

Orpheum has set a protection 
pace by chaining down a weighing 
machine with a 10-pound steel bar 
and a padlock as big as a ham. 
Other houses are following suit. 


Defendants Pleading 
Justification Over 
Protection Action 


Omaha, Nov. 16. 

The various defendants in the suit 
brought in the federal courts by 
William Youngclaus, of Madison, 
Neb., charging violation of the anti- 
trust laws in granting protection to 
the larger houses with which 
Youngclaus’ Capitol is in competi- 
tion, have filed a reply in Lincoln 
denying violation of the law. They 
allege the larger rental fees paid 
by the earlier run houses entitles 
them to some protection against a 
too-early showing in the minor 
houses. In their answer they ask 
for a dismissal of the motion. 

Youngclaus bases his claim chief- 
ly on the fact that the Granada, 
1,500 seat house in Norfolk, 15 miles 
distant, is given undue advantage 
over his own 250-seater in early 
bookings. 


Film Row Gun Battle 
Frisco Idea of Comedy 


San Francisco, Nov. 16. 


Last Monday’s gun battle between 
cops and stickups who shot it out 
along Film Row was not without its 
laughs, despite the death of one 
bandit and wounding of three in- 
nocent bystanders. 

Affair was reminiscent of a Key- 
stone comedy. Star players in 
Monday’s shambles were Dick Mit- 
chell, western rep for Talking Pic- 
ture Epics; Armand Cohen, portly 
manager of the All-Star exchange, 
and Minnie Levy, the latter’s secre- 
tary. 

It started when three yeggs held 
up a nearby gambling joint and 
police began swarming the spot a 
moment later. A running gun fight 
ensued, right down the middle of 
Film Row. In direct line of fire 
loomed Mitchell, who darted into a 
nearby garage, followed closely by 
the pursued bandit, firing backward 
as he ran. Bullets hummed around 
Mitchell’s head until finally the 
bandit dropped with a slug in his 
heart. 

Meanwhile across the street in 
the All-Star office lead crashed 
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FANCHON & MARCO Presents 


ZELDA SANTLEY 


Headlining “VACATION DAYS” Idea 
Personal Direction HARRY FENTELL 











75-Min., Bill of Shorts in 
600-Seat Boston House 


Boston, Nov. 16. 

Built to attract those waiting for 
trains, the South Station theatre, 
with entrances directly from the 
railroad terminal, ig now open. 
House seats 600, opens at 8 a. m. 
and closes at midnight, is refrig- 
erated and has a Walker screen. 
Bill is solely newsreel and shorts, 
running 75 minutes. 

Owners and operators are Joseph 
M, Levenson, Max IL. Levenson, 


| Benjamin E. Rosenthal and N. Sal- 


linger. 





Flash Premieres 
Down to $8,000 
Budget in L. A. 


Hollywood Nov. 16. 

Hollywood's flash picture open- 
ings are suffering from a budget 
cut comparative to the expense 
trimmings in other ends of the pic- 
ture business, 

A year ago most picture open- 
ings in Hollywood ran from $20,000 
to $25,000 for pre-opening expenses 
and opening night bally. Today 
that figure has been cut to where 
few pictures get more than from 
$5,000 to $8,000 for their pre-natal 
splurge. 

Biggest expense ever entailed for 
the launching of a picture here was 
the $50,000 spent by Howard Hughes 
for the premier of ‘Hell’s Angels’ at 
the Chinese. An additional $10,000 
was spent by the theatre and 
United Artists, but that 50 g’s came 
from Hughes. 

‘Just Imagine,’ ‘Big Trail,’ ‘Trader 
Horn,’ and ‘Strangers May Kiss’ hit 
20 grand. In the case of ‘Strangers’ 
and ‘Trader,’ Metro insisted that 
Fox-West Coast spend upward of 
$17,000 on the blasts. 

Retrenchment and realization that 
the public won’t go for the big 
flashes has caused the cut in open- 
ing expenditures. I. A. natives 
mean nothing at the b. o. for a 
$1.50 picture and the tourists aren't 
here this year. 


Same Faces 


Local openings see the same faces 
lining the sidewalks at every 
premier, They come with empty 
boxes and folding chairs to lamp 
the picture big-wigs making their 
entrances. When all the names are 
in the theatre, they fold their chairs, 
tuck the boxes under their arms and 
git for home. 

With few two-a-day pictures get- 
ting more than a three weeks run 
here, it’s impossible to get even the 
reduced opening expenses back, 

Return of the Chinese to a two- 
a-day policy with Metro’s ‘The 
Champ’ caused an extra splurge in 
the bally but it won’t be over $12,- 
000, with future pictures opening 
there getting no more than $8,000 
allotted for the flash. . 

Apportioning of the opening ex- 
pense is usually 60% for newspaper 
advertising, 20% for billboards, 20% 
for other exploitation such as radio, 
opening night broadcast, decora- 
tions, flowers, etc. Light display 
is usually a separate item contribu- 
ted by the studio which made the 
picture, and depending on the size 
of the mazda lane runs from $800 
to $2,000. 








through the windows and flattened 
against the wall. Scurrying for 
shelter, Miss Levy, wedged her way 
under a tiny desk, with the cor- 
pulent Cohen trying to squeeze in 
beside her and pleading for ‘just a 
little more room.’ Vital parts were 
left exposed, but nothing more ser- 
ious than bruised hands and knees 
and a slight attack of cloisterphobia 
resulted, 





Alhied’s Newsreel Flop Admitted; % 


Just Another Error—$110,000 Loss 





OUT AND IN 


WB Clean-Out in Toronto Places 
Frank Myers With B.lI, 





Toronto, Nov. 16. 

Warner stepped into its Toronto 
office with the axe. It caught 
Frank Myers, branch manager, 
and his chief aides B. F. Lyon 
and J. Berman, Some others too 
but the office boy remains. 

British International of Canada 
was just starting up. Myers walked 
over and promoted himself as sales 
manager and hasn't bought any red 
ink yet. 


Sudden B’way Changes 
In Bookings Cost Near 
$1,000 for the House 


Recent frequent switching of 
bookings for the dual Publix- 
United Artists New York runs, Ri- 
alto and Rivoli, is costing the dis- 
tributor around $1,000 every time 
an eleventh-hour change is made, 
it is charged. Recently ‘Corsair’ 
(Hughes) was taken off the sched- 
ule in favor of ‘Age for Love’ at 
the Rivoli. Now ‘Corsair,’ opening 
at the Rialto Thursday (19) on a 
short-notice booking, shoves ‘To- 
night or Never’ (Swanson) into the 
background. 

The previous week ‘Scarface’ was 
lifted from the Rivoli book to make 
way for the new Fairbanks picture, 
‘Scarface’ now having no tentative 
dating at either house. 

Wastage on last-minute switches 
is beginning to burn in some quar- 
ters after preparation has been 
made for openings and campaigns. 

D. W. Griffith’s ‘The Strugle’ and 
several Paramount pictures which 
were on the booking schedules of 
either the Rivoli or Rialto, have 
disappeared altogether, with what- 
ever advance was started on them 
having gone by the board. 


COL’S NEW STYLE PRESS 
BOOK MINUS BLURBS 


A new style press book which 
marks a departure for any dis- 
tributor has been devised for Co- 
lumbia by Al Selig. Going out to 
exhibitors on “The Guilty Genera- 
tion’ as its first picture, the press 
book is expected to find emulation 
among other companies, some of 
whom have visioned the need for 
press book reforms but have done 
little about it. 

The new Col press book marks 
radical changes and for its con- 
structiveness as an aid to the ex- 
hibitor, will doubtless attract no- 
tice. Prepared along practical lines 
which are designed to simplify but 
at the same time importantly assist 
the account in selling the picture, 
the press book’s material is sys- 
temized. 

Without a deluge of blurbs for the 
exhibitor which often appear the 
distrib is trying to sell the account 
on the picture when the salesmen 
already has done that in landing the 
contract, the new press book is 























Following his .recent and em- 
phatic denial Allied’s Kinograms 
newsreel was folding, Abram Myers 
now contradicts his own denial and 
officially announces the flop. 

The end of the Allied reel is just 
another knick in a string of promo- 
tions to get money for the Allied 
organization which have died as 
promptly and completely. Each 
time they have been first denied and 
then announced. 

The newsreel, it is reported, is 
the most expensive flop of all the 
deaths. Its shortlived career, about 
nine issues, entails a loss of an es- 
timated $110,000. Of that amount 
around $30,000 was paid out in 
commissions to Myers’ henchmen, 
who figured in signing up 2,000 Al- 
lied members to play the reel on a 
virtually gratis basis. 


Financial Chaos 


The passing of the reel also 
throws the entire Allied organiza- 
tion into financial chaos, it is 
claimed, from the nature of the 
contracts entered into. Exhibs who 
played the reel didn’t have to pay 
Allied any dues. The reel has been 
running at a complete loss for the 
past two months and nothing sub- 
stantial coming into the Allied 
treasury, according to inside. 

Captain Baynes of Kinograms, 
who announced a cigaret company 
had signed the first advertising 
contract one week and who the next 
week admitted the company’s denial 
about signing was correct, is un- 
derstood to have had very little of 
his own money in the Allied reel. 





Bond for Recount 


Bellaire, O., Nov. 16. 

Pattle over Sunday pictures took 
a new twist with the filing of a bond 
by Rev. J. F. Campbell for a recount 
on the balloting at the recent elec- 
tion. 

By the margin of a single vote 
Sunday films were given a victory 
in the election. Campbell posted 
$10 for each precinct as bond for 
the recount, 





Dark Before Injunction 


Easton, Pa., Nov. 16. 
Third Street theatre, which had 
trouble with the union operators, 
has closed rather than have pickets 
interfere with its patrons. 
House went dark before the 
Courts could grant the injunction 
asked against the union pickets. 





down to the bone, minus two-color 
cuts and large still reproductions of 
an unnecessary nature. For the dis- 
trib it will represent a saving in 
cost of preparation and printing. 

First page of the press book, 
called ‘Exhibitors’ Campaign Book,’ 
which sounds better, contains a 
concise summary of how to sell the 
picture, what to play up, what to 
avoid, etc., as well as suggested 
marked copy, credits, lobby copy, 
trailer, accessories, etc., all at hand 
instead of spread all over the 
sheet. 

Page 1 also contains an index of 
the other pages, with all material 
carefully departmentalized for con- 
venience of the account, including 
publicity stories, cuts and mats, ad 
layouts, exploitation, accessories 
and finally posters. None is mixed 
in with others. 


























SENSATIONALLY DIFFERENT 


JAN RUBINI 


WITH HIS ORCHESTRA AND VIOLIN 
CARTHAY CIRCLE THEATRE, LOS ANGELES 




















CAPITOL, 


KRKIiKUTAS 


THIS WEEK (NOV. 13)—RETURN ENGAGEMENT—THIS WEEK! (NOV. 13) 
NEW YORK 





STARTING DEC. 10, FANCHON & MARCO TOUR 


Direction: Independent, LEDDY & SMITH; R-K-O, WEBER-SIMON AGENCY 
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These are the ads that told New York about “The 


Champ”. Not 


since “The Big Parade” such business. Standees at every show! 


AD N°! 


AD N2 2 AD N23 
Think up a BIG 
am word to describeit 

43, PREMIERE TONIGHT 
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TONIGHT at 3:30 


The World Premiere 
of the Year’s 
Greatest Talkie— 


-|WALLACE 


BEERY 


sar of “The Big House” 


IJACKIE 


COOPER 


vtar of “Skippy” 





"7 ON BROADWAY 
i is at the Astor! 





take ~The Champ’ makes a 4 star 
goal. Not in the history of talkies 
was weeping so profuse and so en- 
jovable. The amazing talents of 
litle Jackie Cooper with the superb 
histrionics of big Wallace Beery in 
a paceful, passionate, heart-rending, 
warmly human story by Frances 
Marion, directed masterfully by King 
Vidor. It's a winnah! And how! 
There's a conclusion so touching, 
so full of the emotion which tugs at 
one’s heart that men, women and 
children alike are caught in the 
kerchief-act as director King Vidor 
gives us a supremely spectacular. 
climax.” —lrene Thirer, Daily News 



























































the director of the screen's JALLACE BEERY, JACKIE COOPER, directed by KING VIDOR 
mightiest from “The Big he MetroGoldwyn-Mayer Talkie, destined to be the greasest success of 193 
Parade” to “Sereet Scene : 


V i D O R STOR TONIGHT 8:40 Twice Daily 


3 COL.X.95 LINES 


wah IMZNE KICH—ROSCOE ATES AD Ne°S 







©The Champ’ is eminentiy worth seeing.” 
—Theornton Delehanty, Eve. Post 


“Metro Goldwyn-Mayer has asked in its advertisements for a word 
to describe the picture. The picture is Jackie Cooper and every 
euperiative in the dictionary would be needed to do justice to the 
nine-yearold child who can make you cry, laugh or just sit spell- 
bound. A grand picture.” —Rose Pelsewick, Eve. Journal 





















“Jackie Cooper, unquestionably the most talented child actor this 
reviewer has ever seen in celluloid, with Wallace Beery give dra- 


; . matic entertainment of a sort that should keep the lines at the box 

. office.” —Julia Shawell, Eve. Graphic 

ere ongy : “Young Jackie Cooper by one of the finest and most know- 

ingly sensitive portrayals of the recent cinema that he is an actor 

oa of genuine and definite distinction. ‘The Champ’ is so tenderly 

: Z . j and knowingly played by Mr. Beery and young Cooper that protest 

i ; ee i ae you may against its frank attacks on your tear ducts, you can 
tz i ene ae hardly escape a share of its undeniable poignancy.” 


—Richard Wants, Jr., Herald Tribune 








When Wallace Beery and little Jackie Cooper appear in the same 
picture the combinaticn should be enough to create an irresistible 
event in the cinema. ‘The Champ’ is ever better than that because 
King Vidor has directed it. Ie gets you. Entertaining from begin- 
ning to end, excellently played and directed, it deserves a long run.” 

—Villiam Bochnel, World Telegram 

quent 
It ls unquestionably box office. It brings Skippy’ Cooper back to 
es. It brings Wallace Beery back to us. King Vidor is the director. 
le is warming and engaging. For acting, it is unbeatable. Jackie 
Cooper rings as true as a bell. You'll watch ‘The Champ’ from a 
singside scat.” John S, Cohen, Jr. Sun. 
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Immortality awaits them. Wallace 
Beery—never before so wonderful. 
Jackie Cooper—the Boy Star with 
Heaven in his face. King Vidor, 
directing each golden moment with 
superb artistry. This picture takes 
its place among the greatest ever 
presented at the 
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proud of its recent 
offerings, 
“The Guardsman”, *A 


Free Soul”, “Susen 
Lenox,” and “The Sia 


is most proud of its 
newest talkie;“The 
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at the BOX-OFFICE 
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" premiere 
Monday night will confirm what 
is to be an unquestioned sensation! 
WALLACE BEERY and JACKIE 
COOPE! 


Irene Rich, Roscoe Ares. A ME 
GOLDWYN-MAYER PRODUCTION. 
Directed by KING VIDOR from Frances 
Marion's story. 


Twice daily 2:50—8:50. 3 times Sundays and Holideys 
Matinces (except Saturday) SOc to $1.00. Evenings Sic to 


. TWO who make history! 










R in “THE CHAMP.” With % 
TRO. 












WORLD PREMIERE 
MONDAY, NOV. 9th at 8:40 
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Legalized Mutuel Betting in Fla. 
. Expected to Be Costly to Theatres 





Jacksonville, Nov. 16. 

Florida theatre operators in 
gounties where dog and horse race 
tracks will operate this season are 
looking through glasses that are 
anything but rose-tinted. 

Greyhound racing in particular 
will hurt the theatres in that vital 
spot, the box office, according to 
outstanding men in the show busi- 
ness. The dogs run at night, tak- 
ing many of the best film custom- 














Foremost Film Writers 
and Dialogicians 


JOSEPH 
FIELDS 


Now Adapting 


“GIRL CRAZY” 


Radio Pictures 




















HOWARD J. GREEN 


Writer 


Representative: Arthur M. Landau 











JOSEPH JACKSON 


Now Adapting 
‘HIGH PRESSURE’ 
for WILLIAM POWELL 

at WARNER BROTHERS 

















ers away in addition to cutting 
down their spending money through 
the constant operation of the take- 
out for the mutuels, not to mention 
actual losses through guessing 
wrong on the dogs. 


Horse racing under the legalized 


mutuels also will cut down the the- 
atre attendance, theatre admission 
money going for a flyer to the race 
track and at least four theatre ad- 
missions being burned up in ex- 
penses. 

Dogs and horses are scheduled to 
run in counties where the operators 
of theatres, particularly the Sparks 
and Publix houses, count on mak- 
ing enough during the winter tour- 
ist season to offset the summer 
dearth of patronage. 

In Hillsborough, Pinellas, Dade, 
St. Johns, Palm Beach, Clay and 
Orange counties, at least, the the- 
atre men will be hit by the opera- 


tion of race tracks with legalized 
mutuel betting. St. John and Clay 
counties will draw business from 
Jacksonville, aggravating a situa- 


tion here that the Sparks interest 
are doing anything but crowing 
about. 

At St. Petersburg, the deluxe 
Florida has been closed by E. J. 
Sparks because of business depres- 
sion, right when the winter tourist 
influx is supposed to start. The in- 
flux is noticeable by its absence to 
date, with the United Daughters 
of the Confederacy coming in at 
Jacksonville as the big tourist crop 
with any spending money. And 
their souvenir program is full of ad- 
vertisements from the churches in- 
viting them to attend services, so it 
can be imagined how much break 
in the depression monotony can be 
expected there. 





McManus Goes Academic 


Elliott McManus, from the Fox 
home office publicity department, to 
assistant to Glenn Griswold. Mc- 
Manus will be Griswold’s immediate 
aid in the visual education depart- 
ment. 





Giveaway 





Los Angeles, Nov. 16. 
New low for Coast picture 
house prices is the Huntington, 
southeast house, night scale. 
Gives two features along 
with comedy and newsreel for 
a dime, 











FAILED TO ADVERTISE 





Modern, Providence, Again Chang- 
ing Policy—3rd Time in Few 





Providence, Nov. 16. 

After three weeks of vaudefilm, 
the Modern is back to pictures only. 
It will use second runs at 10-15. 

House reopened some weeks ago 
with straight pictures at  35c. 
Switched to vaudeville and two fea- 
tures at 35c. 

Proprietors attempted te run 
house for last two weeks without 
advertising in the dailies. Failure 
‘to do so is felt to have been the 
real cause for lack of patronage. 
First week of vaude grossed $3,700, 
a few hundreds over expenses, 





Park, Reading, Receivers 





Reading, Pa., Nov. 16. 

Maurice D. Fishman; who owns 
300 shares of stock of the Inter- 
state Residence, Inc., lessee of the 
Park theatre, this city, brought a 
friendly suit in equity in Philadel- 
phia federal court to protect the 
assets of the company, estimated at 
$102,166. The company has debts 
of only $27,000, but lacks working 
capital, 

Morris H. Goldman and John P. 
Hill, of Philadelphia, were appoint- 
ed receivers. Theatre remains in 
operation, playing vaudfilms. The 
receivers furnished a joint $10,000 
bond. 





Rosenwald With Harry Katz 


Post held in New York by Harry 
Rosenwald, special ad director for 
Publix Greater N. Y. houses, may 
be abandoned. 

Rosenwald has been promoted to 
the operating division ag assistant 
to Harry Katz. 





Tri-State Answers Fox's Brief in 
Appeal Over Arbitration Clause 





Seventh exhibitor group to test 
in the supreme courts the validity 
of the old uniform contract, on the 
premise that it is invalidated by the 
presence of the compulsory arbitra- 
tion clause, even though regarded 
by both sides as obsolete, is Tri- 
State Theatres against Fox Film 
Corp. With the previous six, de- 
cisions in favor of the plaintiffs 
were reversed in the higher court. 

Fox is now appealing to the Su- 
preme Court of Idaho. 

In its attack on the entire con- 
tract the Tri-State action, to be re- 
lieved of further play dates cited in 
the contract at issue, cites in its 
brief: 

“The standard form of contract is 
not lawful on its face. The devices 
intended to make the purpose of the 
conspiracy effective are imported 
into the standard form of contract 


and thus the whole contract is 
tainted.” 

Novel Attack 
The language of the standard 


contract is at the same time at- 
tacked from a novel angle. High 
priced lawyers for the producers are 
admitted too much for the average 
exhibitcr and that ‘an examination 
of the record will disclose that if 
the moving picture operator under- 
took to assert his rights under these 
instruments he would immediately 
learn that he had no right and no 
contract.’ 

Oratory, alse on a plane not pre- 
viously {indulged by indie exhib at- 





Managers’ Problems 





Clinton, Ia., Nov. 16. 

Last week marked first meeting 
here of eight managers of Central 
States Theatre Corp. with L J. 
Wegener, Capitol manager, host. 
Meetings to be held in future every 
two weeks with Clinton, Iowa City 
or Burlington meeting spots, For 





managerial problems. 





torneys, is evidenced later in the 
brief. 

‘This fustian movie trust’ in one 
paragraph is credited with organ- 
izing arbitration simply to reduce 
the exhibitors to ‘economic slavery’. 
In another paragraph the ‘trust’ is 
credited with ‘arrogating to itself 
the same arbitrary power, which our 
fathers denied to George III 150 
years ago.’ 
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FLORENCE 
ROGGE 


Mentor of the Roxy 
Versatile Ballet 


4th Year at the World’s Largest 
Theatre, 


The Roxy, New York 




















UALITY sound reproduction is the theatre's most important asset 
_.. The best recorded pictures are doomed to dismal failure if 
the sound reproduction is not efficient... Today more than ever before, 
the public is demanding “sound satisfaction”... Every wise exhibitor is 
conscious of these facts .., That is why so many are installing RCA 


THE SIGN ABOVE THE BOX) 
OFFICE THAT BRINGS PATRONS 
TO THE THEATRE! 


Photophone equipment. 


RCA Photophone Standard Size apparatus for theatres up to 1,200 
seats and Special Size apparatus for theatres up to 500 seats, both 
AC operated, are conceded to be superior to any other types of equip- 


ment in their respective fields. 


Servicing of equipment following installation 
an assurance of complete sound satisfaction 


SPECIAL SIZE EQUIPMENT 
Cash or terms $] 600-°° 


STANDARD SIZE EQUIPMENT 


Cash or terms $9500-°° 


F. 0. B. Brooklyn Warehouse 


RCA 


PHOTOPHONE, INC. 
411 FIFTH AVENUE 


Branches in Principal Cities 


NEW YORK CITY 





(A Radio Corporation 
of America Subsidiary) 
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Sick and Lonely 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 





»™ 
> 


Los Angeles, Nov. 11. 
Hello Charlie: 
Well of all the phoney bologne 
towns, Los Angeles is it. The date 


at the Hillstreet is okay, nice band 
swell crew and Arthur Essberg is 
a manager who knows every angle 
from the box office to back stage 
and is a regular guy with it. So 
that part of Los Angeles is all right, 
but what burned me up is my so 
called pals that were going to io 
so much for me when I got to Holly- 
wood, 


Everybody I called up was out on 
location. That’s what we call back 
East ‘the run-a-round.’ That’s how 
they get rid of people they don’t 
want to see. And the guys that I 
finally did see couldn’t get them- 
selves a job much less get me one. 
They’re all big shots when they go 
back east for a visit and tell you 
about their big homes, with 
swimming pools, chauffeurs, and 
about them going out on parties 
with all the big stars. To hear them 
tell it, they sleep with Zukor or 
Lasky. But when you see ’em out 
here they got more alibis than a 
gangster in court. 

Most of the boys are living on 
rice, and some of them know how 
to make 50 different sauces for it, 
so it kinda makes a change for ’em 
every day. They live three high in 
a furnished flat and you gotta bring 
your own gin to all parties. They 
give you energine for a chaser. The 
real big guys don’t go out at all be- 
cause they’re afraid of getting 
touched. I was around a week and 
got the bee put on me so much 
you'd think I had the hives. 

Most of ’em got the same line of 
gab, that they’re holding ’em down 
on account of stealing the picture 
from the star, but none of ’em will 
leave, the sunshine is got ’em. To 
hear those muggs talk you’d think 
Wwe never saw any sun in New York. 
It’s funny what these muggs will go 
through waiting for a break. They 
all have the same routine of gags. 
stuff we heard months ago, and 
when you spring a new one they tell 
you you ought to stay out there 
and become a gag man. 

One pal got me an in with a di- 
rector and I went out to the studio. 
I took the girl in the last act with 
me and the mugg told me that he’d 
give me a bit in a picture and that 
would save us makin’ tests. So we 
dress up like two Westerners, big 
hat, chaps, revolver and all the 
trimmings and if I do say so my- 
self I looked immense, and the girl 
looked just ten times better than 
anyone I ever saw in pictures. Well 
they got us on a dance hall set and 
everybody danced around, and what 
do you think this mugg director 
does? He points the camera at our 
feet and takes a close up of the 
floor and our legs; not once did he 
point the camera at our faces. 


Coupla Lucky Stiffs 


It burned me plenty, being made 
up for three hours to get a picture 
taken of my feet. I told my pal 
what they done and he said not to 
say anything, ‘cause if you get in 
wrong with a director he can keep 
you outta plenty of jobs. What kills 
me is. that the comic and the 
straight man in the last act who 
didn’t know anybody out here, had 
a guy come back stage and ask 
them to come out to make a test, 
and it looks like they’re gonna get 
a contract. That shows you what's 
the matter with the pictures. The 
girl in the last act is got the right 
idea, my so called pals are afraid 
if I get in I'll do them out of jobs. 
Everybody is afraid of everybody 
else out here. 

But there’s a lot of the regular 
guys left, Charlie. Little Bert 
Wheeler who is a big star came 
back stage to see me. He’s just the 
same as when I played on the bill 
with him when he was with Micky 
Moran. Al Boasberg handed me a 
flock of laughs and so did Bert Han- 
lon, he is out here and doing fine, 
too. Neely Edwards is there with a 
big hello and Joe Marks, the agent 
who used to be casting director, 
came back to see me and we had a 
long talk and he even said that 
they’re passing up a great bet not 
signing me up. But Charlie I don’t 
want no part of it. Of course 
if I got a good fat contract I'd 
come back here, but they must make 
it plenty for me to go through this 
California sunshine and Malarkey. 

The unit all go different places 
every night and the next day lie to 
each other about where they were 
and all the big people they met. 
Bergman had a Silver Wedding an 
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HOLTZ AND LILLIE? 


Talk of Both for Palace Show 
After Current Bill 








If amity can be reached on bill- 
ing, Lou Holtz and Beatrice Lillie 
will become the nucleus of the Pal- 
ace show after Eddie Cantor and 
George Jessel’s current show. That 
will be sometime after the first of 
the year from all indications and 
a few weeks following the Cantor— 
Jessel close. 

With notice going up on Miss 
Lillie’s ‘Third Little Show,’ closing 
in Philadelphia in two weeks, she 
is under consideration by the RKO 
booking office. Question of billing 
will be whether Holtz and the Eng- 
lish star will be willing to share 
honors. Miss Lillie will not take 
second billing it is said. 

Miss Lillie will receive $6,500, if 
booked for the Palace. She was 
paid this ameunt when at the house 
for two weeks in Feb., last. 

Jenie Jacobs is representing Miss 
Lillie. 


SKOURAS’ ACTS FOR 
ACADEMY, AUDUBON 


Aunt Jemina opened at the Acad- 
emy, Newark, Friday (13) and will 
be followed Nov. 17 by Morton 
Downey. Sophie Tucker is due 
there Nov. 24. 

Both Jemina and Miss Tucker 
will play the Audubon, New York. 
The houses are operated by 
Skouras., 


No NVA Change 


Nothing stirred in the NVA status 
during the past week. The settle- 
ment terms are still under the V. M. 
A. manager-members’ advisement. 
The managers’ answer, when is- 
sued, will come through their coun- 
sel, Nathan Burkan, 


Seeley-Fields in Vaude 


Chicago, Nov. 16. 

Blossom Seeley and Benny Fields 
who left ‘Girl Crazy’ during the 
week are set to headline the Loop- 
End for Johnny Jones Nov. 28. 
Schallman Bros. made the deal 
which specifies $2,250 with two 
pianists. 

Duo may be set for a radio com- 
mercial for morning broadcast. 




















Radio Jesters in Houses 


RKO has booked the Tasty Yeast 
Jesters, a Columbia broadcasting 
attraction, to open at the Royal, 
Bronx, last half of Nov. 21 week. 
Tasty Yeast Jesters are Colonel 
Stoopnagel and Bud over the air; 
privately they are Budd Hulick and 
F. Chase Taylor. The radio team 
will play about four weeks of RKO 
metropolitan dates. 





NELSON IN ‘TARZAN’ 
Hollywood, Nov. 16. 
Bert Nelson and his _ lioness, 
‘Princess Pat,’ have been engaged 
for Metro’s ‘Tarzan.’ 
Nelson, in addition to working 
‘Pat’ in the picture, will play a part. 


Peabody Stays Abroad 
Los Angeles, Nov. 16. 
Eddie Peabody for the first time 
in years will not be back at his 
Riverside, Calif., ranch for the 
Xmas holidays, being held abroad 
by offers. 

Now in Monte Carlo, he has an 
offer for a Paris revue and is send- 
ing for Jean Armand, his local 
business representative, to join him 
abroad. 








niversary and gave the dogs an ex- 
tra hunk of meat. I asked him 
where his wife was and he said he 
didn’t know but he was celebrating 
his 25th anniversary of being parted 
from her. I’m lookin’ better than 
I ever did in my life; took care of 
myself so I'd be okay for the tests 
in Hollywood and it turns out to be 
Malarkey. I don’t care so much for 
myself, but it sure made me feel 
small to the girl in the last act. 
Me and her are gonna drink up all 
that good rye I was savin’ for the 
picture people. It’s too good for 
those muggs. SEZ 
Your Pal, 
Bob. 








Gags on Hoover 





An epidemic of gags and 
stories, clean and not so clean, 
is spreading with President 
Hoover and his administration 
as the butt of it all. Very re- 
cently this has occurred, with 
a motley type of gags on 
Hoover beginning to creep on- 
to the stage, mostly in vaude- 
ville. 

While the REO circuit 
placed a ban on all jokes or 
wisecracks reflecting on the 
nation’s chief exec, vaude acts 
elsewhere are trying to punch 


has 





up their acts with them. 


LOEW'S UNIT oF 
4 ACTS AND 
GIRL LINE 


First Loew experimental vaude 
unit opens at its Orpheum, New 
York, Nov. 21. It includes Bert 
Frohman, Clifford and Marion, Ben 
Omar and Baker, Dove and Allen. 
Besides the four acts will be a line 
of 12 girls and the Earl Carpenter 
band on the stage. The latter unit 
is the regular pit organization at 
the Orpheum, placed there by Louis 
K. Sidney in preparation for the 
unit experiments. 

The unit will be specially staged 
by Sidney and staff. There will be 
no attempt to use any part or par- 
cel of former de luxe unit ideas or 
equipment in these vaude units. 
Everything is being produced with 
vaude construction in mind and to 
develop units that can be carried 
handily around the Loew vaude 
houses. 

Units will not replace the regular 
five-act vaude shows at the Or- 
pheum or any other vaudefilmer for 
Loew. At present they will be pro- 
duced about one a month and 
booked around every four weeks 
into the vaude stands. If the initial 
experiments with this type of en- 
tertainment in Loew vaude houses 
is successful there is a possibility 
they will alternate later on with 
vaude shows in less than a month 
apart. 


WAITING FOR 8 ACTS 
AGAIN FOR COAST 


Los Angeles, Nov. 16. 

Cliff Work is awaiting word from 
the RKO New York offices on an 
eight act policy going into the Or- 
pheum, Oakland, and Golden Gate, 
San Francisco, to start Nov. 26. 
Idea would follow th» one used here 
at the Hill Street. 

Four coast bcoked acts at $600 
would augment the intact units 
which are routed to San Francisco, 
Oakland and Los Angeles. 


FAY-STANWYCK $8,000 
AT PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Nov. 16. 
Frank Fay and Barbara Stan- 
wyck open at the Paramount here 
Thursday (19), getting $8,000 for 
the act. 


























Kid’s Guarantee 


Los Angeles, Nov. 16. 

Eugene Jackson, colored picture 
kid, has been signed by D. P. ‘Doc’ 
Robinson for a year of personals in 
colored houses. 

Contract guarantees the kid 30 
weeks at $125, plus salary for a 
tutor and pianist, and the producer 
paying Teo Morrison the agent’s 
commission. Jackson’s kid brother, 
Fred Baker, and their mother ‘will 
work with the act. 

Robinson handled the _ Stepin 
Fetchit personals. He claims 35 
weeks already in line for Jackson. 


2 Acts, Loew-Booked 


Cab Calloway and his colored band 
have been booked to open at Loew’s 
Valencia, Jamaica, Nov. 27. No fur- 
ther time has been set to follow 
this date. 

Little Jack Little, radio person- 
ality, has been okayed to start a 
Loew deluxe tour Dec. 5, beginning 
at Loew’s, Jersey City. 











Inside Stuf—Vaude 


Nat Reynard, of Reynard and West, had a narrow escape last week 
while making 100 feet of film to use as a prelude to the opening of his 
new act. Reynard, who does a comedy cross country runner in his act, 


went to Bergenfield, N. J., on appointment with officials of the Erie 
railroad there, to make a shot of Reynard racing a train. He took a 
cameraman from the Semler Cinema Service. 

It was arranged to slow up a certain Erie train at a stated point where 
Reynard would start racing it and cross in front of the engine at a 
designated crossing. When Reynard arrived at the railroad tracks to 
wait for the coming train, he was met by Bergenfield’s chief of police 
and New Jersey state troopers. They had heard about something going 
to happen which they guessed was a train holdup. Reynard had to call 
the New York Fox and RKO offices to get people to identify him. The 
cops consented finally as the Erie train hove into sight. 

The train did not slow down as much as expected which made Reynard 
race on the level. He finally came to the designated spot to cross in 
front of the engine and did so only to see another Erie passenger train 
bearing down on the other track at a terrific speed. He stopped cold 
between the two trains. 

The film when shown, will show Reynard apparently running 60 mileg 
an hours and beating the train. The fast train on the other track which 
nearly got Reynard, will look as though going 200 miles an hour, accord. 
ing to Reynard. 








Although Dave Kraus, who recently died, was chiefly known as a 
burlesque man, he rated as one of the best builders of a vaudeville proe 
gram, ranking with Percy Williams and Nick Norton, Like Hammere 
stein, he was a pupil of William Morris, both booking through that of- 
fice. In choosing the bills for his Sunday concerts at the Dewey and 
Schley (now Savoy) theatres, Kraus could put a bill together to look 
like more than $500 above its cost. 

Unlike Norton, he did not book for program position. Putting together 
a Sunday show did not permit such careful picking, but from the ma- 
terial available Kraus could frame a bill that ran smoothly because each 
was placed to help the acts ahead of it. They went together as though 
dovetailed, and there were never conflictions. 

Programming was more of an art then with from 8 to 10 acts on a 
bill, Had he not been so closely connected to his father’s burlesque in- 
terests, the probabilities are that the younger Kraus would have made 
his mark as a vaudeville manager, but he was essential to Sullivan & 
Kraus, and he liked the rough and ready atmosphere of burlesque in the 
early days of the century. 





Dave Seed says, apropos of recent items in ‘Variety’, that the Fanchon 
& Marco office is in error when it says he paid no attention to a wire 
demanding an explanation of a telegram sent Harry Jolson to which he 
signed the F. & M. name. Seed says that he not only sent a letter of 
apology to Doc Howe, but also a wire and a letter to Jolson. 

According to the Seed account, when he and Jolson were playing on 
the same bills some years ago it was their habit to accuse each other 
of being ‘off key,’ and the ribbing continued until it became a sort of 
catch-word between them. When Seed was in St. Paul, just leaving 
for the coast, he chanced to see Jolson’s name advertised as opening in 
Minneapolis. Seed sent the wire, not knowing that Jolson was closing, 
and assuming that the use of the familiar ‘off key’ would identify him 
as the sender, in spite of the signature. 

The letter to Jolson concludes with a very sincerely expressed apology, 
which probably has closed the incident for all concerned. 





In an attempt to regain his health, Harold E. Marston, for many years 
a vaudeville and circus performer, is hiking from his home in Lebanon, 
N. H., to California, doing an act at gatherings of civic and fraternal 
organizations in cities en route to finance the costs of the trip. He visits 
newspapers in each community to tell the story of his jaunt and to make 
an appeal for bookings of his turn (singing and piano). 

Marston was confined to bed by illness for a year. He is taking to 
the open road in an effort to rebuild his physical strength. He will not 
accept any auto rides during the transcontinental hike. 

Marston’s career in show business dates back to 1909. He played in 
vaudeville for many years and toured with Barnum and Bailey’s circus 
at one time. Marston’s physical condition makes a return to the stage 
improbable, 





. a 

Charles Carrer, the juggler, and the RKO scenic and costume departe 
ment under direction of Jeannette Hackett, have cleaned up all differe 
ences over a drop purchased by RKO for Carrer’s act. 

Carrer was using a yellow drop. It did not get the approval of the 
office. RKO purchased a futuristic designed drop which Carrer did not 
like. He balked so lustily he was given permission to appear without the 
drop. 

The drop will probably. land in some other act in the near future. 





Frank Harrigan, former vaude actor, for years a member of Frank 
and Sadie Harrington, has been appointed a New York county detective 
in District Attorney Thomas C. Crain’s office. 

When Harrigan quit the stage he became a deputy sheriff and then 
was inducted into the DA’s staff. He had been working under Budget 
Director Charles Kohler (10th assembly district). 

Harrigan’s daughter, Madeline, who had appeared in vaude with her 
parents, is now attached to the Department of Health. 





Frankie Marvin has quit the stage. 

He played some vaude dates, worked on the radio for awhile and 
completed a series of hillbilly records. 

Marvin has a farm in Oklahoma, He has gone out there to live. 

His brother, Johnny Marvin, is still in New York making a series of 
discs with his voice and uke for the American Recording Co. 





RKO’s intact route theatres will go over the regular $2,750 budget to 
play Horace Heidt’s Californians this winter. 

Heidt’s band starts the intact time Dec. 4. Between now and then 
the act plays the New York and middle western RKO time. Jack Curtis 
agented. 





In Radio’s ‘Fanny Foley Herself’, whose story involves a vaudeville 
performer, the RKO booking office issues a route of 40 weeks, all east of 
Cleveland. 

Billy Curtis, former New York night club and cabaret agent, is living 
at Saluarite, Ariz., and terribly lonesome, 

It’s a tank on the edge of the desert. 





Olga Roderick is the only on-the-level beared lady left for the mu- 
seums or side shows. This was traced down by Ben Piazzo for Metro 
when finally locating Olga at Spartanburg, S. C. She had been out with 
the Johnny Jones Carnival. 


Piazza engaged the hairy faced miss for the Metro talker, ‘Freaks.’ 





The sister of the late Jack Wilson, comic, who shot himself to de ath in 
his room in the Marie Antoinette hotel, came from Chicago to attend the 
funeral and has remained east to settle up her brother’s affairs. on 

So far search has failed to produce any will. Following the si) ae 





Wilson's room was locked by order of the court. 
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Fisher Trying to Crimp Dows: 
Indie Bookers Showing Spirit 


+ 





The Arthur Fisher indie vaude 
office has joined the exclusive agent 
movement along with F. & M., War- 
ner and the other booking offices. 
Only difference in the Fisher move 
is that it is designed against one 
particular office, the Dows. 

Agents selling acts to Fisher are 
non persona grata in his office if 
they do business with Al and Belle 
This move on Fisher’s 


Dow. part 
is a step farther than his weekly 
punishment to an agent which has 


kept the offending agent off Fisher's 
floor for one week because Fisher 
believed the agent sold an act to 
Dow cheaper than offered to him. 
Louis Love was barred off the 
Fisher floor last week for selling 
Dow an act for their Mount Morris 
theatre in Harlem. 

Fisher probably figures he has 
enough time to offer the indie 
agents so that they do not have to 
go to Dow. The battle between the 
Dows and Fisher has been smolder- 
ing for a long time, with accusations 
tossed back and forth. 

Several agents affected by the 
Fisher move say they will gladly 
stay away from Dow or any other 
pooking office if Fisher will guaran- 
tee their weekly incomes. 


RADIO ACT DROPPED 
$2,000 STAGE IN VALUE 


Chicago, Nov. 16. 

Louie’s Hungry Five, of radio, 
are playing Detroit this week and 
St. Louis next for Publix at a re- 
ported salary of $2,500 a week. 
When last around for the circuit the 
radio band got $4,500 per, but that 

jas a couple of years ago. 

‘Local booking for the band may 
follow the other two dates, depend- 
ing on business. 

“Act is no longer on WGN having 
16st its advertiser. 











Wagner, Magician, Killed 
When Demanding Salary 





Pittsburgh, Nov. 16. 


Randolph Wagner, local vaude 
magician, was shot to death last 
week by the manager of a repertoire 
company in Clarksville, Ga., follow- 
ing an argument over back salary. 
Police say they are seeking Jack 
Norman, who fled after firing a 
prop gun which he had loaded, 

Wagner was representing all the 
members of the troupe in demand- 
ing six weeks’ back salary. 


Geo. Smith Badly Hurt 


George Smith, club and vaude 


singer, was on his way home from 
an Elks’ affair on L. I. when the 
car in which he was riding was hit 
by another machine. 

Smith was removed to Mary Im- 
maculate hospital in Jamaica with 
a fractured skull and internal in- 
juries. 

The doctors say Smith will re- 


— but his condition is still crit- 
cal, 











Whitman in Hospital 
Herman Whitman, manager of the 
RKO Albee, Brooklyn, was taken to 
Doctors’ hospital, New York, Satur- 
day (14) for treatment of an in- 
ternal disorder. He's recuperating 
there this week. 





G. D. Washington’s Breakdown 


Chicago, Nov. 16. 
George Dewey Washington, col- 
ered baritone with the F&M ‘Black 
and White Idea,’ dropped out of the 
Show at the Chicago after the first 
day, facing a nervous breakdown. 
Washington has been ordered to 
wike a rest, although expected to 
Pick up the unit after Chicago. 
Joseph Griffin replaced him in the 
Show locally. 





Allen Summers Back 
Chicago, Nov. 16. 

Allen Summers, until three years 
480 an independent vaude and club 
tant is returning to the business. 
“ith Harold Gannon he has organ- 
‘zed an office. 

Summers has held a civil service 


Job for the state the past few years. | company of Fox and its subsids. 


las running 











Two Theatres Splitting 
One Date on Coast 





Hollywood, Nov. 16. 
By having alternate layoff weeks 
for the Fox San Jose and Fresno | 
houses, both theatres will be able | 
to split Fanchon-Marco units be- | 
tween them. 





Holtz Answered 





Lou Holtz last week sub- 
mitted to RKO his opinion of 
an ideal supporting bill for 
himself, if the $1,500 difference 
in opinion over salary is 
straightened out. 

Holtz’ suggested bill com- 
prised most of the money 
names of vaudeville. He asked 
the booking office’s opinion. 

‘It’s a great show,’ was the 
answer. ‘So great that we 
could play it without you.’ 











om : | 
While one is straight pictures, the ‘ED LENIHAN GIVEN N y 
other will have the current F&M ” vs 


unit, but for three days. It | 
means three enter- 
tainment every 10 days in each city. 

San Jose had been booking the 
units for three-day stands. 


only 


days of stage 


Nothing but Trouble 
For Mantell’s Tab in 
Hectic Orient Tour | 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

Hollywood Stars Revue, tab show 
organized by Len Mantell which 
left here for the Orient Aug. 25, 
blew up in Shanghai Oct. 16, after 
eight weeks of hard luck. 

Mantell, who guaranteed round 
trip fares to everyone, lived up to 
his promise but the troupe just went 
for the trip, getting nothing else. 

Hard luck followed the outfit 
from the day it left L. A. when 
Kay Scott, pianist in the orchestra 
suffered an infected hand and had 
to be taken off the boat at San 
Francisco. 

Honolulu-O 

Troupe stopped off at Honolulu 
for two weeks, where it played at 
the Liberty theatre. Grosses were 
less than the dust, due to extreme 
heat during their stay. 

Upon arrival at Yokahama, 
Mantel was greeted by a fall in the 
exchange rate that made the Amer- 
ican dollar worth $4.20 Mexican. 
Houses bookers there and in Osaki 
and Kobe cancelled the show be- 
cause the guarantees called for gold 
in American currency. 

Military rule set in about that 
time with all foreigners ordered not 
to appear on the streets after nine 
p. m. and ths Chinese government 
demanding a $500 gold bond for 
each member of the show. At this 
time Mantell decided to blew the 
country. 

Members of the troup who re 
turned here this week are Charles 
and Grace Keating, Pat Sherman, 
Sands and Doon, Peggy Shand, 
Betty Breen and Joe Cosco. Latter 
was part owner of the show. 

Mantell and his Wife and the six- 
girl band remained in the Orient to 
play dates in the Malay states. Be- 
fore taking the Orientai trip he had 
Mantell’s Mannikins. 


Tinker Vice Clarke 








(Continued from page 5) 


can be regarded as strengthening 
Harley L. Clarke’s position in the 
company’s affairs. That’s on the 
angle that Tinker is a Clarke nom- 
inee to the Fox Board. For Fox 
Films, Tinker will mark the third 
president in that company in less 
than two years, with probably a 
fourth before a third year has 
passed. With two of the Fox heads 
non-showmen. 
Other Choices 


ince Chase began to take a de- 
cidedly active position in the af- 
fairs of the company that came with 
Albert Wiggins’ appointment to the 
Fox Board, and still later when W. 
W. Aldrich, Chase Bank president, 
took hold as chairman of the finance 
committee of Fox, certain other men 
were mentioned as likely successors 
to Clarke. Among these were C. E. 
Richardson, presently v.-p. and 
treasurer of Fox; Herman G. Place, 
v.-p. of Chase Securities, and Thos. 
H. Blodgett, present pres. American 
Chicle Co. 

On another angle from the Clarke 
end is the point that the running of 
both Fox Film and its allied prop- 
erties besides a network of utility 
companies across the country, has 
been something Clarke doesn't rel- 
ish. His utility interests are given 
to $500,000,000 alone. 
Through it all Clarke, in addition to 
becoming chairman of the Fox 
Board, remains as president of Gen- 


eral Theatres Corp., parent holding | 


7 





DISTRICT SUPERVISION 


RKO Palace, 58th Street, 8ist 
Street, 86th Street, and Hippodrome, 
Manhattan, have been placed under 
the supervision of Ed Lenihan, RKO 
He will make his head- 
quarters at the RKO 86th Street 
house. 


Each theatre will maintain its 
own house staff as at present. 

Lenihan has been in charge of the 
RKO Flushing, L. L He was se- 
lected a while ago to head an RKO 
managerial school in New York, but 
something occurred to sidetrack the 
intention. 


Laurie’s Stooge Troubles 


—~ 





manager. 








Los Angeles, Nov. 16. 
Laurie continues to have 
trouble with his stooges. Thursday, 
his opening at the RKO here, Willie 
Shore danced into one of the side 
wings and broke his nose, keeping 
him out of the act this week. 


The previous week, opening at 
Oakland, Jimmy Burck became in- 
coherent and had to be removed 
to a hospital for observation. May 
go to the state sanitarium for sev- 
eral months. 


Jos 





Framing Up Act with 
Edna Wallace Hopper 


Publix has Edna Wallace Hopper 
in mind for a series of appearances. 


received by 
through her 


the number of letters 
the perennial Edna 
radioing. 

Size of the Publix de luxers is 
entering into the negotiations; also 
if Miss Hopper will again do 
morning exercises such as a shower 
bath, ete., for special a. m. ex- 
hibits. 


Jessel’s Same Salary, 
But Cantor Kicks on 


Palace’s $1.50 Mat Top 


Although George salary 
differences with the RKO booking 
office are still unsettled, Eddie Can- 
tor’s current vaude partner will 
continue at the New York Palace for 
this week and two more. Jessel 
didn’t get the raise he asked for 
last week, but decided to remain at 
the Palace for the three weeks’ 
duration of the present box office 
advance sale, 

Jessel signed a contract for $3,250, 
but requested an increase after the 
first week. He is reported to have 
charged that the booking office 
promised him a raise if the show 
clicked and he wanted $3,500 net, a 
difference of around $600. Booking 
office denies a verbal agreement. 

Another complaint from a Palace 
bill member was Eddie Cantor's 
over the Palace increasing the 
matinee scale last week to $1.50. 
Although not playing on percent- 
age, Cantor stated he was sufficient- 
ly interested in the draw to believe 
that the scale lift at this time 
might bring unfavorable reaction. 








Jessel’s 








You Mustn’t Say That 





Following eliminations in bits and talk of acts were ordered by RKO 
during October. Censorship in RKO theatres is under supervision of 
managers and the booking department. The cuts are distributed to all 


points on the circuit weekly, with the acts identified by name for the 


theatres’ reference. in this list the names are not used: 
Stooge walking out in underwear. 
Comedian inviting audience to kiss him, 


Reference to Judge Seabury. 


Biz of woman placing hand on rear end of man. 


Razzberry. 


Remark, ‘Your motor is running,’ 


when girl shimmies. 


Any reference to pansies or nances, 
‘When Fanny was a girl’s name.’ 


Man wearing woman's brassiere. 


Bit during ‘procrastinate’ gag where boy picks up back_of coat, 


Baby and umbrella gag. 

‘He thought it was fleld day.’ 
Squirting Flit under arms, 
Remark, ‘Try Listerine.’ 
Kicking the rear. 


Name of any nationally advertised product. 
Reference to Wertheimer’s basement. 
Bit about man being married one year. 


Chicken and square egg gag. 


3iz of removing woman’s hand from chest. 


Reference to Ex-Lax, 


‘Out west where men are men and women are double-breasted’ 


‘Next movement is from Epsom.’ 
Squirting seltzer at partner. 
Expression, ‘Guts.’ 


Teacher and egg and stork and baby gags. 


Direct remarks to audience, 


Biz of touching man in rear and asking, ‘Are you nervous?’ and reply, 


‘Only around the second chukker.’ 


Looking at back of woman in suggestive manner. 
Biz of poking girl’s stomach with finger and broom handle, 
Thumbing nose while woman sings, 


‘There’s a lady with pants on.’ 
Dropping trousers. 


Name of President Hoover or any state, city or national official 


Diploma gag. 
Goosing during military drill 
Reference to Protestants, 


‘You'll be all right; we'll get married.’ 


Iceman song. 

Woman (patting man in rear): 
right, too.’ 

Reference to manager, 


‘You're a darling.’ Man: ‘You're all 


Gag about pansies—‘We have them in China, too.’ 


The words ‘hell,’ ‘dam,’ ‘lousy’ and God were ordered out a dozen or 


so times each. 
Abroad (a broad), 
Sucker. 


Artists’ ball gag with bathing suits and tag line, ‘You must have left 


early.’ 
Painting from memory bit. 


‘I'll shoot you in the brains,’ with accompanying biz. 


‘If that girl kissed you, what would you do?’ 


‘I'd kiss her back.’ 


Difference between baby and cow, 


Reference to depression. 


Expressing astonishment at partner’s antic with remark that sounds 
like the old Holy Cheese and Crackers line from burlesque. 


Young girl recites: ‘There was an 


had so many children she didn’t know what to do.’ Man: 
j} have so many children? Girl: ‘Because she didn’t know what to do.’ 


old woman who lived in a shoe. She 
‘Why did she 


Idea was suggested to the circuit by | 


ide Bondi, 
her | 





Starving RKO Chi Agents Laugh at 
RKO Rules on 


Morris Opposition 


Chicago, Nov. 16. 
Handful of vaude agents and acts 


trying to get bread and butter 
money around town are being 
threatened by RKO swivel-chairers 
who are getting technical about 
that ancient goblin, ‘opposition.’ 
Howard, Fine and Howard - were 
called upon at the Loop-End last 
week and reprimanded by Fred 


RKO road inspector, for 
having accepted the date, although 
they played the Palace 
months ago. Act opens on a 
intact Nov. 28. 

Much caustic comment from acts 
and agents has’ been directed 
against the local RKO office, which 
hasn't anything to offer themselves 
and want actors and agents to ren- 
der them a ‘loyalty’ wholly prepos- 
terous and conflicting with three 
meals a day. 

William Morris office as well as 
Jones, Linick and Schaeffer, who 
are actually trying to help revive 
vaudeville, are the objects of 
RKO'’s exhumed and petty rules, 
Mason City, Iowa, is the focal point 
between the Morris office and RKO. 
At the Cecil there the Morris office 
plays five acts five days a week 
against the RKO house, which has 
three acts for but two days weekly. 
RKO now demands that acts refuse 
the five days in favor of their two. 


Loop-End Salaries 


Loop-End is willing to book acts 
after the local Palace and in fact 
doesn't expect to have priority. But 
RKO is setting up divine rights to 
any act’s exclusive ‘loyalty’ even 
though the fidelity doesn’t work 
both ways. In view of the fact that 
the Loop-End pays good salaries, 
acts and agents are pooh-poohing 
the Chicago RKO office attempt to 
dictate. 

An open week on the RKO route 
between Chicago, Cleveland - and 
the next stand can be filled by 
many acts at the Loop-End with 
that theatre willing to take second 
choice. 

Most of the RKO agents, who 
have not escaped: rebuke for daring 
to earn $1.75 outside, have been 
starving through’ the past winter 
after RKO scuttled their chances 
of making a living by moving 
everything but a few crumb dates 
to New York, 


PUBLIX TAKES RIVAL 
RADIO MEN FOR STAGE 


Publix has placed Russ Columbo, 
NBC baritone, under a 10-week 
contract with options totaling 60 
weeks. Columbo opens for Para- 
mount Thanksgiving Day (26) at 
the Brooklyn Par house. He was 
engaged through Mort Milman, 
NBC's Artists’ Bureau. 

Bing Crosby, CBS baritone, open- 
ed for Par under an indefinite con- 
tract at the New York Paramount 
two weeks ago. 

It is probable that after a few 
weeks Par will switch both artists 
around for a few weeks, putting 
Columbo in its New York house and 
shifting Crosby to Brooklyn. 

Crosby and Columbo have a feud 
on that started since both came east 
from the coast, where at different 
times each worked with Gus Arn- 
heim’s orchestra. Each claims to 
be the originator of his type of 
singing and charges the other with 
copying. 

Crosby receives $2,500 weekly 
from Publix. Colombo’s act with 
others in it will be staged by Pub- 
lix at an approximate weekly cost 
of $3,000. 


some 
RKO 








Myrtle Glass Resting 


With Myrtle Glass in vaude with 
James Conlin taking a much needed 
rest, Netta Packer will appear with 
Conlin for the remainder of the 
season. 

Miss Class in private life is Mrs, 
Conlin, 





Henry Sylvester’s Skates 
Chicago, Nov. 16. 

Henry Sylvester, formerly in 
vaude as Sylvester and Vance, has 
invented a snow skate for children. 
Sears-Roebuck is interested in its 
development. 

Former actor now lives in Grand 
Rapids, where he plans a small face 
tory. 
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Again Douglas Fairbanks 
comes through... leaping 
continents, hurdling oceans, 
romping into thescreen arena 
with a NEW, NOVEL, DARING, 
innovation In talking picture 
entertainment. Swing in with 
this cyclonic pageant of 
laughs, gags, thrills, romance 
and adventure. Different 
from anything you’ve ever 
played before and as epoch- 
making an event as when the 
silents turned.to talkies! 
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MOSS MAY DARKEN 
BWAY; $50,000 LOSER 


Unless he changes his mind today 
(Tuesday), B. S. Moss will abandon 
the variety combination policy at 
the New Broadway, New York, and 
darken the No show 
been booked in for next week up to 





house. had 


yesterday (Monday) evening. With 
less than a week for advance work, 
it was considered unlikely that 
Moss would decide to keep the 
house open, 

Moss is reported to have dropped 
over $50,000 in the Broadway proj- 
ect It is now in its ninth week. 
A larger loss was avoided by the 
recovery of the house rent. Moss 


lessee would have 
rent on the place if 


as the Broadway 
been paying 
dark. 

The nine weeks of continuous red 
are said to have partially swayed 
Moss from the straight vaudeville 
idea which he has had in mind for 
the theatre. Moss’ associates are 
now reported to be pursuading him 
to attempt to lease the Broadway 
out for a legit show and continue as 
house operator only. 





Franker Wood IIl 


Acute illness of Franker Wood is 
reported. 

He is the popular vaudevillian, of 
Wood and Wyde, with Miss Wyde, 
Mrs. Wood in private life, 


VAUDE INDICATIONS 
NOTED IN PHILA. 


Philadelphia, Noy. 16. 

Plenty of indications for come- 
back of vaudeville in this town. 

It started with slam-bang busi- 
ness by old Nixon’s Grand on North 
Broad street, taken over by United 
Theatres, 





| Chain Several bills have 


! : ae 
| done plenty, particuiarly when 


names were played. 

Latest rumor is that the Shubert 
interests will abandon the Shubert 
house on South 
that it 
the Sablosky 
The Shubert has 
in Black,’ 
23, so the prospect seems 


theatre, 2,000-seat 
Broad 


taken by 


street and may be 


interests for 
vaudeville. a mu- 


sical, ‘Rhapsody coming 
here Nov. 


somewhat remote. 





Wintz’ Show Boat 
Chicago, Nov. 16. 
George Wintz is bringing the Cin- 
cinnati Show Boat company to the 
Studebaker Nov. ‘Ten Nights 


in a Barroom.’ 


22 in 


Show closed in Cincy two weeks 
ago after playing around the Mis- 
sissippi levees for 21 weeks. Orig- 


inal owners of the show are under- 
stood to be in with Wintz on the 
local production. 
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Co-op Society 





(Continued from page 19) 
operative exhibitors societies have 
failed here because of the refusal of 
the Renters’ Society to book with 
them, 

Whole film trade here is seething 
with violent partisanship for and 
against the society. Some say it’s 
dead already, others maintain it 
must succeed. 

According to some inside, Will 
Evans intends leaving almost im- 
mediately which would injure it, 
others rate Evans as the 
motivating force behind the whole 
thing. These persons claim Evans 
is anxious for the scheme to go 
through so that he can use any the- 
itres that come in as a booking 
lever for Moss Empires and as a 
force against Gaumont British, to 
which Evans is rated as unfriendly. 

In some quarters the Society is 
already credited with having 160 
theatres lined up, that figure in- 
cluding the Moss houses. 


ALL VAUDE OFFICES 
GAIN HOUSES BUT RKO 


RKO vaude department is losing 
ground in its number of houses 
where some other booking offices 
are gaining. 

F. & M. is gathering a house here 
and there almost weekly. This in- 
cludes presentation spots as well 
as some vaude stands. Warner 
Brothers is adding in the east and 
far west, Loew is practically sta- 
tionary with no increases or losses 
so far this season. The indies are 
in and outers and hard to rate 
from week to week, 
The Morris office seems the most 
stable in this division and has kept 
houses it has added from time to 
time, 
RKO is slated to lose the Indiana, 
Terre Haute, Nov. 28. Ottumwa in 
Ottumwa, Ia., takes out RKO vaude 
Nov. 22. Combined with the loss 
of the Butterfield circuit and sev- 
eral others so far this season, they 
give RKO a losing percentage in 
total number of vaude spots, 
Added 
Morris office has just added the 
Capitols in Pottsville and Hazelton, 
Pa. They started playing five acts 
yesterday (16) and bring the total 
number of Morris booked weeks up 
to nine. F. & M. in its New York 
office under Phil Bloom has just 
taken over the vaude bookings for 
the Sunnyside, Sunnyside, L, IL, a 
house which has not played vaude 
for three years. Five acts started 
there Friday (13) on a split. Bloom 
has also added the Victoria in Os- 
sining, N. Y., which will play four 
acts Saturday and Sunday. 

RKO has several towns listed as 
vaude possibilities when all labor 
trouble now in evidence there is 
cleaned up. Elimination of this 
same labor trouble will also return 
the two big weeks of Philadedphia 
and Pittsburgs back to the Warner 
vaude books. Loew will probably 
continue its Penn theatre in Pitts- 
burgh as a straight picture house 











regnedseae | of labor gottioment. 


907% VOTE FOR VAUDE 
IN POTTSVILLE, PA. 


Pottsville, Pa., Nov. 16. 

After a questionnaire in Potts- 
ville, Manager Samuel Friedman, 
of the big Capitol, for four years 
filled with a variety of entertain- 
ment fare, mostly pictures, an- 
nounced that 99% of those voting 
want vaudeville. 

Starting Nov. 16 Capitol (Publix) 
will have vaudeville each first half 
with film feature also. Second half 
pictures only. 

This is apparently a tieup with 
Phil Levy’s legit house, Lyric, in 
nearby Allentown, where vaudeville 
will be each last half. 








ALL VAUDE IN 
FAY’S IN PHILA. 


Morris office has two more vaude 
weeks, starting Saturday (21). The 
houses are Paramount, Springfield, 





Mass., split, and Strand, Stamford, 
Conn., other half with Fay's, Phila. 
dhelphia, full week. 

The Fay house will play eight 


acts and shorts; no feature pict ures, 


Other two dates use five acts on 


each split. 











NOBLE 


CONTAGIOUS RHYTHM 


As Offered You by 


AND HIS INTERNATIONAL ORCHESTRA 
in the FLORENTINE GRILL of the 


PARK CENTRAL HOTEL 


55th Street and Seventh Avenue, New York 


SISSLE 





NOBLE SISSLE and His Orchestra 
WILL PLAY NIGHTLY 


From 7:00 to 10:00 P. M., and 11:00 P. M. to 2:00 
Call WILLIAM, Circle 7-8000, for Reservations 





COME ON, LETS 


DANCE THE BLUES AWAY 


GET TOGETHER, 





Radio Outlets, 


Largest Single Rooms in New York 
$3.50 AND UP—SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES 


Electric Refrigeration, Swimming Pool, 
Salons, and Roof Patios for Private Functions 


Period 

















FREDDIE CRUMP—Drummer 


Personal Mgrs., LEDDY & SMITH 





NORMAN THOMAS QUINTETTE 


NOW FEATURED AT RKO HIPPODROME, NEW YORK (WEEK NOV. 14) 
Presenting a Brand New Version of 


FRANK ALLEN—NORMAN THOMAS, JR.—Dancers 


**“Harlemania” 


CEELLE BURKE—Tenor and Instrumentalist 
RKO—MILES INGLIS, JACK CURTIS OFFICE 


NORMAN THOMAS—Pianist 














~ROSS and EDWARDS 


PLAYING CAPITOL THEATRE, NEW YORK NOW 


REPEATING ALL LOEW’S DE LUXE THEATRES 


Thanks to LOUIS K. SIDNEY, MARVIN SCHENCK, J. H. LUBIN 


Represented by LEDDY & SMITH, MILES INGALLS, JACK CURTIS 








— 





with BURT MILTON 


sx SEILER : WILLS rc 


PRESENTING THEIR NEW OFFERING “BROADWAYITES” 


NOW AT THE R. K. O. HIPPODROME, NEW YORK (WEEK NOV. 14TH). 


Direction TISHMAN & O'NEAL. Per. Mgr., SAM TISHMAN 
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BUREESQUE—VAUDE 


VARIETY 





47 Vaude Weeks Booked 
Out of New York’ Other 
Than by Loew’s and RKO |: 


Aside from RKO and Loew there 
are 47 weeks of vaude booked out of 
New York at present. This does 
not include Fanchon & Marco's 
units but takes in the F&M vaude 
departme nt. 

At present rating, due to union 
labor troubles in some sections, the 
F&M office leads the highest num- 
per of weeks with 7%. The Morris 
office is second with 6% and Warner 
third with 6 weeks. The latter of- 
fice affected by labor trouble in 





Philadelphia and Pittsburgh which | 


otherwise would bring their 
number of weeks to eight. 

The rest of the bookings include 
Fisher with 5% weeks; Dow’s, 5; 
Linder, 2%4; Carlin, 3, and Sherman 
and Biben, Philadelphia, 4 between 
them. John Coutts has a week, also 
Abe Feinberg and Jay Raymond 
and Alex Hanlon. Lawrence Leon 
and Jack Allen have three days 
each. 

Some of the smaller bookers in 
this list play three acts. The aver- 
age is five with the top eight acts 
Salaries vary with each and class 
ef act also. 


LOEW ORDERS WEEK 
ACT BOOKINGS ONLY 


Loew agents have been instructed 
that until conditions in booking are 
different, acts will be booked on 
weekly contracts only. 

This week to week booking was 
accepted by the outside as mean- 
ing some sort of a new booking 
policy would be in effect after the 
new year. 

There was a time when Loew 
booked up many acts on term place- 
ments. 


total 








Davenport’s Opening 
Davenport, Ia., Nov. 16. 
Opening of the RKO’s new 2,700- 
seater in the Mississippi hotel is 
scheduled for Thanksgiving Eve. 
‘Suicide Fleet’ will be the feature 
film. House plays three acts. 
Hotel proper, in which the theatre 


is located, will be formally opened 
the following night. 





BOBBY MAY 


“Doing Something New” 
With JOE HOLMES 


Edw. 8. Keller ouR-K-O 











~ LEE WILMOT 
RALPH PETERS 


Fanchon & Marco’s 
“VACATION DAYS” IDEA 
Direction WILLIAM PERLBERG 


3 RHYTHM 
DANCERS 


8RD CONSECUTIVE WEEK 
at RKO Palace, N. Y. 
RKO Dir. Harry A. Romm 


LESTER 


AND 


GARSON 


IN A FANCHON & MARCO IDEA 
Management, WM. PERLBERG 
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MYRTLE 
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Franklin Continues Par 
Stage with New Crew 


Los Angeles, Nov. 16. 

David Mendoza, maestro of the 
55-man band at the Paramount, 
later cut down, returns to the War- 
ner studio’s musical dept., week 
after next when Carli Elinor, bor- 
rowed from the Fox lot, becomes the 
conductor at the Paramount the- 
atre. George Cunningham, Broad- 
way stager, will put on the presen- 
LaLllons, 

Same stage show will be 
continued by H. B. Franklin. No- 
tice to the present backstage crew 
is explained by a desire to give 
Elinor 100% control of the music, 
Show and crew during the four 
weeks’ minimum he contracted 
for. 


3 RKO’S FOR VAUDE, ALL 
OPENING BY XMAS DAY 


Three RKO theatres to take on 
vaudeville by Christmas Day, per- 
haps on that date, are the Detroit: 


policy 


is 








Keith’s at Washington and Keith’s 
big house, formerly Keith’s Me- 
morial, Boston. 


Other than in Boston the RKO’s 
may play the intact road show or 
first open with the six-act playing 
policy. In Boston, the Memorial 
will go on the big name route 
booked through Bill Howard in the 
RKO agency. Present smaller RKO 
bill now at the Memorial will be 
shifted to the other RKO Boston 
theatre. 





No Limit for Lyric 





Harry Brandt, operating the Lyric 
on West 42d r‘treet, with an eight- 
act vaude policy continuous, states 
that he has no set budget for cost 
of his weekly vaude shows at this 
house. He has not limited the cost, 
he says. 

Brandt claims’ he is not consid- 
ering playing shows at the 42d 
street spot for $1,000 weekly, as he 
does not believe a good eight-act 
bill can be bought for such a low 
figure. 

Last week the Lyric’s bookings 
were turned over to the Dow office. 
Formerly booked by the Fisher of- 
fice, 





Cut to One Day 


Reading, Pa., Nov. 16. 
Because of poor business, Or- 
pheum has cut burlesque to Satur- 
day only, matirnce and night. 





Cut at New Britain 
New Britain, Nov. 16. 
Prices for vaudefilm at Strand last 
half cut from 60 to 50c. 
40 to 35c. mats. 


Columbia Wheel 


Weeks Nov. 16 and 23 
Rare Facts—Irving Place, New York; 23, 
Route 1. 





Big Rev—Gayety, Buffalo; 23, Plaza, 
Worcester. 
Bohemians—Garrick, St. Louis; 23, Star 


& Garter, Chicago. 
Facts & Figures— i. O.; 23, Gayety, Buf- 


falo. 
Flapper Follies—Star, Brooklyn; 23, Irv- 
ing Place, New York. 
Footlight Flashes—Central, New York; 
23, Star, Brooklyn. 
Frivolities of 1932—L. O.; 23, Garrick, 
St. Louis. 
Giggles—Gayety, Detroit; 23, L. O. 
tirls From Follies—Apollo, New York; 
23, Central, New York. 7 
Girls In Blue—Route 1; 23, Empire, 
Newark. 
Hi Ho Everybody—Trocadero, Philadel- 
phia; 23, Gayety, Baltimore. 
Hindu Belles—Howard, Boston; 23, Lyric, 
Sridgeport. . 
“Kuddling Kuties—Empire, Newark; 23, 
i © . 
“Liberty Belles—L. O.; 23, Hudson, Union 
City. : 
Londen Gayety Girls—Lyric, Bridgeport; 
23, Apollo, New York. 
Ni te Life in Paris—Plaza, Worcester; 23, 
Howard, Boston. 
Novelties. of 1932—Hudgon, Union City; 
23, Gayety, Brooklyn. P 
Pleasure Seekers—Gayety, Washington; 
23, Academy, Pittsburgh. 
Playin’ Around—Gayety, Brooklyn; 23, 


Trocadero, Philadelphia. 5 
Rhumba Girls—Star & Garter, Chicago, 


23, Gayety, Detroit. 

“Step Lively Girls—Academy, Pittsburgh; 
23. Empress, Cincinnati. ; Ms P 
Sugar Babies—Empress, Cincinnati; 23, 
ke O. 


Watson’s Fun Show—Gayety, Baltimore; 
23, Gayety, Washington. 





GIRLS IN BLUE 


(Calumbia) 


Produced by Emmett Callahan. 
woman, Anna Corio. 
and Chuck Callahan; 
ingenue, 


Principal 
Comics, Billy Fields 
straight, Lew Petel; 
Marie Arnold; characters, Larry 
Clark; specialties and also doubling in 
show, Harry Ryan and Tiny Huff and 
Bowers Sisters. 





Ann Coria is the star femme of 
this troupe, and she earns the dis- 


tinction easily by reason of her 
looks and personality. 
She appears prior to her strip- 


ping in becoming full-lengthed out- 
fits which appear to have cost real 
money. In showing off her figure 
she does it in a way a bit differ- 
ent from the rest of burlesque. 
Still its 1931 teaser stuff and what 
burlesque demands and gets. 

Emmett Callahan even for the 
New York dates seemed to be keep- 
ing his show as a whole pretty 
clean by comparison with some of 
the dirt that is splashed by those 
old burleycue regulars, Johnny 
Weber and Shorty McAllister, who 
are stock comics at the Irving 
Place. 

Peggy Reynolds, Joy St. Clair and 
Bobbie Nassen are not only animat- 
ed, but pack plenty of physical 
charm to keep the calls for more 
stripping coming along. The St. 
Clair person is a redhead, vivacious 
and flashes a set of teeth that look 
like a toothpaste ad. 

Miss Reynolds also seems cut out 
for plenty of stripping judging from 
her freshness around the New York 
stock houses. She’s young, is free 
from that worn and troupy look and 


has a figure that’s there for the 
work. Between Miss Corio and 
Miss St. Clair it was a credit to 


the very blonde Miss Nassen to ease 


along with any honors. 
The ‘Girls in Blue’ employs 16 
girls, which represents the new 


budget slash, and one of them was 
a newcomer who several times just 
about jammed up all the set 
maneuvers of the line. However, 
since stripping came the wheel girls 
don’t have to worry so much about 
their routines as long as they get 
on and off the stage on time. 

This group averages up fairly 
presentably considering how beefy, 
ungainly and awkward some of the 
other Columbia contingents are. 

There is more dancing among the 
principals than is customary with 
current outfits, with the Bower Sis- 
ters holding up the tapping end for 
the women. Ryan and Huff take 
care of a hoofing specialty, and 
Chuck Callahan gets in a brief ses- 
sion. 

Fields is an easy working comic, 
getting as many laughs when work- 
ing straight as when he roughs 
things up. Callahan works smoothly 
with Fields, doing team work in- 
stead of trying to go it alone. 

Eleven house girls work the run- 
way and also fill in some of the 
wheel ensembles. They are of the 
stock house standard. 

The dressing and even the scenic 
stuff used by the wheel troupe are 
a little better than the average. 
Whether this be due to the pro- 
ducer’s luck or selection is proble- 
matical, but Emmett Callahan 
doesn’t have to worry about any- 
thing as long as he has Ann Corio 
showing nearly everything. 

Even wich Ann Corio and the 
teaser deluge biz was away off ona 
Saturday when the SRO _ should 
have been out. Something seems 
to have killed burlesque around 
New York. Mark. 





Michals’ Toledo Stock 


Toledo, Nov. 16. 


Sam Michals, stager of last sea- 
son’s stock troupe at the Empire, 
will open a similar company there 
Thanksgiving. 

Empire opened on the Columbia 
wheel this year, but failed to last 
more than five weeks. 

Harry Winters will again be in 
charge of the group. 





Schuster Recruiting a 
Chi Troupe in Gotham 


With Chicago apparently 
of desirable people for burlesque 
stock, Milt Schuster, caster; M. 
Barger and Fred Clark, producer, 
came into New York last week to 
recruit a troup to open at Woods 
theatre, Chi, Nov. 21. 

All those going west will be given 
contracts before leaving New York. 

This is the first eastern scouting 
trip made by Chi stock interests in 
quest of players. Recently Nat Mor- 
tan, N. Y. caster, hopped to Chi and 
placed a number of principal bur- 
lesquers under contract for dates in 
New York. 


devoid 





UNWANTED BURLESK 


Business Men Distressed at Woods 


Switch 
Chicago, Nov. 16. 
Randolph street business men’s 


association are up in arms against 
the Woods going burlecue shortly. 
Since word reached the lane of the 
proposed project individual mer- 
chants have been doing plenty talk- 
ing and burning. 

Store men feel that a burlesque 
spot on their avenue, in the heart 
of the Loop, is not going to help 
business, while bringing in an in- 
ferior class of trade which the 
street is trying to avoid. 

This section of downtown, mer- 
chants claim, has always kept up a 
pretty clean and rather dignified 
front and if they can help it it's 
going to stay that way. 





GOOD K. C. START 
Kansas City, Nov. 16. 

First week of the new Gayety 
Theatre stock burlesque proved sat- 
isfactory to the promoters, Prin- 
cipals, headed by Joe Yule, chief 
comic and slap stick swinger, got 
over with the customers. 

Several new settings added to the 
performance. ‘High Heels’ was the 
opening bill title and ‘Snap It Up’ 
the next, if these titles mean any- 
thing. 





Rose Crosses Bridge 
Joe Rose, recently with the Peo- 
ple’s stock, which folded on the 
Bowery, has joined the Oxford 
stock in Brooklyn. 








Union 0. K.’s Crew Chop 
To Save Wheel, House 


Guarantee Cut $380 





Columbia wheel houses in which 
business is reported not so hot, will 
be relieved to the extent of nearly 
ae weekly 
off the guarantee an $1.7 50 to each 
show being done by elimination 
of a stage hand, the traveling pit 
leader and two chorus girls from 
each wheel troupe. 

The girls are out now and the 
end of this week will see the pass- 
ing of the property man and leader. 
Combined salaries and _ railroad 
fares of the four people being let out 
runs close to $380 weekly. This 
move was necessary for continu- 
ance of the wheel, it is declared. 

Producers of the shows may 
benefit by the change a little but on 
the whole they will stay as is. Some 
scenery and props from each show 
will probably be dropped out on re- 
quest of William Canavan the I. A. 
head. Canavan agreed to the cut- 
ting out of one of the two traveling 
stage hands and said to in 
favor of cutting down the shows for 
the remaining carpenters. 


in reductions of show 


arantees. amount 
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Canada Dates Delayed 


Negotiations of the 
Wheel to enter Montreal, Que., via 
Des Artists theatre, have been called 
off, due to the sudden death of Dave 
Kraus. Kraus was doing the pro- 
moting for I. H. Herk. The Des 
Artists was the old Gayety theatre. 

Columbia Wheel shows will not 
be able to open in Toronto until 
Nov. 30, because of former arrange- 
ments made with a dramatic stock 
company now occupying the house. 


Columbia 





A. 
Le Roy’s New Assignment 


Solly Shaw has engaged Charley 
Le Roy to produce all shows at 
Shaw’s Gotham in Manhattan and 
Werba in Brooklyn. Le Roy’s last 
permanent stand was at the old 
Irving Place in downtown Manhat- 
tan before it went Columbia wheel 
for a few weeks, 

Besides producing shows for the 
Gotham and Werba, Shaw is pro- 
moting a small tab circuit to run 
into the south. 
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SHOW THIS WEEK 
Personal Management, MEYER NORTH and JOE FLAUM 


BILLY FARRELL and DAD 


STARTING R-K-O INTACT 
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CAPITOL, NEW YORK 


New York, Nov. 13. 

It may not be peaches and cream 
for this big timer on current week, 
but the show on merit deserves to 
roll up a better than usual gross. 
Doubtless after first two days, word 
of mouth will do its stuff even if 
the big lure isn’t there in Jack Gil- 
bert and ‘Phantom of Paris’ 
(Metro). The title doesn’t suggest 
anything positive enough to have 
an important attracting scent. The 
stage show complementing without 
any teaser monikers, also can't be 
expected to swing the margin of 
profit into much width. 

In toto the show is satisfying, 
showing strength from both stage 
and screen. Latter comes through 
strong on comedy, filling a needed 
gap, in a Laurel and Hardy short. 

Behind the apron is a smartly 
staged presentation the title of 
which, ‘Jade,’ tips off the motif. 
Done throughout in the enticing 
warmth of that Oriental shade, the 
settings and eostumes add much to 
the 41-minute show. Lighting ef- 
fects employed are striking and 
build up the unit’s looks in a big 
way. Since ‘Jade’ was the title and 
the basic idea, Louis K. Sidney 
went Oriental on the talent, book- 
ing in the Kikutas and Sanami and 
Michi, unusual novelty dance team. 
Both a few months back appeared 
at the Roxy. 

Kikuta troupe of 10 (seven m., 
three w.) have an_ undisputably 
erack juggling, risley and tumbling 
attraction but at this house worked 
slower than at the Roxy, showing 
less effectively. Against that is the 
flash of several different routines 
all being performed at once in two 
brief stretches during the act. 

Topping everything around it as 
an attraction on both merit and 
audience strength is the Sanama- 
Michi team whose 
worked out routine takes a firm 
hold. In the dance division, a strong 
followup is provided in an adagio 
triumvirate, Rodion Trio. To be 
a@ little diff, it’s two women and one 
man. They perform a number that’s 
very effective and applause-getting 
because its effectively done. Man 


ingeniously | after the feature. 


setting and the clink of their 
chained ankles harmonizing with 
their taps. Clever, difficult and un- 
usual routine that smacks over in 
the right spot and although only 
permitting the Roxyettes three min- 
utes on the stage, enough. That 
— like something else learned 
1ere, 

For the brief time displayed the 
Roxyettes added plenty of pep. They 
buoyed the show more than percep- 
tibly with that number, Easily the 
finest array of modern steppers in 
the biz. Like one of those national 
slogans they always satisfy. 
Maxellos preceded and were a 
pushover for this house which has 
been weaned to expect only color 
and drawing room singing mostly, 
outside the dancing groups, for 
stage relief. When other stuff does 
show it’s only spasmodically. An- 
other angle about the Roxy show 
that bids for comparison with pre- 
vious weeks, It’s the arrangement. 
3allet comes first this time with 
‘Shepherd Dream.’ Patsy Bowman 
and Arthur Mahoney are the singles 
spotted for the jump dances. Ma- 
honey, it’s supposed is the flying 
shepherd who no more resembles 
the ancient sheep men, even with 
costumed effect as they should be 
imagined, than Julian Eltinge. But 
that’s the Roxy attitude and can’t 
be explained. 

Carnera would have been infinite- 
ly better and without attempting to 
dance, for sheer manly effect. Miss 
Bowman sinks from the skies here 
on the crest of a crescent moon and 
the ballet tip-toes around her and 
peak over before or after but it 
doesn’t matter except for color, 
which really brings the applause 
next to Miss Bowman. 

One of the not quite understand- 
able things is the insistent Roxy 
manner of beginning its overture to 
sleeping music, slow and gradual 
It lulls interest 
and if ‘Marche Slave’ hadn’t had 
some brass towards the middle and 
brought a sweeping finish those six 
minutes given by the pit under 
Maurice Baron could be just so 
much blah as entertainment goes. 
Movietone News on wide screen, 
cartoon, ‘The Clock Shop’ and 


is sometimes perceptibly stagey, a|around three minutes of trailers 


share. 

Ross and Edwards follow the 
Kikutas about the middle in their 
surefire song-talk-dance goulash. 
Here's a team that doesn’t have ex- 
cellent materia] but has the tools 
with which to sell it above its value. 
Their talk despite that the house is 
a huge one, carries with clarity. 

That indomitable line of Hale la- 
dies is on three times, as diligently 
as usual. They are dressed to kill 
and in their middle number with 
sinuous pajama suits and big pic- 
ture hats in the jadiest green are 

lenty orbful, Toward the finish, 

dressing up the stage, and on 
the direct finale, they carve a mean 
cameo, 

Arthur Knorr staged the show. 
He built an entertaining stanza with 
the live talent at his disposal. 

Presiding over the ditch mob, 
Yasha Bunchuk left the classics be- 
hind to turn out a collection of pop 
tunes, strung together in a nicely 
engineered arrangement. 

In a news way the usual H-M 
service. Spliced onto the newsreel 
is a brief trailer on forthcoming 
benefit shows for the unemployment 
relief fund, with Eddie Cantor do- 
ing the stumping. Char. 


ROXY 


New York, Nov. 13. 

Going outside for its choral offer- 
ings the Roxy has taken on the 
Hall-Johnson negro choir of 32 
voices. Additional outside talent 
being the Five Maxellos. Between 
the two they’re 75% of the show, 
the remainder being split between 
the Roxyettes, Roxy Ballet and the 
usual crack lighting stuff. Altogeth- 
er, good support for ‘Ambassador 
Bill’ (Fox), which can claim about 
the only laughs on the program out- 
side of light ones caused by the 
acrobatic Maxellos, 

Hall-Johnson group closes the 
stage show. They open against an 
interior church set singing spirit- 
uals and wind up in ‘one’ for the 
‘infirmary’ song. It’s class choral 
work with settings and staging 
helping to bring out a colorful sing- 
ing effect even stronger than other- 
wise. 

That staging may be an original 
idea for this Hall-Johnson chorus. 
The greater favor their kind of en- 
tertainment finds with Roxy au- 
diences as against the former Roxy 
®iYorus, now gone, is proved with 
every number. 





hypocritical or boring. 


Either way the latter is not class 
showmanship, and far from being 


b.o. stimulus. After this perform- 
ance those Hall-Johnson 


cost of this group hardly compares 
against results with what was for- 
merly paid the Roxy Chorus for 
singing for technique merely and 
mostly. 

Roxyettes cop the usual big spot 
with an original ‘chain dance,’ girls 
clad as stiffs against a jail house 


If the Roxy learns 
anything from this fact it must be 
that too much classicism is either] a 


singers 
should be able to return to the Roxy | at 
at will and bang over each time. 
It might be a guess but that the 


or peccadillo that the two grace- | counted to make around 145-minute 


Shan. 





PARAMOUNT, N. Y.— 


New York, Nov. 14. 
Besides an entertaining talker, 
‘Touchdown’ (Par), the Jesse Craw- 
ford’s organlog and Rubinoff’s pit 
overture, the Par this week has a 
stage show that would need but lit- 
tle bolstering to stand up at the 


Palace on straight talent. With Bing 


Crosby in his second week, there 

are Harriett Hoctor, Armida and 

the CBS colored radio quartet, Mills 

Bros., as names. They’re blended 

neatly into a Petroff-staged presen- 

tation and the result is the local 

Paramount’s best stage show in 

months. 

Crosby has one solo spot for a 

couple of songs and at other times 

is theme singing for the other spe- 

cialties. He does ‘Star Dust’ while 

Miss Hoctor toe dances in the finale. 

From this the stage show gets its 

title. 

Some rearranging brought the 
Mills boys (New Acts) on later 
after the first show Friday, the rea- 

son being apparent at the evening 
performances, They tied things up 
and forced a walk-on by Crosby to 
get the show going again. 

Miss Hoctor’s two numbers are 
both backgrounded by the 16-girl 
line that danced with her in ‘Simple 
Simon.’ The line’s name in the Par 
billing is Hoctor Ballet, but it looks 
like Seymour Felix group from the 
Zieggy musical. With Miss Hoctor 
they do that interesting hurdle rou- 
tine from ‘Simon,’ which was later 
repeated for a week at the Palace. 
Miss Hoctor in her own favorite toe 
routine gives the show an excep- 
tional finish. She iooked fine on 
this big stage, her exquisite grace 
penetrating to the back of the house 
and losing nothing on the way. Miss 
Hoctor appears to be using her 
hands and arms now more than 
ever. It adds a lot to the most pro- 
ficient solo ballet work that can be 
seen on the American stage. 

Armida has a vocal chance by 
herself in ‘one,’ and later a dance 
spot following a song by Crosby. 
Her dancing is superior. First song 
is the Zieggy lyric which takes her 
into the audience for some tease biz 
with the men. This and her second 
and last song, described as a jazz 
number as a Spanish flapper might 
sing it, are not the best items in 
the Armida repertoire. A better se- 
lection could have been made for 
this big house engagement. The 
present routine places too much of 
burden on the girl’s personal 
charm, 

Paul Haakon does a leapand knee- 
drop specialty in Russian attire to 
effectively plug a scene shift wait. 
His other contribution, in a ballet 
the first show, drew reverse 
laughs and was cut. 

The Crawfords and Rubinoff do it 
the other way around, the organists 
going classic and Rubinoff filling 
the jazz section with an arrange- 
ment of Berlin tunes. 

They were standing up Friday 
night. The Par could have used this 
stage show during any one of its 
many recent flop film weeks, Bige. 











| UPTOWN, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Nov. 14. 

First hop for the F&M units after 
leaving the Loop is this ace B&K 
naborhvoder. Sometimes the units 
come here intact, sometimes they 
don’t. Different class of patronage, 
size of the house, which with its 
4,500 seats ranks foremost in ca- 
pacity in town, and consideration 
that some of the customers here also 
go downtown, are a few contribut- 
ing factors towards revamping and 
embroidering of shows. 

Despite its range of capacity the 
Uptown has been an in-and-outer 
for years. With B&K competing 
against itself in that sector it’s been 
a tough grind. Since acquiring the 
Granada, especially. Lineup as it 
stands now has the Uptown flanked 
by the Granada and Riviera, with 
both latter houses double featuring. 
That puts the big house in a spot 
where it has to come through with 
added attractions to back up the pic- 
ture. 

Current F&M ‘Black and White’ 
unit is exemplary. Originally had 
George Dewey Washington in it, 
who dropped out after the first show 
at the Chicago through illness. Joe 
Griffin finished up the Chicago week, 
and for the Uptown a colored tenor, 
John Pope Jones, was mustered into 
service. Jones, a local product, is 
nowhere near Washington, and has 
a bad tendency to overact, although 
his voice is fair. 

Another addition here is Raymond 
Baird, who has grown up a bit since 
known as the typical American boy 
a few years back. Baird has that 
youthful sophistication which seems 
a bit precocious. His chief asset is 
the sax, which he plays well. His 
other claim to distinction is blow- 
ing on two horns at the same time. 
Outside of the two acts, substitut- 
ing for one, the unit is intact and 
plays prety near the same way as 
at the Chicago. Clifton and Brent, 
two boys who must have watched 
Mitchell and Durant work for a long 
time, rewarded themselves for the 
effort it seems. If they've left any- 
thing out of Mitchell and Durant’s 
routine it isn’t noticeable. And 
when it’s considered how badly they 
look even with such tried and true 
material, the answer is obvious. No 
question of precedent here, for Mit- 
chell and Durant have been doing 
their stuff for four years, and before 
that Mitchell did it with Sim Moore 
for years. 

Specialties from Dolly Kramer, 
midget; Rose Gilesby, singer, and 
Marie Le Flohic, acro-dancer, round 
out the production, principally built 
around chorus ensemble numbers. 
Finale of black and red motif, with 
the girls doing spectral formations 
against the drop, is the outstanding 
number of the show. 

House overtural production has 
Frank Wilson, crooning tenor, and 
Hanz Muenzer, violin soloist, bor- 
rowed from the Chicago for the 


week. ‘Palmy Days’ (UA) screen 
feature, with newsreels and Para- 
mount pictorial review, including 


the Columbia clip tipping off behind 
the mike scenes. 

Opening matinee (Friday) held 
but a half-filled house. Span. 


BROADWAY 


New York, Nov. 14. 
Five-act specialty bill running a 
trifle beyond an hour and supported 
by a feature and a flock of shorts, 
replaces the weekly change presen- 


tation style at this B. S. Moss house. 
Presentation style abandoned be- 
cause of its cost, difficulty of mak- 
ing a dent in the Times Square line- 
up of this type attraction, and also 
because the production camouflage 
did not aid the stage vaude acts. 

At the scale of’$1 there does not 
seem to be any bright prospect of 
betterment. Program of stage show 
doesn't offer anything not procur- 
able among the deluxe neighbor- 
hoods at a lower scale, and, of 
course, the situation as to screen 
material in this tough spot is the 
great stumbling block. 

The marquee name this week is 
Lita Grey Chaplin, well advertised 
personality and one that makes 
friends across the footlights. For 
the rest the house this week has an 
arresting title for its feature, ‘Mo- 
rals for Women’ (Tiffany) with 
names that carry a meaning to the 
strollers, even if they don’t lure the 
crowd downtown from home. Pic- 
ture also makes good on the screen 
as a satisfactory program. Sur- 
rounding bill does very nicely, hav- 
ing good comedy values and a world 
of speed for its type. Bill plays 
three-a-day and acts are cut to fit 
the hour schedule. Miss Chaplin did 
about 9 minutes, and most of the 
others were under 10, making for a 
brisk, entertaining stage interlude. 

Use of a mixed couple doing gag 
m. cing was rather superfluous. 
Boy is Archie Dunn and girl is 
called Miss Andrews, but they mean 
practically nothing, working on a 
weak comedy idea of interrupting 
each other in presenting the acts. 
Young people are nice looking and 
carry themselves well enough, but 
their chatter is blah. 

Young China makes a flashy open- 
ing, Chinese acrobats working out 
novel routines in hand stands and 
contortion before a splendid set of 
Oriental hangings. Only about 9 
minutes, but it’s solid specialty. 

Gold and Raye take first go at 
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[| NEWSREELS 








TRANSLUX 


Pathe is the first of the newsreels 
to reach voting age. It is observing 
its 21st birthday this week by de- 
voting a few minutes of the Luxer 
running time to news highlights 
picked from the archives. 

From Roosevelt in Africa in 1910 
the special clip travels through the 
Lindy ovation to current releases. 
It is one of the most interesting 
summaries of its kind. No little 
credit for this is due to the man- 
ner in which it has been edited for 
presentation. 

Paramount’s cameraman who did 
the job on the Mahraja must have 
been a Hollywood specialist before 


going in the newsreel end. If he 
wasn’t he certainly merits big pro- 
duction consideration. The Midas 
from India has a physiognomy that 
lends itself perfectly to a black 
background. Even a tilt of the chin 
seems to change it. The Par- 
amount man did not overlook an 
angle. 

An unusual picture of the Capone 
family is presented by Universal. 
This shows the mother and relatives 
weeping and tearing their hair at 
the railroad station while Ralph, the 
first of the brothers, heads for 
Leavenworth. 

Laughs are in Red Grange’s gang 
of juve players in Chicago and a 
Paramount monkey burlesque on 
long distance fliers. The Grange 
clip is the first of its kind. It 
shows a group of tough kiddies bat- 
tling through, or holding, the line. 
The Luxer was minus regular foot- 
ball material Saturday. Universal's 
coverage of the Southern California- 
Stanford game was so photograph- 
ically hazy it would have been bet- 
ter tabled. 

Universal is doing more than all 
of the reels together in playing up 
the unemployment § situation. It 
works in a plug, though, through 
McNamee, -at every opportunity. 
Marathon races in Paris and New 
England, Baltimore horse meet were 
among the sports events. 

Pathe is starting another serial. 
It seems that more carry-overs have 
been started and left suspended in 
the air at the Luxer than in any 
other theatre in the country. This 
time Captain Bartlett goes on a 
cruise in a schooner for Greenland. 
The theatres promises another ep 
next wek. 

General news coverage to be seen 
at both newsreel houses comprises 
the remainder of the program, al- 
though a 10-minute short subject 
here, which smacks of advertising, 
is included. Waly. 


EMBASSY 


Regular short subject is made of 
the Japan-China situation with a 
long follow-up in the U. §g. of 
Armistice Day parades, monument 
dedications, etc. 


Fox claims first sound recording 
in the Far East since trouble 
started. The collection is one of 
interest, although for the most Part 
it smacks of the library. 

A laugh even bigger then that 
provoked by the pseudo nance dog 
holder last week is being registered 
at every show by a London wrest. 
ling clip. Nothing like it has been 
seen in a newsreel. Whether it’s 
staged or not matters little Since 
the Americans are going for it. The 
wrestlers not only tie themselves 
into a knot but take everyone who 
interferes along with them. 

Since Den Daugherty took on the 
duties of contact man, as well as 
publicity chief, the Fox-Hearst reel 
has been getting considerable orig. 


inality into its around New York 
offerings. The London Terrace 
swimming pool meet shows the 
Daugherty touch. Camera keeps 


abreast of the swimmers in the 
water and concentrates on nice out- 
line of feminine divers. 
Exceptionally good coverage of 
the Notre Dame-Pennsylvania foote 
ball game is accomplished by Fox, 
Plays are so distinct and life-like 
that fans applauded vociferously 
Saturday. This virtually establishes 
a precedent for a football game on 
the screen. Camera evidently was 
perched on an elevation. Embassy 
is generous with the pigskin, using 
a follow-up of highlights in pre- 
vious games. 
The Navy League charge and the 
official committee inquiry are coy- 
ered in greater length at the Em. 
bassy. Too long, however. William 
iardiner, who wrote the League’s 
story, comes close to getting a 
laugh with a voice that reproduces 
in fluffy fashion from the Embassy 
controls. 
Fox went out of its way to give 
the female members of Parliament 
a break. Lady Astor introduces 
each one and the camera travels 
from face to face in close-up. 
Among the Armistice Day ob- 
servances the comment by Father 
Duffy, that soldiers will be needed 
as long as the world endures, makes 
an indelible impression. 
Where the U. S. Navy launches 
a new ship in Camden on the Luxer 
screen, the Embassy gives Italy’s 
latest passenger liner preference. 
Both houses have Congressman 
Garner from Texas; a tank that 
does as well in the water as on 
land; Sousa’s band; Newports’ best 
gob squad; the Hoover proclama- 
tion and—turkeys. Waly. 





comedy, opening with their splendid 
straight stepping and going thence 
into their acrobatic comedy knock- 
about. Talk doesn’t matter and 
they are wise in keeping it to a 
minimum, but their bit of two ama- 
teur hoofers doing elaborate buck- 
and-winging is capital fun, a 
shrewd characterization caricatured 
for low comedy, but still keen. 


Mrs. Chaplin No. 3 in the simplest 
kind of a song cycle before full- 
stage velvet drapes in black and 
white and herself simply dressed in 
white satin. Does two songs, ‘Cheer 
Up’ and ‘My All,’ and then into her 
impersonation bits, all sufficiently 
identifiable to carry song bits with 
special lyrics. 

Charles (‘Slim’) Timblin with his 
colored preacher monolog idea, 
elaborated with two other people, 
held down the heavy spot and did 
extremely well with it. His gag talk 
is amusingly turned and his manner 
of delivery gives it great comedy 
point. His darky preacher type is a 
capital bit of impersonation, prov- 
ing once more that a monolog needs 
to be backed by a character draw- 
ing that has in it something of 
authenticity, and that goes for 
every monologist that ever counted, 
from Joe Welch to Jack Pearl. Act 
now ends with a marriage scene in- 
volving two other blackface char- 
acters, but whether the addition of 
people to the act is worth the outlay 
is debatable. 


Sammy Lewis and Patti Moore 
complete the layout. Another case 
in which two brisk comedy special- 
ists have built themselves up to a 
flash act by the addition of minor 
people. They call this act ‘South 
Sea Sadie’ and give it a vague sug- 
gestion of story, but really the only 
thing that counts is the song-and- 
dance specialty of the principal pair. 
Extra people are another man and 
two dancing girls, unbilled. They 
are first-rate workers all of them, 
but here are subordinated. Extra 
man is a dandy eccentric stepper 
and a good mugging grotesque, 
while the two girls are an Ama- 
zonian pair, obviously sisters, who 
in spite of show girl size do a stun- 
ning bit of high kicking and acro- 
batic legmania, besides an agreeable 
song number. Anyhow an appro- 
— finishing to a neat specialty 
bill. 

Business at this Saturday matinee 
‘way off. Rush. 





ORPHEUM, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Nov. 12. 
Breaking its silence for the first 
time in years, this Warner grind on 
State street staged a personal ap- 


pearance with Clayton K. Slack, 
much bemedalled war hero, in con- 
junction with the government film, 
‘Gold Chevrons.’ That this tieup 
came during Armistice week may 
or may not be a coincidence. 


Slack has been making perennial 
appearances through the country 
ever since the war. About four 
years ago he was at the Monroe 
here with a similar film hookup, 
presumably with the permission of 
the government, which owns the 
war shots labeled ‘Gold Chevrons.’ 
Warner's is reported to have made 
a cheap deal with Slack on a $500 
weekly guarantee against a per- 
centage over a certain figure, but 
the % may be counted out. 


Slack handled his own publicity 
campaign and handled it well, too, 
but business just wasn't there. 
Maybe because people are tired of 
being constantly reminded of the big 
fracas, especially in these depress- 
ing days. Slack got plenty co- 
operation from the city hall press 
and radio and still couldn’t put him- 
self over. For the house it was 
strictly an economic gesture and 
perhaps something of a gamble. 
With Slack throwing in the picture 
it was considered a buy for the 
week on a double feature program 
that had ‘On the Road to Singapore 
(Par.) on the other end. 


Coincidentally there was a Floyd 
Gibbons short at the State-Lake 
that contained exact shots as Im 
‘Gold Chevrons.’ Film itself is i1n- 
teresting, inasmuch as it’s actual 
stuff taken on the battlefields, in the 
air and on the seas under super- 
vision of the Signal Corps. No fak- 
ing here. 

Following the picture Slack, in 
full uniform, medals and all, steps 
on the stage under flood lights for 
six minutes of chatter that might 
have been better routined. Where 
Slack tries for comedy he fails and 
where his stories purport to arouse 
thrills they also fall short. Part of 
the narrative, where Slack relates 
getting out of a tight hole in the 
enemy lines, sort of challenges cred- 
ulity. Neither is his personalit# 





much, Span. 
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STANLEY, J. C. 


Very much worthwhile this week. 
ynstead of depending on acts chiefly 
they've staged their own show and 
done a good job at the Stanley, Jer- 

City. Milton Charles at the 
console really starts it. In a wel- 
eome change of colored lights he 
gings in the amplifier to a hearty 
reception, and then has brought in 
a miniature footbali field having a 
movable football. He plays three 
numbers, with the ball advancing at 
the singing, which is not strong, 
and uses one football number in- 
troducing bits on the local schools. 
Then he flashes on the screen a 
number praising Ed Lowry. 

The lights go up, spots flare from 
the bridge over the proscenium, and 
the band clad in yellow military 
coats parades down the long aisles 
to the stage. With them are in- 
terspersed the Stanley girls carry- 
jing placards. Lowry, dolled up as 
the winning candidate, is led to the 
stage amid much fanfare. The 
girls, dressed in brilliant blue mili- 
tary tunics and gold boots with bare 
legs, dance, and tying up Lowry 
romp off with him at the end. 

The scene shifts to a brilliant 
drop, and Bob, Bob and Bobbie with 
Lowry are at work. The two men 


juggle colored clubs rapidly, jest 
Lowry and bring in a dog, who 
poised on a man's back catches 


things and plays,a few strains ona 
harmonica. With Lowry smoking 
between them the men let the clubs 
fly by him, knock the ashes from his 
cigar and finally the cigar from his 
mouth. It goes big. 


Masters and Grace are doing 
their act a little faster, and the girl 
gets much laughter by her comic 
posture. Her kissing the spot gag 
is not so effective as before. The 
man lofts two golf balls into the 
house, wisely leaving out here the 
one to the balcony. 


On a huge pirate boat the girls 
as pirates dance. At last they mob 
Lowry and throw a dummy into the 
pit. He reappears, springs some 
gags in ‘one,’ and the curtains re- 
veal a green velvet drop with a 
large fanlike pink decoration before 
it, flanked by low red curves, and 
the band neatly arranged. 

Lowry introduces Belle Baker, 
who appears dressed in red. She 
sings five songs, ranging from torch 


numbers to an _ Italian dialect 
song. She tells several _ stories, 


sings with Lowry as a foil, during 
which they gag and embrace, and 
after a show of refusing adds ‘Eli 
Eli,’ rendering it in fine style. Tre- 
mendous reception throughout. With 
the aid of a man and a girl she and 
Eddie stage a blackout, and then 
she returns to introduce a small 
boy singer. He is not so good, but 
the house thinks he’s great, and 
Miss Baker shows she is still a 
first-class showwoman. 

With a drop now showing a 
bridge and lighted buildings, Eddie 
amid the girls sings a thank you 
song, a small round screen is low- 
ered and Eddie’s face appears on 
that and goes on singing the song. 

The orchestra under Gabriel 
Hines plays ‘Orpheus in Hades’ 
with much eclat. Hines both de- 
livers the goods and sells it. After 
a Pathe news with the orch. in as 
usual the following pictures and 
names are announced § strikingly 
from the screen, with the orch. 
helping. 


House nearly filled. Austin. 


IMPERIAL, TORONTO 


Toronto, Nov. 16. 
Loosening up of the purse strings 
at this 3,500-seater gives them 
Plenty of variety and puts the house 
in front, where it ought to be. Be- 
sides ‘Beloved Bachelor’ (Par), 
Howard Knevels gives them a Jack 
Arthur specialty, band overture, or- 
gan concert and the usual road unit, 
Dream House,’ all for a 60-cent top. 
Biz good. 
» Jack Arthur, who periodically gets 
imself the talk of the town and 
then slides back into oblivion be- 
hind some executive desk, is on view 
Szain. This week he puts the band 
hrough a group of hot war-time 
Pops, brings up the war with some 
fast action clipped from ‘Big Pa- 
anes. shown on a giant screen, and 
ee on an armistice after-the- 
ed note. The boy with the sleck 
s r certainly communicates pep to 
e band, which is up to 17 pieces 
now, including Kathleen Stokes at 
the organ. 
‘ orhur won't take a bow, but lifts 
. a hole band up-on the first hand 
u ter, He hands the baton over to 
ign Lapp for the news shots. 
1€ €x-pianist has lost all his ner- 





ee and quit wearing those 
cal 4 collars. Cameron Geddes, lo- 


asso, copped the honors in the 
Jack Arthur bit. 


Mise c 
“liss Stokes makes the pipes burn 


~ ara the unit show. It opens 
mount with the usual dozen Para- 
oe — in a straight routine. 
ing <lack < e and long skirts. Hoof- 
dene prety pep, although a_ wall 
hg novel enough to draw ap- 


a “theta 5 and Blair were weak in 
an ? chatter. Blair, the straight 

a ©ontributed little. O'Donnell 
the shy boob was passable. 
he drifted away from the 
Wet and went into his songs 
‘’, but not better enough 
Bates, the one-legged 





| ence, acting as m. c., 
| ting over his burlesque mindread- 
| ing 





hoofer, was no jazzin spasm, but 
managed to pull the show together. 
His curtain specch was awful. 


° The 
encore was a hot number, but 
seemed to tire the legless boy. Bill 


Robinson, playing local RKO time, 
has been coaching the pegleg be- 
tween shows. That may explain 
fatigue. 

Masters and Gauthier in their 
house-building act full of pratt falls 
were new to the town and uncov- 
ered a flock of belly laughs. The 
burlesque act got» the femmes, a 
surprise. Props need paint. 

An orchard scene with the girls 
twined around the trees as 
finished. O’Donnell sang ‘Trees’ as 
Louise Glenn did ballet steps. 
tumes made smart 
ures. Lighting effects 
shadows did the rest. 
minute 
in. 


‘ 
Cos- 


with plenty 
; Looked for a 
as if Ziegfeld had just come 


DENVER 
Denver, Nov. 11. 
Fanchon & Marco’s ‘Greetings’ 
idea is the best und brightest stage 
show the Denver has had for some 
time. The scenery is spic and span 
and carried the idea of the ‘Greet- 
ing’ through to the end. 
Del Chain, dressed as a postman, 
delivered the greetings to the audi- 
and later put- 


act that wowed them. First 
drop showed huge picture of writ- 


ing material and was used several | 


times. 
The line appeared first in long 
white dresses before a sky blue 


drop and as Dorothy Thieme sang 


‘Songs of Your Dreams,’ a young 
couple acted a love scene. Then a 
song about the four-year periods 


of a youngster’s life, each verse be- 
ing pantomimed by a member of 
the line. Each of four girls, dressed 
to represent a piece of birthday 
cake, and for the end of scene all 


backed together and the candles 
were lighted. 
Jimmy Clemons sang ‘Goodbye 


Broadway, Hello Montreal’ as the 


introduction to his eccentric dance. 


A huge Easter basket setting on 
turning around revealed the line in 
filmy apparel and they went into 
classical dance. 

Buster and Brown, with a fair 
line of chatter and better dancing, 
entertained briefly. A 15-foot 
valentine, with girls for trimmings, 
introduced that section of ‘Greet- 
ings’ and Dorothy Thieme sang a 
Valentine song as a parson appears 
to marry an old fashioned couple. 


The Christmas scene, also used 
in the finale, was the flashiest of 
the lot. Miss Thieme sings ‘Holy 
Night,’ the scenery is Christmas 
in atmosphere, and four girls in 
huge costumes, suddenly get to- 
gether and form an immense 


Christmas tree, which lights up, 
making a great flash. 

Fred Schmitt’s overture, 
cated to Armtistice day, 
songs of 1918. 


EMBASSY, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Nov. 13. 

Here's the Embassy, one of the 
three major houses on the indie 
Essaness circuit of 12, making a 
weak and futile try to bring back 
flesh in the neighborhoods, without 
any real idea of how to go about it. 

Idea behind a girl band, and a 
platinum haired one at that, was not 
bad, but the way it’s done here the 
whole thought should have been 
conveniently forgotten. This same 
Essaness tried the same stunt last 
year and wound up behind the 
eight ball. 

No naborhood, long weaned away 
from stage shows, can be expected 
to stage a sudden revolution in a 
couple of weeks.. And yet that’s 
exactly what Essaness must have 
figured when it cooked up the musi- 
cal combo called Mary and her 
Platinum Blondes and installed them 
on a run at the Embassy. With 
stage facilities absent in a grind 
house of 1,700 seats, practically all 
on the ground floor with the excep- 
tion of a small mezz, the girl band 
was shoved on a platform in the 
pit, leaving them almost on top of 
the audience. 

Naturally such an arrangement 
must prove a handicap to a bunch 
of amateur musicians with no stage 
presence, even if they were on a 
stage. 

To place 11 girls in a spot like 
this without giving them some 
background and support was the 


dedi- 
featured 


gravest error of all. All the help 
they got came from Stan Carter, 
who was put in as m. ¢. but no- 
hody would suspect it. Carter’s 


dashing to and from the wings was 
not very exhilarating. Fora climax 
the audience was called upon to join 
in on chorus singing to accompany- 
ing screen slides with the m. c. im- 
personating a college cheer leader. 
Outside of a few of the neighbor- 
hood lads going for the come en oO! 
ihe platinum thing, further increase 


in trade for the house is doubtful. 


At least adult reaction in tne audi- 
ence was not very encourasins 
Next few weeks should conv«nce 
Essaness that it takes showma 
to put on shows 2! d if they intend 


nship 


voing ahead why not let showmen 
do it? 
Meanwhile double featuring is 
still here Three changes weekKiy 
including the band, is another item 
to think about. ‘Waterloo 
(17) and ‘Runaround’ (Radio) de 
bled up on this program. Span. 





use of girls’ fig- | 





Dridgce’ | straight. 


| Paramount, 





LOS ANGELES, L.A. 


Los Angeles, Nov. 12. 

A $1,000,000 theatre with a 10-cent 
show about sums up this house, 
which is the most elaborate the- 
atre on the coast. Switching from 
one policy to another in an effort to 
add something to the castoff pic- 
tures shown, the house has played 
everything—vaude, tab, presenta- 
tions and stage bands. 

In the hands of receivers, the 
problem becomes worse, with every- 
one trying to dictate the policy and 





rant one apparently knowing. 
OO 3] 


Present stage show is put together 
by Waiter League, former stager for 
f'ox in the east. 
lot with wishes, but it doesn’t make 
entertainment. He’s not to blame, 





j 
| 
} 
| 


| George 


He accomplishes a} 


for the house allows about $1,000 for | 


the show which includes 
Hlolden’s 10-piece band. 

Billy Snyder m. c.’s the three acts, 
including Dexter, Webb and Merrill, 


Cally 


| two men and a girl plunking banjos 


with the girl doubling with an acro 
and a tap dance; Rita and Reuben, 
adagio team, and Van and Davis, 
blackface comics who haven't 
changed their routine since Walter 
Plimmer booked eight weeks in up- 
per New York state. 

Snyder is the one saving grace. 
With a pleasing personality and 
some good gags, he manages to take 
the curse off the proceedings. Band 
is just fair and solos with a med 
ley of college airs. Fest of the time 
it’s just accompanying. 

With ‘Gay Diplomat’ (Radio) Ivan 
Lebedeff’s first starring picture as 


| the attraction, business was brutal 


on Thursday, opening day. Lebe- 


| deff was scheduled to make a per- 
| sonal appearance Friday. 


A Tom Patricola comedy (Educa- 
tional) and Pathe news clips filled 
the bill. Call. 


PARAMOUDT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Nov. 12. 

Continuing the class stage presen- 
tations staged by Lou McDermott, 
stage show this week is mostly 
atmosphere for the feature, ‘Touch- 
down’ (Par). Band of 50 under 
Dave Mendoza’s direction takes up 
most of the stage, with the line girls 
and the male chorus working on a 
platform behind the band. Mendoza 
and McDermott bow out in two 
weeks when Harold B. Franklin 
quits stage shows and tries a 25- 
piece pit band. 

Entire routining has the line and 
chorus blending with the orchestra 
in their specialties. Only solo 
work is by Manuel Emanuel, bari- 
tone; Max Larner, tenor, and Ellen 
Coots and Maurine Marseilles, so- 
pranos, each handling the chorus of 
one number. Lack of talent not 
noticeable due to skillful staging. 

Male chorus sang ‘Trees,’ ‘Trail 
of the Lonesome Pine’ and a medley 
of college numbers. Line girls did 
a silhouette and a football tableau 
for the finale. 

Entire presentation looked class, 
with the audience eating it, as evi- 
denced by the applause that carried 
through the house spill. 

Stage show is a relief from the 
general run of presentations locally 
that is usually crammed with tap 
dancing and trick comics. But the 
effort doesn’t seem to be drawing, 
as the first show on Thursday, de- 
spite the topical nature of the fea- 
ture, played to half a house. 

Paramount news, Paramount 
Souvenirs, novelty reel and Rudy 
Vallee’s short, ‘Kitty from Kansas 
City,’ rounded out the program. 

at. 





Warner’s Hollywood 


(NEW POLICY) 


Hollywood, Nov. 12. 

Like Warner’s Downtown, the 
Hollywood house has been forced to 
live stage entertainment to bolster 
its flickering flicker program, owing 
to the shunting over of the pick of 
the WB celluloid crop into the new 
Warner’s Western for runs. That 
left both stands with weak sisters, 
none capable of holding up on day- 
and-dates as heretofore, unless sup- 
ported by something. 

The Downtown has put in five 
acts on a $1,000 budget which, with 
the orchestra and stage crew, stands 
that house $2,500. About the same 
budget obtains in Hollywood with 
Jesse Stafford’s Brunswick record- 
ing orchestra on stage, and sur- 
rounded by some auxiliary special- 
ties. 

Opening ballyhoo for the stage 
shows became the occasion for WB 
to slip in the weak ‘Expensive 
Women,’ Dolores Costello's swan- 
song at Burbank. But at the Down- 
town, the Hollywood evidenced its 
reaction to the supplementary stage 
trimmings, and was even more for- 
cibly approved by audible public ac- 
claim when Stafford bowed off 


| with a speechlet promising further 


consistency of entertainment. 

With the Stafford musical gang 
onstage, the house should slough 
one of those Vitaphone shorts. 
Makes the show overlong and te- 
dious. That Walter O’Kecfe 
could have been omitted here with 
the cartoonic oke along with the 
newsreel. Gaylord Carter interpo- 
lates a medley of ‘Love Songs of 
Nation’ at the console, making 


1 
tne 








short | 
|recent demonstration of this 


his organlog more humorous than | 


the 
for a 


who has been 
San Francisco, 


Stafford, 


at 


i 


run, went stage-band from the ritzy 
Palace hotel, ’Frisco, where he was 
somewhat of an institution. Recent- 
ly he has been at the local Biltmore 
hotel before shifting into the War- 
ner house. He also played a week 
at the local Par, doing the same 
chora! ensemble of ‘Student Prince,’ 
but its acclaim here disproved any 
eaptiousness concerning its famili- 
arity. 

He strives for novelty and gets 
it with the able assistance of Gene 
Rose, his aide at the _ ivories, 





who is also responsible fur the or- | 


chestrating. Jeanie Lang supports 
vocally and Marquita, seen at 
Olsen’s roadhouse and else- 


; tap on 


| five adagio trios. 


wheres, registers with her neat 
rumba. Paul Gibbon and the trio, | 
Ken Howard, Art Winter and Buzz 
Adlam, also contribute vocally. | 
Grace Poggi, eccentric dancer, 
billed, but didn’t show. 

The extra $2,500 for the stage 
trimmings may be quite an item, 


but indications are that the biz will 
warrant it. This will refute the War- 
ner’s long adamant stand against 
stage shows since their costly ven- 
ture with them a couple of seasons 
back when they had a fancy stager 
of presentations and a heavy nut, 
but with the conservative vaude 
downtown and the stage show thing 
here, it’s a reasonbale overhead and 


readily reimbursable, Abel. 
Detroit, Nov. 14. 
A show can be no better than 


its best act and this show, from an 
entertainment angle, is just that, 
and it spells weakness. While the 
production end is all right the tal- 
ent just isn’t there and because of 
a poor selection for the name act. 
Act used is one that has worked 
up a reputation via radio. That 


they miss in a theatre is one of 
those things. 
The act is named ‘Louie’s Hun- 


gry Five.’ With the name act a dis- 
appointment the other two acts 
suffer with the rest of the show. 
Without a punch to put it across, 
the others while performing ca- 
pably, are not strong enough to 
carry the show. The result is un- 
fortunate. 

The contrast with last week’s 
show, which sent them out raving, 
is unfortunate. But it all comes 
back to the one fault with locally 
built productions. A fault that is, 
however, balanced by certain bene- 
fits. The fault is that the talent 
problem is embarrassing. If talent 
is bought for the three middle west 
Publix locally built presentations 
in Chicago, St. Louis and here, the 
three weeks involved are often not 
enough inducement for the right 
kind of acts. 

But when distant talent is wanted 
for one week locally the week’s pay 
involved is usually too small to get 
them out here. Consequently the 
talent available for these shows is 
often very much wanting as to en- 
tertainment possibilities. This week 
is one of those weeks. Show titled 
‘California Bound’ has the framc- 
work of a nice production as fa. 
as line routines and sets go. 

Proceedings open with the set 
laid in a train shed, observation 
end of a train on the stage. After 
a suitable routine the effect of the 
train pulling out is created and 
Lyman Howe’s ‘Runaway Train’ is 
used to create the effect of the 
train moving. 

Then LaSalle and Mack into their 
hoke acrobatic tumbling. Boys only 
did a few minutes. 

Next scene production number 
showing a street in the San Fran- 
cisco tenderloin with girls on top 
of a sightseeing bus doing a hand 
and arm routine. 

Bob Nolan on to introduce the 
name act. The Hungry Five with 
Herr Louie and the Weasel. This 
act can play shooting galleries and 
turn vereins, but is unfitted for 
fast company. 

The final scene is an orange 
grove. Nolan and an unbilled good 
looking blonde singer do a duet 
that pleases and the line on for a 
toe number to jazzed up Dance of 
the Hours. William Knox on last, 
a juggling act with a line of chat- 
ter that might get over on a fairly 
strong bill, drew few laughs. 

The overture shows a lot of care 
this week. Running 9 minutes long, 
it is built into a production. Titled 
‘Overture Dansant,’ it includes a 
lot of the classic and modern dance 
melodies. Interpolated in the latter 
part Bob Nolan sings through a 
mike ‘Dancing in the Dayk’ with 
girl behind s‘rim in cabaret repre- 
senting a dressing table. With the 
lights up behind the scrim girl is 
revealed and then fades out with 
the lower part of the scrim illumi- 
nated to show a couple dancing. 
The girl on again 
Nolan. And close for a nice hand. 
This number is outstanding. Lee. 





Fan Mags Weakening? 
the confession mags 
beginning to fade. 


Pull 


signs 


of 


of 


give 
Most 
is an- 
by Macfadden's ‘True 
one of the pioneers in the 
field, that ad rates will be clipped 
$%, beginning with Jan. 1. 

Another of the old standbys, ‘I 
Confess,’ put out by Dell Publica- 
has been shelved. 


nouncement 


. a 
»tories, 


LIONS, 


—_— 
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LOEW’S STATE, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Nov. 11. 

Produced by Gae Foster, Fanchon 
& Marco's ‘Slavique’ unit is one of 
the finest 40 minutes of entertain- 
ment assembled by the F. & M. di- 
vertissment works. Colorfully and 
tastefully mounted, it lands with a 
distinct click and a large measure 
the talent is responsible. Seven 
Arconis with their teeterboard acro- 
batics to shoulder and hand catches 
unit that 
with any 


Ane finale to a 
aici Oo a 


aidasts ‘ 


right along 


provided a 
can be sold 
picture. 

La Vonne Sweet opens with nice 
backed by the 10 boys 
girls who later comprise 
In the same num- 
ber, Patsy Marr does intricate acro- 
tap work, sounding the beats on her 


toes, 


and five 


jhat. Ensemble finishes with Russ 
floor work. Setting is along the 
Chauve-Souris idea, 

Followed by Brock and Thomp- 


son, male unison tap team in ‘one 


|and a half’ who score strongly with 


| 


| 











| shuffles 





| so it doesn't 


their encore imitation of starting 
an old Ford. Latter is new out here 
and good for plenty laughs. 

Back to full-stage drapes for an- 
other hoof, with every one in white. 
Could stand a yocal accompaniment, 
with the show minus on singing, 
although this not noticed. Sam 
Hearn introduced at the finish of 
the number and comes downstage 
in front of the braille for his fast 
line of chatter as an a.k. commenta- 
tor on current news and conditions, 
Finishes nicely with his violin imi- 
tations, 

Five adagio teams followed for 
unison catches and poses and into 
an effective group of ensemble girl- 
passings. Body-tossing includes al- 
most everything ever done by trios 
of this type and with five sets doing 
the tricks simultaneously, looks dif- 
ficult to top. 


Arconis tied things into knots 
with their board-bouncing and 
overs onto the shoulders of top-men, 
into chairs and passing each other 
in the air, Troupe consists of five 
men and two women and work 
themselves into a hippodrome fjnz.. 
ish to their specialty and the da) 
Show should be given credit for 
sticking to the title throughout in 
its theme. Costumes, sets and mu- 
sic blended. 


Picture, ‘The Cuban’ (Metro), ac- 
companied by ‘Wedge Play’ from 
the Howard Jones series, and news- 
reel. Capacity opening night (Arm- 
istice Day). 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, Nov. 14. 

They come here to see Abe Ly- 
man. That's heard from surround- 
ing femmes when the bill’s caught. 
Without Lyman currently, Fan- 
chon’s own supervised piece, ‘Five 
Races,’ vaude unit, plus Ron and 
Don, organ duet from the house, 
would suffice for stage show enter- 
tainment, but it takes Lyman and 


is 





his band to carry ‘Friends and 
Lovers’ (Maio), feature, through 
the week. F&M vaude units carry 


no girl line. 


What Lyman means here can be 
envisioned from one glance at the 
opening show audience Saturday 
matinee and find around 75% 
femmes customers, with floor about 
filled. Those femmes mean b.o. in 
Brooklyn, because it’s that kind of 
a spot, the girls drag the husbands 
or boy friends with them to the. 
show. Also noticeable by looking 
around. While the front rows are 
packed from the start with femme 
types gaping at the front line in Ly- 
man’s band. 


Lyman’s smart. He doesn’t give 
too much at any one performance 
and himself shows only for the spe- 
cialy numbers, leading the crew 
from the pit on a raised elevator. 
Currently he precedes the Ron and 
Don organ duet. 


Smart also to inject a tone of 
classicicism in his music. This time 
it’s the band playing and singing 
something from ‘The Student 
Prince.’ Then he finishes with a 
strong blare of instruments in ‘Tell 
Your Father’ or something after 
several of the boys precede in solo 
specialties to travesty that very 
tune. 

Frank Jenks’ appearance as m.c¢. 
with this F. & M. unit representing 
the White family through his wife, 
Margie, means something for the 
Fox Brooklyn b. o. also. Jenks 
was here last season for some weeks 
as m.c. Fits perfectly all the way. 

He opens the stage show after ry- 
man disappears and against a scrim 


| in ‘one,’ whereupon is depicted the 
: : | five races to show. 
:or a duet with | 


Includes negro, 


white, Indian, 3rown, Japanese. 


| Brown is represented by Betty and 


Beverly Adams, who peculiarly 
| enough look to be blondes. 3ut 
| their feathered bonnets when they 

do their fane dance hides the locks, 


matter, with the light- 
ing taking care of the rest. 

Danny Small, 
Josie and Horace 


accompanied by 
‘Sawdust’ Stewart, 
take the colored angle, Small sing. 
ing. Josie is a girl dancer. Stewart 
for comedy relief and the 


| trio, helped by band music, keep up 


the grade of entertainment started 
(Continued on page 39) 
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JAMES HALL 
Songs and talk 
10 Mins; One 
86th St. 

It’s a question now much James 
Hall, from pictures, means to vaude, 


8% 


his name not being any too promi- 
nent. There was a suspicion at this 
house that the audience woke up 
to him only after he mentioned 
‘Wings’ and a couple of his other 
films towards the end. Also he can 
use some material. But he stacked 
up Saturday afternoon as having 
ability enough to get away with 
an act if he had one. That’s some- 
thing. 

Hall started in with some of the 
usual picture crowd gagging, and 
none too funny, going from that 
into a pop song. Evidently he was 
nervous about breaking into a song 
as he masks it by saying he's al- 
ways wanted to lead @ band and 
allegedly directs the pit gang in a 
number, joining in for the chorus. 
That over, he settles down, tells 
a couple of more stories and sings 
another song. 


Looks as though Hall was mis- 
advised or had a mistaken notion 
in building his act, because none 
of the comedy he uses is either 
new or very funny. Just a couple 
of stories. He knows what to do 
with them. When original material 
is substituted and he forgets his 
nervousness, he should be okay. 
Also he can add another song with- 
out worry. His pipes are good 
enough to carry the act. KXawf. 


JACK ELLIOTT and Blue Moon 
Girls (14) 

Dance Flash 
16 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Jefferson 

Jack Elliott’s latest effort, while 
nicely staged and equipped with 
tasty costumes and pretty girls 
“as. not mean much aside from 
emme appeal. That is a strong 
point of course, but vaude today 
demands the different even from 
the doll faces. Tap dancing is 99% 
of the act. The other 1% is taken 
up by Marion Kay, an acro and pip 
high kicker, and by Laela, who does 
an Oriental dance. These two girls, 
the only ones billed after Elliott, 
stand out and deserve the distinc- 
tion. 


Nothing much is trotted out 
among the girls. They divide into 
three groups for three different 
numbers, the best of which was a 
toe on hat boxes lighted from with- 
in. If Elliott can eliminate the tap 
routines and substitute other danc- 
ing modes, he may have a good act. 
As is at present it’s just another 





buck hoppers’ holiday. Earl. 
GAYLORD CARTER 

Organoleg 

3 Mins. 

Warners’ Hollywood, Hollywood, 


Calif. 

Gaylord Carter switched to the 
WB Hollywvod from the United 
Artists, as the first lap in the re- 
turn to live entertainment at this 
stand, which in the past week has 
also added a stage band (Jess Staf- 
ford). 

Carter is a competent console 
performer, using the conventional 
slides to couple with his music, and 
contributing a timely touch with a 
college medley in keeping with the 
spirited football season hereabouts. 
As part of the general picture, even 
the organist is in college get-up, 
finaleing with the four California 
universities’ songs. Abel. 





SIX DAVILLAS 
Acrobats 

7 Mins.; Full Stage 
Coliseum 

Four men and two women com- 
prise this group of acrobats spe- 
cializing in springboard stunts. The 
entire combo appears in clown 
makeup, although no apparent try 
for comedy. 

The teeter-board routine has some 
corking tricks, several being accom- 
plished in tandem layout with two 
women forcing the jump from the 
other end of the board by either 
two men or a man and woman. 

There is some difficult somer- 
saulting from the board to shoulders 
of the receivers. Entire routine ef- 
fgstive. Mark. 


FAMOUS ROYAL QUINTET 
Accordion Playing, Dancing 
11 Mins.; Three (Special) 
Lyric 
Very amateurish flash that doesn’t 





flash. Group of five is made up of 
One of 


three men and two women. 
the latter attempts a toe dance that 
is about the worst ever on any New 
York stage. 


Quintet opens playing accordions, 
the toe jazz following by a girl who 
is remarkable only in that she sup- 
ports an awful lot of weight on her 
toes. A single accordion number, 
much too long, and the five closing 
with baby piano accordions, sums 
up the routine, 

Opened the show here. Char. . 
— 


FOUR MILLS BROS. 

Novelty Quartet 

6 Mins.; One 

Paramount, New York 

When the Mills Bros. develop a 

drawing name, which they probably 

will do shortly, they may stand up 

under headline treatment anywhere. 

While too early to have any effect 

on a box office, this overnight made 

colored radio quartet shows in its 

first stage week that it can do an 

= on the stage as well as on the 
r. 


They vocalize pop tunes in a new 
way. Although their sudden click 
on the air is bound to breed a lot of 
imitators, there is some stuff 
amongst the Mills’ tricks that defies 
simple mimicry. Though they use 
but one musical instrument, a gui- 
tar, they impersonate several, all 
vocally. These instrument imper- 
sonations are the Mills’ margin over 
the average singing foursome. 


Outstanding is the bass singer, 
who also handles the lone guitar. 
His is the tuba part in all arrange- 
ments, and nothing nearer the tuba 
has ever been heard excepting the 
instrument itself. While on the air 
this fellow’s bass part is the im- 
portant cog in the harmony; on a 
stage it bears an element of com- 
edy. The New York Paramount 
audience laughed in wonderment 
several times. : 


At the Par the boys were spotted 
in a special miniature stage set in 
tbout ‘two.”’- They looked okay in 
brown street suits. P. A. system 
installed all over the Par stage for 
Bing Crosby, who's on the same 
bill, is also used by the Mills and 
they come over the loud speaker in 
this theatre much like on the radio. 


Three songs and an encore were 
not enough for the audience. The 
applause was stepped on for run- 
ning time reasons, 

Publix is understood to have the 
Mills sewed up for the stage 
through its CBS connection, Act is 
under contract to the network. CBS 
booked them for the Par stage date 
and gets its usual commish. Bige. 





MAKER and REDFORD (2) 
Songs, talk, dancing 

2 Mins.; One 

86th St., New York 

Maker and Redford are a boy 
and girl act of some vaude stand- 
ing, now doing a new act. Patterned 
completely on the Burns and Al¢- 
len act. Comparison inescapable. 
Girl in the act even wears a dress 
and shoes that look like Gracie 
Allen’s and walks in the same 
mincing way. / 

Hard to understand just what is 
intended to accomplish by such 
obvious copies of name acts. Those 
who don’t know the Burns and Al- 
len act can like the Maker and Red- 
ford combo. When they get around 
to seeing the original they'll call 
it a copy. Looks like breaking down 
a good thing on RKO’s part. It's 
hardly likely to be Maker and 
Redford’s fault, since both seem to 
be capable enough to handle them- 
selves along lines of their own. 
Kauf. 





KENNY, HAMILTON and O’NEILL 
Talk, Singing 

11 Mins.; One 

Lyric 

Under-ordinary comedy and sing- 
ing act of three people, 1 m. 2 w. 
Only for where the audiences aren’t 
particular. 


The material is as poor as it’s 
poorly sold mostly by Hamilton, 
playing straight, and one 8f the 
girls, a comedienne. The other 
femme does blues singing unim- 
portantly and also takes part in a 
little foiling for comedy purposes. 
Hamilton seems to have a fairly 
good voice but doesn’t use it much. 
Char. 





JOSEF BLANK and Co. (2) 
Novelty 

11 Mins.; Three 

State 

Plays like a vet juggling and bal- 
ancing act, although not in ‘Varie- 
ty’s’ files. About three years ago 
an act billed as Marie Blank and 
Co., around with similar style turn. 
Marie Blank may be the woman 
here. 

Man does most of the work. He 
juggles umbrellas and other objects 
while supporting the boy in a head- 
to-head balance. His two final bits 
are flashy and good closers. 

Good for either end of the bill. 


BURNS, MORIARTY and BURNS 
Dances 
7 Mins.; One 
Jefferson 

Three nice looking chaps in a 
series of flashy dance routines, 
quite strong. Routines are remi- 
niscent of others around. Rhythm 
dances on mats, with a challenge 
number rounding out. 

Boys work in line half the time 
for snappy rhythm hoofing. Latter 
half is devoted to challenge dances, 





the way of legmania. 


RKO UNIT 


(Chester, New York) 

RKO booking department after 
weeks of looking at this act and that 
act, during which 120 agents argue 
and gas, finally settles on four acts 
to make the long trek over the Cana- 
dian Rockies, down the California 
coast and back to 47th street once 
more. The four so picked are the 
lucky ones. If intact No. 79 is cri- 
terion, the gassing was in vain. 
Even on a four-act show the RKO 
yen for tap dancers was gratified in 
two of the acts. One was all tap, 
the other a double solo dose with 
the finish tapping up and down 
stairs. What comedy there is, is 
sight. The next-to-closing spot is 
filled by two young ladies who sing. 
Van Cello and Mary open and the 
electric annunciators on each side 
of the proscenium say overture. 
Van Cello is an old trouper who has 
been tossing barrels around with his 
feet for years. Mary is the atmos- 
phere and brings on the props. The 
act is a nice opener and gives the 
show a 8start, 

Billy Farrell and Dad deuce. Tap- 
ping heavy in this act, with a strong 
leaning to the old-time heel-and- 
toe routines. The attempt at com- 
edy is weak. As wooden-shoe danc- 
ers both Farrell and his supposed 
dad are aces. They landed each 
time when they tripped the hoofs, 





ARTHUR JARRETT 

Crooner 

12 Mins.; Three 

Loop-End, Chicago 

Jarrett is the boy whose freak 
falsetto warbling in the Earl Burt- 
nett orchestra made him during the 
Summer just past something of a 
celebrity in Chicago. He is a prod- 
uct of radio; at least thanks to ra- 
dio he was one of the two headliners 
at this indie vaude house. When 
better known generally and with the 
expected radio build-up Columbia is 
promising he'll be a stage bet. Right 
now he needs the smoothness of ex- 
perience before the footlights. 


Unlike his contemporaries, Jar- 
rett’s voice is not easy to classify. 
Technically he’s a tenor but with a 
high range that in any ordinary 
throat would be a scream, yet man- 
ages to hold an odd, arresting mel- 
ody. He has had much work with 
Burtnett over WBBM and WGN be- 
sides appearing on a dozen or more 
small, cheap commercial programs 
in Chicago. He's staying behind to 
seek fortune while Burtnett returns 
to L. A. 

He varies his songs with hum- 
mine, crooning, boop-a-dooping and 
has the stage advantage of a nice 
build and front. That alone should 
set him squarely in the femme 
hearts. 


He's backed by two pianos which 
carry on while he goes off to catch 
his breath and straighten his tie. 
For an encore, Jarrett hauls out on 
the old guitar, squats against the 
sidewall and repeats the formula, 
And it’s a formula that works ap- 
parently without fail 


a 


THREE REILLYS 

Song and Dance 

8 Mins.; Three 

86th St. 

Three very agreeable Irish kids, 
two girls and a boy, doing simple 
harmony and varying song selec- 
tions with fast and intricate tap 
routines, 

Open with one girl at piano and 
boy seated with banjo, other girl, 
younger, out in front. Costumed 
rather stagily in gold satin. Go im- 
mediately into harmonized pop. 
Younger girl, a chubby kid, opens 
the stepping spree, with the others 
joining in for buck and winging, 
novelty bits and a military tap. Ted 
Lewis impersonations got excellent 
returns. 

This extremely indifferent crowd, 
responded promptly to the pleasing 
personalities of the ame" 

ush. 





ALBERT HAY MALOTTE 
Organist 
Warner's Western, Los Angeles 

Malotte has done a commendable 
about face with his expert organ- 
ology, switching from the difficult 
classic stuff to lighter pops, and 
clicking bigger as a result. 

An expert technician on the con- 
sole, he was a bit too musicianly 
for a picture house and the shift 
to the pop stuff cinches his mass 
appeal. 

Malotte’s the sole live entertain- 
ment touch at this new WB house, 
which otherwise plays the pick of 
the Warner product for three 
weeks or longer runs. Abel. 


WING WAH TROUPE (5) 
Jap Equilibrists 

8 Mins.; Full Stage 
Audubon 

Troupe of Japanese equilibrists, 
three men and two wornen, prob- 
ably a western vaude importation 
which is now presenting its turn as 
one of the vaude interpolations in 
Fanchon & Marco's Idea, ‘Lime- 
house Nights.’ 

A routine of the familiar Japa- 
nese equilibristic work is done in 
easy, skillful manner with the two 
girls doing one of the most effective 
balancing parts of the turn. 





each of the boys giving his best in 


Mark. 


but the time-killing gagging was ig- 
nored by the audience. 

Helen Yorke and Virginia John- 
son, two girls in hoop skirts next to 
closing. By the middle of this act 
the annunciators had finally caught 
up with the show. The girls use 4 
piano and sing solos and some har- 
mony. The act is rather highbrow 
in type and in quality of the voices. 

Charles Ahearn and his motley 
mob close. Comedy mostly sight. 
A boy tapper inserts two solos, and 
for the finale is brought out to 
dance up and down a pair of stairs. 
Ahearn and gang went okay, but 
not enough to take out the dark- 
brown taste of a peculiarly con- 
structed show up ahead. 

‘Woman Between’ (Radio) on the 
screen, Business light. Earl, 


LYRIC 


Here it’s vaude at its cheapest. 
That goes both for the admission 
and the show, with the latter the 
cheapest in view of a boost this 
week in b. o. scales. During week- 
days it's now 25c to 5 and 35c there- 
after, while on Saturdays and Sun- 
days it’s 25c to 1 and 35c to 5 
and 50c at night. It won't help if 
the vaude booked in isn't better. 
There's plenty of it in eight acts, 
but it’s not worth over 25c, if that 
much, of anybody's money. 

The show is long and tiresome. 
Every opportunity is given acts to 
pad and thus bring out everything 
they have, whether good, bad or 
impossible. Most of it on current 
show, as played Saturday, is of the 
smallest smalltime caliber. 

Harry and Lew Brandt, who 
opened the Lyric three weeks ago 
with a $2,500 show at a straight 26c 
admission, have changed pbookers, 
going from Fisher to Dow. Latter 
books vaude in a few unimportant 
eastern houses for independents. 
Sudden boost in prices, coincident 
with change in bookers and a cheap 
show, which is exactly what was 
delivered, does not indicate the 
Brandts feel so secure at the Lyric. 
Their position will become no more 
secure with amateurish smallitime, 
shows at a 35c and 50c top, if con- 
tinued. Had the two-bit general 
scale remained it still wouldn't 
have been the bargain that was 
handed the public at the start. 
Brandt needs better vaude if 
succeeding with the Lyric. Satur- 
day afternoon at 3 the theatre was 
half empty. Char. 


STATE 


One of the longest bills to play 
Loew's State in months, Bill ran 
over 100 minutes the first show Sat- 
urday for six acts, 

Not much life to the current bill 
and below par for Loew's ace house. 
Layout looks better on paper than 
it plays. Saturday audience warmed 
up to but one act, Jimmy Savo, 
headlining, who was forced to take 
two encores. 

Savo is back east with the same 
act he has been doing for years. 
Savo is one comedian who, no mat- 
ter how often seen, always draws 
a laugh. His pantomime here went 
big and he took two encores with 
comedy songs. Savo should tell his 
plant, who breaks a bottle in the 
balcony when Savo pretends to let 
a bean shooter fly in the audience, 
to lay off the unnecessary applause. 
Here he acted like a claque, ap- 
plauding whenever possible and pro- 
longing the hand clapping to get 
the rest of the house to join. Had 
the .whole balcony looking at him 
and commenting about it. Josef 
Blank and Co. (New Acts), @ strong 
balancing and juggling turn. 

Sonny O'Brien dueced, warbling 
some pops and Irish ballads in a 
sweet tenor. Hasn't much of a 
stage manner, but voice is likable 
and gets by. Phrasing appears as 
though it can be improved as 
O’Brien sings in a too conservative 
fashion. Girl at the piano, 

Andrini Brothers, with two un- 
billed girls, got over on the strength 
of the girls and the closing banjo 
numbers of the _ boys. Andrinis 
stick to banjo instrumentation, 
winding up with the some trick 
finger strumming. Girls do song 
and dances, both along comedy 
lines, and wind-up with a tap dance. 

Joe May and Dotty precede Savo 
with hoke crossfire that accom- 
plishes more in the neighborhoods 
than on Broadway. Girl is a cute 
blonde and an able foil. Act has 
been around with practically the 
same line of gags for some time. 
One of their best gags here was 
ruined by the failure of the stage- 
hand to reply as he should to a 
command of Joe May's. Latter got 
a laugh out of it, but the audience 
didn't. On the whole, turn liked 
although none too strong. 

Max Fisher and his Californians 
are making their first appearance in 
the east after a mid-west tour for 
RKO, Band is composed of 13 men, 
beside Fisher. Instrumentation is 
good, but with the exception of the 
closing number, ‘Goodnight Sweet- 
heart’ at this show, they don’t stick 
at it long enough. Break up all the 
instrumentation with vocal num- 
bers. solos and gag stabs. Too 
much warbling too. Band did 30 
minutes for the first show, too long 
and was probably cut to 25 or less 
for the following performances. 

Metro's ‘Madelon Claudet’ fea- 
tured and started packing them in 





early. 


—__—__——— 


| LOOP-END, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Nov. 14, 

Opening week at this house on 
its return to vaude after four yearg 
of burlesque was encouraging. Pub. 
lic immediately erased the burlesque 
memory of the Rialto and came in 
A aa ag and kids without hesita. 

on. 

House has set itself to cater to a 
certain class of vaude patrons and 
has an idea that it isn’t competin 
with the loop Palace at ali, With 
this notion in mind the booker in 
taking acts which have played the 
RKO spot a few weeks before. How. 
ard, Fine and Howard last week 
Fulton and Parker currently and 
Johnny Burke next week prove the 
point. All three are recent Pa 
numbers. 

: Show this week digests two head- 
liners which are newcomers to the 
—s platform. Both were nervous 

u 0th made good scordi io 
— lights. $ ee 

Raquel Torres from the sec 
and Art Jarrett, radio qnedebe ean 
of Earl Burtnett's band, and now 
hustling for himself, split the main 
een Both were recognized by 

nis audience and dre rele gz 
oe WwW a welcoming 

Jarrett (New Acts) was particu- 
larly nervous, but should stiffen up 
nicely after he’s plowed through a 
few performances, He was too shy 
at the first show to come out and 
take his deserved*bows. But this 
crooner remembered he had a voice 
and proceedéd to close his eyes to 
make believe he was still in front 
ofa mike. On voice and appearance 
he cinches without a dissenting 
note. Sang his pop tunes backed by 
a pair of pianos, then out for an 
encore plunking'a guitar and yodel- 
ing another best-selling song. An 
easy, personable stage singer who 
building on his radio rep, can soon 
establish himself, especially for the 
flap trade. 

Raquel Torres had a few appear- 
ances under her belt. A gal that sat. 
isfied ‘em from the start and held 
up the show strictly on her person- 
ality, of which she is overloaded. An 
innate showman who makes the 
most of her material, much of which 
could stand doctoring. 

Quizzed by Walter Kane, she held 
this mob interested with a few per- 
sonality tricks while she answered 
interview questions, noveltied a bit 
with some Mex comedy. Then a 
song and closed with a Hawaiian 
dance which revealed that she has 


lace 


even more than personality. Back 
for a speech, 

Show was over-melodied, with 
five of the six acts carrying ware 
bling and instrumentalizing. Thia, 
and the scarcity of comedy, were 


two flaws in the running. 

Opening were Szita and Anis Co., 
@& good dancing act. Pair work 
nicely together in the tough adagio 
numbers. Femme is a particularly 
nimble performer. In between the 
waits for the three numbers, an- 
other gal holds the audience nicely 
with her vocal chords. Fulton and 
Parket had trouble getting started 
at the first show, but finished fast 
on thelr talk and songs. 

Then Jarrett, followed by Miss 
Torres. Ward and Van _ closed, 
Same old pants slipping, but Loop- 
End isn't snooty, takes its hokum 
without criticism. 

Closing spot bounced around by 
the Four Clovers, bill's only silent 
turn. Regulation tumbling and 
teeter-board work. Novel note that 
all of the quartet were huskies, but 
took the air-hops cleanly. 

‘Reckless Living’ (U) feature and 
Universal-Daily News newsreel. 
Business held down at the opening 
picture by rain, but house filling 
rapidly during the vaude run-off. 
In order to squeeze five shows in 
on Saturday, opening show is nec- 
essarily pushed far ahead. 


JEFFERSON 


The Jeff finally brought ‘em in for 
that first of four shows Saturday. 
‘Five Star Final’ (WB) on the 
screen had ‘em standing behind 
ropes in the lobby waiting to take 
the load off their feet. The street 
where foreign newspapers fight 
toe-to-toe with American dailies on 
circulation poured its motley mobs 
into the RKO l4th street spot in 
droves. Readers of the ‘New 
Masses,’ ‘Daily Workers’ and ‘Mos- 
cow News’ decided they must have 
relaxation from the high-blood 
pressure meetings in Union square. 

Looks like RKO will have to pick 
talkers for 14th street instead of 
tossing the same fare they give the 
highbrow loge folks at their 86th 
street emporium. 

The vaude show started out okay, 
but the last half was shot full of 
tap dancing holes. Comments in 
the audience on tap dancing is now 
audible. They are far from compli- 
mentary. 

Vernon Rathburn, the sax wizard, 
opened, assisted by probably his dad 
and also three girls. The whole 
fang play saxes, which is broken 
up by a comedy toe dance done 
nicely by a girl and a light tap bY 
another femme. The finish otf fiv® 
saxes would hold more interest and 
go bigger if the house orchestra 
could be rehearsed by the act to 
play softer. A neat, entertaining 
act, nicely dressed all around 

Watts and Hawley opencd quietly, 


(Continued on page 39? 
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“(Continued from page 38) 


the folks for good-sized 
" petore they finished. Watts is 
- the old school among comedy 
2 He plants each word while 


singers. ~ 
stock still. It still gets 
— Belle Hawley, looking 
ee with her blonde smartness at 
a piano, raps the keys for Watts 
and solos. Talk in the act is up 
to snuff. Could have encored, but 
passed it up. 
Hap Hazard, the only flying 


yaude actor in America and who 
makes all jumps in his own plane, 
js doing his familiar hokum wire 
ard comedy bits. Hap is assisted 
py his wife, whom he does not bill. 
His style of slow-gaited silly com- 
edy wears well and builds. Hap is 
a good showman with am act that 
yaude can use in handy style today. 
His. wife walks the wire and aids 
all around. Well liked here. 

Jack Elliott and his Blue Moon 
Girls (New Acts) were the first of 
the tap dance barrage. Tap danc- 
ing is still okay for vaude in small 
doses, but lately it has become the 
pooker’s prop. Jim Toney, assisted 
by Gertrude Green, has enlarged his 
routine since at Loew’s State a 
short while back. The additions are 
funny, and at this house put Toney 
over. Miss Green is still indistinct 
in the opening, especially when 
turning her back on half the house. 
She taps, too, following a stage full 
of femme buck hoppers in the El- 
liott act. Toney got a bucketful of 
laughs and finished okay. 

Stevens Brothers and Herman 
with their big brown bear, slapping 
and wrestling stooges, which alone 
in itself is an act, have gone dizzy 
and added two little colored boys, 
who tap and tap and tap. New 
scenery which represents outside of 
a sideshow tent is also in. But 
those tappers! Fully four or five 
minutes of this act is used up for 
them. They fare lightly. When 
the act gets down to the bear and 
the comedy the laughs pour out and 
it then becomes a pleasure. Some- 
body’s wrong somewhere. Earl, 


86TH STREET 


A puzzler here this week. Good 
fare on the stage end, with nicely- 
balanced vaude and a draw picture 
in ‘Five Star Final’ (WB). But 
more than half empty Saturday af- 
ternoon. Maybe it’s football. 

James Hall (New Acts) doing a 
personal appearance got a nice 
hand on bowing in and a better one 
on the way out. Meaning that, for 
this house at least, he got over. 
Despite that he’ll have to have more 
material if he wants more vaude 
dates. Act as is looked sort of 
skimpy. 

Louis’ Berkoff started with his 
niné-people dance flash, one of the 
finest. It’s both fast and colorful, 
besides having a batch of very real 
scenery draped about it. 

Maker and Redford (New Acts) 
are now doing a Burns and Allien 
imitation, with the girl taking off 
Gracie Allen even as to mannerisms 
and clothes without announcement. 
For those people who don’t know 
the original act this couple clicks. 

Willie West and McGinty follow 
Hall to close the bill with their 
usual hokum layout for a _ nice 
laughing fadeout. Kauf. 


WARNERS, L. A. 


(New Policy) 


Los Angeles, Nov. 12. 
This Warner theatre and its 
Hollywood sister are heralding the 
return of stage shows with a prop 
grin, having been forced into the so- 
calléd local stage revival by a shift- 
ing of the better Warner film re- 
leases to the newly opened Warners’ 
pestern. Although the first $1,000 
: ert Levey vaude bill at the down- 
own, theatre is no panic on roller 
skates, it increased the attendance 
notably opening day in a disadvan- 
tageous hookup with Dolores Cos- 
ello’s ‘Expensive Women’ (War- 
ners), day and dating both houses. 
pe another example of vaudeville 
fondling bravely to an ultimate 
nale with several cans of film tied 
rene its neck. 
4-2 any charges of poor booking 
bo Bert Levey office can truthfully 
got that acts available locally 
thi, very limited. Sharp proof of 
S$ is that two acts on the current 
vo aad from the previous weak 
aaa ng show of the Carthay Circle's 
The one-week try at straight vaude. 
a a Covans (only Four until 
= ave played every local opera 
Toutis So often they could do their 
ao” barefoot and not pick up a 


tumnenins act, Three Dynamos, is a 
a comic’, crew of two straights and 
Presence, and was without any stage 
assed © on the opening show. It 
y th cold, possibly contributed to 
Ouse. Strangeness of vaude in the 
@ Will mack Lee, ventriloquist with 
Tespon osers drawl, awakened some 
act ef tt With a haphazard, intimate 
dresgj ane old school and is worth 
Ol ng with more modern delivery. 
er, _ Mishka, with a dance part- 
girl ai five-piece Russian band, a 
dancer oc and a Russian knife- 
NE act Carried a fairly entertain- 
That Hi ngs an unexpected climax. 
shoulan*s. When Miss Mishka’s 
Sinnin Fr strap snapped at the be- 
§ of a waltz routine, starting 
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a battle with the slipping gown 
which was won half the time by the 
gown. And next to the gown was 
Miss Mishka in person. 


In next-to-closing Nelson and 
Knight, sailor comic with queenly 
femme straight, ambled through a 
collection of material that brought 
them nowhere. Then the Covans, 
original four augmented by a strut 
dancer and a blues shouter, and all 
colored, It’s a fast stepping ses- 
sion (three girls and three boys) 
and should have been given some 
out-of-town dates so it wouldn't 
have become so boresomely familia 


overture which wound up like twice 
as many men. Naturally it has net 
achieved consistent smoothness yet. 

Selling its stuff at 25 cents before 
1 p. m., 35 cents afternoons and four 
bits for evening trade, Warners isn’t 
overcharging for its program films 
and vaude. 

But Bert Levey must strain a 
tendon in search of better acts if the 
policy is to be maintained only so 
long as the grosses pay for it. He 
can find them if anyone can. 

Bang. 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Nov. 14. 

Four Marx Brothers opened to 
rainy weather and a holdout of 
negligible proportions. Intermit- 
tent showers during the afternoon 
could have worked either way as 
far as the box office was con- 
cerned. Under the week’s salary 
load it'll take around $30,000 for 
the house to break. It’s a figure 
that the boys should have no 
trouble hitting and most likely 
clearing. 

Bookers haven’t built »a very 
strong show around them. Major 
share of the purse, $9,500 net, be- 
ing heaved their way, there wasn’t 
much left to go around. In the 
strive for economy the bill was 
limited to three other acts, with 
each of the latter coming in the 
small money class. 

For their second stand at the 
Palace within a year the Marx 
boys are using the Napoleon-Jose- 
phine skit out of the Follies as the 
background and skeleton on which 
to. hang their now standardized 
casserole of tomfoolery. Show at the 
first performance ran 68 minutes, 
with the Marx family taking only 
24 minutes of it. Laughs came in 
spasms and starts, with the im- 
t..2ssion gained that there was a 
lot of stalling going on to even fiil 
out that amount of time. Brightest 
moment in the Marx routine was 
the Harpo interlude at the golden 
strings. And how they pounded for 
more! That first show mob may not 
have departed disappointed, but 
they surely didn’t look totally sat- 
isfied. 

Bill’s opening spot brought Har- 
ris Twins and Gloria Lee, a spruce 
good-looking trio with a nice as- 
sortment of tap dancing and piano 
tinkling. Although it could stand 
better pacing and some shearing, 
the turn fitted into the niche ac- 
ceptably. Girl's fast cartwheel 
might be shifted from the next-to- 
closing bit to the last for a punch 
finish. Has every chance of prov- 
ing more effective. 

Summers and Hunt stretch out 
five minutes of laugh script to more 
than twice that clocking. Cross- 
fire drags unnecessarily, giving the 
customers more than enough time 
to recall the answers before the 
team gets around to unloading it. 
Patter of this mixed pair is soggy 
with double entendres, and in many 
spots could, for the good of all con- 
cerned, take some hefty scrubbing. 

Strange as it may seem, the out- 
standing applause hit of the entire 
performance was the act that fol- 
lowed Summers and Hunt and pre- 
cede the Marx Brothers, It took a 
conjurer of hats, tennis balls and 
Indian clubs to bring down that 
house, and the lad that stopped 
that show and held it stopped was 
Bobby May. It looked a walkaway 
for him from the very start of 
his act when during a preliminary 
Indian club bit he and his stooge, 
Joe Holmes, down in the front row, 
went at it thick and heavy. That 
started them laughing and this 
rumble from all parts of the house 
continued right through while May 
tossed off his jugglery bits, with 
frequent and ngenen interruptions 

he Holmes sector. ; 
Sener Foley Herself’ (Radio) 
topped the screen bill. 





Picture Minded 


Publishers are now buying mate- 
rial with the direct intent of mak - 
ing their biggest money in selling 
to the picture companies. Accord- 
ing to writers material which hasn't 
picture possibilities stands little 
chance of going to press. 

Instance is the buying by a pub- 
lishing house from a newspaperman 
of a story which a major film com- 
pany has under consideration. Au- 
thor has informed the picture firm 
of the sale and that all further busi- 
ness must be done through the pub- 


lisher. 





to local audiences. What’s more, 
it’s worth the time, 

A 10-piece pit band accompanied | 
proceedings with an apparent abil- 
ity, demonstrating what it should 
shape into during a pop medley 





RKO, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Nov. 12. 

What-a-Man Hudson should be 
lodestone but he turned out to be 
What-a-Flop when opening orig- 
inally with What-a-Ma Kennedy, at 
the Golden Gate, ’Frisco. The next 
week Joe Laurie, Jr., took What-a- 
Man along as a stooge but it didn’t 
help the Oakland gross any, with 
some negative reaction audibly 
voiced, although biz maintained its 
average pace. Locally the Rev. 
What-a-Man doesi’t seem to mean 
anything either. 

Laurie dovetails What-a-Man 
into the finale of his act, bringing 
on a pseudo reporter with What-a, 
but it’s the snappy Laurie chatter 
that gets ’em. 

Show in toto is flat. Local four 
acts are so-so and general eight- 
act composite runs 90 minutes, 
which is plenty overtime. Will have 
to be trimmed. 

In sequence Shattuck and Ward 
open with fair jugglery. Deucing 
mildly is Peewee Murray and Co., 
three juvenile hillbillies. Peewee is 
up front for the vocal-yodel stuff. 

In the trey Harry Hayden Co., 
with a long-winded sketch. can 
stand cutting on their material. 
Some laffs happen after a while. 
Props didn’t do right by ’em, either 
on their stage set. This is one of 
Bern Bernard’s local specials, a 
trivial farcelet of four people (two 
couples) with an obvious denoue- 
ment, 

Ray Hughes and Pam start the 
regular unit procession. Hughes 
does his prattfalls for strong re- 
turns but the team overstays gen- 
erally. 

Christiansen Bros. (2) with femme 
vis-a-vis do some excellent ballet 
terp work and register. They carry 
a private maestro. 

Bernard and Henrie with their 
special lyrics registered. Girls 
have the same nice style and de- 
livery. They, like Ray Hughes and 
Pam, also made quite some use of 
the orchestra leader and the trench 
unionists for straighting. 

Laurie has checked his a, k. 
stooges and now has a flock of 
juvenile assistants. Laurie first 
clinches himself with consistently 
effective chatter; then brings on 
the singer, girl stepper and the 
three -hoofers. 

What-a-Man Hudson next is 
harmlessly held down, doing stooge 
for Laurie which, at $400 a week, 
makes him the. world’s highest 
priced stooge. Hasn’t any act of 
his own to speak of. He’s just a 
pawn for Laurie. 

‘Lady from Nowhere’ (Chester- 
field) on screen. Abel. 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


(Continued from page 37) 


with Jenks and running through 
Chief Clearsky. Latter, an Iroquois, 
sings in tenor and gags about him- 
self for a single solo to wipe up 
with a take off on the modern 
dances, showing how they are re- 
lated to the old Indian style of 
hoofing on the plains. Kanzawa 
Japs, six, finish the program with 
some crack risley work. 

Shorts on the program as addi- 





tional screen fare include ‘Mickey 
Mouse’ cartoon and a ‘Curiosity’ 
piece. Fox News on wide screen 


and some trailer stuff. Unit runs 
around 40 minutes against the fea- 
ture’s 66. Lyman’s 12 minutes and 
eight for Ron and Don make an 
hour’s stage entertainment. Shan. 


Paramount, Newark 


Newark, Nov. 13. 

Not a great show, but it has mo- 
ments. One is furnished by the 
Robbins Trio, skaters, two men and 
a girl, who stir with startling 
stunts. Another high point is made 
by a contortionist with the Matt 
Shelveys, dancers. He produces 
most of his distortions quickly 
while dancing, but does one amaz- 
ing inversion of his body slowly to 
acclaim. Two men in this act also 
please with fast acrobatic stuff, in- 
cluding good comedy bumps, tum- 
bles and tangles. 

Eight girls appear several times 
before their own sets in novelties. 
First, in the semi-dark they ma- 
neuver beating drums, then in di- 4 
vided skirts and carrying huge 
green fans they dance and form 
striking patterns with the fans, 
and, last, against a black-and-gold 
background they wear a few inches 
of spangles and trail black-and- 
gold maribou and do taps on a short 
flight of stairs. 

The Paige Sisters and Billy Kelly 
have the merit of being different. 
A bit of a story with Kelly making 
love to three sisters separately. 
Finally their mother serves as a 
background for dancing in which 
two sisters please. Kelly is pretty 
weak, but he sings and dances with 
each one of the girls, and at last 
with three. Act needs tuning up. 

Gale and Carson in depression 
costumes without any pants dance, 
while a girl sings. Besser and Bal- 
four arouse laughter with nonsense, 
and they sing. These acts are not 
among the mentioned moments. 

The bill is unusually short and 
is eked out by comedy as well as 


the usual Par news. ‘Touchdown’ 
is the feature. 

House going toward capacity 
when left early. Austin. 


Stock Market 





(Continued from page 7) 
weeks the Orpheum senior stock 
was selling at a premiunr over its 
parity in conversion into RKO, 

Minority Opposition 


RKO stockholders promptly 
moved for some protective cam- 





paign, but whether they will be 
| able to make any progress at the 
stockholders’ meeting set for Dec. 


10, or will be able to 
operation through court 
seemed to depend largely upon 
where stock control lay. Consensus 
in the Street was that, if the new 
plan is made effective, it will mean 
the control of the property by Gen- 
eral Electric. RKO’s announcement 


action, 


by the stockholders, and it is taken 
for granted that the finances will 
come from the RCA ally, General 
Electric. 


Apparently the market found no 
favor for RCA’s part in the opera- 
tion, for that stock, noted for its 
sponsor's ability to defend it against 
attack, was battered to 4 new all- 
time low of 95%, compared to its low 
near 11 during the crash of Oct. 5. 

Whatever the effect upon stock- 
holders of the new RKO pronounce- 
ment, the situation seemed to have 
no terrors for the old Keith bond 
owners, for dealings in that secur- 
ity were at a minimum and the 
price even edged up a fraction. Sug- 
gestion here is that perhaps the 
bogy raised by the receivership ref- 
erence might not be so threaten- 
ing. Perhaps the bondholders felt 
that if the receivership loomed with 
immediate menace, the company 
would probably have waited for a 
move from the bondholder, or from 
other creditors, instead of raising 
the cry of ‘Wolf’ itself. 

Another bit of news that carried 
the reverse of cheer among holders 
of amusement stocks was the an- 
nouncement of Warner Brothers of 
the intention to revalue its common 
stock at par of $5 instead of $25, 
another case of deflation in which 
the 1929 fad of stock splitups was 
being reversed. Effect of this ma- 
neuver was to create a strictly book- 
keeping surplus of $59,305,193, by a 
sort of accounting magic. Old 
shares at $25 represented a liability 
of $78,311,263, since the shares were 
carried on the books at what the 
company received on subscription, 

Marking them down to $5, of 
course, automatically transferred 
four-fifths of that sum to the credit 
side. Transaction, of course, has no 
effect upon value of the shares, 
which still represent the same part- 
nership equity per share, but the 
fictitious surplus item did not ap- 
peal favorably to the bondholders. 
Warner loans slumped sharply, de- 
clining 7% net to 42% on relatively 
heavy dealings amounting to $146,- 
000, largest turnover of an amuse- 
ment lien in the bond section. Other 
bonds were quiet and strong, with a 
jump of 3 points in the Pathe loan, 
which also goes to discount the idea 
of an RKO receivership, Pathe hold- 
ing a large sum of RKO notes, out- 
come of the Pathe purchase some 
months ago.’ 

While the fireworks were going 
off in Warner and RKO, Fox stock 
remained quiet, dealings running in 
small volume and price changes only 
fractionally downward. 

Theatre stocks, of course, would 
have sold off during the week with- 
out the flurry in RKO, since the 
leaders had been pushed up rather 


oppose the} 





makes it plain that RCA will take | 
up subscription rights left to lapse | 





rapidly as part of the general mar-# 


ket spurt. The recovery had been 
based on sensational advances in 
grains, cotton and silver principally, 
and when it became evident that 
speculation had played an abnor- 
mally large part in this development 
instead of it being caused by basic 
improvement, there was bound to be 
a severe reaction. 

Point to examine at this time is 
whether last week's correction was 
sufficient to clear the atmosphere or 
whether additional liquidation is 
likely to depress security prices 
further. 

Chart readers maintain that the 


jtape action is not a conclusive signal 
|for a broad decline, since the losses 


from the peak of the recovery 
amount to only about one-third of 
the gain from the October lows to 
the recent peaks, a normal correc- 
tive reaction. 

The Bear Picture 


Feowever, a large number of piv- 
otal stocks have broken resistance 
levels; certain important rails, N. Y. 
Central in particular, have sunk to 
new lows for a generation or so, and 
all signs seem set for a break to test 
the bear market lows of Oct. 5. The 
meeting of Congress is only a few 
weeks distant, and that circum- 
stance carries possibilities of market 
disturbance. The bullish influence 
of possible war in the Far East ap- 
pears to have passed, and basic bus- 
iness has done little to encourage a 
belief in nearby trade revival. 

Last week brought an aggregate 
decline of 46 points in 15 issues of 
‘Variety’s’ list, as against an aggre- 
gate increase of 4 in three issues. 
Widest break was in Eastman Ko- 
dak, one of the few surviving $100 
stocks and lately subjected to wild 
fluctuations. Drop came in the face 
of continuance of the regular rate 
and also the usual extra of 75 cents, 

Drop of 2% in Loew was signifi- 
cant of the special disfavor in which 
amusement stocks are held for the 
time being. Inspired statements 
that found their way into print made 
it look almost certain that the direc- 


tors at their next dividend meeting, _ 


due yesterday (Mon.), would vot 
the annual $1 extra. The Loew pre- 
ferred was one of the few issues to 
show a plus mark. 

Consolidated Film Industries, 
which had been doing extremely well 
marketwise, gave way rather sharp- 
ly, even on minor volume, both 
issues losing more than 2 points. 
Company is reported to have im- 
portant operations under way, and 
the stock could easily be made a 
spectacular performer under pool 
sponsorship. 

Late in the week there were evi- 
dences of support in Paramount, 
which under heavy offerings dipped 
closed to 14, but rallied nearly a full 
point while the decline was continu- 
ing elsewhere, 





Iacorporations 





Oklahoma 
Morgan Theatre Corp., Henrietta, Okla. 
Capital $10,000; Charles Blain, Essie 
Marie Blain and J. T. Richards. 
CALIFORNIA 


Sacramento, Nov. 16. 

Screen Gems, Inc., Los Angeles. Capl- 
tal stock 1060 shares, none subscribed, 
Loyd Wright, Samuel E. Wright, Charles 
E. Millikan, Richard M. Goldwater, 
Herschel B. Green. 

Dancing Teachers Business Association 
of Los Angeles. No capital stock. 
Maurice L. Kusell, Charles Mosconi, Elisa 
Ryan, Wanda Krazer, Earle Wallace. 

Name of Spanish American Pictures, 
Ltd., changed to Standard Sound Sys- 
tem, Inc, 
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Summary for week ending Saturday, Nov. 14: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 
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VARIETY 


Tuesday, November 17, 193}: 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (NOV. 21) 
THIS WEEK (NOV. 14) 


Numerals in connection with bills below Ind:cate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 














RKO | 





NEW YORK CITY 
Palace (21) 
Serge Flash 
3 Rhythm Boys 
Janet Reade 
Burns & Allen 
George Jessel 
Eddie Cantor 
Benny Meroff 
(14) 
Serge Flash 
3 Rhythm Boys 


Orch 





Frank Devoe 
M Montgomery 
White & Manning 
Joe Herbert 
Comic Strips 
Irving O’Dunne 

yal 

ist half (21-24) 
Chas Prelle 
Lambe & Bellitt 
Pilcer & Douglas 
Herbert Faye Co 











At Loew's State, 





3—ACTS—3 


JOSEPH BLANK & CO. 
JOE MAY and DOTTY 
SONNY O’BRIEN 


Thru LEDDY & SMITH 


N. Y¥. C.—Now 














Janet Reade 

Burns & Allen 
George Jessel 
Eddie Cantor 
Benny Meroff Orch 


Chester 


ist half (21-24) 
Watts & Hawley 
Al Abbott 
Dave Apollon Co 
(One to fill) 

2d half (25-27) 
4 Casting Stars 
Lee Lee Leo & Lee 
Chas Melson 
(One to fill) 

2d half (18-20) 
Deno & Rochelle 
Roy Huling 
Sunkist E Nelson 
Royal Uyenos 


Coliseum 
Ist half (21-24) 
pmvilson Kepple & B 
Bert Lahr Co 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (26-27) 
Joe Peanuts 
Howard Fein & H 
Hal Jerome 
Challenge Rev 
2d half (18-20) 
Louis Berkoff Ge 
Irving Caesar 
Lou Holtz Co 





Frank & Eugenie 
Carney 
Gloom Chasers 
Fred Pisano Co 
Sequel of Rhythm 


Millard & Marlin 
Geo Schreck Co 


(Two to fill) 
2d half (25-27) 


& Jean 


2d half (18-20) 


Keo Taki & Yoki 
Seed & Snyder 
Italian Bd 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
Albee (21) 
Theodore E & N 
Frank Libuse 
Adelaide Hall 
Harry Langdoa 
(One to fill) 
(14) 
Mangean Tr 
Al Abbott 
J & K Lee 
Dave Apollon 
Flushing 
ist half (21-24) 
Lewis & Moore 
James Hall 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (25-27) 
Lewis & Altee 
Marjorie White 
Devito & Denny 
(One to fill) 
2d half (18-20) 








OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 
DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 Broadway 
This Week: Bobby Clark:—Cunning- 


ham & 


Clemons 








h St. 

Ist half (21-24) 
Lewis & Altee 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (25-27) 
Rae Samuels 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (18-20) 
Harris 2 & Loretta 
Joe Termini 
Rita Gould 
Bert Lahr Co 

Fordham 

Ist half (21-24) 
Harris 2 & Loretta 
Alan Brooks Co 
Rae Samuels 
(One to fill) 

2d half (25-27) 
Lou Holtz Rev 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (18-20) 
Cunningham & C 
Maker & Redford 
Jerry Co 
James Hall 

Franklin 

Ist half (21-24) 
Mangean Tr 
Dorval Ostrow & S 
Lou Holtz Rev 
(Three to fill) 

2a half (25-27) 
Chas Prelie 
Mayo & Evans 


Bob Ripa 
Nel Kelly 
Marty May 
Show Boat Rev 
Kenmore 
ist half (21-24) 
Fortunello & Ciril 
Hope Vernon 
Marty May 
Anatole’s Show B't 
2d half (25-27) 
Pilecer & Douglas 
Mardo & Bennett 
Nell Kelly 
Bert Lahr Co 
2d half (18-20) 
Johnny Pastime Rv 
Al Mamaux 
Bayes & Speck 
Count Bernivici Bd 
Madison 


ist haif (21-24) 
4 Casting Stars 
Lee 7.4) Lee & Lee 
Chas Welson 
(One to fill) 

2d haif (25-27) 
Killeen & Henning 
Watts & Hawley 
1 Abbott 
Dave Apollon Co 

2d half (18-20) 
Pilcer & Douglas 
The Jovers 
Wilson Bros 








Harris & Van 


Carl Shaw Co 








CHRISTENSEN 
BROS. AND COMPANY 
“Creators of the Modern Ballet’ 
This week RKO Hillstreet, Los Angeles, Cal. 


Dir. ROGE 


R MURREL 





—— 





Joe Freed Co 
Sylvia Clark 
Karoli Bros 
2a half (18-20) 

Joe Bonell 

Stevens Bros 
Nest & Juyl 
Wilt Osborne 


F & J Hubert 
Jack Petit & B'ddy 
Hippodrome (21) 


Mack Horald & B 
Poodles Hanaford 
Madeline Patrice 
Joe Herbert Co 


. Willie West & McG 


Burns & Kissen 
14) 
Fiochi Tr 
Clark & Smith 
Jean Bedini 
Cliff Nazarro 
Reilly Kids 
Seiler & Wills 
Sylvia Clark 
Norman Thomas 6 
Jefferson 
Ist half (21-24) 


Seymour & Corncob 


Joe Freed Co 
Mardo & Bennett 
Geo Schreck 
Sylvia Clark 
Italian Bd 
2a half (25-27) 
4 Ortons 
Crowell & Allan 
Berkoffs 
Jack Petit & B’ddy 
2d half (18-20) 
Arieys 


AKRON, O. 
Palace 


Ist half (21-24) 
Remos’ Midgets 
yrace Doro 
Wally Vernon 
Harry Carroll’s Co 

2d half (25-27) 
Round Up of Steps 
Gerald Griffin 
Irene Rich Co 
Lander Bros 

2d half (18-20) 
Mulroy NcN & R 
Ashley Paige 
Harry J Conley 
Fifi D'Orsay 

ALBANY, N. Y. 

Keith's 

Ist half (21-24) 

Kitchen Pirates 


Butler & Santos 
Nan Halperin 
Pepito 


2d half (25-27) 
Wally Jackson Co 
Galli Rint & Sis 
Harry J Conley Co 
Healy & Cross 

2d half (18-20) 


Irma Ward Girls 


Michigan (14) 
Boyd Senter 
(To fill) 

ATLANTA, GA, 

Keith's (21) 
E & J Rooney 
Jack North 


Rosette & Luttman 
(14) 
T & B Waters 


Barry 
Diamond Boys 


Wallace Sis 


Annie Judy & Zeke 
(14) 


¢ 
Togo & C Blossoms 
B & J Browne 
George Beatty 
Jack Randall 
BIRM’GM’M, ALA, 
Keith’s (21) 
Togo & Cherry B 
B & J Browne 
George Beatty 
Jack Randall 
(14) 
Edler & Reed Bros 
Phil Rich 
Larry Rich 
BOSTON, MASS. 
Keith’s (21) 
Bill Robinson 
‘Hot from Harlem’ 
(14) 
Mangean Girls 
Talent & Merit 
DePace Co 
Senator Murphy 
June Carr Co 
A & M Havel 
Peter Higgins 
Kitayama Japs 
BUFFALO, N. Y. 
Hippodrome (21) 
Mulroy McN & R 
Clyde Hager 
Lee Morse 
Ross Wyse Co 


Hal Nieman 
Keller Sis & Lynch 
& Whitledgo 


CALGARY, CAN. 
Keith’s (21) 


Bob Nelson 
Owen McGivney 





Anger & Fair 


Wm Edmunds Co 
DAYTON, O. 
Keith’s (21) 

Yoki Japs 

Honey Boys 

Wills & Davis 

Marcella’s Dancers 

(14) 

Vardell Bros 

Yorke & Goldle 

B Wells & 4 Fays 

Emil Boreo 

DES MOINES, IA, 

Keith’s 
Ist half (21-24) 

5 Elgins 

Marion Sunshine 

Hurst & Vogt 

2d half (25-27) 

Downey & Claridge 

Pall Mall 

Porcelain Romance 

2d half (18-20) 

A & G Falls 

Dave Vine 

Colby Murry Rev 

DETROIT, MICH. 
Hollywood 

ist half (21-24) 
McCann Sis 
June Purlane Co 

2d half (25-27) 
(To fill) 

2d half (18-20) 

Turner Bros 

(To fill) 

IND’APOLIS, IND. 
Keith’s (21) 

Mary Palmer 

Bobby Folsom 

Baby Rose Marie 

Mills & Robinson 

The DeToregoes 

4) 


Neale Sis 

The Ghezzis 
Marg’rite & Farnell 
Russian Revels 





Radio’ Jacks & Q’n 
ANN A’B’R, M’CH, 





geles ‘‘Herald.’ 
Week Nov. 
Utah. 

Dir. 


JEROME MANN 


“I Is a masterful master of eoremonies.’’ Lot Aan- 
‘18—RKO Orpheum, Salt Lake City, 
Bernard Burke—Jack Curtis Office 








(14) 
Lita Wales 
Harry Delmar 
C’DR RAPIDS, IA. 
Keith’s 

Ist half (21-24) 
Dorothy Co 
Reynolds & White 
Sid Marion 
2d half (25-27) 
5 Elgins 
Marion Sunshine 
Hurst & Vogt 
2d half (18-20) 
Sandy Lang Co 
Howe Leonard & K 
Zelaya 
CHICAGO, ILL. 

Palace (21) 
Case Bros & M 
Cass Mack & O 
Bomby Co 
Dr Rockwell 
The Merediths 

14 


(14) 

Gloria Lee Co 
Summers & Hunt 
Bobby May 
4 Marx Bros 
CINCINNATI, 0. 

Albee (21) 
James Evans Co 
Ashley Paige 
Daphne Pollard 
Lew Pollock Co 





Shaw & Lee 


Clyde Cook 
Johnny Perkins 
KANS. CITY, MO. 
Keith’s (21) 
Stanley 2 
Eddie White 
Ross & Bennett 
Runaway 4 
(14) 
Southern Gaieties 
Leon Navarra 
Henry Bergman 
Hal Sherman 
LINCOLN, NEB. 
Lyric (21) 
A & G Falls 
Dave Vine 
Colby Murry Rev 
L’S ANG’L’S, CAL. 
Hillstreet (21) 
Ann Pritchard 
Art Henry 
C & J Preisser 
Toto 
(14) 


The Christensens 
Ray Hughes & P 
Bernard & Henrie 
Joe Laurie Jr 
Shattuck & Ward 
Pee Wee Murray 
Harry Hayden Co 
LOUISVILLE, KY. 
Keith’s (21) 
Maximo 
Furman S & L 








Dir., WM. 
JAMES 


~TKE ROSE'S MIDGETS 


BOOKED SOLID FOR RKO 


DIAMOND 


PLUNKETT OFFICE 








(14) 

Case Bros & Marie 
Cass Mack & Owen 
Bomby Co 

Dr Rockwell 

The Merediths 


CLEVELAND, 0O. 
Palace (21) 

Gloria Lee Co 

Summers & Hunt 

Robby May 

4 Marx Bros 


(14) 
Remos’ Midgets 
Ross Wyse Co 
Irene Rich Co 
Wally Vernon 
Harry Carroll's Co 
105th St. (21) 
Atlas LaMarr & B 
Weaver Bros & EB 
Home Folks 
(14) 

Yoki Japs 

Honey Boys 

Wills & Davis 

Marcella’s Dancers 
COLUMBUS, O. 

Keith’s (21) 

Russian Art Circus 

Hugh Skelly 

Gus Van 

Puck & White 


J Mills & Robinson 
Lew Pollock Co 
Daphne Pollard 
DALLAS, TEX, 
Keith's (21) 
The Duponts 


Arnaut Bros 
Frank Richardson 
(14) 


Geo Tapps 
John Steele 
Harlemania 
Stuart & Lash 
DAVENPORT, IA 
Keith's 

Ist half (21-24) 

Sandy Lang Co 


Zelaya 

2d half (25-27) 
Bernice & Emily 
Reynolds & White 
Sid Marion 

2d half (18-20) 








Lee 2 Co 


———= — 


May Joyce 


Morton & Chandler 


Howe Leonard & K 


Audrey Wyckoff Co 


8 Feet of Rhythm 
Larry Rich Co 
(14) 
May Palmer 
Bobby Folsom 
Bee & Ray Goman 
Vie Oliver Co 
Baby Rose Marie 
Howard Fine & H 
MADISON. WIS. 
Keith's 
Ist half (21-24) 
Jack Gwynne Co 
Eddie Stanley 
Y'gst’rs of Y’st'rd’y 
2d half (25-27) 
Edler & Reed Bros 
Victor Oliver 
3 Swifts 
2d half (18-20) 
Ike Rose's Midgets 
MILW’KEE, WIS. 
Keith’s (21) 
Charles Carrer 
Foy Foy & Foy 
Irene Vermillion 
McLallen & Sarah 
14) 


3 Lordens 

Anita Case 

Brems F & M Bros 
Ledova 

MIN’P’LIS, MINN. 

Keith’s (21) 

3 Lordens 

Anita Case 


Ledova 
(21) 


Ada Brown 
Ferry Corwey 
Pop Cameron 
N’SHV’LLE, 
Kelth’s (21) 
Enos Frazere 
Lubin Larry & A 
Cardint 
Carl Freed Co 


NEWARK, N. J. 
Keith’s (21) 
Bob Ripa 
Morton & Parks 
(Three to fill) 
(14) 
Joe Peanuts 
Maidie & Ray 
Carter Bros Rey 
Frank Libuse 
Nick Lucas 





Brems F & M Bros 


Robinson & DeWitt 


T’NN. 


N. ORLEANS, LA. 
Orpheam (20) 

Lois Torres 

Eddie Milter 

M & A Skelly 

Pat sae 2+ Ce 


BE & J Rooney 

Jock North 

Annie Judy & Zeke 

Lee 2 Co 

OAKLAND, CAL. 

Keith’s (12) 

Earl Jack & Betty 

Fields & Bell 

Roxy's Gang 

Lewis & Ames 

4) 

Ann Pritchard 

Art Henry 

C & J Preisser 

Toto 

OMAHA, NEB. 
Keith’s (21) 

Rhapsody in Silk 

Birnes & Kaye 

Karyl Norman 

Harry Burns Ce 

(14) 

Stanley 2 

Eddie White 

Ross & Bennett 

Runaway 4 

OTTUMWA, IA. 
Keith’s (21-22) 

A & G Falls 

Dave Vine 





Colby Murry Rev 


Erma Ward Co 
Roxy LaRocca 
Bob LaSalle 
Teck Murdock Co 
2a half (25-27) 
Butler & Santos 
Nan Halperin 
Kitchen Pirates 
2a half (18-20) 
4 Sullys 
Carney & Jean 
Galli Rini & Sis 
Harry Savoy 
SEATTLE, WASH. 
Keith’s (21) 
Lido Ladies 
Coscia & Verdi 
Kitty Doner 
Billy Glason 
(14) 
Kluting’s Ceo 
Forum Boys 
Dodge 2 
Sammy Cohen 
SIOUX CITY, TA. 
Keith’s (21) 
Downey & Claridge 
Pall Mall 
Porcelain Romance 
SPRINGFIELD, O. 
Keith’s (21) 
Neale Sis 
The Ghezzis 
Johnny Perkins 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 
Keith’s (21) 
Ruiz & Bonita 
Hunter & Percival 











JACK POWELL 


RADIATES REMARKABLE 
RHYTHM 
LEDDY & SMITH 








Picture Theatres 








NEW YORK CITY 
way (14) 
Lita Grey Chaplin 
Slim Timblin 
Lewis & Moore 
Gold & Rey 
Capitol (138) 
“Jade” I 
Ross & Edwards 
Rodion Dancers 
Kikutas 
Sanami & Micha 
‘Phantom of Paris’ 
Paramount (13) 
‘Stardust’ I 
Bing Crosby 
Armida 
Harriet Hoctor 
Mills Boys 
‘Touchdown’ 


Roxy (13) 
Patricia Bowman 
Arthur Mahoney 
Hall Johnson 
The Maxellos 
‘Ambassador Bill’ 


CHICAGO, ILI. 
Loop End (21) 
E Philmore Co 
Joe Christy Co 
Johnny Burke 
Tom Brown & Bros 
(Two to fill) 
BUFFALO, N. Y¥. 
Buffalo (13) 
Duke Ellington Or 
O'Donnell & Blair 
‘Touchdown’ 





H e@ (13) 
Keller Sis & Lynch 
Barry & Whitledge 
Diamond Boys 
CLEVELAND, O. 
State (13) 
‘Going Going Gone’ 
Adier & Bradford 
Roma Bros 
Trado 2 
Don Howard 
Sylvia Miller 
‘Cisco Kid’ 
DETROIT, MICH, 
Fisher (13) 
Johnny Burke 
Chaney & Fox 
Stone & lee 
Wan Wan San Tr 
Fox (13) 
‘Hot Java’ 
Jim McDonald Co 
Armanda Chirot 
Stan Meyers 
Michigan (13) 
Louis Hungry 6 
Bob Nolan 
La Salle & Mact 
‘Rich Man’s Folly’ 
PHILADELPHIA 
Nixon’s Grand (13) 
20th Century Rev 
Nicola the Great 
PROVID'NCE, R. I. 
Fay’s (13) 
Santos & Butler 
Reeve's 4 
Irving Newhoff 
C & B Leroy 








Loew 











PATERSON, N. J. 
Keith's 





ist half (21-24) 
Frank & Eugenie 
Sugar Marcel 
Goss & Barrows 
Norman Thomas §& 
Watson Sis 

2a half (25-27) 
Mangean Girls 
Wilson Bros 

Jack Herbert Ce 
James Hall 

Pepito 

2a half (18-20) 
Bob Stickney 
Watts & Hawley 
Harry K Morton 
Harris & Van 
Pierce Veilie Co 


PITTSBURGH, PA. 
Kelith’s (21) 
Koran 
PORTLAND, ORE. 
Keith’s (21) 
Swan Lucille & C 
Lassiter Bros 
Harrington Sis 
Herman Timberg 
(14) 


Aussie & Cbhech 
Flo Lewis 

Eddie Garr 

Gus Edward's Stars 








Charles King 
York & King 
(13) 
Russian Art Circus 
Hugh Skelly 
Gus Van 
Puck & White 
ST. PAUL, MINN. 
Keith’s (21) 
Robinson & DeWitt 
Ada Brown 
Ferry Corwey 
Pop Cameron 
(14) 
3 Allison Sis 
Dick Henderson 
Kramer & Boyle 
Rimacs’ Orch 
SYRACUSE, N. Y. 
Keith’s (21) 
Deno & Rochelle 
Ray Huling 
Sunkist E Nelson 
Royal! Uyenos 
(14) 
Van Cello & Mary 
Grey Rev 
Foley & LaTour 
Billy Farrell Co 
Yorke & Johnson 
Charles Ahearn 
TACOMA, WASH. 
Keith's (21) 
Klutirg’s Co 
Forum Boys 
Dodge 2 








Staged by 


_ JACK SIDNEY © 


Headlining F. & M. 
“MANHATTAN” Idea 
LEONIDOFF 








ROCHEST’R, N. Y. 
Keith’s (21) 
Van Cello & Mary 
Grey Rev 

Foley & LaTour 
Billy Farrell Co 
Yorke & Johnson 
Charles Ahearn 
(14) 

Atlas LaMarr & B 
Weaver Bros & BD 


ROCKFORD, ILL. 
Keith's 


ist half (21-24) 
Ike Rese’s Midgets 
2d half (25-27) 
Gilbert Bros 
Marg’rite & Farnell 
Russian Revels 

2d half (18-20) 
Jack Gwynne Co 
Eddie Stanley 
Y'gst’'rs of Y’st’rd’y 


SCRAM’NTO, CAL. 
Plaza (21) 


Aussie & Czech 

Flo Lewis 

Eddie Garr 

Gus oe Stars 
) 


Don Valerio 
Will Aubrey 
Seed & Austin 


Sammy Cohen 
(14) 

Swan Lucille & © 

Lassiter Bros 

Harrington Sis 

Herman Timberg 


T’RE H’UTE, IND. 
Kelith’s 

ist half (21-24) 
Paul Kirkland 
Marg’rite & Farnell 
Russian Revels 

2d haif (25-27) 
J & B Cavanaugh 
Morgan & Stone 
Myers Lubow & R 
Clyde Gook 

2d half (18-20) 
Chappelle & Carit’n 
Geraldine & Joe 
Crowell & Allen 
3 Swifts 
Bernice & Emily 


TOLEDO, O. 

Rivoli (21) 
Vardell Bros 
Yorke & Goldie 
B Wells & 4 Fays 
Emil Boreo 

14) 

Charles Carrer 
Foy Foy & Foy 
Irene Vermillion 





Gracella & Theo 


McLallen & Sarah 








ince Clnre, 
TOILETRIES 


Are Available at VANITEE MAKE-UP 
SHOP, 160 West 46th St., New York 
Try My Face Powder (all shades)—$1.00 








» 
SALT LAKE, UT. 
Plaza (21) 
Monroe Bros 
Jerome Mann 
Hibbitt & Hartman 
Anatole’s Affairs 


(14) 
Rhapsody in Silk 
Birnes & Kaye 
Karyl Norman 
Harry Burns Co 
S’N ANT’NIO, T’X. 

Keith’s (21) 
Geo Tapps 
John Steele 
Harlemgnia 
Stuart & Lash 
Afterpiece 


Lois Torres 

Eddie Miller 

M & A Skelly 

Pat Rooney 

S’N F’RISCO, CAL. 
Golden Gate (21) 
Don Valerio 

Whil Aubrey 

Seed & Austin 
Gracella & Theo 


(14) 
Earl Jack & Betty 
Fields & Bell 
Roxy’s Gang 
Lewis & Ames 
SCH’N’CT’DY, N.Y. 
eith’ 





K s 
ist half (21-24) 


TORONTO, CAN. 
Hippodrome (21) 
T & B Waters 
Hal Nieman 
Keller Sis & Lynch 
Barry & Whifledge 
Diamond Boys 
(14) 
Gilbert Bros 
Donatella Bros 
Sid Page Co 
Belle Bennett Co 
Healey & Cross 
TROY. N. Y. 
Keith’s 
ist half (21-24) 
4 Sullys 
Carney & Jean 
Galla Rini & Sis 
Harry Savoy 
2d half (25-27) 
Erma Ward Co 
Roxy LaRocca 
Bob LaSalle 
Teck Murdock Co 
2d half (18-20) 
Meyers Lubow & R 
Edith Bow 
Earl Lavere 
4 Ortons 
UNION CITY, N. J. 


K . 

Ist half (21-24) 
Whiteside A & B 
Street Singer 
Pillard & Hilliard 

2d half (25-27) 


Co 





NEW YORK CITY 
Boulevard 

Ist half (21-24) 

Lang & Lawley 

Kath'n Dexter Co 

Heller & Reilly 

Honey Fam 

(One to fill) 

2nd half (25-27) 

Milt Franklyn 

Harry Kahne Co 

Fields-Smith & E's 

(Two to fill) 
Orpheum 

ist half (21-24) 

Bert Frohman 





Metropolitan (21) 

Gerardo & N'’ne Co 

Davey & Rosemary 

T & R Romaine Co 

William Haines 

M & Ann Clark 
Pitkin 

Ist half (21-24) 

Pelle & Cole 

Milt Franklyn 

Trixie Friganza 

W'ms & Rogers Rv 

(One to fill) 

2nd half (25-27) 

Bernie's S’ N’phews 

Joe-May & Dotty 





~ “GREETINGS” IDEA 


BUSTER and BROWN 


Appreciation to Fanchon & Marco and 
our pal, Hyman 


Schallman 





Clifford & Marion 
Ben Omar 
Baker-Dove & Al'n 
Stearns & Dean 
2nd half (25-27) 
Honey Fam 
Ed Ford & Whitey 
P’rose Semon Co 
N Thomas 6 
(One to fill) 
Paradise (21) 
Ross & Edwards 
Rodion 3 
Savani & Miche 
Kikutas Japs 
State (21) 
W'thy & Thompson 
Bob Murphy & Co 
Lottie Mayer Unit 
Medley & Dupree 
(One to fill) 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
Bay Ridge 
ist half (21-24) 
Dixon & Pal 
Nat Renard Co 
Terrell & Fawcett 
Bud & E Coll 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (25-27) 
Mae Wynne Co 
Farina & Mango 
Jos Blank Co 
(Two to fill) 


46th St. 
ist half (21-24) 








Jerry & B’ Grands 
(Two to fill) 
(21) 





Valencia 
H Heidt Orch 
ASTORIA, L. I. 


Triboro 
Ist half (21-24) 
5 Arleys : 


Jean Cook Co 
Jules Howard Co 
Frank Melino Co 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (25-27) 
Jordan & Grace 
Clifford & Marion 
Gordon-Reed & K'g 
(One to fill) 
BALTIMORE, MD. 
Century (21) 
Benny Davis Co 
BOSTON, MASS, 
Orpheum (21) 
Daro & Costa Rev 
Ethel Pastor 
Wally Sharples Co 
Fred Lightner 
Michon Bros 
CLEVELAND, 0. 
State (21) 
Dave Schooler 
Julia Curtis 
O'Connor Fam 
12 Tappers 
COLUMBUS, 0. 
Ohio (21) 
Paul Keast 

















BOB CARNEY and JEAN 


CLOWNIN’ AROUND 


For LEDDY & SMITH 











Flo Mayo 

Florrie La Vere Co 
Gordon & Lane 
Fields-Smith & F’s 
(One to fill) 

2nd half (25-27) 
The Fitzgeralds 

4 Dough Boys 
Jack Janis Co 

F Melino Co 

(One to fill) 


Gates Ave. 


ist half (21-24) 
Jos Blank Co 
Mary Ann 

I Newhoff Co 

Milo 

Jerry & B’ Grands 
2nd half (25-27) 
Dixon & Pal 
Jules Howard Co 
Terrell & Fawcett 
Sally Rand Co 
(One to fill) 


Stetson 

Anita Avila 
Mills-Kirk & Mar’n 
§ Colored Men 


JERSEY CY., N. J. 
Loew’s (21) 

Tiny Town Rev 

R Donahue & Pal 

3 Brown Buddies 

MONTREAL, CAN, 
Loew's (21) 

Te Paul 

Lee Gail Ensemble 

Wilton & Weber 

4 Danubecs 

(One to fill) 

NEWARK, N. J. 
State (21) 

Geo Hermann 

Greenlee & Rogers 

Carlton & Ballew 

Jean Carroll Co 

Wil'm & J Mandel 





Bob Stickney 
Tracey & Lord 
Fred Sanborne 
Moon Girls 
2d half (18-2060) 
Wilson Kepple & B 
Adelaide Hall 
Fred Keating 
Joe Freed Co 
VANCOUV'R, B. C. 
Keith’s (21) 
Lita Wales 
Harry Delmar 
(Two to fill) 
(14) 
Lido Ladies 
Coscia & Verdi 
Kitty Doner 
Billy Glason 
WINNIPEG, CAN, 
Capitol (21) 
3 Allison Sis 
Dick Henderson 
Kramer & Boyle 
Rimacs’ Orch 


(14) 
Wallace Sis 
Bob Nelson 
Owen McGivney 
Anger & Fair 
‘Afterpiece’ 
YONKERS, WN. Y. 





Kei 
Ist half (21-24) 


Bob Stickney 
Waller & Lee 
Jack Herbert Co 
Elaine Sis 
Berkhoffs 

2d half (25-27) 
Lamb & Bellitt 
Street Singer 
Harry Appi 
B & J Pearson 

2d half (18-20) 
Sequel of Rhythm 
Seymour & Corncob 
Goss & Barrows 
.Geo McKay 
Fortunello & Cirill 


YOUNGSTOWN, 0O. 
Keith’s 

lst half (21-24) 
Roundup of Steps 
Gerald Griffin 
Irene Rich Co 
Lander Bros 

2d half (25-27) 
Remos' Midgets 
Grace Doro 
Wally Vernon 
Harry Carrol’s Co 

2d half (18-20) 
Yacopi Tr 
Clyde Haker .- 
Rosette & Luttman 





Shaw & Lee 





HESTER, N.Y. 
Loew's (21) 
Adler & Bradford 
Roma Bros 

Lee Barton Evans 
Sylvia Miller 

Trado Twins 


SYRACUSE, N. Y. 
21) 


State ( 

Ted Lewis Orch 
WASH’GTON, D.C. 
Loew's (21) 
Hal Yates 
Larry Adler 





zm Pe 

addox & M 

YONKERS, Nvy. 
Loow’ 

Ist half 


s 
21- 

Janet May a 
P’rose Semon Co 
Harry Kahne Co 
Gordon-Reed & K* 
be fill) s 

n alt (25. 
Lang & Lawley” 
Lewis & Moore Co 
Gautier’s Toy Shop 
(Two to fill) 





Fanchon & Marco | 





NEW YORK CITY 
Academy 
ist half (20-23) 
‘Five Races’ [ 
Frank Jenks 
Danny Smail Ce 
Adams Sis 
Kanazawa Japs 
Chief Cleaw Sky 
2d half (24-26) 
Danny Small Co 
Kanazawa Japa 
Audubon 
2d half (24-26) 
‘Five Races’ I 


rr, 
Muriel Gardner 
Sunkist Eng 
H’LLYW’'D, CA 
Pantages a" 
‘Slavique’ I 
Sam Hearn 
7 Arconis 
Brock & Tho 
Laurel & Tene 
Patsy Marr 
La Vonne Sweet 
6 Adagio 3 
IND’N’P’ LIS, IND, 





Indiana (20) 
‘Modern Mins’ I 








—— 





EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 





EN ROC 





Frank Jenks 
Adams Sis 
Chief Clear Sky 
Danny Small Co 
Kanazawa Japs 
ATLANTA, GA, 
Fox (20) 
‘Exotique’ I 
Claudia Coleman 
Graumann H & V 
Ramon & Virginia 
Eno Tr 
Elmer Herling 
Sunkist Ens 
BOSTON, MASS, 
Metropolitan (20) 


‘Circus Days’ I 
Bee Starr 
Lil St Leon Co 


Hooper & Gatchett 
Nelson's Elephants 
Sayton Co 
BRIDGEPR’RT. CT. 
Fox Poli (20) 
‘Sketches’ I 
Allan & Canfield 
Franklyn D‘Amore 
Limb'’ri’'gs Edwards 
Duke Art 
Mildred Perlee 
Frank Hopkinson 
Sunkist Ens 


‘Art Gallery’ 
Felovis 

Bob Andy & Todd 
The Cathalots 
Herculean 3 


Tyler Mason 
Bruce Jordan 

3 Page Boys 
Harry Van Fossen 
Mark Nelson 
Esther Campbell 
Sunkist Ens 


L’S ANG’L’S, CAL, 
Loow’'s State (18) 
‘Midnight’ I 

Lynn Cowan 

Nash & Fately 
Libonati 3 
Gautier's Dogs 

5 Petleys 


MILW’KEE, WI8, 
Wisconsin (20) 

‘Greetings’ I 

Del Chain 

J & H Griffith 

Jimmy Clemons 

Buster & Brown 

Dorothy Thieme 

Collenette Ballet 

MIN’POLIS, MINN, 
Minnesota (20) 

‘La Plaza’ I 

Les Gellis 

Brancel & Pals 

Skeeter & Ray 

Nelly Fernandez 

Lucinda & Ricardo 

Chiquita 

Eduardo Delgado 

Agustin Palafox 





Bstelita 


Spanish Ens 





BLACKSTONE 


Booked Solid for RKO 


Dir.: Wm. Diamond, 


James Plunkett Office 





Mavis & Ted 
Eddie Cole 
Josephine 
Olga & Lester 
DeMarr Bros 
Marian & K’'thryne 
BUFFALO, N, Y,. 

Buffalo (20) 
‘Hacienda’ I 
Sue Russell 
Hinky & Dinky 
Doyle & Donnelly 
5 Gems 
6 Gordontans 
Adrina 

CHICAGO, ILL 

Chicago (20) 
‘Novelties of 1931’ 
Tom Patricola 
Lucille Sis 
Schichtl's Co 
Barbarina & Pal 
Novelty Clinton 
Sunkist Ens 

Paradise (20) 
‘Black & White’ I 
Geo D Washington 
Clifton & Brent 
Dolly Kramer 
Rose Glesby 
Marie JTeFlohic 


NEW HAVEN, CT. 
Paramount (20) 
‘Tomorr’w's St'rs’ 
Bernie & Walker 

Mary Miles 
Wanda Allen 
Zelma 
Fern Dale 
Buddy & Gretel 
Chiyo Kadomatsu 
Helen Ireland 
Rudy Kayo 
Dorothy Welch 
Theal Nelson 
N. ORLEANS, LA, 
State (20) 
‘Carmenesque’ I 
Jerry Coe 
Rose Valyda 
Raye Saxe 
3 Matadors 
3 Madrinas 
Sunkist Ens 
OAKLAND, CAL. 
Oakland (19) 
‘Aloha’ I 
The Briants 
Ryan & Noblette 
Al Gordon's Co 





4 Kadex 
Gaylenne & Du B® 








HARRY 


ee 


‘SAVOY 


Pleases the Masses 


AND THE CLASSES 
Dir: LEDDY & SMITH 








Margaret A Head 

Sunkist Ens 
Tivoli (20) 

‘Yesterday Stars’ I 

Eva Tanguay 

Corinne 

Hank Brown 

Bert Jordan 

Hi Tom Ward 

Tom Kelly 

Rice & Cady 

Sylvia & Joyce 

Cho Cho 

Geo Harrison Co 

Al’x'nd’'r & Evelyn 

Freddie Ford 
Uptown (20) 

‘Gay Vienna’ I 

Duci de Karekjarto 





— 


PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (20) 
‘M’ch's Militaire’ E 

Charles Irwin 
Large & Norgner 
Rodney & Gould 
Sunkist Ens 
PORTLAND, ORB 
Paramount (20) 
‘Fine Feathers’ 
Novelle Bros 
Edna Covey 
Emilie & Romaine 
Arthur La Fleur 
Sunkist Ens 
S'N FRISCO. CAL 
Fox (19) 
‘Carnival’ I 
Raynor Lehr Co 


—— 





~ pOB 


ROBINSON 


BETTY _ 


&DeWITT 


Now appearing RKO Intact Show. 


Minneapolis, 


Minn. 


————<, 





Gaudsmith Bros 
Rena & Rathburn 
Woodland Rev 
Carla Torney Girls 
DETROIT, MICH. 
Fox (20) 
‘About Town’ I 
T & A Waldman 
Max Co 
Ben Dova 
Paul Olsen 
Joe Pasco 
Sunkist Ens 
HARTFORD, CT. 
Capitol (20) 
‘3 Big Figures’ f 
5 Jansleys 
Haline Frances 
Harold Stanton 
Lou Barrison 


(Continued 


a 


The Andresens 
Teddy the Bear 
Cropley & oe 
Carla ‘Torne ; 
SEATTLE, WASH. 
5th Ave. (20) 
‘Stage Door 
Bob Hall 
Webster 
Constance 
Harney & 
Vina Zolle 
Sunkist Ens 
SPOKANE, 
Fox ( 
‘Parasols’ 1 
Sheldon & ae 
Capt Willie Ma 


& Marino 
Evans 
Connors 


WASEL 
21) 





Mignone 
Anthony 
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ck 7 ae } . 4 9 ih ae 
“« | (ritics on Bargain Sale’ at Macy's A Bway Hunter 7 
: YS) oes, {||| HOLLYWOOD SHORTS 
ice ing go on a Sunday. By Claude Binyon 


Moccasins and all. 
Kid in a sports store had an 


If New York Picture Critics Reviewed 








7 Bargain Sales: 





By Ruth Morris 


HECTIC 3-STAR FARE 
By Irene Thirer 








n Sale’, a Macy Production, 
at the Lingerie Counter 
Over and to the Right. 


'Bargai 
Presented 
One A isle 





‘Bargain Sale’ has hardly changed 
a - since this type of merchan- 
dising was introduced to the shop- 
ping world. In its latest form, it 
js a spicy, funny, exciting and not 
too sophisticated sale of lingerie, 
guaranteed to draw a line of stan- 
dees for the duration of its base- 
ment run. 

All the elements of previous sales 
are combined in the version Macy is 
offering its public. The plot in- 
yolves @ handsome floor walker; 
pedantic section manager, obvious 
comedy relief; harassed sales- 
women, maintaining order and ef- 
fecting 10 sales in the time of one; 
fighting, energetic shoppers, bom- 
parding the counter with the fe- 
rocity of cleverly directed attack. 

Gordon Detwiler makes a most 
charming floor walker. Martin 
Moody is amusing as the husband 
delegated by his wife to crash the 
crowds and triumphantly carry off 
a purchase of silk underwear. 

Housewives, cast to type, lend the 
proper bargain-day hysteria. And 
last of all, little Tootsie Warren 
comes across with as cutely fetch- 
ing a performance as we've seen 
played by a saleswoman this season. 

If you've seen other ‘Bargain 
Sales’ and liked them sufficiently to 
warrant a trip to Macy’s where the 
production is playing continuously, 
you'll find this one fast-paced and 
amusing. 


The Screen 


Another Benighted Bargain 


By Mordaunt Hall 











In ‘Bargain Sale’, the curren at- 
traction at Macy’s, Tootsie Warren, 
@s a sales lady, indulges her fancy 
for gum-chewing, grammatical 
errors and light-hearted flippancies. 
To a critic whose standing room at 
the sale was not reserved, and who 
therefore could not obtain a calm, 
undisturbed view, the sale is an- 
other benighted bargain which, like 
Klein’s ‘Cut-rate’ and Gimbel’s 
‘Amazing Reductions’, crams de- 
partment store aisles with milling, 
elamoring humanity. 

Money is mentioned frequently in 
this production, which embodies an 
exchange of currency for silken 
garments, but one gathers that 
though the participants are in the 
lower stratum of life, they know 
little of the value of the coin of 
the realm. Customers buy careless- 
ly, not inspecting merchandise. 
They scramble to gain questionable 
success over rivals in the purchase 
of a silk union suit, or ‘embroidered 
cuirass’, as one of the characters 
comments amusingly. 

At one point in the proceedings, 


Splendidly conducted, this lates 
department store treat introduces 
melodrama to the marts of trade, 
gives a sincere, convincing, roman- 
tic, stimulating, enthralling picture 
and -surrounds it with glamor, ex- 
citement, intensity, color and thrills. 
However many bargain sales you 
have attended before, this one 
achieves novelty in presenting over- 
tones of the tragedy that lurks be- 
hind the counters of a big depart- 
ment store. 

Your old hard-boiled Bland just 
broke down and cried her Jersey 
eyes out. 

Miss Warren and Mr. Detwiler 
are the principals. She is a splen- 
did girl working tirelessly to sup- 
port an invalid mother and a ne’er- 
do-well father who runs a beer 
racket on Delancey street. When, 
in the course of the sale, she dis- 
covers that she is the illegitimate 
daughter of the Count of Gratiano, 
the way in which she sticks to her 
counter, knowing that the sale must 
go on, tears your heart out. 

You'll giggle a-plenty at Martin 
Moody, up to his old tricks as a 
henpecked husband. The boy-friend, 
Gordon Detwiler, is among those 
present to make feminine hearts go 
pitter-patter with the impassioned 
glances he throws La Warren over 
the heads of surging shoppers. 

Miss Warren is genuinely lovely 
and spirited as the young woman 
who sells, but has not the where- 
withal to buy, lovely lingerie. Her 
performance is equal to the one she 
delivered in ‘Tin Ware’ at Wana- 
maker’s Arcade. 

Take along your hankies 
leave the kiddies at home. 


and 





Critic ene ‘Bargain Sale’ 
Mixture of Smiles and Tear 


By William Boehnel 





When Tootsie Warren and Gordon 
Detwiler appear at the same bar- 
gain sale, the result should be 
enough to creat an irresistible event 
in shopland. A few of us who 
dropped into Macy’s yesterday aft- 
ernoon found the offering first-rate 
entertainment played with direct- 
ness and clarity by a first-rate cast. 

With grand mixture of sentiment 
and drama, the latest disposal of 
Macy fare features Toots Warren 
as a tender-hearted gamine, a poor 
little shop-girl buffeted by life’s 
bargain-hunters. Her groping for 
the finer things, her ambition to be 
transferred to the Antique Depart- 
ment, her wistful love for a snob- 
bish floorwalker, all are told in 
terms frought with tenderness and 
understanding. 

Gordon Detwiler’s floorwalker 
takes in everything. Martin Moody 
turns satirical humor upon the so- 
cial cast of husbands, intimidated 
by their wives, who prowl timor- 
ously about the edges of the shop- 
ping masses. 

‘Bargain Sale’ is steeped in sen- 
timentality, but does it matter? 


‘Bargain Sale’ 


By a ‘Variety’ Mugg 








Macy’s is crowding ’em in this 
week with a sure-stander that will 


alleged hunting dog on a 
string. After bargaining, Will 
got the hound at 15 bucks, 

First thing the dog did when 
unleashed was to run and keep 
on running. Will found that 
the mountains were full of 
hunters hunting hunters. 

Finally he bagged a rabbit 
and was so sore at everything 
he let it go. 


YOUNG GIRL GAVE $200 
WKLY. TO HER SWEETIE 


Broadway poolrooms got ever 
$10,000 from Herman R, Polirer, 27, 
draughtsman for the Board of 


Transportation, he told detectives 
Ward, Coleman and Walsh of the 
West 47th Street station, when ar- 
rested after an alleged confession 
made by his fiancee, Fannie Rod- 
ney, 20, bookkeeper, of 153 South 
3d street, Brooklyn. Miss Rodney 
is also charged with grand larceny. 

Miss Rodney worked for Nathan 
Glassheim, realtor, 44 Greenwich 
avenue, Three years ago she met 
Polirer. He had a shanty outside 
of her place of employment. They 
became chummy, Soon, she told the 
sleuths, Polirer urged her to steal to 
pay his gambling debts. 

She would take as high as $200 a 
week to give her fiance, she as- 
serted. It is believed the amount 
will run into $15,000 or more. Sev- 
eral days ago she quit. Her books 
were examined and the shortage 
discovered. 














Confessed 


Miss Rodney was arrested at 160 
Central Park south when invited 
there by a ruse. She began to sob 
and implicated Polirer, declared the 
detectives. Miss Rodney was earn- 
ing $15 a week. They were to be 
married in June, she stated. 

Polirer denied he knew that his 
fiancee was robbing the real estate 


firm. ‘Miss Rodney told me she 
made the money writing plays 
and short stories,” declared the 
draughteman, 


Polirer lives at 77 Broome street 
with his relatives. Miss Rodney 
resides with her folks. Both will 
have a hearing in Jefferson Market 
Court. Miss Rodney confessed her 
peculations to Charles Garrison, 
Asst. Dist. Attorney. 





AARONSON DIVORCE NOW 


Start in 





Seems to Have Secured 
1918 in London 





London, Nov. 6. 

Lazarus Aaronson, lecturer in 
economics at the London University, 
granted a divorce this week against 
Lydia Sherwood, his wife. Theo- 
dore Komisarjevsky, the producer, 
co-respondent. 

In 1918 Aaronson admitted mis- 
conduct after he had found Komis- 
arjevsky refused to give up Sher- 
wood. 

Evidently quite a family affair. 
Costs against Theodore, all the 
same, 


L. A.’s Social Week 


Los Angeles, Nov. 16. 
Picture names and_ executives 
just passe@qd through the busiest 








Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
Dear Ma; 

Here Ive waited and waited to get 
that buss money from you and all 
I get is a letter telling me I ought 
to be ashame of myself. Its all a 
dirty lie ma, and only pa conld put 
such thoughts in your head about 
Mr. Bowstein. Anyway I dont care 
what you say because Mr. Bowstein 
is no good, just awful, and I dont 
see how you could think a daughter 
of yours coud ever do wrong with a 
bum like that. 

Hollywood is no place for a good 
girl like me and you got to get me 
away from here. It seems like all 
the men I ever met do nothing but 
ruin my careers in pitchers and now 
its Mr. Bowstein. No studio will 
give me a job and I know why. Mr. 
Bowstein dont want me to be a fam- 
ous star, because I quit him cold. 

They can have their ole pitcher 
bisness, its the worst bisness I ever 
heard of. You got to be a relitive 
of somebody else or they dont want 
you. How do you think all those 
stars got to be stars except marry 
the owners of the bisness or maybe 
somebody in Wall Street. 


Ot Saves the Day 


Poor Ot has loaned me enough 
money for a weeks room rent in his 
rooming house but he dont talk to 
me much, oney very cold. His face 
is still a little out of shape and his 
hand is still bandiged up, he looks 
so sad I could kiss him but he wont 
have anything to do with me. He 
told me this morning that he was 
leaving for his dead grandmothers 
farm near Cedar Rapids in a couple 
of days. He just told me like that, 
real cold like as though he never ast 
me to marry him and go with him. 
He even forgot that he come back 
to get me. 

Hes a sweet boy ma. Sometimes 
he gets that light in his eyes like 
Lindberg had before he was mar- 
rid, and he looks like an angel and 
you want to grab him and hug him 
and squeeze him till you cant 
squeeze no more. But the first thing 
you know you do something and he 
takes it wrong and he starts fight- 
ing like a common drunkerd, oney 
he never drinks. He wont have me 
no more though, ma, and I feel like 
I coud jimp in a river if there was 
a river in this lousy town. Theres 
nothing here, just bannana trees 
and the pitcher bisness and bums 
like Mr. Bentle and Mr. Bowstein 
and Henry Henry and Gus and 
writers I dont know there names. 

Dont you see I got to have buss 
fare before something happens and 
youll be sorry all the rest of your 
life and cant sleep nights? O ma, 
Im crying while I write this letter 
and my face feels hot and my head 
aches and maybe Im sick, I havent 
got nobody. 

I know you and pa love me. You 
wont let me stay here and starve 
will you mother of mine? I love you 
so much, 

Love, 


Elste. 


Honorable Marriage 
Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
Dear Ma: 


You and pa are such a darling for 
telegraming me that buss money. 
Your the best parents any girl ever 
had in the world. But mal have a 
surprize for you and pa. Im not 
coming home because Ot and I are 
going to get married after all. 
Arent you proud and happy, and the 
buss money can be your wedding 
present to us. Ot and I thank you 
for the wedding present. 

Ot finely broke down and ast me 
to marry him again. It was just his 
pride that made him act that way. 
I pulled him into my room last night 
and locked the door and made him 
lissen to me and pretty soon he give 
in. The minut he give in he was 
just a baby and Im so happy. 

Were leaving for Cedar Rapids 
tomorrow ma and pretty soon Ill be 
on Ots and my farm. Its going to 
be so much fun going to those funny 
country dances like you see in 
pitchers and taking care of my 


beside me while Ot was on the ob- 
servation car. When Ot come back 
he saw the man and got red in the 
face and started to sock him with- 
out saying nothing. I yelled and 
Frank run and the conductor 
grabbed Ot. It was sure a lot of 
excitement and people still look at 
us when they walk through the car. 
I scolded Ot but he says he dont 
know whats happened to himself. 
The next time I write to you Ill be 
on our farm. Wont that be funny. 
Give a kiss to pa, the ole beer barell 
and tell him no matter what he 
thinks its okay now. Love, 
Elsie. 





Cornfed Blues 
R. R. No. 1, Cedar Rapids, Ia, 
Sept. 12. 
Dear Ma: 

Well here we been on our farm 
almost two weeks. Its a nice farm, 
as farms go. I been so busy during 
the day I cant write and when its 
night Ots so tired he goes right to 
bed, It scares me sitting up alone 
so I go to bed too. 

On a farm isnt like the city. The 
only people around are about a half 
a mile down the road and there so 
dumb they dont know nothing and I 
cant stand them. 

I know I will be very happy here. 
Ot works so hard. How are you and 
pa and the kids? Say hello to the 
kids. How is Chicago? I always 
liked Chicago. Does the bunch I use 
to run around with still go to Tria- 
non ballroom or Coconut Grove 
every Saturday night? I miss the 
bunch. Did Harry ever marry that 
Sullivan girl that was so much a 
bum? 

Its so lonely here sometimes but 
I know Ill love it. A farm is kind ag 
a funny place. O, ma, its so lone= 
some. Love, 

Elsie. 





Back to the Celluloid 
Hollywood, Oct. 14. 
Dear Ma: 

Dont fall dead. I just coudnt 
stand it on that farm. Ot is a sweet 
boy but Id go crazy. I took our 
wedding money that you sent me 
because it was my bus fare anyways 
and here Iam. I won't get no di- 
vorce because Ot is nice and I love 
him. When I get to the star Ill 
make him sell the farm and come 
here. 

You know I will dont you ma? 
You wont think Im terrible will you? 
I love you my dear mother and 
father. Your faithfull tees > 


lsie 
The End. 


Charity Rackets in Chi 
Go Under Investigation 


Chicago, Nov. 16. 

Racket bureau has started in- 
vestigation of charity show pro- 
moters that have sprung up around 
towrm during the unemployment re- 
lief drives. Taylor Advertising 
company, headed by Otis Taylor, is 
first to be thumb nailed by the 
Police. 

According to the atate’s attorney’s 
office the Taylor outfit has been 
paying off to labor unions and other 
organizations for permission to use 
their names as sponsors for the 
shows. Checkup revealed _ that 
literature sent out by the agency 
to solicit ticket sales for one affair 
carried the name of the American 
Federation of Labor in big letters, 
while in less prominent type below 
appeared, ‘metal trades council.’ 

Prosecutor claims he has in- 
formation that the union was paid 
$500 for the use of its name, while 
seven thousand tickets at $1 were 
sold, Checks made payable to the 
AFL and indorsed by Taylor were 
seized in a raid on the records of 
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jn Warren is always most 

rite ~ look upon, but she detracts 

pe es charm with gaucherie that 

~scthangg become B80 beauteous a 

=e €. She retains her aplomb 
€ final fade-out. 


Fight on Underwear 
Features ‘Bargain Sale’ 
By Bland Johaneson 


rareain Sale’ at the Macy. 
Wiler ys Warren and Gordon Det- 
~e in &@ melodrama adapted from 
mMingdale’s ‘Basement’ 
4 lulu. . 





it’s oke. 
Plot is a honky that was done 


S y > Ss yé S50 d | 
to a crisp when A. T. Stewart 80] | ply talent and act as table hosts 


bustles, but situations are tense and 
dialog witty enough to hold the re- 
lease to important dough. 

Miss Warren Is the sales girl and, 
learned her embroideries 


having 

with Altman's, turns in an authen- 
tie performance. Punching the time 
clock at 8 in the morning, ehe 


troupes for 300 minutes to a fare- 
ye-well on audience resistance, 
Gordon, with a new toupe, gives 
the gals the profile and clicks with 
the love interest. Rest of the cast 
turn in good accounts. Martin 
Moody is cleaning up on the hen- 
pecked comedy bit that was good 





the publishers at Cocoanut Grove. 
At these affairs picture names were 
drafted to furnish atmosphere, sup- 


and hostesses. 

‘Private Lives’ opening at the 
Hollywood Playhouse Wednesday, 
drew more picture celebs than legit 
openings have seen in a long time. 





10 years ago when Hooeys did it in 
vaude. 

Exploitation could be sensation- 
alized with a flock of mannequins 
modeling the you-know-whats to 
draw in the bill-payers, but as it 
stands, ‘Sale’ should do around 10 
G's and_be in for a hold-over. 





Here Ot and I are on our way to 
Cedar Rapids and married. It sure 
takes a load off your mind when you 
get married dont it? We got mar- 
ried by a preacher in Los Angeles 
and the preachers wife watched us 
because we didnt have nobody else 
and then we got on the train. Ot is 
a wonderful boy, you dont think of 
him so much like a man, but a won- 
derful boy. After we get our farm 
making a lot of money were going 
to buy more farms and pretty soon 
well got to New York and live while 
peopel run our farms for us. I fig- 
ured that out but havent told Ot 
yet. I want to suprize him. 


Just Another Traveling Salesman 


Our whole honeymoon was almost 
spoiled when a man named Frank, 
hes a traveling salesmran, sat down 


ing like a good bunch of strips to 
attract biz. 

A rumored nudist cult is the 
town’s big drawing card. Art center 
has been jammed with more people 
than its had in four years, since 
Aimee took that famous desert hike 
and wound up in a Carmel cottage. 

Nobody has actually seen the 
nudists yet, but Carmel swears 
they’re there. A low-flying aviator 
is doing the biz of the town, 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Edward F. Kook, tn 
New York, Nov. 10, daughter. Father 
is treasurer of the Century Lighting 
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WOODCHOPPER SLAPPED 
AROUND BY LOUGHRAN 


By JACK PULASKI 





Will McGeehan, of the ‘Herald- 
Trib,’ advised his fans to take a 
good book to the Garden for the 
main bout last Friday. Even a bad 
book would do, said Mac, but he 
was wrong. Instead of the fighters 
getting into the hair of the boys, 
Tommy Loughran and Paulie 
Uzcudun put up a right good scrap, 
with the handsome Philadelphian 
winning by a shade. 

It was the first card under the 
new matchmaker, Jimmy Johnston. 
The Garden resumed the Friday 
night boxing shows to good attend- 
ance. Reason for that was not the 
main event, but rather that it was 
an all heavyweight bill and the 
price was not boosted over that 
$5.49 top. The commission had 
rubbed out a bout between Uzie and 
Carnera without cause and the re- 
arranged match did not look so hot, 
so it came as a surprise. 

The gate - swinging Uzcudun 
started eating left hand gloves and 
he was still doing that at the final 
bell. Tommy jabbed at will as ex- 
pected and was out in front plenty 
up to the fifth round, when he 
twisted his right ankle. That put 
him in the same position of a guy 
with a limited bankroll in a no lim- 
it stud poker game. Loughran half 
reclined over the ropes and the 
woodchopper started chopping to 
the body and head, cutting Tommy 
up. 

Handicapped 

Loughran limped to his corner 
where handlers clumsily patched 
him up with adhesive tape. He was 
not as agile in stepping about and 
he therefore stopped several! over- 
hand wallops that Paulie serves. 
Tommy cannot sock but it is equally 
that he can take it, except 
from Jack Sharkey. The fight was 
in the nature of a heavyweight 
elimination, if that means anything. 

If there was doubt about who was 
eliminated, there is no doubt about 
the disappointing semi-final bout 
between Charley Retzlaff and Gia- 
como Bergomas, declared a draw 


rightly. 
Bergomas made Retzlaff look 
ordinary. Charley was a terror dur- 


ing the summer at the Queensboro— 
until a fellow named Sekyra came 
along and tamed him. Discounting 
that event the fight bugs expected 
the night’s fireworks to be delivered 
by Retzlaff, who probably won't 
care to meet the speghetti maker 
any more. 

Ted Sandwina, son of the strong 
woman, is an in and outer, but this 
time he was on the better sids, 
proving it by knocking out Mateo 
Osa, who had licked him previously. 
Quite an upset and an up and down 
affair, the thrill of the night. Ted 
was down twice in one round. That 
made him mad and he felled the 
Spaniard a bit later. In the sixth 
round when Osa, who is quite a 
socker, took the nap he got up only 
with the aid of the referte, 


Ada May Weeks Better 


Ada May Weeks is recovering 
from pneumonia at her home in 
New York, having passed the crisis. 
For a time she was critically ill. 

Miss Weeks returned from Lon- 
don this fall and was slated for a 
Broadway musical. 











100 Friars Out 





Board of governors of the 
Friars’ Club has decided to 
strike from membership 100 
members who have made no 
apparent effort to pay current 
dues by Nov. 17. 

To replace the eliminated 
members, the initiation fee will 
be waived on a maximum of 
100 new members, who will be 
required to pay a full year’s 
dues at time of election to 
membership. 











CARD SHARPS CAUGHT 
ON TRAIN AND FINED 


Altoona, Nov. 16. 

Three alleged card sharpers were 
arrested here last week after having 
been under surveillance on their 
trip from New York by way of the 
Pennsylvania railroad. A railroad 
officers distributed printed slips 
warning the passengers against en- 
gaging in card games with travel- 
ing strangers. 

After paying fines of $25,80 each 
on charges of being dangerous and 
suspicious characters they returned 
to New York—by motor bus. 





The men were Donald R. Mc- 
Adams, B. W. Larkin and C. H. 
Moye.- Under those names Mc- 


Adams had a record of 17 arrests 
and Larkin and Moye each two, all 
on charges similar to the local one. 





Foreign Smut Invades 
Newsstands of Paris 





Paris, Nov. 4. 

Paris newsstands, formerly de- 
voted mostly to French publications, 
are now displaying more foreign 
stuff, resulting from the demand 
created during the Colonial Exhibi- 
tion, which attracted many foreign- 
ers. Police efforts to curb the dis- 
play of illustrated erotic publica- 
tions have been checked, due to the 
most suggestive Central European 
magazines now being displayed with 
a chance for customers to run 
through their pages before purchas- 
ing. 

French magazines had resorted to 
the trick of selling pretty innocuous 
stuff in alluring wrappers, resulting 
in customers buying a pig in a 
poke, and publisher taking no 
chances with the gendarmes. Re- 
sult of the gyp was a heavy drop 
in the sale of local dirt. 





Authors in Person 


Stunt of getting authors to ap- 
pear in person growing in the book 
shops about town to the extent that 
a book-buyer will bump up against 
a scribbler almost every time he 
drops into a shop to buy a book. 
Practice is to have the scribblers 
speak and then autograph their 
books to all who will buy. Scribblers 
get no monetary consideration for 
this other than the increased royal- 
ty from extra sales. 

Everybody who's ever written a 
book doing the personal appearance 
thing, including Sylvia, the Holly- 
wood masseuse. As a matter of 
record she didn’t even write ‘Holly- 
wood Undressed,’ but her name is 
down as author. 
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RUSSEKS DESIGN STUDIO 
THE THEATRICAL SALON 


NOW EXHIBITING A_ BEAU- 


FURS - COATS - GOWNS 


Every model is an example of new thought and 


fabrics were never richer, 
never smarter, and because of ceaseless work 
and effort, our prices are the lowest in New York. 


RUSSEKS 


FIFTH AVENUE ar 36™ STREET 


EXCLUSIVE 





Furs were never more 
Fashion was 








GIDEON OWES $40,000; 
CASH IN THE BANK, $2 


London, Nov. 6. 
Third financial failure of Melville 
Gideon, the American pianist, came 
up in the courts this week. Gideon’s 
assets are $2 in the bank, golf clubs 
and a set of dress studs. His debts 
are around $40,000. 


BEAT TWO RAPS 


Taylor No _ Booking 
Gambling Boy 





Arthur or 





Arthur Taylor, 27, jobless actor, .t 
the Century Hotel was freed in 
West Side Court by Magistrate 
Brandt on the charge of making 
book, 

Jacob Katz, detective from Po- 
lice headquarters, raided Taylor's 
apartmet and asserted he seized 15 
betting slips. Katz alleged five other 
men were in the room. They were 
permitted to go after their names 
were taken, 

Taylor’s apartment is on the 
fourth floor. Katz entered by a ruse. 
A furore ensued following the entry 
of the cop. Taylor was charged 
with keeping and maintaining a 
gambling establishment in addition 
to making book. He beat both. 





Arg’tine Recovery 





(Continued from page 19) 

and while the tax was minimized to 
to a certain extent through the ef- 
forts of American film representa- 
tives, the last has not yet been 
heard of the tariff, still a vital 
factor. 

American producers’ have fared 
badly from the Argentine end. But 
this is entirely owing to exchange. 
Without actual figures, your cor- 
respondent ventures to say that the 
majority of the big concerns have 
almost equaled their 1930 takings; 
but up in the States those takings, 
translated into dollars, have dropped 
50%, if not mcre. 

Trade Revival Nearr 

However, the peak of the show- 
business slump seems to have been 
reached in June-July, really our 
busiest part of the year, but condi- 
tions here in trade were so deplor- 
able that the theatres reported the 
worst time they had experienced in 
their history. Since the middle of the 
year some sort of a recovery set in, 
there is a much better outlook now 
for Argentina in 1932. 
Whether the picture business wilt 
join in a return to moderate pros- 
perity it is impossible to say. The 
vast majority of pictures now being 
made are only mildly suitable for 
local needs. The era of gangster 
films may be past, if not, then a lean 
year will be coming, for this public 
does not understand those offerings, 
nor does it wish to. Down here the 
test of these pictures has lasted a 
week and they make nothing. 

This public did not take kindly to 
Spanish productions, After several 
had been released the first-run 
houses refused to handle them. 
Those names for which American 
producers paid big sums, meant less 
than nothing in this territory in 
first-run. In the neighborhoods 
and up-country, of course, the tale 
is different. The Spanish films are 
making money, but not to an extent 
to interest producers. The intelli- 
gent public here, which can afford 
to pay for its entertainment, has set 
the seal of disapproval on all Span- 
ish pictures. 

British, German Fail 

On the other hand the personality 
favorites are as much in demand as 
ever. The American stars in Eng- 
lish and with superimposed titles 
command attention today as they 
did before. The protests against a 
foreign tongue have died away. The 
public now looks and listens in si- 
lence to pictures with superimposed 
titles, but is impatient with the cut- 
in variety, which destroys contin- 
uity, obscures much of the film, and 
should be stopped. 

Dubbing, the latest device, has 
been tried and scrapped. To the 
unrealities of the screen has been 
added the unreality of showing a 
star such as Clive Brook—to give 
one instance—speaking flawless 
Spanish, 

The foreign films have floppea, 
one and all. The best, German, have 
had to be content with minor runs 
in between Americans. The French 
have been a dismal failure. The 
Spanish—made in Spain—abomin- 
able. One British film has been 
seen, ‘Atlantic,’ and it died. One or 
two Italian came, and went un- 
sung. This market showed once 
again, and in unmistakable manner, 
that it belongs to the States. 

One cannot stress too much the 
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Probable Football Winners 
and Proper Odds 


By Sid Silverman i 





November 21 | 


GAMES WINNERS ODDS 
Harvard-Yale ...0:cccsece bibebeaws _,.. Bee ; - 5/4 
U. S. C.-Notre Dame se eeaneeteiecls Me NESS 64665600 44.8s0¥ onan 5/8 
Columbia-Syracuse .......... oswees NL 6 bint babs bn 66s0d8cee Even 
Fordham-Bucknell ..... rvecesseee FOPdNAM oeseesecsccsecesesee 5/4 
S. M. U.-Navy..i.cece SENG whens 6 cdU DS hes 0 Seb ete cecesccccccy 8/5 
Wisconsin-Chicago .......... eebent Wet etet conte Even 
Purdue-Indiana ......0..++. jnaneves be Se Gee tewes ee . 7/5| 
Northwestern-lowa ......... ooeeee- Northwestern ...........000. 9/5: 
Michigan-Minnesota ......... 6506 « SE s vicdb cbc checks s'cecess Even | 
Ohio State-Illinois.......... eeeees.- Ohio State........ Eee eae - 8/5! 


! 


} 


on fair weather) | 








PUSH OVERS FOR DEMPSEY 


Got $7,500 and the Razz For Moline 
Exhibition 








Moline, Ill., Nov. 16. 

Jack Dempsey, who is grabbing 
$/,500 guarantee at each appearance, 
left the ring here Friday night amid 
cheers and boos. 

Jack had met some Chicago push- 
overs imported to waltz through 
two-rounds each with the ‘coming- 
back’ champ. 


Seven thousand attended the 
match, promoted by the Elks club 
to aid the poor children’s fund. The 
poor children got nothing after 
Dempsey’s share has been taken out. 





Syndicates Get Their 
Mountie in Red Case 


Toronto, Nov. 16. 


A hot news tip brought feature 
men and sobbers rushing in here 
from key towns during trial of nine 
communists charged with doing 
things to British justice, the Union 
Jack and all that. 


Tip had it that John Leopold, 
sergeant of the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police had journeyed 


from the Rockies to Moscow to get 
his man, 

One ace service shot this version 
around the country and the race for 
color stuff was on. When the sob- 
bers breezed in they found the cop 
swanky in scarlet, but silent as a 
clam, Eventually Fred Griffin, ‘Star’ 
ghost, wrote the yarn. True dope 
was that mountie posed as a red for 
7 years and became secretary of the 
whole party in weekly cable com- 
munication with Moscow, but he 
never made any of the nine pinches. 








ABRAMSON FREED ON 
CRAMER’S $1,000 KICK 


Louis Allen Abramson, 43 
way 





, Broad- 
in Wes+ 
Side Court by Magistrate Brandt on 
the charge of grand larceny. Abram- 
son who has an office at 25 West 
45th street, was arrested by detec- 
tive Jim Fitzpatrick of the West 
47th street station. 

Charles Cramer, theatrical ticket 
broker, 1568 Broadway, complained 


that Abramson fleeced him out of 
$1,000. Abramson was to obtain a 
dance hall permit for Cramer for 
$1,000, asserted the latter. Abram- 
son lives at Riverdale, N. Y. 


Cramer stated that he me 
Abramson and explained to him that 
his ticket brokerage was bringing in 
virtually nothing and that he con- 
templated opening a dance hall. He 
asked Abramson if he could get 
him a dance hall license and the 
latter is alleged to have replied that 
he could. The fee was $1,000, testi- 
fied Cramer. 


Cramer got the money, he averreg 
and gave it to Abramson, but never 
received his permit. 


Abramson denied the charge. He 
stated Cramer had engaged him to 
draft plans for a dance hall at 1568 
Broadway. He drew up the plans 
and showed the blue prints to the 
Court. The architect declared his 
fee was to be $2,000, and he received 
the $1,000 on account. 


Defendant and complainant are 
well known in Times Square. 


architect was freed 


Abramson has drafted the plans for 
many Broadway buildings. 





















47th Pop. 
Seat. eee Prices 





MAYFAIR. 
“ARE THESE 
OUR CHILDREN?” 


with 
Eric Linden—Ben Alexander 








GILBERT MILLER presents 


| PAYMENT DEFERRED 


A new play by Jeffrey Dell 


with CHARLES LAUGHTON 


“The most remarkable character ac- 
tor New York has been privileged to 
a in years.’’—John Mason Brown, 
ost. 


LYCEUM THEA., 45 St., E. of B’way. 












Arline Judge—Roberta Gale 









47th St. Bway. 

PALACE 37 %.4.°x3: 
EDDIE GEORGE 
CANTOR & JESSEL 


BENNY MEROFF & BAND 
JANET READE 
BURNS & ALLEN 
Seats Selling 4 Weeks in Advance 
58:1, Bt. Lexington & 34 Ave. 
: + am. to tf p.m, 
Wednesday to Friday, Nov. 18 te 20 
“ROAD TO RENO” 
LILYAN TASHMAN 


WILLIAM BOYD 
BUDDY ROGERS 






“THE WHITE DEVIL” 


BOA. ST. cn. esission are, 


Wednesday to Friday, Nov. 
ati BERT LAHR 
< h RKO Acts, 
“ROAD “TO RENO” 
LILYAN TASHMAN 
WILLIAM BoYD 


4 BUDDY ROGERS 


importance of giving Argentine the 
stars in their natural medium. This 
public will accept titling. This was 
proved in the case of two Keaton 
comedies. In ‘Dough Boys,’ Span- 
ish version, only moderate success 
was achieved. On the other hand 
‘Parlor, Bedroom and Bath,’ in the 
original, went very big. Intelligent 
titling did the trick 























Evs. 8:30. Mats. Thurs. & Sat., 2:30. 








FRED & ADELE 


ASTAIRE MORGAN 
HELEN TILLY 
BRODERICK LOSCH 
IN 


The BAND WAGON 


THE PERFECT REVUE 
New Amsterdam,W.42 St. Evs.8.30. Mts. Wes.,Sat. Sat. 


REAL COMEDY HIT! — 


A Church Mouse 


with BERT LYTELL, RUTH GORDON 


PLAYHOUSE ‘**h._F, of ise 


Evenings 8:45 
Evs. Best Seats $3. Mats. Wed., Sat., 2:30 
STANDING ROOM NIGHTLY 


—<—<—<$—<—<— eee 


“THE PHANTOM 
OF PARIS” 


with JOHN GILBERT . 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 


LAUREL-HARDY in “~~ 
Clean” — Revue, “JADE 
Bunchuk, Orch. 


APITOL b'WAY & 


bist St. 
Lunt-Fontanne in ‘The Guardsmen” 


f0th St. & Tth Ave. 

O X Y tne World’s Theatre 
WILL ROGERS in 

‘AMBASSADOR BILL’ 








Fri., 





On Stage—“ROXY REVUE'—THall Jo 

son Negro Singers—-32 lLoxyettes wee 

Ka . : 7 ' mes 

Reginning Friday ‘Over the Hill with Jame 


Dunn, Sally Eilers and Mae Marsh. 
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Hat Entertainment in 
e Increasmg in 
Numbers; Some Blind 


i probably more free street enter- 
¢ainment with a hat around Broad- 
way now than ever before. It's 
mostly in the way of beggar-musi- 
cians, some of whom are blind, with 
geveral other items thrown in. 
There are & number of two-man 
musical teams on the streets, two 
east composed of sightless men. 
recently 





at 1 
Another, with 
played Times Square, with the free 
entertainers saying they were l.o. 
yaude actors. Instruments used 
were, variously, saxophones, banjos 
and accordions. 

Another group was colored, two 
men and a woman. Latter sang, 
mostly sp: ‘tuals, as well as shak- 
jng a tambourine. One man passed 
the cup, with the other at a guitar. 
Other musical standbys, mostly vio- 
linist’s. 

42nd Street’s cheap show policy, 
vaude and burlesque, another source. 
Former house introduced the Stem 
to femme barkers, also throwing in 
free tune playing in the lobby. So 
far they’ve had an accordion and a 
pell ringer. 

Next door, with burleycue, they’ve 
tried the ancient electrified man 
stunt. This act was recently copied 
by a women’s shore store, on Broad- 
way slightly below 42nd street. Bur 
has also given the streets free strip 
pictures and miniature cooching 
dolls. 

Most of this free stuff is at nighi. 

Meanwhile the stilt walkers, hoof- 
ing kids and the like continue. 


COPS RAID BOND BLDG. 
OFFICE—MEN AND DICE 


Detective Edward J. McCarthy of 
the 19th Division and other officers 
raided a theatrical office at room 
1007, 1560 Broadway and broke up a 


crap game. The sleuths seized 
Jack Stern, 32, 160 West 46th street 
and Harry Welton, 38, 9 East 116th 
street. Twenty-five other alleged 
players were taken to the West 47th 
street station, charged with dis- 
orderly conduct. 

Stern and Welton, the cops stated, 
were the alleged operators. Welton 
is said to have opened the door 
while Stern was the lookout. The 
eops viewed the place from a hall- 
way fire-escape, they asserted. 

The players said they came there 
to attend a meeting and have a 
friendly game of cards. Six pairs of 
Gice were seized. It was only when 
the cops threatened to crash the 
Place was the door opened. 

Magistrate Brandt freed the crowd. 
He held Stern and Welton for trial 
im Special Sessions, 

The Bond Building has been the 
gcene of other raids, the cops say. 


vocalizing, 











GYPPED BY PROXY 


Smooth City Feller Takes Small 
Piece Out of Sieber Family 
} 








Charles Sieber, jobless clerk from 
Lancester, O., stopping at the Her- 
mitage Hotel was taken for $25 by a 
smart city slicker who promised to 
get Sieber a job. 


_ Bieber went to the West 47th 
Street etation and related his ex- 
Periences to detectives Pat Maney 
and John Kennedy. They told him 
to keep watching for the man. 

_ Leaving a tneatre at Broadway 
&nd 47th street, Sieber saw the gent 
Who bamboozled him. He seized 
him by the collar and set up a cry. 
Theatregoers gathered around 

eber and heard his story. 

The prisoner gave his name as 

%seph Spinghorn, 40, clerk, Hermit- 
&ge Hotel. He was taken by Maney 
Snd Kennedy to West Side Court 
and held for the Grand J ury on the 
charge of forgery. 

Spinghorn met Sieber at the Her- 
mitage. The defendant promised to 
Bet Sieber a job. He took him to 
&n employment agency and got a 


Plank. Spinghorn showed him how 
~ hoy it out. In this way he learned 


M Sieber had a brother, Ralph, 

ving at Lancaster. 

ne einghorn wired for $25 to Ralph 

a Charles’ name, unknown to 
arles. The latter later learned of 
@ad the arrest resulted. 





Burlesque Queens 





Friday (13) at the Mansion, 
a side street restaurant in New 
York, Farrar & Rinehart cele- 
brated ‘Burleycue,’ the Bernard 
Sobel book on burlesque. 

Majorly in the event was the 





presence of what the an- 
nouncement termed ‘burlesque 
queens, otherwise some old 

| timers of the tights. 
Among those mentioned were 
Rose Sydell, Annie Ashley 
Vinnie Henshaw and Viola 


Hastings, 


TOPLITZKY’S NAME HOP 
IN ERLANGER TRIAL 


Joe Toplitzky must be better 
known on the Coast. Only the op- 
posing counsel and two or three in- 
timate witnesses had any knowl- 
edge of Toplitzky’s 














in the Erlanger will suit 
Surrogate O’Brien. Counsel Isidore 
Kresel for the estate managed 
bring titters from the spectators 
when Sidney Grant, colored 
man waiter, suddenly recalled 
meeting Toplitzky January of 1930. 

Grant’s testimony related to a 
trip to the Coast by the late theatre 
magnate during which Grant served 
as a waiter on the special car car- 
rying the Erlanger party. Toplitzky 
said Grant was the man who met 
the party on arrival in Los An- 
geles. 

Earlier testimony by other wit- 
nesses related to bills, charge ac- 
counts and house rentings by Er- 
langer and Miss Fixel, during 
which the witnesses testified they 
knew the latter as ‘Mrs’ Erlanger. 
So far only the plaintiff's wit- 
nesses have been called. 

On Monday (16) Samuel Unter- 
myer, special counsel for the es- 
tate, which is opposing Miss Fixel’s 
claims, did not attend the trial. 

A steadily diminishing count of 
reporters and spectators to be no- 
tated, though the curious siill 
crowd the courtroom. 

Contestant’s half of 
gates hearing is expected to 
end tomorrow (Wednesday). At 
that time Max Steuer, cttorney for 
the contestant will have taken 17 
days for the introduction of testi- 
mony on behalf of his client. 


Hopper Held on Fight 
Charge—Just Stew Stuff 


Tom J. Hopper, 42, of the 44th 
St. Hotel, reputed bookmaker, 
waived examination in the West 
Side Court on the charge of feloni- 
ous assault. He was held by Mag- 
istrate Brandt in $1,500 bail for the 
action of the grand jury. Hopper 
obtained bail. 

The bookie is charged with beat- 
ing Harry Ettinger, 33, salesman, of 
95 Main street, Hempstead, L. I. 
Assault occurred in Hopper’s apart- 
ment. The latter’s wife sought to 
separate the combatants but guests 
were forced to intervene. 

The assault was the result of too 
much imbibing, said the couple. 
They were unable to shed any light 
on the cause of the fight. Ettinger 
said he met Hopper in a Broadway 
speak. They became friendly and 
went to Hopper’s apartment for 
more liquor. 

Ettinger testified he was awak- 
ened by Hopper who was carving 
his throat with a safety blade. An 
ambulance surgeon had to put six 
stitches in Ettinger’s neck. Hopper’s 
face was badly swollen. He eaid 
that Ettinger gave him his lumps. 

Fi Johnson, attorney for Hopper, 
waived examination. Ettinger was 
charged with disorderly conduct, 


CHEMICAL CLOSED NIGHTS 


Bank Will Provide Drop Deposit 
Vault For After Banking Hours 


the surro- 














On Jan. 9 the Chemical National 
Bank in the Paramount building will 
abandon its continuous service from 
10 a. m. until 11 p. m. Bank will 
remain open for business there- 
after until four in the afternoon, 
but to serve late deposits by cus- 
tomers, a slot deposit vault is to be 
erected. 

The Chemica) has had the day 
and night service since opening the 
Paramount branch some years ago. 
It has been mostly of use to the 
late depositors. 

At the time of installing the de- 
posit vault, the bank will also open 
a regular safe deposit vault depart- 
iment, to the rear of its present 


banking floor. 
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Pull- 





STOLE CLOTHES AND 
FURS FOR SHOW GIRL 


Margaret Hines, former show gir], 
was the innocent recipient of some 
stolen clothes and furs that were 
given to her by Joe Mulcahy, 33, no 
home. Mulcahy is a 
painter 

According to detectives Vincent 
©Q’Donneil and Charles Kellerman of 





jobless 





the West 68th street station, Mul 
cahy robbed the apartment of Mrs. | 
Mae Graton of 208 West 69th street. 
She discovered the burglary when | 
she returned from a shopping trip. | 

Dwellers in the building told de- | 
tectives that Mulcahy was seen to | 
enter Mrs. Graton’s fiat. They 
He is alleged to have 
admitted he stole the articles and 
gave them to the former show girl. 

O’Donnell and Kellerman asserted 





Mulcahy is enamoured of Miss 
Hines. The latter lives at 1129 
Cornelia street, Astoria, L. I. She 


readily admitted having the articles | 
and said that Mulcahy told her he | 
had bought them. She returned the | 
loot to the sleuths. | 





RANDY NEUMAN GUILTY 


Ex-Lawyer Convicted of Grand 
Larceny—Up for Sentence Friday 








Randolph ‘Randy’ Neuman, for- 


mer lawyer, now disbarred, and as- 
sociate of Nicky Arnstein, was con- 
victed by a jury before Judge John 
J. Freschi in General Sessions Fri- 
day (13) of grand larceny in the 
first degree. He was committed to 
Tombs for sentence Friday (20). He 
can receive a prison sentence of ten 
years, 


The complainant was Arthur M. 
Grace, retired civil engineer of For- 
est Hills, L. I., who claimed the ex- 
lawyer swindled him out of $5,000 
when the latter acted as his lawyer 
in a stock transaction, 

Grace stated that in July, 1927, 
Neuman called and told him that 
he, Neuman, could ‘recover $5,000 of 
$9,000 which Grace claimed W. L. 
Darnell & Co., former brokers and 
betting commissioners, had held out 
on him in a stock deal. Grace said 
he agreed to accept that amount. 
Subsequently in the office of Peter 
Visco, real estate operator at 1819 
Broadway, Neuman produced three 
drafts amounting to $5,000 made out 
to him by Darnell & Co. 


No Pay Off 


Neuman, according to Grace, told 
him that the drafts could only be 
cashed by Neuman and induced him 
to indorseé each of them. Grace de- 
clared he never saw the drafts again 
or the money they called for. The 
indictment charged Neuman with 
obtaining money under false pre- 
tenses. Visco was also indicted but 
the case against him was dismissed 
on motion. 

The defendant is well known on 
Broadway, having been up until the 
time of his disbarment, a member of 
the so-called ‘42nd Street Bar As- 
sociation,’ of which the late Bill 
Fallon was supposed to have been 
the head. This group of lawyers 
handled practically all the business 
having to do with the White Light 
district. 





MARRIAGES 


Ralph Smitman to Molly Cooper, 
non-pro, in New York City on 
Thanksgiving Day. Smitman is with 
Souther Music Company. 

Mildred Kenyon, non-pro, to An- 
ton Bundsman, of ‘Streets of New 
York,’ at East Orange, N. J., about 
two weeks ago. 

Margaret Cecelia Albu, English 
concert singer, to John Logie Baird, 
television expert and inventor, at 
Hotel Half Moon, Coney Island, 
Nov. 13. 

Elfriede Joseph, German, non-pro, 
to Joe Roth (Roth and Shay) Ber- 
lin, Nov. 7. 

Marjorie Rambeau to Francis A. 
Gudger, retired business man, Yuma, 
Ariz., Nov. 10. 

Gladys Moore, “Miss America’ of 
1928, to John Held, Jr., artist, at 
Stamford, Conn., Nov. 11. Held was 
one of the judges in the contest 
which gave Mrs. Held her title. 

June McCloy, pictures, to Schuyler 
Chas, Schenck, at Yuma, Ariz., Nov. 
11, 

Phyllis Konstam, actress, 
W. Austin, tennis champ., 


to H. 
Hamp- 





stead, London, Nov. 14. 

Ninette Eugenia Sunderland, le- 
git, to Walter.Huston, pictures, Nov. 
9 in Hollywood. 
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Band Leader on Wrong Stand 


During the summer a leader of an orchestra in a gambling casino 
annex outside of New York State, took time off on one occasion to go up 
against the wheels, letting the band run itself pro tem, 

Knowing less about roulette than music the bandmaster commenced to 
turn back his last week’s salary at quite a rapid rate. When the markers 
around him totaled $4,500, the manager of the casino approached, to 
remind the bandsman his place was on the bandstand; that the cus- 
tomers were asking for him. 


Rest of the band is also said to have left their salaries regularly with 
the dealers. 
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Young Sleuths Learning 

The new inspector's men are learning quickly. Bookmakers that have 
operated off Mazda Lane for years are being arrested. 

Almost a dozen were bagged during the week. And strange to say 
that in the complaints the arresting officers state in their affidavits that 
‘conversation’ was heard. 

‘Conversation’ is an extremely important word in the complaint. And 
was minus consistently when the former inspector’s men were in ‘civies.’ 
It was always the absence of the word ‘conversation’ that resulted in 
the discharge of the bookie. Not so now. 

The rookie. inspector’s men are active and on the level. They may 
be somewhat inexperienced but they are learning fast. 


Insurance on Bank Balances 

Insurance against the loss of bank balances through the bank closing 
and what is sometimes of equal importance, to secure the amount tied up 
immediately, may be familiar enough to big business but appears to be 
little known to the average business man. 

Several companies handle the bank balance insurance, it is said. Rates 
very, according to the standing of the bank holding the balance. A 
group of three banks in New York was rated for insurance premium at 
1%%, 14% and 3%. Premium is based upon the average daily balance. 

Upon the bank closing, the insurance company assumes the depositors 
claim and pays over the full amount to the insured within five days. 








The Cocktail Wheel 

Broadway’s latest is a ‘cocktail wheel’, giving directions for concocting 
52 mixed drinks. It consists of a 10-inch cardboard disc, the rim of 
which carries a list of the cocktails and other mixtures in a half-inch 
margin. On this is superimposed a nine-inch disc provided with six 
tiny windows. Moving a pointer to the desired drink, the windows dis- 
close the necessary ingredients and their proper proportions. Thee 
additional spaces are left blank for the lettering in of the owner's pert 
and private recipes. The wheel is a complete bartender’s manual ia 
the smallest compass yet. Published by the Roman Press. 





Living in the Country 

Bobby Connolly, who likes to live in the country, has taken a place 
near Middletown, N. Y. Soon after moving in he was disturbed one 
night by what he thought were mice in the attic. He crep upstairs with 
a shot gun and found a nest of squirrels, letting go both barrels. Four 
of the animals were bumped off but at the same time a hole was blown 
through the roof, 

In addition Connolly frightened his wife, Blanche, so badly she wouldn't 
talk to him for two days. 





*Telegraph’s’ Moving Night 

Most of the ‘Morning Telegraph’s’ alumni showed up at the dinner 
Saturday night (14) to celebrate the paper’s moving from the old car 
barns to 26th street. Usual crowd of wanderers flitted in and out. Before 
curfew about 8 figured around 300 or more prominent Broadwayites had 
come and gone. F 
*Two notable absentees were Gene Fowler and Ring Lardner, both 
‘Tely’ alumni and both ill. Fowler is recovering from a serious attack 
of pneumonia that had him in a hospital for a while. 

Whitney Bolton, managing editor, acted as m.c. with Charles Hansche, 
Philo Higley and Howard Cushman on the committee in charge. Some 
of the patriarchs present were Roy McCardell, James Fenimore Lee, 
Eddie Pidgeon, Sam McKee, Martin Green, Bide Dudley, Johnny 
O’Connor, Eddie Farrell, Ed Lawshe, Harry Acton, George J. Delaney 
and Mickey Finn. Last named is of the ‘Telegraph’ vintage of 1899. 

Most of the chatter was about Broadway, with the stage ‘in the good 
old days’ getting as much mention as anecdotes about the late Rennold 
Wolf, some by those who remembered them and more by people who 
had heard them. 





Feeding Hungry in Square 

Max Fuchs and Sim Linz, of the Lobster restaurant, have written 
Mayor Walker an offer, which he has accepted, to feed 100 men daily 
during Nov. and Dec., suggesting that the other restaurants around the 
Square be similarly enlisted. Tickets will be distributed from the local 
precinct station house. They are trying to get the use of an adjacent 
vacant store for service, otherwise they will employ a room not in use 
during the day. The guests will not be fed leftovers, but stew, bread 
and coffee. 

Last winter the Brass Rail restaurant had a similar food distribution, 
but it was not copied. It is Max Fuch’s idea that if enough restaurants 
kick in, the Times Square sector can be fed by its own caterers. 





Mike McTigue’s Place Closes 

Mike McTigue’s place on 8th avenue near 50th street is closed. Mike 
got a fat salary as manager, it is said. 

Less than a year ago the drink palace was opened. A well known 
gambler put up over $100,000 to fit out the place. It was ornate and had 
a long bar. 

Swinging doors, like old times, greeted the customer. 
made no haste to hide the bottle. 
best was sold. 

The backer figured the hordes leaving the Garden on fight nights and 
during the week would make the place a gold mine. But not so. Soon 
the place was empty and the upkeep keeping up. 4. 4 

Mike did his best to make the place go. ‘The crowd is broke,’ walled 
the boy who wrested the crown from Siki. 


The barkeep 
Anyone could get a drink. And the 





Old Charlie Holtz, 73, Passes On 

Charles Holtz, 78, known to the West Side reporters and cops as ‘Old 
Charlie’, died in Bellevue Hospital, New York, from a cerebral hemorrhe- 
age. He had made his home at the Hotel Edison. 

‘Ola Charlie’ for the past five years has been office boy to Eidte 
Hickey and Bill Reitmeyer, reporters, in their shack opposite the Wess 
47th Street station house. 

Holtz, unmarried, was born in Germany. He had no living relatives, 
He sailed here on a four-masted schooner that took four months. He 
was then 17. é 

Remaining over here, he became a seafaring man. Reporters winad 
gather around him to listen to sea yarns. 

Eddie Cox, Phil Meagher, Eddie Hickey, Geo. Aarons and Chas. Selta, 
newspapermen, assumed charge of the funeral arrangements, 
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News From the Dailies 





San Francisco, Hollywood and 





_ This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 


for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


London. Variety takes no credit 


ground is Chas. Arany, according 
to the dailies, and is revealed as 
holding 100,000 ounces of silver in 
current speculation. 





Add play title changes ‘Bundy’ to 
‘For Art’s Sake,’ Leonard Ide’s play. 





Mrs. Emily Cobb, said to be a 
former musical comedy dancer, was 
arrested Friday charged with the 
murder of her husband, Justin L. 








East 





Jay Raymond, Phila. vaude agent, 
arrested, tried and fined by Bureau 


of Labor for collecting in excess of 


fees authorized by Penna. state law. 


Cost him $10, but prison for one 
year looms on an encore, 
‘Graphic’ relates that an alien 


smuggling bureau is operated under 


the guise of a school for operatic 
training. Alleged pupils brought in 
for study. 





Lambert Carroll, author of 
‘Everybody’s Welcome,’ went into 
the cast last week when Lewis 


Marchand quit to return to Holly- 
wood. Not his first appearance. Of 
the original Wash. Sq. Players. 





3arbara Manning, former show- 
girl, in court to give moral support 
to her brother Alex E. Shanley, 
technically charged with causing 
the death of Rogue Martinez, whom 
his auto struck Oct. 12. Collapsed 
herself and more in need of sup- 
port than her brother. 





Peggy Lee, taxi dancer, fatally 
hurt when she leaped from the third 
floor window of a rooming house 
early Monday morning (9). Tired 
and hysterical, she diverted the at- 
tention of two girl companions and 
jumped. One caught at her cloth- 
ing, but was unable to hold her. She 
crashed to the sidewalk, fracturing 
her skull. 





Mary Martin, former chorus girl, 
accidentally asphyxiated by gas in 
hr Philadelphia apartment Monday 
(9). 


Wee Willie Robyn with Gypsy 
Ensemble over WABC. Started last 
Sunday (15). 


Fire in Lincoln Arcade last Tues- 
day confined to about $25,000 worth 
of damage. Audience in Loew’s 
Lincoln Square dismissed without 
panic, blaze being in the other end 
of the block-long building. 


Hugo Riesenfeld coming back to 
B’way to score ‘Smilin’ Through’ 
after three years on the Coast. 





Philip Hurm and Leslie Rogers, 
who sued Fulton Ousler and Lowell 
Brantano for alleged plagiarism of 
the ‘Evil Hour,’ calling it ‘The 
Spider,’ were assessed $2,000 costs 
when they failed to establish their 
charge in Federal court last week. 





Smith. Reynolds denies that he is 
getting a divorce in order to marry 
Libby Holman. 





Earl Carroll announces five-day 
week for chorus. Will add a suffi- 
cient number to give each one day 
off. Girls also work after perform- 
ance in cabaret. 





Lee Ochs and A. H. Schwartz or- 
ganizing N. Y. film men to make 
their own nictures in a Long Island 
studio. Ochs had the same idea 15 
years ago. 


Raymond Massey denies that he is 
staging ‘Hay Fever.’ Visited a few 
rehersals in compliment to Miss 
Collier, but not active. 





Separating after only two weeks of 
marriage, Mildred Gethins, then ap- 
pearing in ‘Sweet Adeline,’ parted 
from Gerard Goodman, technical di- 
rector of the troupe, March, 1930. 
She is now in court asking that a 
divorce he obtained in Bradford, Pa., 
be set aside that she may make her 
own application for a split. 





Equity split on question of Sun- 
day opening with John Emerson for 
and Paul Dulzell opposed to the 
idea. 





Police were notified 


ing since Nov. 4, 
gen in several musicals. 


to his leg. 





Flo Ziegfeld has obtained the re- 
lease of Bert Lahr from his George 
Lahr will return to 


White contract. 
‘White following this engagement 


show he intended for Lahr. 


James Holbrook, of WEAF, gets 
the 1931 medal awarded by Acad- 
emy of Arts and Letters for best 


radio diction, 





Ganna Walska Perfumes, Inc., in 
involuntary bankruptcy. Started by 
the former operatic artist who was 


. 


sued for breach 


of contract when 
she walked out. 


————— 


Frank Buck 
from a film 
peninsular, 


wife back 
on Malay 


and his 
expedition 





David Betasco’s collection of canes 
presented to Alex Woollcott by Ben 
EF. Rocder. 





Estelle Taylor gone to Maine to 
rest. Forced to cancel her vaude 
bookings, 





Paul Block has sold the Newark 
International League baseball team 
to Col. Ruppert, of the Yankees. 





Brian Aherne, of ‘Barretts of 
Wimpole Street,’ signs a new con- 
tract to cover run of play in N. Y. 
and possible spring tour. Spent the 
dark period of the Empire in 
Mexico. 





Gus Hill staging a _ production 
comeback. Combined with Jos. Or- 
nota, as Coliseum Productions, Inc., 
will produce ‘Widow Is a Virgin.’ 








Mona Archer, dancer, and Arthur 
England, accordionist, pinched for 
collecting a crowd in front of the 








that Jack 
Thompson, dancer, has been miss- 
Thompson has 
Had re- 
cently been worried about an injury 


White explains his health will not 
permit him ‘to go ahead with the 


Lyric theatre, which is why they 
were hired. Given a suspended sen- 
tence and told not to go back to the 
hallyhoo. 


Broadway gossiped last week 
when Helen Morgan headed for 
Havana with Arthur Loew in the 


latter’s airplane. Rumored that a 
wedding was pending. Plane was 
forced down at Charleston and they 
took train to Miami, where Loew 
went on to Cuba with it under- 
stood that Miss Morgan would re- 
turn to New York. Denied that 
there was anything to the matri- 
monial rumor. Miss Morgan back 
in Follies. 


Saxophones barred in a musical 
contest in Connelsville, Pa., on the 
ground that they are not musical 
instruments, 


Magistrate Overton Harris dis- 
misses Stanley Faithfull's libel suit 
against ‘News.’ Finds no libel but 
indicates that memory of the dead 
girl has been aspersed. May de- 
bate that question in court. 





Irene Franklin has withdrawn 
from proposed ‘Star Dust.’ 





Yesterday marked the 50th an- 
niversary of Jos. Morton's stage de- 
but. He is now with ‘Everybody’s 
Welcome.’ 





Mrs. Evelyn S. Duryea, the for- 
mer Norma Taylor, showgirl, and 
Peggy Track, also of the chorus, 
testified in the former’s suit for 
divorce against Duryea. Said they 
found Duryea in a Villege night 
club last June with an unknown 
woman. Later, breaking into one 
of the upstairs rooms, they found 
them together .-ith the woman un- 
dressed. Duryea is not entering a 
defense. 


Elderly woman known to the 
neighbors as Mrs. Myra St. Maur, 
but also as Myra Stephens and 
Elizabeth Lewis, believed to have 
been a former vaudeville actress, 
found dead in her room at 1250 
Second avenue Thursday (12), with 
11 dogs. Ambulance surgeon said 
death was apparently due to can- 
cer, 





Harvard has banned Ted Husing, 
CBS announcer, from all Harvard 
broadcasts because he referred to 
the work of Barry Wood and Jack 
Crickard in the game of Nov. 7 as 
‘putrid.’ 


Thelma Edwards, who runs a 
night club in Brussels, in N. Y. for 
pointers from nighteries. 


Roy Del Ruth in town for War- 
ners to get the production dope on 
‘Church Mous3.’ 


Rum bonbons under ban of Bu- 
reau of Industrial Alcohol and con- 
fectioners notified that no more 
withdrawals of liquor will be per- 
mitted, 





Dorothy Huyett asking the Ap- 
pellate Division of the N. Y. Su- 
preme Court to decide whether it is 
good manners for a wife to butt in 
on a suit for alimony brought by a 
previous common-law wife. Ned 
Jakobs is the man, and his wife, the 
former Marietta O’Brien, musical 
comedy, obtained permission to be 
joined with her husband as co-de- 
fendant in a suit for alimony 
brought by Miss Huyett as his 
common-law wife. Miss Huyett 
contends that Mrs. Jakobs has no 
business butting into her suits and 
asks the court to so rule, 








Picturesque 
makes Times 


fiddler 
his 


street 
Sa. 


who 
stamping 


Cobb, at Brockton, Mass. She de- 
clared he had committed suicide 
after throwing her down the cellar 
steps. She had severe wounds, 
which would seem to give weight to 
this plea. Tragedy was the end ot 
week's debauch during which they 
drank gin and quarreled, 

Edgar Garban, 31, of Teaneck, 
N. J., was convicted of disorderly 
conduct in the West Side Court Fri- 
day on the charge of Patricia Bow- 
man, Roxy prima ballerina. Miss 
Bowman testified that Garban has 
been following her for the past six 
months, annoying her with fervent 
protestations of love. He even fol- 
lowed the Roxy Gang on _ tour. 
Thursday night he grabbed at her 
arm as she left the theatre and she 
had him arrested, she said. In Belle- 
vue for observation. 


Society of the Friends of Music, 
choral organization, facing a deficit 
of «$65,000, may be compelled to 
abandon performances. The late 
Mrs. Harriet Bishop Lanier, founder 
and pres. of the society, died last 
month, removing its main financial 
prop. In the past 19 years Mrs. 
Lanier had contributed more than 
$500,000 to the society. Unless a 
new backer can be found with a 
similarly generous’ interest, the 
eight projected concerts must be 
abandoned, 


William Gillette receives from the 
Nat. Institute of Arts and Letters 
a gold medal for his life work as a 
dramatist. Awarded only once in 
each decade; also held by Eugene 
O'Neill and Augustus Thomas. 


Margaret Carlisle, who has been 
playing in London, coming here to 
be married to Leonard Ceeley the 
opening day of ‘Arms and the Maid’ 
in which he will appear. 


Harry Harris, Pittsburgh theatri- 
cal man and husband of Jane 
Thurston, in the hospital there as 
the result of a row in a restaurant. 
According to the story they were 
having a private spat when a cou- 
ple of tanks at an adjoining table 
horned in to avenge what they con- 
sidered an insult to the lady. 


Former Avonne Taylor, now Mrs. 
Thos. F. Manville, to sail for Yuca- 
tan tomorrow (Wed.) to obtain a 
Mex divorce in person from her as- 
bestos heir. 


Peaches Browning divcerce case to 
trial this week with the tabs ex- 
cited over the probable dirt. 


Richard Arlén and Jobyna Rals- 
ton (Mrs. Arlen) looking B’way 
over. 





Bert Lown, Biltmore hotel band 
leader, .erved with summons in 
separation suit brought by his wife, 
Viola, as the culmination of a long 
wrangle. She wants $225 weekly. 
A few weeks ago she charged that 
Lown’s detectives installed dicta- 
phones and bored a peephole in her 
apartment in the hope of obtaining 
evidence. Lown states that he is 
preparing to bring a counter suit. 





Bud Fisher, cartoonist, sued for 
$5,000 because an allegedly ferocious 
pooch owned by him jumped a 
fence at the Lake Mahopac home 
and bit Antonio Rossini, laborer. 
Antonio says his legs are scarred. 


Harry Western, who ran a road- 
house at Lake Katrine, N. Y., be- 
lieved slain by beer runners. Search 
being made in an abandoned reser- 
voir in the hope of finding the body. 


Rev. Bob Schuler, L. A. minister, 
whose station KGEF was ruled off 
the air by Radio Commission, to 
take appeal to D. C. Court of Ap- 
peals. 


Police reserves required to shoo 
the turnaway when Grand Duchess 
Marie of Russia spoke at Town 
Hall Saturday afternoon (14). Lec- 
ture, with slides, concerns the for- 
mer royal palaces of the Russian 
court. 


Bust of Eugene O’Neill presented 
to Yale University theatre Sat. in 
recognition of the fact that the 
author was a pupil of Prof. Baker. 


Erlanger office agrees to put 
shows into Majestic, Brooklyn, 


Shubert house. 





Dykeman and Marble Hill the- 
atres, both in Harlem, double 
picketed. Old union is picketing the 
house with statement it does not 
employ members of Local 306. 
Other set carry placards stating 
that members of the Brotherhood 
of M. P. Projectionists (newer and 
rival union) man the machines. 





Chas. Stanley, American acrobat 
playing in Havana, was badly bit- 
ten by a chimpaneze Saturday 
night (14). He fell from the swing 








landing on the stage near where 
the chimp was waiting to go on. 
The startled animal bit and clawed 
him seriously. 

L. I. Federation of Women’s 
Clubs sponsors deal with R. & F. 
theatre, Brooklyn, for child pro- 
grams Friday and Saturday mat. 
If successful will spread the idea. 


Helen Curry, from stage and 
screen star, wife of Frederick B. 
Buckley, author, shot and _ killed 
herself Sunday (15) at their home, 
Norwalk, Conn. 

Eileen Vanity, who recently spent 
a night in jail because she wen* 
broke chasing Harry Richman in 
a taxi, sent to Bellevue for mental 
observation. 


Monte Hall, radio crooner, ar- 
rested in Sacramento recently and 
brought to Los Angeles on charges 
of non-payment of the $60 monthly 
allowance to his children, in the 
custody of Mildred Hall. He paid 
her $100. 





Ruth Noble, suing Sessue Haya- 
kawa for custody of the child she 
says is her’s and Hayakawa’s, re- 
cently filed a motion to substitute a 
new firm of lawyers in place of her 
former representatives who an- 
nounced a settlement pending. Case 
will not be dropped as was pre- 
viously announced. 





Duncan Renaldo was arraigned 
recently in. Los Angeles on a fugi- 
tive warrant from New York on 
child abandonment charges  pre- 
ferred by his wife, Mrs. Suzette Re- 
naldo. Renaldo, released on his 
own recognizance, will appear Nov. 
27 for the preliminary hearing. 





Mrs. Else Kraly filed suit in L. A. 
a short time ago foi separate 
maintenance from Hans _ Kraly, 
director, asking $2,500 a month and 
$5,000 attorney fees. 





Roy J. Pomeroy, director, was 
awarded three patents last week on 
sound recording and reproduction 
devices for talkers. Inventions are 
designed to aid noiseless recording. 





Permission was granted last week 
to Paul L. Stein, director, a Bava- 
rian, to become a permanent resi- 
dent of the U.S. When his tem- 
porary permit expired he entered 
Mexico to reapply. 





Frederick Kaifer, cameraman, 
was awarded $10,000 damages from 
Benjamin Sparks in L. A. Superior 
Court last week for injuries received 
while filming a circus picture from 
the top of a tent pole. He alleged 
a truck owned by the defendant ran 
into a guy rope supporting the pole, 
throwing him to the ground, 





Home of Bull Montana, film ac- 
tor, was entered by a burglar who 
took clothing and a suitcase valued 
at $161. 





Melody Riley, film extra, was ar- 
rested by L. A. police while holding 
up a lamppost and weeping. She 
started a 15-day sentence for in- 
toxication, not being able to pay a 
$30 fine. She was said to have been 
at a party given by the valet of 
Frederic March, where she shattered 
a window. 





Fire costing an estimated $200,000 
destroyed the Times Publishing Co., 
owner of the Humboldt ‘Times,’: in 
Eureka, Calif. 





Alec B. Francis, film actor, was 
found in Ventura, Calif., last week 
after a disappearance of two days. 
He was suffering from amnesia, at- 
tributed to overwork. ‘Mati Hari’ 
(M-G-M), in which Francis was 
working, will finish without him. 





On admitting the will of Mrs. 
Alice Pike Barney, late producer- 
playwright, to probate in L. A. it 
was revealed Mrs. Barney had spe- 
cifically provided that no funeral 
services be held for her. Her $100,- 
000 estate is to be divided between 
her two daughters. Property in 
Washington, D. C., was formed into 
a trust for the creation of a Barney 
Neighborhood House, and personal 
property in the U. S. National Mu- 
seum was willed to remain there. 


Mrs. Suzette Renaldo, wife of 
Duncan Renaldo, film actor, may try 
to reopen her $50,000 heart balm 
suit against Edwina Booth, actress, 
risking arrest on an insanity war- 
rant preferred by her husband's pri- 
vate detective. 








Warrants for the arrests of Mary 
Nolan, film actress, and her hus- 
band, Wallace T, Macreary, were is- 
sued in L. A. on request of Mrs. 
Sonia Sovere, clothes designer, who 
says they owe her $50 for work done 
in Miss Nolan’s gown shop. 





Cameo theatre in downtown L. A. 
was robbed by a one-armed man 
who took $30 from the box office, 





For smoking a cigaret in a closed 
forest area, Bernice Parker, dancer, 





was fined $100 or 50 days in the 


oe 
county jail, in Calabassas 

Not having the century note ai 
chose the 50 days. Arresteg ‘op * 
warrant issued when she faileg. 
show up on the charge, Oct. 4. © 





Roger Manning, RKO 
exec, suffered second degre 
in a fire in his apartment, 
by a dropped cigaret, 


Studiog 
€ burns 
Starteg 





Separation of Lowell sg 
and Helene Costello became tae 
when Miss Costello left their te 
erly Hills home to live with Mr aad 
Mrs. J. Walter Rubin. , 





Florence Eldridge was Winner in 
a second court action brought » 
3etty Greenberg, who sued for $30", 
100 damages for auto crash injuries, 





Mary Philbin dropped court aCe 
tion against Mrs. Joseph Laemmle 
sister-in-law of Carl Laemmle, for 
collection on a $375 promissory note, 

William Levinson, livestock deal. 
er, filed suit against Fox Films for 
$206 claimed for use of horses and 
pigs in pictures. 





Mrs. Monta Bell is in Reno, pre. 
paring to sue her director-husband 
for divorce. 





Cyrus Newton Andrews, inventor, 
of Yucaipa, Calif., is asking $100. 
000,000 damages in federal court 
from the Association of MP Produc. 
ers and 17 picture companies on the 
coast for infringement of disk and 
film synchronizing devices ‘patented 
by him in 1920 and 1927. 








Mid-West 


Sammy Mandell, ex-lightweight 
champ, ordered to quit the ring by 
the Illinois State Boxing commis- 
sion as an aftermath of his fight 
with Harry Lenny in Chicago. Bout 
was stopped and declared no con- 
test. 





Two stickup men held up the 
RKO-Orpheum, Springfield, IIL, 
getting $4,800. Robert Cook, treas- 
urer, Was farced to open the office 
safe at the point of guns. 


Loren Upton, former business 
manager of the Kewanee  (Ill.) 
‘Star Courier,’ is in jail under in- 
dictment charging embezzlement of 
company funds. Paper accuses Up- 





ton of misappropriating between 
$10,000 and $15,000. 
Jeanne Durso, chorine in _ the 


‘Third Little Show,’ was granted a 
divorce here from Michael Durso, 
musician. Couple were married in 
1928 when she was 16. Charged 
cruelty. Cash settlement made out 
of court. 





Mrs. Irene Castle McLaughlin 
has taken up arms in defense of 
dumb animals against city council 
ordinance permitting medical ine 
stitutions to take animals from the 
dog pound for research work. 


Dean Edward E. Nicholson of the 
University of Minnesota ruled out 
chorus girls, clad or unclad, from 
festivities of a stag smoker staged 
by engineer students. 





Pros and cons of Sunday shows 
at East Liverpool, O., are asking 
for recounts on the recent votes 
cast in that town, which held out 
against the issue. Show ban was 
approved by a vote of 3,191 to 3,171. 


Chi Opera has added Iva Pacettl, 
Italian soprano. Makes her debut 
this season. 





Leonard Sachs, manager of Jack 
Dempsey, is being sued for sep- 
arate maintenance by Gladys Marie 
Sachs, former show girl. Action, 
started in Chicago, alleges Sachs 
is getting $5,000 a week from 
ery and also charges deser- 
ion, 





Harry Tague, Chi indie theatre 
owner, parted with $700 and a dia- 
mond valued at $1,000 when two 
stickup men caught up with him. 
Money was the week-end receipts 
of Tague’s Calo. 


Police are investigating the 
shooting of Ross Granata, owner 
of the Granada night club at Ak- 
ron, O. Granata was shot five times, 
but has better than an even chance 
to recover. 





Dance Hall Hostess Says 
Printer Attacked Her 


Charged with criminal assault on 
Sylvia Yahn, 16-year-old hostess at 
the Roseland dance hall, 52nd street 
and Broadway, Joseph Fagano, 24, 
printer of Yonkers, N. Y., pleaded 
not guilty before Judge George I» 
Donnellan in Generai Sessions. H® 
was released under $1,000 bail for 
trial. 

The girl charges Fagano attacked 
her when he took her to a place at 
1879 Madison avenue, last May. She 





lives at 845 East 155th street, Bron® 
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Tuesday, November 17, 1931 


TIMES SQUARE 








Broadway 


e Beck radio continuiting. 
Claudette Colbert arrived Monday. 
Jack Curtis yenning for another 


poat ride. 

Several 
gpecking. 

New Broadway taxt cabs pansy 
in colors. 

fa Wynn knows about ‘Balbazoo’ 
put won't talk. 

James Whittaker is back on ‘The 
Mirror,’ rewriting. 

Those gags Roy Furman digs up 
for the Publix mob. 

Current crop of cry pictures help- 
jng the mascara biz. 

phil Kornheiser is 
eouple of bumped ribs. 

Doughnut sales at Broadway and 
45th street on the mount, 

Ruth Etting has been ordered to 
Pinehurst, N. C., for that cold. 

Broadway chorines changing 
ames in hope of landing jobs. 

Roxy may become semi-officially 
known as Mayor of Radio City. 

The Russ Columbo stage act is 
eosting Paramount $3,000 weekly. 

Conrad Nagel and Joan Marsh in 
town for stage appearances shortly. 

Robert E. Gillaum, veteran film 
man, saw 14 circuses this summer, 

Tessie (Par) Klaussner back in 
the home office after a minor opera- 
tion. 

Al Mamaux hunting vaude dates 
again during current baseball off 
geason. 

Those funny mirrors in the Im- 





actors trying ticket 


nursing a 


perial lobby are Rube Goldberg 
specials. 
Equity-Theatre League meeting 
today (Tuesday). Sunday show 
question. 
Speaks in Harlem side streets 


are between the Prohibition agents 
and bad biz. 

The Phil Dunnings have come 
into town, at 310 West 72d street, 
for the winter. 


Charlie Morrison ate home three 
nights straight last week and he’s 
bragging about it. 


Donovan and Lee reunited as a 
team, split again. They were once 
Mr. and Mrs, in private life. 

Arthur Rosenthal hopped here 
from Grand Rapids, Mich., to live on 
lobsters for a week. 

Anatole Friedland has sworn off 
Florida and the southern bones rat- 
tling for this winter. 

Wife of Damon Runyon, sports 
writer, died of heart trouble Nov. 9 
in their Bronxville home. 

Fannie Ward at 62 is guest-star- 
ring at the Riviera, 96th street, this 
week in ‘The Truth Game’ 

Kathleen (Red) Dexter has side- 
stepped her band act and is re- 
hearsing a new vaude turn. 

At least Jimmy Johnston is mak- 
ing a lot of racket over at the Gar- 
den, even if nothing happens. 

Mel Washburn, special writer for 
the New Orleans ‘Item,’ in New 
York last week, met Col. Gimp. 

That Indian who’s always hang- 
ing around the Film Center is even 
beginning to act like an exhib. 

The chisel party gag is being 
worked pretty hard around nowa- 
days, mostly by the Silvermans. 

Loew’s 72nd street theatre now 
under construction will open way 
ahead of schedule, due to good 
Weather break. 

Big Six Glee Club, Typographical 

nion No. 6’s singing printers, giv- 
ing a minstrel show and dance Nov. 
18 at Palm Garden. 

Gene Fowler, whose book ‘The 
rest Mouthpiece,’ igs a best seller, 
h recovering from bronchitis at his 
ome in Kew Gardens. 

. Lee Shubert needs an imperative 
seubtion that may hold him in a 
ospital for 10 weeks. Says he can’t 
Spare the time just now. 

One of the N. Y. ‘American’ Xmas 
elu shows at a far uptown nite 

brought the fund $54. It 
wasn’t printed by request. 

- publicity-advertising, Arthur 

yer is finding out how tough it 

to see all callers. Now his pals 

r* to have an appointmenc, 
aan mugg was telling of the 

: tectural style of a new house 

me built by the chain—‘It will be 

9-Spanish exterior, and Balaban 

Katz, interior.’ 

Understood John D. Rockefeller, 
Seaton endow the Press Club, with 
tio ers in Radio City. Combina- 

n with the Newspaper Club has 

Mn mentioned. 
al Gerson put Eddie Cantor's 
oa on the menu and calls it 
foe gal Eating Place’ because the 
pa c accidentally fell in for a fast 

bans java one day. 
iseaee McEvoy, Pathe’s eastern 
of Radi manager, now midwest d. m. 
cago alee athe. shoved off for Chi- 
tel] most before he had time to 
Oli © wife about it all. 

Uhusnal Sayler is credited with the 
aude press work attendant to} 
er Adams’ return to the stage | 
ont veland. Stories hit many | 

reaae” through the country. i 
O'Neal te Yates, nine, and Joan 
ite 1 five, are carrying on a blaz- 
fathers «= Island romance. Their 
Neal re Irving Yates and Jimmy 

* Opposish vaude producers. 


| 








while in rehearsal, 


A broken bone 
may keep her off the stage for a 
few weeks, 

Nearly a publicity explosion re- 
ported last week when an amateur 
producer discovered a lady friend 
entering his apartment via fire es 


cape. He had informed her at the 
front door his mother was with him. 
The 1. f. didn’t believe him, She 








was right. 
Cleveland 





Paris 


Honore Palmer going home. 

Where is Janet Gaynor going? 

Louis Bromfield at local parties, 

Chicago ‘Tribune’ plans a film 
page. 

‘Smiling Lieutenant’ will be Xmas 
offering. 

Betty Compton not in any hurry 
to return, 

‘Life Is Just a Bowl of Cherries,’ 





iis all over. 


By Glenn C. Pullen 





Al Gregg Cameo’s new ballyhooer. 

Local theatre men planning a so- 
cial club. 

Isham Jones at Golden Pheasant 
for indef stay. 

Winton’s Rainbow Room folds 
until holidays. 

Helen Hayes dodged parties here, 
account of cold. 

Phil Selznick to reopen Crystal 
Slipper ballroom. 

Chinese spot opened in little Har- 
lem by Paul Lee. 

Esther Kluga, pianist, leaves Wur- 
litzers to go radio. 

Fletcher Henderson’s 
Greystone Nov, 21. 

125 local theatres hold unemployed 
benefit shows Nov. 21. 

Don Pedro’s band following Tal 
Henry into New China. 

Yee Wing appointed 
Bill Foo’s Rose Garden, 

Cinema Club for Cameo’s patrons 
started by Milton Bryer. 

Gene and Glen booked for Sharon, 
Pa., vaude date Nov. 28: 

Martha Bradley blossoms out with 
new West Side ballroom. 

Larry Mackie, ex-Piccadilly actor, 
becomes radio announcer. 

Lee Byrd, when not pounding the 
keys, studies architecture. 

Al Siegal from New York pinch- 
hitting for local Warner's. 

A broken electric sign on aban- 
doned theatre, read ‘Ig Sogtl.’ 

Phil Kaplan teaching stage de- 
signing at Theatre Workshop. 

Phil Julous, song plugger, smashed 
a bus en route from Columbus. 

Charlie Tend putting in films be- 
tween dences at Lotus Garden. 

Louis Armstrong’s laryngitis 
stopped his singing and hurt Palace 
biz. 

3obby Burns, head of dance teach- 
ers’ association, folds studio until 
spring. 

Bob Horter, Columbia films, moves 
headquarters from Cincinnati to 
Cleveland. 

Inez Wallace, ‘Plain Dealer’ film 
writer, doing series on Hollywood's 
has-beens. 

George Dunning, Kay Kyser’s 
pianist, sealed to Louise Seed of 
Cincinnati. 

Although he tries to keep it a 
secret, Jerry O’Connell at Allen can 
sing falsetto. 

Al Wertheimer of Detroit trying 
to reopen Shawnee Club, but cops 
won't let him. 

Doe Bundy, Equity’s medico here, 
has only had one ailing actor since 
opening of season. 

Theatre Workshop directors re- 
fused to accept resignation of George 
Coufal, biz manager. 

Show Boat nitery reopening Nov. 
21, with Maurice Spitalny’s band 
doubling from Palace. 

Loew’s State, due to warm weath- 
er, had to turn on cooling system for 
first time in any November. 

Jack Goldie, vaude comic at RKO 
105th Street, collapsed after taking 
last bow. Ptomaine poisoning. 

George Williams given two weeks’ 
notice by Otto Wille at Music Box. 
Emerico Bono’s band coming in 
Thanksgiving. 


Havana 


By Rene Canizares 





band at} 


manager of 





MGM Lewis’ sister here for vaca- 
tion. 

Palau Bros. Orch. back from Hol- 
lywood. 

Raining plenty here. No sun in 
ten days. 

Walt E. (Mickey Mouse) Disney 
here with the missus. 

Mina Hager staging concerts for 
children at the Guild. 

Campoamor cleaning up with 
‘Trader Horn’ Doubling in Spanish 
best seen here. 

Don Azpiazu and his boys back; 
start rehearsing for their Jockey 
Club and Casino jobs. 

National Hotel staging swimming 


|} dios in 





parties and luncheons with the 


Castro Bros. Orchestra, but it has] a¢tractions 
been chilly. 
Pais gave up| 
one | comic 
| Norma 


Newspapers dying. 
two editions. All pooling in 
leased wire service. High-priced 
newspapermen get $15 weekly. 


o. k. Hotels won't reap big profits | 


as the excursions booked are mak- } 


ling the boats the sleeping quarters, 


u ‘ ee ~+ retting > Vv. 
Washin. Groody had to cancel a|but the cabarets are gettin read) 


ngton week because of a 


Paj " 
nful accident to one of her toes 


More excursions booked this year 


than before, 


all | 


Jim Lowe doing a bit for Rex In- 
gram in Nice. 

Elsa Mexwell to be satirized in 
pending play. 

Colin Clive vacationing here after 
‘Frankenstein.’ 

Pepi Lederer to Munich 
weather better. 

Pearl White moving to the George 
V for six weeks. 

Mrs. Sol Wurtzel back to New 
York for shows. 

Yves Mirande back and re-signed 
with Paramount. 

Cecil Barr at the Paramount Stu- 
Joinville. 

Harry Baur coming to Theatre de 
Paris for ‘Fanny.’ 

Reviews of ‘Sex Fable’ dampened 
a few enthusiasms. 

Bricktop, taking some space local- 
ly for the first time. 

Those six changes ef costume 
Alice Cocoea makes, 

Etta Lee showing real 
food to left bankers. 

Khalife Russ joint on left bank 
bringing down prices. 

Are the John Barrymores going 
to vacation over here? 

Carlo Bavetta doing some exten- 
sive European tripping. 

Roland Toutain arriving at din- 
ner 90 minutes late and entering 
on his hands and knees. 

Basil Dean back with lots of ideas 
about his Radio contract. 

Mrs. Cole Porter going back for 
opening of hubby’s show. 

Raquel Meller studying lines be- 
tween shows at the Empire. 

Some lovely sketches in 
Sacha Guitry series of plays. 

Charley Gordon promising the 
missus he’ll be back by Xmas. 

Trudy Krieger and Ham Whit- 
man newlyweds and back here. 

John Murray Anderson going to 
do that play in London after all. 

Leopold Marchand writing from 
Hollywood that living is cheaper. 

The Cafe Berry gets as much for 
cognac as a New York speakeasy. 

Preston Sturgis on several ship 
lists but saying he’d like to stay. 

Vicux Colombier so small they 
have to give two dress rehearsals. 

The Ritz Bar is getting too far 
away from the Champs Elysee 
crowd. 

The Rocky Twins wiring that 
they may be with Fanchon and 
Marco. 

Success of ‘General Boulanger’ al- 
lows Maurice Rostand to give bigger 
parties. 

Reviews of new O'Neill play be- 
ing read and copies of book being 
ordered. 

George Kann from the Metro of- 
fice with the biggest brief case at 
the Cafe Berry. 

Rachel Berendt in new Giraudoux 
play has one of longest parts ever 
written in French. 

Paramount releasing a few of 
their latest original versions to the 
Washington Palace. 

Eliot Pau? searching bridge part- 
ners in Spain and his wife, Camille, 
wiring for the family china. 

There is an English version of the 
new Ufa film with Conrad Veidt, 
Henri Garat and Lilian Harvey. 

Edouard Bourdet showed Pierre 
Lazareff the first act of his new play, 
and the journalist says it’s bitterest 
indictment of society he ever read. 

Peggy Hopkins Joyce, after be- 
ing announced as sailing for five 
wecks, waited for the biggest boat 
load of society celebs. 


Egypt 


By Edward Asswad 


until 


Chinese 


new 





Khadr El Nahas off for Syria. 
Cav. Augusto Dalgani back from 
Europe. 


IXden Palace of Alexandria now 
called Rex Cinema. 
Om Kolsoum, Egyptian singer, 


back to Cairo, after long tour. 
Amedeo Puccini has resumed 

management of Globe Casino, Cairo. 
Baudrot’s Hall of Alexandria has 

engaged the Ten Melodic Boy Band. 


are Mia-Maouh, Duo 
llisaroff and others. 
Kit Kat attractions include the 


cyclist Aljaff, Mile. de Ritter, 
, a Spanish dancer, the well- 
known Neverro, and Miss Mariane. 


WQAM in Miami brings in At the Casino Excelsior of Alex- 
| programs of the Columbia, but the ndria are performing Emelyn No- 
NBC is nil. Local stations start] yolly, the Adalai Troupe, Lo-Van- 
their worst season now as the | }fell Ballet, Ila and Eugene, Iwe 
| States’ broadcasters are heard per- nd Iwe, ete. 
fectly after 6 p. m. Ahmed Shawky Bey, noted Egyp- | 
Outiooks for the chilly season are |tian playwright and poet laureate, 


has completed three lyric plays en- 
titled ‘Antar,’ ‘Cambyse’ and ‘Aly 
Ley the Great.’ 

Attractions at the Pavilion Bleu 





cienne Gay. Music provided by the 
famous orchestra Ben-Band. 

Cecil De Mille, American, in 
Cairo, with Mrs. De Mille and Theo- 
dore Kosloff. After completing his 
sightseeing and camping trip in the 
desert, he will visit Jerusalem and 
then back to California. 

Italian troupe of operettas and 
revues Known as ‘Aurora’ on Al- 
hambra stage, Alexandria, from Oct. 
3 to Oct. 19. Now at Kursaal, Cairo. 
Noteworthy essential factor con- 
tributing to their success is reduc- 
tion of prices in both theatres, 








Toronto 


Snow. 

Lofty Wise playing English rug- 
gaw. 

LaBourdais gets his book pub- 
lished. 


It’s a daughter at the Harvey 
John Hickeys. 

The wrestling boys are 
for a press agent. 

Dan McArthur 
Royal Winter Fair. 

Lots of headaches after the Royal 
York golf windup. 

Uptown organ, silent two 
makes noises again. 

Potatoes acceptable at box office 
for morning shows now. 

Red Mill, oldest picture show in 
town, goes sound at last. 


looking 


press agenting 


years, 


Bert Tate has something on his 
chin. May be a Van Dyke. 


Sam Wilson says the old poker 
stand is good enough for him. 

Lawrence Tibbett snared $8,500 in 
one night. Highest since crash. 

Jock McCullough handing out as- 
signments on ‘Star Weekly’ now. 

Belle Bennett slipping into neigh- 
borhoods to see her own pictures. 

Lex Robson south to play golf. 
He copped Canadian pro title this 
year. 

That sfgn against bare legs is 
still backstage at the Hippodrome, 
but nobody cares. 

Bill Deacon — William Arthur 
Deacon to you—has 40 canaries and 
knows their names. 

Son of Jules Bernstein, Loew 
chief, cops scholarship at University 
of Toronto schools. 

Gordon Hogarth heads new press 
club with Bert Tate, Fred Strang- 
ways and Hal Miller. 

Regal films have lined up three 
more British producers, Gainsbor- 
ough, Gaumont and Lion. 

Censors, long dormant, snapped 
the scissors once at *Guardsman’ 
and three times at ‘Sin of Madelon 
Claudet.’ 

Jule and Jay Allen, former chain 
picture owners, discharged from 
bankruptcy after 7 years. Both 
swore they were dependent on their 
wives to keep out of the bread line. 
Jule drives 12 cylinders. 


Winnipeg 


By Matt Corbett 





Passion Play packed them in at 
Playhouse. 

Dumbells return here at Walker. 
Didn’t stay long in the west. 

Harry Delmar’s revue did well 
on Armistice Day at Capitol vaude. 

Owner of lease on Dominion, 
Cc. L. Lutes, dodges stock operators 
who try to get in touch. 

Jimmy Coghill and Jimmy Fisher, 
discouraged stag~ comedians, plan 
cattle-boat trip to the old country. 

tordon Mitchell, Arthur Edwards 
and Charlie Wright back from stock 
in Saskatoon. Refused to go on 
Saturday nite show without salary. 

Pres. of Performing Rights so- 
ciety holds meeting of exhibitors 
at Royal Alex; out to get royalty 
for authors for all music used on 
picture films. 

Napier Moore, editor of Mac- 
Leans Mag. raps Winnipeg au- 
thors, saying poorest stuff in the 
country comes from here. Mrs. L. 
Beynon-Thomas, short story writer, 
responds: ‘If McLeans would pay 
more than a cent a word, local au- 
thors might be more interested and 
net send so much to N, Y.’ 


Jacksonville 


By H. W. Schaefer 





Jack Fitzwater, ass’t at the Pal- 
ace, is now at the Victory in Tampa. 


U. D. C. convention using Temple 


theatre two nights week, courtesy 
Sparks, 

Jean Henderson, ‘Times-Union’ 
critic, Was maid of honor at a 
friend’s wedding last week. 

Jesse Marlowe, rotund former ac- 


umnists defend them on the ground j 


that eating is necessary. Child 


of Alexandria are Sisters Diany, the! singers about supper time are cause 


trio Kyra O’Roby and Barry, Lu- 


for biggest noise. 





| 
| 


London, Novy. 3. 

Morton Selton’s name is Stubbs, 

‘Merry Widow’ revival around 
Xmas. 

Bert Errol playing ‘dame’ in pan- 
tomime. 

Charlie Jones now the film trade 
big noise. 

Jack Buchanan at the Embassy 
regularly. 

Lord Beaverbrook says he’s tired 
of politics, 

John Gilbert 
unnoticed. 

Wardour Street up. 
new ideas, 

Francis Mangan writing about the 
Duke of York, 

Jeffery Bernerd is some showman, 
and no kidding. 


around Piccadilly 


Digging for 


Irving Ascher flinging parties at 
the Dorchester. 
Fred Niblo over 
for Eric Hakim. 
Ronald Colman due 
week after next. 
Buster West engaged to one of 
the Sidel sisters? 
Warwick Ward 
instead of actor. 
Jeffery Bernerd fraternizing with 
George Atkinson. 
Roy Fox getting 
plaudits in London. 
Major Gale getting 
anti-American bias. 
Arthur Dent appointed Joe Gross- 
man his bodyguard. 
Chaplin made a Water Rat last 
Sunday by Will Hay. 
Tom Burke, singer, 
Thomas Burke, film star. 
Peter Burnup debating between 
the ‘Telegraph’ and Capri. 
George King thinking of going to 
the public for the dough. 
C. Jones, the First National man, 
now looks like a film noise. 
Will Evans reputed signing talent 
for Moss Empires—film end. 
Christienson, ‘Sunday Express’ 
editor, at all the film parties. 
Seems as though Gaumont Brit- 
ish is off tne Kit Cat for parties. 


Newspapers nowadays get all the 
free talent for their annual dinners, 


Film trade has about four men in 
Parliament now, Thomas Ormiston 
leading. 

Dora Maughan has new reducing 
recipe. Five shows daily at two 
theatres. 

Malmaison doing better’ than 
practically any of the middle-line 
eateries. 

Herbert Wilcox sending film cri- 
tics notebooks before asking them 
to his new film. 


Sherman Fisher, whose dance 
troupe is regular Palladium feature, 
recruiting girl band, 


Gordon’ Selfridge and 
Dolly at the Palace seeing 
toria and Her Hussar.’ 

Twelve Sunshine Girls at the 
Leicester Square theatre being re- 
placed by Gordon Ray Girls. 

Three thousand at the Selfridge 
party, but only 15 at Gordon Self- 
ridge’s own party inside his party. 

New gag for the critics. B. IL P. 
with an untitled flicker, asked the 
legmen to see it and supply the an- 
swer. 

One North London exhib played 
Chaplin’s ‘City Lights’ as a second 
feature, argument being it was a 
silent. 

Balloons outside the Tivoli porti- 
co were caught in the wind, and 
are now advertising ‘Carnival’ in 
Scotland. 

Duke and Duchess of York 
wanted to see the Mangan presen- 
tation at the Plaza but couldn’t 
make it in time. So they rang the 
management and asked if the show 
could be staged later in the pro- 
gram. Change round was made im- 


mediately. 
Montreal 


No nabes dark yet. 

Jake Macklin sitting pretty. 

Dan McGowan back lecturing. 

Phil Maurice piling up shekels. 

Eddie English beiting Maroons. 

John Bernier to manage Empress, 

Henri St. Pierre has 25th anni- 
versary. 

Olivar in private feud with ‘Le 
Journa!],’ 

Gordy Perry awarded Jeff Rus- 
sell Trophy. 

Tommy Conway 
lesque return. 

Eddie Schriber says best biz be- 
hind mountain. 

Gene Beaulac holding them down 
tight on pictures. 


here, to direct 


in England 


director 


may go 


the hot band 


rapped for 


becomes 


Jenny 
‘Vik- 








promises bur- 





) feated first games, 


tor, is managing the Rialto, trans- Frank Calder opens hockey sea- 

ferred from assistant’s post at Im- son over the air. 

perial. Gene Curtis and Palace co-oper- 

Gordon Reap, from Ocala, is back | ating on pictures, 

in Jacksonville at the Imperial. He| Angus Shops reopen Tuesday 

; was at the Palace last summer for} (17). which ill help. 

a while. Quebec Liquor Commission turns 
Local radio performers on the pan | over $1,000,000 to charity. 

because of consistently poor qual- Juliette Lippe cancels concert 

ity of programs. Newspaper col- | His Majesty’s Sunday (15). 


Tommy Cleary puts over three in 
a row lasting seven weeks. 

Both local N. H. L. teams de- 
Forum sellout. 
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Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Charley Quinn is dead. 

Write to those that you know in 
Saranac. 

Edith Cohen's nerve operation 
successful. 

Dan Astella starts penciling for 
a trade paper. 

Harry Namba 
argues at ease. 

Bobby Hatz is going to Brook- 
lyn and places. 

Joe Lang at his best, expecting 
friend wife for a vacation. 

Little theatre movement here a 
flop, natives want airdrome. 

Only thing open here on Election 
day was the speaks, big biz. 

Alice Carman at her best, 
ticipating a Philadelphia trip. 

Danny Murphy enjoying his Jack 
Pearl radio, also an oke X-ray re- 
port. 

Helen O’Reilly becomes queen of 
the Saranac-Malone football game. 
Boost for our side. 

Dr. Hector Benoit (ex-trouper) 
now a big shot at the U. S. Vets 
hospital, Rutland, Mass. 

Holiday spirit all over the lodge, 
patients working oon _ novelties, 
plenty of sewing going on. 

Fred Buck is showing 100% okay, 
building an airship and has his own 
idea of giving some one a ride. 

Chris Hagedorn, who got great 
okays a few weeks ago, back to bed 
with a siege of cold, nothing seri- 
ous. 


improving, now 


an- 


accompanied him to the South Caro- 
lina engagement. 

Emma Coburn, professional pia- 
niste and sister of Charles D. Co- 
burn, continues ill at a local hos- 








pital. She has been there for the 
past six months. Her condition 
shows no improvement. 
Louisville 
By M. W. Hall 
Following expansion ‘C-J’ book 


page comes ‘Times’ with added col- 
umn. 

With Indian summer hanging on, 
the bass are still striking in the 
Ohio. 

‘The Champ’ previewed for exhib- 
itors in this district. About 100 at- 
tended. 

Aldermen are weighing street 
radio ban. Measure fostered by 
safety director. 

The papers are printing addresses 
of places to send families or indi- 
viduals needing help. 

Rumor that Y. M. H. A. Symphony 
orchestra will soon be renamed 
Louisville Civic Symphony orches- 
tra. 


, No trade names allowed on ‘C-J’ 

Ben Shaffer reaction on nerve = pamne d ‘ 

operation 100% oke. Getting up and | Times’ radio pages. Radio 

for one downstairs meal and mild| Dial’ at a jit has appeared on the 
exercise newsstands, 


Thirty medicos were entertained 
at the lodge by Dr. Edgar Mayer, 
and did they say nice things about 
our san! 

The good report notice in ‘Vari- 
ety’ about Fred (‘Bones’) Bachman 
brought 25 cheerful letters to him. 
Ain’t that sumpin! 

Joe Steinfeld at the Ray Brook 
San putting on weight and about 
ready for that Newark territory. A 
great comeback staged by a great 
boy. , 

Lillian Zeigler of the Zeiglers, 
perch act, a newcomer at the lodge. 


» A few months of ozone will see her 


back vaudevilling. Very incipient 
case. 

Walter McGovern, who put in 20 
months with the ozone at Ray 
Brook, left for his home in Brook- 
lyn. Okay and arrested, an ab- 
solute okay case. . 

Lee Fester, Middlesex San., Wal- 
tham, Mass., much under the 
weather, will go through the nerve 
operation. Friends should write 
him, a game fighter. 

James Williams leaves the in- 
firmary department with a definite 
improvement report. Now an all 
up patient with limited exercise. 
Three months did it. 

Andreas Erving finally licked it, 
absolutely okay, leaving for the 
big street, then will sail for Nor- 
way with the missus and the son. 
Two years did the trick. 

Don’t forget the Saranac ‘Vari- 
ety’ representative is at your com- 
mand for information in regard to 
relatives or friends here. 

Dick Moore, the off and on boy, 
who has been battling for quite 
some time, is again out of bed for 
the downstairs meals, two a day 
and allowed a talker a week. 

Harold Logan, crooning baritone 
from Station WHAS, Louisviile, 
Ky., while visiting his aunt, Allie 
Bagley here, crooned for the pa- 
tients. How that boy can sing! 

Danny Sullivan, the Providence 
R. I. first nighter, who is ozoning 
at 60 Park avenue, looking the pic- 
ture of good heaith. Just returned 
from a trip covering Cape Cod. 

James Cannon, the Mount Ver- 
non sax tooter, gets the final okay 
papers. Absolutely arrested with 
the oke to resume work. He will 
RKO it at the Fordham theatre, 
ma Bs 

George Harmon leaves for the 
street-of-winks for a month's vaca- 
tion. George, who had been hanging 
to that bed for months, did a lot 
of writing. He will call on those 
who want material and demonstrate 
Saranac wit. 





Savannah 


By W. M. G. Sutlive 


Lincoln Steffens is to open the 
lecture course in Savannah of the 
Jewish Educational Alliance. 

Amateurs lively. ‘As Husbands 
Go’ opening for the Town Theatre. 
Admission reduced this season. 

Savannah Opera Association is re- 
‘The Rose Maiden.’ 
Date of presentation not announced. 

Savannah Music Club has been 
resurrected and is putting on a 
musical once each month. Mrs. 
Silva Teasdale is the moving spirit. 

Ned Holmes, veteran p. a., hit 
town just to show the tribe is not 





all dead. He came in advance of 


‘Elizabeth the Queen,’ at the Audi- 
torium, Nov. 23. 

Economy has struck the 
Theatre. No pro director this sea- 
son. Mrs. George Butler, chairman 
of the production committee, has 
charge of the direction just now. 

Benno Rabinof, concert violinist, 
stopped here en route to Spartan- 
burg, S. C., where he went to give 
a concert at Converse College. Mol- 
lie Bernstein, a gifted local pianist, 
rehearsed with Rabinof here and 


Town 


Armistice parade drew thousands, 
thanks to good publicity, and -.the- 
atres and stores benefited. Mer- 
chants planning second carnival 
parade on Nov. 27. 

Tucked away in an ad column is 
notice of dissolution of National 
Theatre Company; David King, 
president, signer. Abe Bass, owner 
of the theatre, will continue with 
Harry J. Martin attractions. 
Wilmer C. Surber, publisher of a 
program magazine for Rialto, 
Strand, Uptown and Alamo, crashed 
Ripley’s cartoon by adopting the 
name of ‘Lo and Behold’ for his 
magazine and then shooting the 
news to Ripley viz: ‘There is a firm 
in Louisville which receives mail 
marked thus and so.’ 

Gayety theatre returned to bur. 
lesque, after being dark for two 
years. Kane Brothers operating on 
10-20-30-50 scale and with forty 
people in stock. Babe Archer, Roy 
Beverly, Bert Wrennick, Jay McGee, 
Opal Lane, Elsie DeWalt, Bob Tal- 
cott, Tommy Pickert,, Fanny Mc- 
Evoy and Graham Sisters on roster. 


San Francisco 


George Hall building a home, 
Jack Frary, musician, divorced. 
Eddie Bush trio off for New Or- 
leans, 

Victor Rodman finally abandoned 
the mustache, 

Eddie Magill back with his illum- 
inated megaphone. 

Joe Carder gone commercial for a 
San Mateo flower shop. 

Al Hanson and Oscar Chiniquy to 
Billings, Mont., for Fox opening. 
‘Schnozzle’ Durante did a _ per- 
sonal appearance at the Fox for four 








ays. 

Eddie Graney’s, famous old bil- 
liard hangout, on auction block 
after 20 years. 

Al Pearce and Happy Go Lucky 
gang of KFRC off to Tacoma for 
personal appearances, 

Ruth Chatterton here quietly 
while hubby, Ralph Forbes, had an 
operation on his eyes. 

Symphony adds two mandolins, 
guitar and two banjos—radical ad- 
dition for a symphony. 

Dana Dunphy, wealthy gal in 
amateur theatricals, married to 
Drury Saunders, polo player. 
Joaquin Garay celebrates a birth- 
day and his 75th week as vocc'ist 
at the Fox theatre this week. 

Paul Dickey up to o. o. his ‘The 
Broken Wing,’ which Leo Carrillo 
is doing for Duffy at the Alcazar. 

Kidnaper tried to run off with 
Mrs. Owen Sweeten in Oakland 
Armistice night. Cops scared him 
off. 

Vets of Foreign Wars opened 
President for a week of film re- 
vivais for their charity fund. Biz 
bum. 

Jim Riley of National Theatre 
Supply equipping the new war 
memorial with all those fancy light- 
ing effects. 

Gordon Tevis, divorced in Reno 
last week, marries Louise Sargent 
of Chi next week. Tevis formerly 
with UA in Chi. 

Maxine Cushing, Stanford grad, 
determined to be country’s first 
fem stage electrician. Joined Tra- 
vers little theatre. 

Hotels and cafes awaiting Big 
Game night, Nov. 21, after the U.C.- 
Stanford fracas, when town does its 
biggest nite-life biz of the year. 

Warfield Bldg. equivalent to New 
York's Bond Bldg. If you stand 
there’ long enough you'll meet 
everyone you want—and some you 
don't. 

L. A. cops came up here after 
Maurice Factor on jewel robbery 
charges. Factor claimed he was 
husband of Dolly Large of the 
Dolly and Billie dance team, now in 
Paris, 





Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





The George Tysons had a wedding 
anniversary last week. 

Florist convention outfitted Penn 
lobby with great display. 

Manor, WB nabe house in Squir- 
rel Hill, has installed 16 phones for 
deaf, 

Enright has a bridge expert on 
the mezzanine giving instructions to 
customers. 

Bernie Armstrong barnstorming 
through West Virginia doing his or- 
gan stunts. 

Martha Bonini, local tap dancer, 
in Benny Davis act, using name of 
Sunny O’Day. 

Pete Higgins home to visit the 
folks before starting new 40-week 
route for RKO. 

Leo Daschbach, another Carnegie 
Tech drama grad, in Broadway cast 
of ‘Hot Money.’ 

Frank Cassidy, ‘Post-Gazette’s’ 
state editor, back at his desk after a 
siege of illness. 

Joe Hiller says biz at his Show 
Boat cafe picking up since he lopped 
off cover charge. 

Sammy Walsh, m.c. here at the 
Villa for several seasons, aow at the 
Vanity Fair in Chi. 

That report about Mo Glanz book- 
ing two vaude acts wasn't so, One 
of them was cancelled. 

Eddie Spector and Dick Rauh 
making game fight to put Pitts- 
burgh symphony across, 

Paul McGrath, here with Helen 
Hayes in ‘Good Fairy,’ graduate of 
Carnegie Tech drama school. 
Musicians’ strike costing Regis 
Toomey, home-towner, week of per- 
sonal appearances at Stanley. 

Alex Kann, son of an insurance 
adjuster here, has landed role in 
Albert Bannister’s ‘Listen Genius.’ 
One of the local cricks took a 
backhanded slap at an a.m. rival 
for putting Schumann-Heink on the 
pan, 

Bob. Wood won two Pitt-Army 
tickets for his depression slogan 
and traded ’em for musical comedy 
ducats. 

Earl Roeser trying to make a 
horseman out of a newspaperman 
who’s even afraid of merry-go- 
rounds. 

Johnny Harris always keeps a 
load of high-priced cigars on hand 
for his friends, but never smokes 
‘em himself. 

Dauntless, the screen dog, has 
been booked in the local WB terri- 
tory for six weeks of one and two- 
night stands. 

Jerry Mayhall, local production 
chief for WB, has been traveling 
back and forth to Erie to superin- 
tend the vaude bills there. 

Paula McLean and Jean May, 
both former leads with Sharp stock 
here, in repertory in Toledo and 
Portland, Me., respectively. 

Gilbert Miller has two plays pit- 
ted against each other currently— 
‘Good Fairy’ at Alvin, and “Tomor- 
row and Tomorrow’ at Nixon. 
Frank Butler, local newshound, 
played for six days with George 
Hassell and Marguerite Churchill in 
‘Wild Man from Borneo,’ a floppo. 

Bill Murray, ex-manager of the 
Philadelphia Nationals, and with the 
Harris enterprises for six years, has 
been sent to the Strand in Youngs- 


Dallas 


By Rudy Donat kg 








Talk about enlarging the jail. 

Fall rush getting up steam. 

Hal Kemp returning to Adolphus. 

Papes going in for radio program 
ads. 

Wanda Haw’'ey guested for a style 
show. 

Joe Shure managed to slip into 
Ft. Worth. 

Lawrence Keating has the tennis 
yen again. 

Bab Langley still looking for an 
original gag. 

Lou Remy rumored as oil spec. 
Lou isn’t talking. 

Barbara Weeks drawing for the 
Showhouse (legit). 

Len Brown keeping the RKO staff 
strictly non-femme. 

Paderewski and McCormack top- 
ping concert schedule. 

Sonny McFarland, 3, native kid, 
signed by Hal Roach. 

E. L. Ivey, has-been, 
dancing with Ruth Laird. 

Fritz Leiber and Walter Hampden 
eancelling local bookings. 

Muny auditorium sporting new 
amplifiers—it needed ’em. 

Paul van Katwijk’s symphony 
starts for another season (22). 

City dads’ tussle with ®dwin 
Carewe over garbage carries on. 

Marsline Moore and Paul Short 
take time about shifting bookings. 

Little theatre had its annual fire, 
trying to get along minus union 
stagehands. 

Looks like nabes are slipping. 
First it was amateur vaude, now 
it’s slicing scales. 

Cops spend most of their time 
cleaning speaks, while hijackers 
shoot up the town. 

Spec Floyd, Majestic’s stage boss, 


teaching 








more vaude actors 


sez he knows 
than anyone in Texas. 

Speaking of depresh, Texas-S. M. 
U. game rated 24,000 here, record. 
And $3 seats were hard to get. 


Chuck Meredith, little theatre 
megger, most publicized personality 
in town. Courtesy Frank Harting. 

David Guion’s ‘Shingandi’ slated 
for premiere in Paul Whiteman’s 
concert at the Studebaker, Chi., 
Nov. 22. 

Will Thornton's troupe starts the 
Shakespeare season (16). It’s the 
latest for the highbrows. Ben Greet 
next (23). 


New England 


Olympia theatre, Chelsea, Mass., 
celebrated its 25th anniversary. 

Stench-bombers at work in Fam- 
ily and Palace theatres, Worcester. 

Volume of advertising in N. E. 
papers gives no hint of depression. 

George E. Clapp steps in as man- 
aging editor of the New London, 
Conn., ‘Day.’ 

Canobie Lake Park in New Hamp- 
Shire, amusement resort for 30 
years, to be sold at public auction 
Nov. 30. 

Capitol, Concord, N. H., has seven 
acts split week and is trying to coax 





patrons from vaude-less Man- 
chester. 
Conrad Bellerose, 20, of Bidde- 


ford, Me., claims the world’s record 
for continuous piano playing with 
47 hours and 15 minutes. 

Every time the New Bedford 
‘Standard’ starts a new local feature 
it seems ‘C. G.’ draws the assign- 
ment. He’s Cooper Gaw, ye ed, 

Plans revealed for $750,000 amuse- 
ment and outing center at Province- 
town, Mass. Will include athletic 
field, pool and building to seat 3,000. 

22-year-old prisoner in a New 
Hampshire jail made $1,000 during 
his four months’ imprisonment by 
selling two songs, The jailer let him 
use a piano. 

Another claim for a championship 
—a Beverly, Mass., tailor put 30 
strands of thread through a needle’s 
eye, beating a Chicago sewer and 
presser by seven strands. 

Strike of 20,000 Lawrence, Mass., 
mill workers ended as they agreed 
to return at a 10% wage cut. Same 
cut now ordered in New Bedford 
mills. 





Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





Night club business away off. 

Mayor batting hard to keep town 
closed up tight. 

Community Fund drive raised $2,- 
250,412 in 10 days, 

Bargain price of 25c decided un- 
employment benefit at all theatres. 

Mrs. Fiske’s booking at Metropoli- 
tan cancelled because of star’s ill 
health. 

Buzz Bainbridge putting on big 
minstrel show for Shriners at Me- 
tropolitan. 

Abe Sundberg, State manager, 
married three months, doesn’t go 
home for lunch any more. 

Theda Bara coming to Shubert 
(Bainbridge dramatic stock) as 
guest star in ‘Fata Morgana.’ 

Tom Patricola added to Fanchon- 
Marco unit ‘Nursery Rhymes’ in 
Denver and heavily featured here. 

W. P. Kenney, new president of 
Great Northern Railroad, used to 
solicit freight for same road here. 

Several thousand Minneapolitans 
to make long trip to Ann Arbor to 
see Minnesota-Michigan footbal] 
game. 

With orchestra out as economy 
measure, mechanical music getting 
over o, k. at Shubert (Bainbridge 
stock). 

Sporting editors agitating for 
lower football prices. Flat $2.50 ad- 
mission now prevails for major 
games, 

One of local theatrical fraternity 
fell madly in love with F-M ‘Hot 
Java’ unit chorus girl. Still raving 
and gets a letter every day. 

Columbia boasted of two best 
picture bets in loon first runs last 
week—‘Platinum Blonde’ at Or- 
pheum and ‘Dreyfus Case’ at Aster. 

M. E. Goldhammer, Warner Bros. 
exchange manager here, promoted 
to district manager in New York. 
Leo Blanck of Omaha succeeds him 
here, 

Richard Arlen and wife visiting 
former’s parents in St. Paul. Dick 
came from Hollywood to see Min- 
nesota-Northwestern football game 
at Chicago. 

Dick Gilbert had all beauty shop 
people as guests at preview of 
‘Platinum Blonde,’ plenty of word- 
of-mouth boosting and beauty par- 
lor tieups resulted. 

Mike Frisch, RKO exchange man- 
ager, in charge of combined RKO- 
Pathe exchange here. M. E. Mont- 
gomery, Pathe exchange man, will 
be on combined sales staff. 

Paramount, Universal and RKO 
have closed Sioux Falls, S. D., ex- 
changes to save expenses. Terri- 





tory divided up among Minneapolis, 
Omaha and Des Moines sales forces. 





—— 
Hollywood 


Henry Goldenberg On a diet, 
Dolores Del Rio has tonsilitig, 
Joel McCrea sneezed himself into 





bed. “ 

“ae Mamoulian's parents herg 

wood aehtive, is oe aks ofa Holly, 

lt wakar i the = _ ™ worl 
Billy Sullivan in Hollywood hospi. 


tal for an abscess removal, 

Chevalier’s ties which match } 
shirts are no liked by the gi is 

girls, 

James K. McGuinness insistin 
that the studio use his middle name 
Kevin. ’ 

Arthur Sheekman switche 
because the first could beat 
ping-pong. 

Sam Coslow’s hokum imitation ot 
Bing Crosby and Mort Downey are 
very funny. 

Bert Wheeler's favorite torch song 
is ‘Many Hap Return ’ 

y ppy he 8 of the Day; 
It’s Cliff Work’s, too. 

A beauty parlor displays aq plac. 
ard advertising ‘tango lessons given 
and escorts provided.’ 

Pitch on the boulevard is selling 
live chameleons as shoulder orna. 
ments for women at 35c per. 

James Cruze’s daughter has a pet 
snake, three feet long. She feeds it 
live mice. Her girl friend has one, 
too. 

Dorothy Herzog has sold a second 
novel to McCauley and going cast 
in a couple of weeks to sign con. 
tracts and okay a final title, 

There’s a dozen copies of that 
Jack Moffett slap scenario floating 
around Universal. Somebody is go. 
ing to have it printed in booklet 
form for Christmas gifts. 

Invites are out for the nuptials 
of Loyce Whiteman and Harry Bar- 
ris, Cocoanut Grove songsters, with 
a formal Sunday aft function at the 
Hotel Ambassador Nov. 22. 

Herman Robbins, president of Na- 
tional Screen Service, and Pat 
Garryn, his assistant, here on their 
annual trip. Leave in a week, visit- 
ing Dallas and Chicago on the way 
back. 

Al Boasberg, stirred by the $75 
bankruptcy fee, is considering form- 
ing a corporation of _ intended 
bustees and throwing the whole 
mob intc bankruptcy at orrce for $5 
per head. 

Neal O’Hara opines that since 
Wrigley bought into pictures there'll 
be another rumor that Fox is going 
to merge with Paramount the first 
time Will Rogers is caught chewing 
spearmint. 

Eddie Kane is celebrating his 
fourth year here since his three- 
year stay at Saranac. Eddie is 
looking swell and feels better than 
that. He talks freely of his physical 
recovery and the great desire he had 
to get well. 

Mary Nolan Gown Shoppe, Wils 
shire spot opened less than a month, 
has six wage claims amounting to 
$209 on which a hearing is called for 
this week at the labor bureau 
Largest claim is a tallor’s for $61. 
Mostly seamstresses, and Diana 
Humphrey, model, for $18. 


— 


Des Moines 


By R. W. Moorhead 


d valetg 
him at 








Jean Darling cutest kid here in 
years. 

Laura Bashford new lead for 
Hatcher Players, president. 

Galli Curci and Walker White- 
side for school marms’ convention. 

With Princess closing, 10-20-30 
stock at President gets the breaks, 

Seth Parker’s ‘Way Back Home 
billed for ‘world premiere’ at OF 
pheum. 

Doc Lawson, Paramount organ- 
ist, has new orchestra at Younker 
tearoom, 

A. H. Blank’s son, Ray, studying 
at U. of Geneva. Pines to be 4 
journalist. 

Nov. 18 set for benefit day with 
Paramount, RKO Orpheum, Des 
Moines, Strand, Garden and Casino 
participating. 

Studios WHO move to 912 Wal- 
nut until Central Broadcasting 
erects new 50,000-watt station at 
Malcolm, Iowa. a 

Dorothy McCurdy _ Brandvol 
visiting Conrad Nagles, Dianne Es- 
mond, Geo. Watters, and reporting 
a swell time in Hollywood. 


Oakland 


By Wood Soanes 








‘The Apple Cart’ toppled over * 
the Fulton failing to get started 4 
the b. o. 

The Levy boys have redeco 
the lobby of the Century, 
money-making grind house. 

A Negro Art theatre being OF 
ganized by Alan Kenward, white, 
to start producing in Berkeley. a 

Fox execs not decided what to 4° 
with Paramount when it is turne® 
over to them. House is about rent: 

A break for What-a-Man Hu 
son that Joe Laurie knew the an 


rated 
their 


swers when ‘Ma’ Kennedy dropPe 
out of the act. 
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TIMES SQUARE 


VARIETY 47 





Westchester 


. hooch harpies making war 
kitchen speaks. 





1,200-seat picture theatre 
anal at Scarsdale. 
mr. and Mrs. Martin Johnson 
eoming to county center. 


Yonkers, 21,000 out of 32,000 
families there have radios. 
Femmes seeking jobs as caddies 
n Westchester golf courses. 
palace, N. Y-.. using suburban 
piliboards for first time in many 


yeerpheum, Yonkers, gutted by fire 
two years ago, ordered razed by au- 

8. 
thoritiWestchester theatres ready- 
ing for unemployment benefits to- 
ward end of month. 

Landlord Augustus Thomas, New 
Rochelle, acquired an apartment 
house in Mamaroneck. 

Nix on smokes says unemploy- 
ment committ at Yonkers when 
spreading cheer to clients. 

Mr. and Mrs. Messmore Kendall, 
Dobbs Ferry, went away the other 
day on the Olympic, Europe bound. 

Amnesia victim found wandering 
along road near Ossining identified 
as Mrs. Grace Carroll, concert ar- 
a Trust Company, N. Y., and 
ZB Greenwald appointed receiv- 
ers. for Purehase Country club, 
Liabilities, $800,000; assets, $1,400,- 

0. 

Tie twiched between grand op 
and other high-brow stuff is a 
genuine hen show and a pure pisca- 
torial exhibit at County Center, 
White Plains. 

Johnny Law, Yonkers, in cast, 
made ‘Spirit of Notre Dame’ go 
over big at RKO Proctor’s there 
Law is a former cap of the Notre 
Dame grid outfit. 

Mort Downey to sing for Yonkers 
cops at their show Dec, 9. Mort 
likes Yonkers. His wife, Barbara 
Bennett, once lived there with her 
famous pa and sisters. 

Mr. and Mrs. Pierre Pelletier and 
their Elizabethan players gave ‘The 
Merchant of Venice,’ at the Beech- 
wood theatre, on the Vanderlip es- 
tate, Scarborough, last week. 

Seeking to save jack, RKO Proc- 
tor’s, Loew’s and Strand, Yonkers, 
are asking Public Service Commis- 
sion to compel lighting company to 
give ’em high tension service in- 
stead of low. Juice dispensers no 


Toledo 


By Dick McGeorge 

Princess in the red. 

Town Hall series to open. 

Jim Dennison to the ‘Free Press. 

‘House Beautiful’ none too hot 
here. 

Moonbeam ballroom folded after 
two nights. 

RKO extra acts to be booked out 
of Cleveland. 

Name of the new bridge has not 
been decided. 

Recreation ballroom running on 
percentage basis. 

Virginia Rae, formerly with RKO 
and Publix, home. 

Negotiations under way for a 
$100,000 theatre in Norwalk, O. 

Third trial of Clarence Honberger, 
eharged with bribery, has started. 

Banks perking up. Two to open 

c, 15 under a reorganization plan. 

Though the season is over, Ralph 
Phelps continues to explain his golf 
shots, 

Theatre managers voting on Ten 
Best Pictures for ‘Variety. ‘Little 
Caesar’ and ‘Front Page’ lead. 

Mitch Woodbury, ‘Times’ 4d. e., 
Broadwaying for ten days. Earl 
Aiken, recently added to ‘Times’ 
staff, subbing. 

Ken Benson, manager of the Ava- 
lon and connected with the Allied 
Theatres, Inc., was married last 
January, and just announced it. 
Bride was former Helen Schultz. 





Milwaukee 
By Frank J. Miller 


Old Palace 


dance hall being 
Wrecked, -" 
Over $5,000,000 in this year’s 
Mas clubs. 


. Manila Powers in ‘Blossom Time’ 
ails from Janesville. 
Pat O'Brien known as 


. ‘Bill’ in 
ome town Milwaukee. 





All the home town admirers turn 
ma back in harness by pur-!|cut to see He len ayes in hor 
Newer houses at Burlington. picture debut, with Helen's fathei 
8choolms a snappicr model | of |in the first line at the boxoffice. 
Bin etms at recent convention.| Edgar Runkle, manager for the 
Mmenney, who began trouping | Lunts, gets reception at the Na- 
at it liwaukee 50 years ago still| tional Press Club as guest of the 
Mo Old Timers; Charlie Hamilton, mas- 
theatren 3” $50,000 is goal of local ter of ceremonies, ' 
Nov. 23 in uncmployment relief John Philip Sousa, as suest : 
H. “yy President Hoover, dedicates a aN ¢ . 
jeska ™ Pollett, asst. at Fox Mod-!stand for the District w orld baker’ 
to Fox Placing Yorke Green, gone! contingent and gets a gold meda 
By nkosh, from old admirers. _ 
onlay won. Norman has succeeded Mary Pi kfo1 Ag tg om aaa 
. ’ sc > be « . ¢ acer 4 . ° * . . . f oO } 
plan Ww Warner” 7 Hh ee lia —— pring Tontainne and Alfred 
ons ante Lives’ with Donald Brian ! Lunt in ‘Re union in 8 ienna,’ Thurs- 
at Aaerp Paliaferro playing $2 top dav night. Nov. 12th. —- aie 
Wrvidson with $1 Wed. mat. | Chief Justice Charles a 
slarted. Fox houses cut prices they | Hughes rated by Andy — | ac 
Bale 4 slide that makes local lone true devotee of aes — 
Six now pretty much pre-war. |among the Hooverites, always ‘By y 
S1xte eMere orchestra seats and s¢ lt?om 


thres : 
aten strike unless 


Soney hospital doctors | ing for 
ambulances } missing 





are placed at hospital instead of 
police stations, 


Semi-civic Auditorium made more 


money in 1931 than in 1930; 180 
conventions held there so far this 
year, Jos. Grieb is manager. 

Carla Torney of Milwaukee has 
staged eight Fanchon & Marco dance 
ensembles. One of her outfits had 
homecoming week at the Fox Wis- 
consin last week—all the girls com- 
ing from this town and Carla’s 
dancing school. 


Detroit 


By Lee Elman 








Elvira Morton in 
couple of weeks. 

Eddie Weisfeldt, Jr., has roses on 
his desk—real ones. 

Mort Singer in town last week, 
but wouldn’t say why. 

Fritz Friend, new manager for 
Standard, came from Omaha. 

Oscar Grogan’s wife, Helen Wil- 
son, drinks two quarts a day—milk. 

George Trendle has been passing 
the cider around the Publix offices. 

Someone swiped the shoes off a 
dummy in front of the Temple the- 
atre. 

Fisher, Metro salesman, hurt his 
shooting hand, but doesn’t let that 
affect singing contracts. 

Jack Douglas, the night watch- 
man, m. c.’ing the midnight ama- 
teur shows at the State. 

Helen Harris, picture critic of 
the ‘Mirror,’ takes a lunch along 
when she goes screenings. 

Sophie Tucker says she is going 
to limit herself to radio work and 
is going back to England. 

Bill Freyse with his two assis- 
tants walk down the main drag 
lunch hour, smoke cigars and re- 
lax, 


town for a 





Rochester 


By Don Record 


RKO-Pathe sound truck in town. 

Regent theatre, operated by Pub- 
lix, cuts price to 35 cents top. 

Maude Adams and Otis Skinner 
best draw of year at the Lyceum. 

William Ricciardi added to Audi- 
torium Players for ‘Music Master.’ 

WHAM singers gave concert for 
community football benefit, first 
time outside studio. 

Willis Broadbooks, former city 
editor of the ‘Journal,’ now official 
of Adelaide Crapsey Co., children’s 
dresses, 

Players from Station WHAM 
broadcast a one-act play from the 
stage of the RKO Palace in view 
of audience. 

Leo Hart Co. is printing a de 
luxe edition of Shakespeare’s ‘Venus 
and Adonis,’ with’ drawings by 
Rockwell Kent. 

Something should be done about 
the pigeons that roost on the old 
Masonic Temple next door to the 
RKO Palace theatre. 

G. O. P. organization gets con- 
trol of council in City Manager 
government in election. Charlie 
Owen slated to become ‘working’ 
mayor after Jan. 1. Manager group 
muffed opportunity. 


. 
Washington 
By John Daly 

Joan Crawford fles to Washington 
and is met at the airport with a 
band. 

William R. Fisher, manager of the 
Columbia, just back from _ his 
honeymoon trip. 

The Arts Club puts on Shaw’s 
‘Pygmalion,’ without scenery, and 
scores the biggest kind of a hit. 

Hardie Meakin, manager of RKO- 
Keith’s all flushed with excitement 


over the 2nd weck of ‘Way Back 

Homé.’ 
-ascom Timmons, running for 

President of the Press Club, has 


General John J. Pershing as cam- 
paign manager. 

Frank La Farce, of the Earle 
ficures that Maxine Doyle, mistress 
of ceremony, has introduced 5,824 
1cts during the past year. 


By Frank D. Richardson 


Lou. Magnolia matchmaker at 
Coral Gables Coliseum, 

Arcadia club netted $1,155 from 
Sparks circus for charity. 

Carter’s Million Dollar Pier now 
charging fishermen entrance fee. 

Pete Des Jardin, Olympic diving 
champ, signed for Miami Biltmore 
pools. 

Race track election cost county 
$9,714. The six tracks approved by 
the voters will be assessed cost. 

Conky Whitehead got decision in 
breach of promise suit for $100,000 
filed against him by Selina Miller. 

James Odell, concession operator 
with a carnival show, accused of 
killing another showman in Bolunts- 
town, Fla. 

Major Barclay Warburton, ar- 
rived from Europe to supervise 
completion of Hialeah park, of 
which he is president. 

The third of a series of benefits 
to raise a fund to restore Ann 
Booker to health was held Friday 
night by the Miami Musicians. 

Henry L. Doherty announced he 
will make Miami his permanent 
home and also keep the Miami 
Biltmore hotel open the year round. 

The American Clipper, 50-pas- 
senger plane, is booked to capacity 
for its maiden trip to Colon, Canal 
Zone, November 29. Passage now 
sold four weeks in advance. 


Kansas City 


By Will R. Hughes 





Park Agnew scouting in Kansas 
City. 

Frank Hinsler is feeling better, 
according to John McManus. 

Many visiting bands here this 
week; guests of the American 
Royal, 

Sixty thousand dollars is the goal 
set for this district to raise for the 
Rockne Memorial fund. 

Athletic directors of the Big Six 
met Sunday to discuss curtailing 
expenses. Gates have not been so 
heavy this season. 

Chicago Civic Shakespeare reper- 
toire company due Nov. 15 and 
‘Fine and Dandy’ booked to follow, 
have cancelled and the Shubert is 
dark for a couple weeks. 

Amateur events this week: ‘Ding 
Dong Bell,’ by Junior Leaguers; 
‘Penrod,’ by Children’s Civic The- 
atre juvenile cast; ‘The Youngest,’ 
by Junior College Players, and four 
playlets by the Blackfriars. 


Duluth 


By James Watts 








Indian summer lingers. 

Four-day cooking school reports 
draw of 2,000 daily. 

Ey. Seibel, Publix p. a., called to 
Minneapolis on account of brother’s 
serious accident. 

Cc. G. Stevens, St. Paul, former 
director of Greysolon Players here, 
has returned to group. 

City council authorizes $1,300,000 
central heating plant after consid- 
ering proposals for 20 years. 

El Reno, telepathist and hand- 
| writing analyst, augmenting Gar- 
|rick picture bill, had lineup in 
lobby for special interviews. 

Tourists spent $4,000,000 in Du- 
luth area during last season, ac- 
cording to report to be made by 
Minnesota Arrowhead association. 

Newspaper offices here besieged 
by garden fanciers bringing dis- 
plays of belated blooms. Oriental 
poppies, sweet peas and pansies 
adorn city editor’s desks. 

S. E. Heller, former principal of 
high school at Grand Rapids, Minn., 
is manager of the Rialto theatre, 
which opened there Nov. 11. Inde- 
pendent theatre operated by local 
capital. 

Civic All Star Course group and 
theatre managers of city went to 





a worth-while performance. | 


the mat when local theatres planned 
to stage unemployment benefit 
|shows on Lawrence Tibbett en- 
gagement night. 


St. Paul 


Ernie Logan sporting a new pair 
of cheaters. 

Unemployed taking up chestnut 
roasting instead of apples. 

Food show had a record attend- 
lance. The free samples, maybe. 
| Qarry Fletcher succeeds Dillon 
| Deasey in the Shubert stock lead. 
Walter Feist wearing out pave- 
going to the Minneapolis 








|} ments 
| State. 
New 
12,000 
|} month. 
Joe 


muny auditorium seating 
nearly done. Open next 


Kilbride, lost without ‘his 
| home town papers. 

| Prosperity in Crimson Gulch: Det 
| McSherry parking 

‘hind the Publix switchboard. 


Marvel O’Connell organizing a 





Boston,’ spends his time buried in | 


| 
| 


| 





a sealskin be- | last fall. 


girls’ band for local appearances, 
Formerly of ‘All-Girl Revue.’ 

Clubs going for the card party 
idea big with $100 prizes offered 
and advertised in dailies like shows. 

Police, firemen and schools lined 


20. Parade at noon and every name 
in phone book to be called in ticket 
sale. 


‘Birmingham 


By Bob Brown 





Famous has gone double features 
Wine bricks ruled legal 


bama. 

Ben Sims is a farmer now for a 
while. 

Fritz May is helping out at the 
Temple. 

Bill Morgan and his appendix 
separated. 

Ropes up in half-empty houses, 
the optimistic souls. 

The Rialto doesn't see much of 


George Steele these days. 
Alton and Labon Delmore have a 


new contract with Columbia for 
records. 
Temple says its organ is largest 


in state, and Alabama claims it has 
the largest in world. 

Oscar Wasson says he is still con- 
fident road shows and stock com- 
panies will do a comeback, 

Atlanta is now thinking of annex- 
ing Athens, says Blinky Horn, and 
he suggests they also take in New 
Orleans. 

Frank King was the lucky guy to 
call the Alabama-Florida game over 
Dixie network of CBS. He won the 


chance by a roll of the dice. - 
Census figures for metropolitan 
area gives Birmingham 382,792, 


which places Birmingham as third 
city in South, New Orleans and 
Louisville topping. 


Columbus — 


By Halt Harvest 

Song hawkers say biz is good. 

Night football ends for the season. 

Lawrence Tibbett sell-out in one- 
nite appearance, 

Duke Clark insists that every- 
thing is an honor. 

Hal Stacy still Clevelanding, but 
not so frequently. 

‘Blue Bird’ disappoints. 
tion too vigorous. 

Variety club nearing its first elec- 
tion and installation. 

Dorothy Todd back at grill rush- 
ing and happy at it, too. 

Lou Holleb makes numerous short 
trips. It can’t be romance? 

All downtown houses put on mid- 
nite shows for city charities. 

Bill Haines proves n. s. g. on 
stage, though picture gets acclaim. 

Al Redman takes on the scoop 
complex regarding things theatrical. 

Burlesk troupe gets heavy pub- 
licity in papers with reason un- 
known. 

Convicts show marked preference 
for hotter films in weekly shows at 
state penitentiary. 

Victory ball smash of year with 
plenty noise and upstairs fun added 
to dancing in two ballrooms. 

Channing Pollock, speaking here, 
calls mid-west near future capital 
of theatre, with Broadway way out. 


Akron 


Airport deserted with U. 
Akron gone. 

Oscar Beck in east working dance- 
hall promotions. 

Evan Williams, ‘Times-Press’ the- 
atre commenter, back after leave. 

Five-and-dime stores report sheet 
music sales improved in recent 
weeks, 

Dancing with film features at in- 
termission in local dance hall at two 
bits a person. 

Burly grind still on at Grand, with 
biz slightly better as second year of 
stock nears end. 

Bank closings hit theatre biz hard 
and force cancellation of two big 
road shows at Colonial. 

Pro basketball will flouish here 
this winter with all major rubber 
firms sponsoring crack teams. 

Lawrence Tibbett, American bari- 
tone here for concert, saw for first 
time his new picture, ‘The Cuban 
Love Song.’ 


~ Galveston 


By George A. Seel 








Exploita- 








8s. S. 





Fats Wilde and J. B. Cochran, ex- 
minstrels, here with Lasses. 

Lasses White, who put on Armis- 
tice Day show for American Le- 
gion, says road shows will come 
back eventually. 

Dock Brinkley, Kansas goat 
glander, now broadcasting medical 


|}advice for Villa Acuna, across from 


Del Rio, in trouble again. State 
medical association in pursuit. 
Henry B. Gentry on trail again 


with dog and pony show which he 
sold 15 years ago and bought back 
Show now moves on mo- 
tor trucks. Not certain where to 
winter yet. 


in Ala- | 





; nett 


Loop 


Ralph O’Hara bed-ridden with the 
flu. 

Leslie 
rumors. 

Raquel Torres brought her sister 
Renee along. 

Verna Burke now torching into 
a WBEM mike. 

Gus Arnheim is due at the Win- 
ter Garden in January. 

Herbie Kay followed Earl Burt- 

the Blackhawk. 
Stein bought a machine 
he’s a rabid 16 mm. fan. 
Roberts and Maurie Green- 





Atlass has a phobia for 


into 
Jules 

and now 
sam 


| wald are staging a burnup contest. 











Niles Trammel is still trying to 
break away for a two-week vacash. 

E. M. Glucksman breezed through 
town so fast nobody caught sight 
of him. 

Frank 
affections 
can rugby, 

Bill Brumberg now country sales 
manager here for the RKO-Pathe 
exchange combine. 

Charley Hogan made New York 
by motor in 21 hours and back in 


Dare has transferred his 
from baseball to Ameri- 


22, according to him. 
Ruth Roland yearning for her 
bard, who writes ballad titles to 


her every day from St, Louis. 
NBC publicity dept. now has a 
day editor. Title went to Jim Cook, 
who’s also listed as asst. mer. 
Ted Healy has got himself dubbed 
‘One Gag Healy.’ If they don't 
laugh at the first one he scrams. 
Jobyna Ralston met her in-laws 
for the first time after being mar- 
ried to Richard Arlen a couple of 
years. 
Benny Rubin played Santa Claus 
to kids at the Fair department 


store. In November. Just rushing 
Xmas. 

An erroneous impression of 
wealth has gathered around Sam 
Bramson, which he emphatically 
denies. 


Fritz Blocki exposes. his peeve 
against unauthorized use of his 


namé to cop jobs and_ theatre 
tickets. 
Eddie Solomon getting a finger 


into radio when he opened the 
WIBO studio in the Chicago the- 
atre for B&K. 

Jack Horwits’ ambition fo become 
a columnist is being realized. He 
is gettings out a gag. pamphlet 
called ‘Toasted Topics’ for Lindys. 

Picture previews for exhibs back 


in favor, but in the afternoons 
rather than midnights. Last week 
‘Champ’ (Metro) and ‘Franken- 


stein’ (U), both at Harry Balaban’s 
Dearborn theatre, 





Boston 


By Len Libbey 


Jean Malin continues as 
town's leading m. c. 

Sixty-six midnight shows for the 
unemployed on Novy. 20.” 

Robert W. Coyne latest local pro- 
hibition enforcement head, 

Count Felix Von Luckner, Ger- 
man sea raider, in town lecturing. 

October safety drive ended with 
5,000 drivers minus their licenses. 

Price-cuts by Chinese has caused 
a police cordon about Chinatown. 

Parking discount for patrons is 
the State’s latest box-office attrac- 
tion. 

Benny Leonard barred by the 
Mass. Boxing Commish from Mass, 
rings. 

Neal (‘Boston Traveler’) O’Hara 
writes his local column from Hol- 
lywood, 

Dick ‘Pathe News’ Sears minus 
his camera. Thieves lifted it from 
his parked car. 

Al Somerby, for 33 years man- 
ager of the ‘Old Howard,’ given an 
anniversary party. 

Hotel Copley locked the door 
after 50 years of service. Many a 


the 


‘governor was made in. its rooms, 


was famous as a meeting place for 
politicians, 

3rookline selectment revoked 
Paramount-Publix license. to build 
a theatre in the world’s richest 
town when it failed to start work 
by a specified date. 


St. Louis 


Admiral Byrd in town nearly a 
week, 

John Cook joins troup at Gayety, 
burlesque. 

Dick Powell making good as m.c, 
at the Ambassador. 

Noel Grady, St. Louis 
actor, turns professional. 

‘Globe-Democrat’ moves into new 





amateur 


home, calied one of the finest in 
UO. 
Three holdovers at theatres this 


week, but two of them didn’t have 
anything else to offer. 

Mary Hart announces she'll take 
time off from producing to do a lit- 
tle acting in her own company. 

Community Fund drive for $3,- 
000,000 gets under way with more 
than $1,000,000 reported on first day. 


Rex Coyle the new p.a. at the 
Midtown-Empress. Theatre was 
trving to get by without any but 


failed. 

May Robson guest starring at the 
Orpheum and telling the audience 
how it feels to be 48 years on the 
stage. 
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Ghosts Mock a Role 


Sidney Fox, who turns in a good 
the heroine of 
‘Strictly Dishonorable,’ would seem 
better if her part were not haunted 
by the ghosts of two other actresses. 
When Muriel Kirkland impersonated 
the wistful little southern girl on the 
stage she created a character mould 
into which Miss Fox does not fit. 
Migs Kirkland threw highlights on 
the girl’s absurdities, made her lov- 
Miss 
Fox uses the same mannerisms—the 
shy smile, drooping eyes and whim- 
sical accents—but finds nothing 
amusing in them. She plays Isa- 
belle as a sweet ingenue, not a de- 


performance as 


able but laughable as well. 


lightful comedienne. 


Then there is Fannie Brice who, 
for the purposes of the revue, ‘Corned 
Beef and Roses,’ decided to be Isa- 
belle, the ‘voigin’ with a slightly 
It is the memory of 
her 
gangling movements and flexible 


Jewish accent. 
Miss Brice’s fluttering alarm, 


smile that most completely endan- 
gers scenes in which Miss Fox sim- 
pers adorably and walks with timid 
ingenue grace. Audiences familiar 
with neither the Kirkland nor Brice 
interpretations will accept Miss Fox 
as a pleasing heroine, the center of 
one of the prettiest romances that 
ever happened inside or out of a 
speakeasy. Fortunately, Miss Fox 
does not bear the burden of the film. 
She is ably assisted by a grand cast 
headed by Paul Lukas, whose voice 
alone would be enough to keep audi- 
ence ladies interested. 

Picture producers have a way of 
doing strange things. They permit 


, Miss Fox to indulge every whim of 


cinema sweetness to establish Isa- 
belle as a gentle flower of the south- 
lands and then dress her in the low 
decolletage of an experienced wom- 
an of the world. The frock doesn’t 
suit the character. It doesn’t even 
become the heroine whose figure it 
makes plump. 


— oe 


Echoes at the Lyric 


by a feminine spieler who urges 
sidewalk loiterers to ‘Step Inside 
for New Entertainment.’ With that 
promise, delivered over the wail of 
a healthy accordion. Novelty at 
the Lyric quietly covers its head 
and disappears, 

Vaudeville’s past comes back with 
a rush as the patron plods down 
the aisle to face an old time back- 
drop, a gaudily painted street scene. 
A bank building advertises the 
dainties of Schulz’ delicatessen, ¥ 
furrier’s establishment announces 
that Mr. Blumberg has the latest 
in Hudson Seal. And in an open 
plaza, splashed with fountain spray, 
a laundry truck enthuses over the 
42nd Street Wet Wash. The sight 
is enough to bring tears to eyes 
that have gazed in boredom at more 
recent plush draperies and artistic 
prosceniums. 

Ladies on the bill make no radical 
changes in variety wardrobes. The 
Royal Quintette Girls are true to 


ruffled organdy, satin dance flounces 


and stockings of deep opaque pink- 
ness. 
knee length to prove she’s a boister- 
ous soubrette. 


The premiere danseuse with the 
‘Revue of Revues’ holds out for leo- 
tards, intricately rhinestoned, an 
accompanying bonnet discharging 
an ostrich plume over a shoulder 
Three harmony sisters are 
loyal to tradition by dressing alike 
in white lace and pastelle ruffles. 
The buxom blonde o! Alexander and 
Elmore knows that the best comedy 
foils always break up at their part- 
and wear scarlet 


strap. 


ner’s witticisms, 
erepe and black satin. 





Dressing a Wall Flower 


Leila Hyams is a competen 


* maid-of-all work on the MGM lot. 


Miss Hyams appears to like all he 


parts, entering into them with the 
restrained emotion that never steals 


scenes. ‘Phantom of Paris’ give 
her another of those nice, quiet por 


trayals that stamp her as a capable, 
One of 


supporting personality. 
these days her service may be re 


warded by a big, fat part of pri- 


mary importance. 


Maybe it’s the clothes she wears 
that makes her seem just a sweet, 
Her dresses are 


quiet home-girl. 
always in good taste, always wel 


fitted, but they lack that flair au- 
dience ladies look for when they 
An eve- 


take cinema fashion notes. 
ning ensemble, worn in ‘Phantom, 


wardrobe, 
velvet, gracefully outlined. An ac- 
companying bolero is in 
corded in self material, and cuffed 


faced with black velvet. The elbows 
are punctuated with black velvet 
bows—not too big, just the right 
size to give audience ladies an idea 
of what to do with a yard of mate- 
rial and that old ermine scarf that’s 
been rotting in a trunk. 

There’s Natalie Moorehead, too, 
wearing flashy gowns, saying nasty 
things and keeping up her end of 
villainy. 





Roxyettes Framed! 

The Roxyettes are in jail this 
week. Why, nobody knows, but 
there they are, those nice, well-be- 
haved girls, wearing stripes that 
shade artfully into the gleaming 
white satin of prison uniforms. They 
bear up remarkably well for victims 
who must have been framed. They 
kick in and out of precise circles, 
each one a resigned Pollyanna who 
considers the chain that binds her 
ankle a sweetly tinkling instrument 
to accompany brisk dancing. 
Wholesale pardon gives them their 
freedom in time for the finale, when 
they become Spirits of the St. Louis 
Blues. In towering head-dresses, 
they mount velvet stairs to effect a 
smart rhythmic tableau. 

The Ballet Corps has a happy time 
as Bergerettes, in cunning tulle 
panniers, who frolic over green fields 
in the shade of one majestic poplar 


spotted against a sweeping blue 


is the best number in Miss Hyams’ 
The gown is in black 


white, 


to the elbow with flaring ermine 


sky. Pat Bowman, 
a ‘Shepherd's Dream’ to earth 
she pirouettes daintily through 
charming dance idyll. 


up over the 
world on a sliver of a moon, brings 


as 
a 


the way she ups to poor, 


Miss O’Neil’s sport dress is 





Is She Tough? 
Anita Page’s gas house accent, 


East Side costumes and the tough 
angle of her blue beret are not the 
only reasons why fanettes consider 


i the heroine of 
The lobby of the Lyric theatre its York’ 


all agog over vaudeville ballyhooed t 


‘Sidewalks of New 
the stoniest hearted gal in 
Their impression rests upon 
timid 
Buster Keaton, calls him down, 
beats him up and buens him to a 
crisp with scathing sarcasm. 

Miss Page, screening attractively 
in cheap little suits and berets, 
doesn’t evince regret for the ingenue 
mannerisms she hag laid aside for 
bristling ill-humor and red hot in- 
dignation. Until a happy ending 
forces her smile, she glares unre- 
lentingly at the Keaton humility 
that draws itself into grandeur, 
only to tumble down a flight of 
stairs or trip over a watering 
trough. 


own. 





Capitol’s Javanese Ballet 

The Capitol unit, ‘Jade,’ is al- 
ways ready to turn a hand to audi- 
ence entertainment. It isn’t enough 
that a four-handed eastern idol 
springs to life and becomes Sanami 
and Michi, in strange Javanese 
dances. The Chester Hales must 
join in too, achieving an idol with 
as many arms as a centipede has 
legs. 

Finally, just to convince the audi- 
ence of the multi-armed intent, a 
show girl gown features paste- 
board arms growing from the hips, 
shoulders and waistline, to trail 
strands of jade velvet to the far 
corners of the stage. By that time 
the audience has thoroughly gotten 
the idea. 

In less exotic moments the Hales 
wear smart jade silk pajamas, 
belted in silver, for a cute novelty 
doll number. 





Not for Talkers 
If Dolores Costello could be seen 


‘Expensive Women’ might hope to 


Did You Know That— 





Jeanne Aubert wears an ex- 
quisite, dusty pink satin gown, 
and short cape, of the same 
material, bordered by a rich 
band of Russian sable in the 
new Ed Wynn_ show...Na- 
nette Guilford was among 
those present, the other night, 
swishing a new bobbed coif- 
feur...they say that Ada Mae 
is very ill with double pneu- 
monia...Johnny Gallidett 
proved himself a hero, re- 
cently when he jumped out of 
his car and into a truck which 
had started down hill without 
it’s driver...damned clever 
these actors...Harriett Leke, 
who gives a lovely perform- 
ance in ‘Everybody’s Wel- 
come,’ has lighter red hair this 
season, and very pretty too... 
Frances Williams chose a 
stunning evening costume for 
that show; it’s of pale pink 
velvet trimmed in ermine and 
worn with a cape, also having 
a wide band of the same fur, 
there are buttons of the pink 
velvet which form a noval 
trimming...Ona Munson is in 
town with four trunks and her 
two Mexican Chiwawas... 
Ethel Barrymore has never 
looked as lovely as she does 
in the quaint period gowns of 
‘The School for Scandal’... 
Dorothy Hall will make a fiy- 
ing trip east as soon as re- 
takes permit...Gertrude Mac- 
Donald has a beautiful new 
jeweled pin...Carol Dempster 
wore a cunning bright green 
ensemble, lunching at the Ritz, 
the other day...the year and 
half old Sisk baby calls her 
daddy ‘Bob-eeeee.... Freddie 
March is the idol of the co- 
eds at Wisconsin U, of which 
he is an alumnus...Charlie 
Freeman’s oldest boy has won 
his first varsity letter, football 
...the Maude Adams-Otis 
Skinner troupe stood them 
three deep in Syracuse, N. Y., 
last Friday night (13). - 











and not heard in talking pictures, 


t|re-establish her as a boxoffice 
vorite. Miss Costello has all 
r 
lovely, quiet beauty, 
personality and enough style 
s|make her gowns important. 


fa- 
the 


requisites of the pre-talker days— 
sympathetic 


to 
But 


-|she must now speak lines to sub- 


evenly formed features. Unless 
-jlearns a minimum of vocal tri 


to get by. 


stantiate expressions that shift over 


she 
cks, 


Miss Costello won't make the grade. 
Given a part as unsympathetic as 
the heroine of ‘Expensive Women,’ 
she'd have to be an artistic wizard 


1 Miss Costello’s gowns are well 


sblack ensemble with a sleeve 
jacket of soft white lapin, but t 
can't fool audience ladies into thi 





fashioned and becoming, particularly 


less 
hey 
nk- 


ing their mannequin a compelling 
star. 


Polly Walters, as comic relief, 
flaunts light-headed baby talk, rolls 
her eyes and pouts, suggesting 
nothing more life-like than two- 
reeler comedy. As the plot doesn’t 
furnish her with custard pies, the 
audience is merely non-plussed by 
her efforts. 


Hollyw 


ae 
ood Social Whirl Oy 


By Grace Green 





Hollywood, Nov. 14. 

This was another of those hectic 
Hollywood weeks with a succession 
of premieres and social functions 
dating from last Saturday’s U.S.C.- 
Stanford game. Thence the open- 
ing Mayfair of the season, which 
was truly a gala affair with every- 
body there. 

A flock of weekend parties, oock- 
tail gatherings and dinners was 
scheduled by everybody just to 
maintain that social pace. 

The Academy dinner Tuesday 
night was an inspired affair. Why 
a dozen or so intelligent men reit- 
erate practically the same, long, 
monotonous speeches instead of 
making them short, snappy and to 
the point is difficult to understand. 
The distinguished attendance be- 
haved remarkably well considering. 
Vice-President Curtis and his sis- 
ter, Dolly Gann, were guests of 
honor. 
The bright redeeming feature of 
the evening was the gracious speech 
of Norma Shearer as she presented 
this year’s statuette award to dearly 
loved Marie Dressler for her excel- 
lent characterization in Me<ro’s ‘Min 
and Bill.’ Miss Dressler’s speech 
topped ’em all and got the laughs of 
the night, stating: ‘I never felt so 
important,’ and then, smiling at 
Vic2-Presidgent Curtis’ sister, she 
added: ‘I think Dolly Gann should 
give me her seat.’ 

Marlene—Best, Dressed 
A galaxy of stars were there and 
all beautifully gowned, but none 
could compare with the georgeous 
black velvet ensemble worn by Mar- 
lene Dietrich who is fast taking the 
place of the best dressed woman in 
Hollywood. Miss Dietrich’s gown 
was the only long-sleeved one seen 
in fashionable gathering. It was 
extremely long with a rather high 
neckline. Her short, matching cape 
had a V back, banded with exquisite 
silver fox. It is said her escort 
and director, Joseph von Sternberg, 
designs most of her clothes and 
proud he may well be of his sub- 
ject. 
Constance Bennett looked charm- 
ing in a simple black crepe gown 
with a long scarf of the same mate- 
rial. Miss Dressler, quite spry and 
younger looking than ever, wore 
black lace. Norma Shearer, dark 
brown crepe; Lola Lane, Alice blue; 
Hedda Hopper, white satin; Kay 





Johnson, black velvet; Marian Nix- 
on, royal purple; Dolly (Mrs. Ed- 





Going Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





Wild Youth And Howl 

‘Are These Our Children?’ (May- 
fair) is misleading as a title. ‘Are 
These Our Boys?’ would have been 
more accurate, for nobody seems to 
care what happens to the girls in 
this tract on high school students’ 
behavior. It would have you be- 
lieve high school girls are too steeped 
in wickedness to even make a sad 
story. Young Eves, it is they who 
start the adolescent Adams on the 
path to ruin. Loreleis, they sit on 
the steps of the high school and 
beckon to young male America. Let 
the lads heed their call but once— 
and it’s the gallows. 
These vicious little maidens ac- 
knowledge no parental restraint. No 
one seems to expect them to come 
home nights. Family pocketbooks 
must bedeck them with their knee 
length silken dresses. They have 
a goodly quota of sheer silk stock- 
ings and stubby short vamped slip- 
pers, but somehow they don’t have 
to answer to the persons unknown 
who take care of clothing and feed- 
ing them. Children not in pictures 
have to answer too many questions 
to keep up such freedom for long. 

Arline Judge and Rochelle Hud- 
son have genuine youth to recom- 
mend them. Whatever may fail to 
convince in the picture, at least the 
cast looks and acts like high school 
pupils. Miss Judge and Miss Hud- 
son are pretty adolescents, both 
sweet and ingratiating. It doesn’t 
matter that Miss Judge is supposed 
to be given to wild ways. Her wide- 
eyed youngness belies it. 





Gridiron Heroines 

‘Touchdown’ (Paramount) credits 
a long list of famous football 
coaches as technical advisors. Their 
names are offered as proof of the 
authenticity of its football strategy, 
but it seems no one at the studio 
thought to ask them if it would be 





all right to have a girl drive her 
car on to the football field during 
practice. Peggy Shannon not only 
gets her roadster on the field, she 
drives off with the head coach. 
That’s the trouble with women in 
football pictures. They can’t stand 
not to be important. | 

Anyhow, she wears some fetch- 
ing dance dresses. One is done in 
jagged horizontal stripes of gold 
lame and black velvet, another, in 
satin, has a becoming shoulder line 
accomplished by fluttering little cap 
sleeves. Her day clothes fit too pre- 
cisely and neatly to be interesting, 
but she is so earnest and has such 
nice eyes that since football pic- 
tures feel they must throw in a 


girl, it’s lucky the girl is Miss Shan- 
non. 





Lita Grey’s Restraint 

Lita Grey Chaplin smiles with 
generosity and gratitude at the 
Broadway. She thinks the audience 
is just lovely to her, but if deep 
down in her heart she means it, she 
really ought to prove it by singing 
a few more numbers. She looks 
well, slim and sparkling in white 
crepe sprinkled with rhinestones, a 
white scarf wrapped high around 
her throat in front. It is a cos- 
tume with taste and restraint, but 
Miss Chaplin should put it on and 
then forget it, so that she feels 
free to sing something mean and 
lowdown, the sort of numbers her 
low resonant voice could tear into 
with rousing results, 

As it is now, she does too few 
songs, and these too refined. There 
are enough sopranos around to take 
care of refinement :.: songs. Vibrant, 
low-voiced lacies ought to be glad 
that the torch song province is all 
theirs, instead of yearning to poach 
on sopranos’ territory. 


Patti Moore, the ‘South Sea 





Sadie’ of her tropically set act, has 


ward Everett) Gann, whit 


& ch 
and crepe; Mrs. Mabel Walker my 
lebrandt, black sequin gown; Mary 


Astor, lipstick red crepe. 


Armistice Whoopee 

Armistice night (Wednesda 
again saw the same Ever ¥) 

Yhodies 
out in full regalia at the Cocoanut 
Grove and the Blossom room for 
holiday celebrations, The Grove 
however, got the 60-called ‘reap 
crowd, as it was also the Thaliay 
Players’ honor night (at $7.59 
honor), with lots of swell talent do. 
ing its stuff. 

Bert Wheeler was master of cer. 
emonies. Georgie Stone must have 
had a suppressed desire for a long 
time to be a jazzband leader, for he 
was doing the conducting and eyj. 
dently enjoying it. Many, many 
others appeared, including Roseo 
Ates, but cute Buddy Rogers stole 
the show with his Versatile jazzband 
act (which he will probably do on 
his tour when he leaves Paramount 
after New Year's). 

The dance floor was terribly 
crowded, but they loved it. Even 
for tangos the floor was jammed, 
Yep, it seems everybody is tango- 
ing or attempting to tango these 
days. 

June Knight and Jack Holland’s 
ballroom dancing makes one wonder 
why they are buried away in Cali- 
fornia. Holland is one of our old 
favorites. He danced with Jean 
Barry at the old Casa Lopez on 
West 54th street in New York. Miss 
Knight not only dances well but 
has a beautiful voice also. 

Before the Thalians’ affair many 
attended the premiere of ‘Private 
Lives’ at the Hollywood Playhouse, 
It had that stamp of a real Broad- 
way production, with a capable cast 
including Edward Everett Horton, 
Florence Eldridge, Laura La Plante 
and Gavin Gordon, 

This smart show, fine cast and 
splendid production should do turn- 
away business at this small house. 

A host of celebs, friends of the 
cast, attended. Clark Gable again 
caused a hub-bub among the gals 
Kay Francis wore an unbecoming, 
be-ruffled, long-sleeved, flowered 
crepe. Lovely June Collyer chose 
white, as did Betty Compson. Kay 
Johnson's soft-red crepe gown and 
short matching wrap with a large 
white fox collar was stunning. 





Personalities 

This is the seventh time in a 
year the Al Boasbergs have moved. 
They were anchored four months at 
their Malibu beach house, which 
they just sold, so figure out how 
often they move—it’s almost month- 
ly, and it’s not because of the bill 
collectors either. Just gypsies. 

Nick, the headwaiter at the 
Brown Derby deserves a bouquet 
for the way he handles the bunch. 
The Hollywood branch of the Derby 
has been forced by competition to 
reduce a rather high scale. 

The Embassy Club too, has been 
forced to lower its usual prices; an 
appetizer, soup or salad and dessert 
and coffee for the former price of 
the meat order. 

Appearances 

Margerite Churchill's mother is 
almost as young looking as she 


(Continued on page 55) 


— | 





a smart white satin sports dress 
made dashing with green and white 
polka dots, which permits her 
plenty of freedom for her willing 
ness to accent her figure in comic 
curves. 





‘Stardust’ Obscures a Star 

The Paramount stage show ‘Star- 
dust’ has so many good things in 
it that even Harriet Hoctor’s seren® 
loveliness can only be an incident. 
It’s a loosely knit show, uncertain 
where its punch lies. Though ao 
better than not having any punc® 
at all, it doesn’t give Miss Hoctor § 
hunting ballet a chance to realizé 
its fullest possibilities. This thrill- 
ing routine is buried in @ og” 
of riches, instead of shining 45 i 
deserves, a single perfect gem. eo 
the finale Miss Hocto> proves th 
even acrobatic, tortuous dancing 
can have grace. 

With body arched back, she 
brushes her head with back kicks, 
a feat that if it can be accomplish® 
at all, is usually accompanied y. 
strain and agonized efforts. 

Miss Hoctor’s costume, her cus“ 
tomary single layer of chiffon for 
a bodice, this time is attached to 
an ungainly looking skirt of white 
coque feathers. Armida has severa 
new gold cloth dresses to flatter her 





sprightly scamperings. 
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American Federation of Labor de- 
eidead that all theatrical charters 
ghould issue through the White Rats 


actors’ Union. 





Movement afoot to tax all Chicago 

theatre except picture houses. City 

ed money. Small vaude houses 
yesenting exclusion of pictures, 





Music Publishers’ Protective As- 
gociation formed to correct trade 
abuses and payments to singers. 





Loretta, who had a posing act 
with a setter, sued a Broklyn deliv- 
ery company for $1,000 for the death 
of the animal, which had been killed 
by one of its trucks. Jury found 
for the defendant on the ground that 
go valuable a pooch should not have 
been permitted off leash. 

Road shows were having trouble 
getting stage hands. The men pre- 
ferred $20 or $25 a week in New 
York to $35-$40 on the road. 

Charlie Ahern, trick cycle rider, 
found a copy of one of his freak 
bicycles being built at a repair shop 
he patronized. Smashed the wheel 
beyond repair, and later mixed it 
with ‘Doc’ Armstrong, who had or- 
dered the infringement built. 

New York theatres were raising 
admissions to Sunday concerts. The 
Palace up to $2 top and other Keith 
houses boosted two bits per seat. 





Loew offices posted a new rule re- 
quiring all agents to submit acts in 
person instead of through deputies. 
Had just cut down old accredited 
list and still too many act peddlers 
around. 





Agent for Alfred De Courville, 
London showman, went back home 
without any contracts. Unable to 
find any suitable acts that were idle. 


90 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clipper’) 





City of Albany changed name of 
the street leading to the new home 
of J. K. Emmett, Wolfert’s Roost, 
from Laughlin to Emmett street. 


Mile. Rhea (Hortense Loret) made 
her American debut at the Park 
theatre, Brooklyn, under the man- 
agement of H. J. Sargent, who sold 
his contract with Modjeska, expect- 
ing to duplicate her hit with the 
unknown French star, In spite of 
the fact that she spoke with a strong 
accent, her acting found approval. 
Sargent lost his star after a few 
weeks, but under other management 
she was highly successful, remain- 
ing in this country until retirement. 
Her great success was in ‘Josephine, 
Empress of the French,’ in which 
she starred for several years. 





Harry Mack was advertising for 
Vaude acts for a show to tour N. Y. 
State. Added that salaries were 


sure, as the horses and wagons were 
his own. 





Charles Frohman was again man- 
‘ging a minstre) troupe for Haverly, 
following a brief stay at the Madi- 
#0n Square, New York, as manager. 
Still under contract to the theatre, 
but borrowea because of his ability 
to put a show over. 





W. W. Cole, one of the leading cir- 
+g men, was organizing to play the 
\- hite, Arkansas and Mississippi 
— Traveled by two steamers 

da barge. Carried five cages of 
animals. Cole said it wasn’t his. 





— Forepaugh claiming to have 
Just : $250,000 on the circus season 
‘abo Closing. Going to put it into 

ut two blocks’ of residences in 


Phila 
+ Alread . 
ese. eady owned 116 houses 





Something reminiscent in an ad- 

pant of three U. 8 acts tour- 

Bei)! = aren, Top line runs, ‘Mar- 

don't y France, here we are, and 
ou for , 

the AEP. set it” Paraphrased by 


ve 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


In stating in connection with its refinancing outline that a receivership 
was the alternative, RKO left itself wide open, according to the better 
informed on stock manipulations, Even an official suggestion of a re- 
ceivership for RKO doesn’t carry much weight in the same circles, owing 
to the close hook-up apparently between RKO, NBC and Radio City. 
The first two are of the Radio group, while Radio City is taken to spell 
Rockefeller in the show business, And the Rockefellers along with Radio 


City expect RKO to operate a couple of theatres within the high cost 
development, 


The RKO new financing idea of an assessment on stockholders through 
a reduction of the capital stock seems to have sent the RKO stock quo- 
tation far below the contemplated cost of the $5 new sharing. It also 
brings back to life, according to the layout, the 500,000 shares of RKO 
B stock that the Radio Corporation of America received at the formation 


“3 RKO for seemingly lending the name of Radio to that new organiza- 
tion. 


The 500,000 Class B stock was claused by covenants that stated the 
RKO A or common would have to receive two successive yearly dividends 
of at least $2 each before the B stock could have voice or value among 
the RKO holdings. The new deal brings the B stock right into being 
through its reduction of 125,000 shares of the new stock, reduced at the 
ratio of four to one. 


Minority stockholders and creditors of RKO are reported casting about 
for an opening to question the new stock deal. It comes up for a first 
hearing at an RKO stockholders meeting in New York Dec. 10. 

Underneath the entire matter, it is understood that General Electric 
or one of the G. E. subsids will or has taken over the entire financing of 
RKO to date, amounting to around 11 millions. Six millions of that 
amount was previously borrowed with arrangements reported for. its 
payment in installments during the next two years. 

There is said to have been some reference to a receivership at the 
RKO board of directors’ meeting over the refinancing plan, after the 
plan had been submitted to a couple of sets of attorneys. The board 
meeting was quite stormy from the accounts, with Hiram Brown, the 
RKO pres, in the center of the controversy. Mention of the receivership 
as an alternative in the letter sent to RKO stockholders advising of the 
plan is claimed to have been an aftermath of the talk during the board's 
session, 





That boresome Academy banquet last week on the coast which fetched 
so much criticism because of its tediousness, had another one of those 
unusual highlights punctuating the proceedings, unusual as the w.k. 
unusual Calif. weather. It had to de with Lawrence Grant, English 
legit-film actor, who announced that while he has been an alien in the 
United States for 28 years it fell to his lot to have the honor of intro- 
ducing Vice-President Charles Curtis to the 1,800 Hollywood notables 
attending the function. 

Grant pulled one of those cracks also which would be the broadest 
and most obvious hokum of ancient texture were it not for the apparent 
earnestness of the announcement. Grant went into a spiel about the 
warmth and goodfellowship that attends one being popularly called by 
a nickname or a first name, stating that ‘Dolly’ (referring to Mrs. Edward 
Everett Gann) had such a nice homey sound. ‘And so, ladies and gentle- 
men’, he concluded, ‘it gives me great pleasure to introduce you to Dolly, 
otherwise known as Mrs. ’, with which Grant started fumbling for 
his program notes, requiring a full minute until he identified Dolly as 
Mrs, Gann, ; 








General survey of picture production methods and costs is expected to 
be the next subject taken up by the producers-technicians committee of 
the Academy. The study would be as exhaustive and detailed in its large 
field as have been the Academy’s researches on aperture standardiza- 
tion, standard release print leaders, camera silencing and other technical 
problems considered in the last two years. 

Economies in set construction and in set-up time to be effected by 
the 3 x 4 aperture standard, and other useful results of previous research 
work done by Irving Thalberg’s committee are reported to have sold 
coast producers on the value of industry research. 

From time to time individual producing companies have attempted to 
analyze and improve their plant's operations ,the efforts usually petering 
out with the installation of string-saving efficiency ‘experts’. Producers 
have found it hopeless to get any reai lowdown from their own em- 
ployees, Latter suspect any one-studio investigation as an attack on 
their jobs or place in the organization, and the yes habit prevents any 
boss from collecting honest criticism from his underlings, 


_ 





Before the first theatre preview the average feature runs through the 
projection machine 50 times in the studio or elsewhere. First batch of 
showings are the daily rushes, projected for the director, cast and execs 
the day after they are shot. Immediately the cutter begins assembling 
the picture in sequence, so he runs it several times daily. 

After the picture has been completed and the first rough cut put to- 
gether, the sound department and laboratory each have about five show- 
ings. Film editor and director have around 15 private runnings to 
tighten up the dramatics. Execs also ring themselves in for a dozen or 
so projections to hand out advice to the editor and the director. Star 
also has his or her private showings which usually come just before the 
preview, as do several projections for wives of the executives who give 
their okay before it goes out of the studp. 

Last showings are usually for the laboratory bosses who make recom- 
mendations for the printing. Finally everybody connected with the 
pictures has a last look in the studio before the preview. 

o 


Picture producers have discovered what is the first loophole in all 
forms of censorship as well as their own Hays Production Code. There 
is no provision, it is officially conceded, in any censor law which rules 
on the quality or extent of gruesomeness, 

Sex, crime, ridicule, politics, church and school—all are taken care of 
in the censor book. 

Universal’s ‘Frankenstein’ is bringing the consorial oversight of grue- 
someness into the light. The Hays office admits that under the code it 
is powerless to take a stand on the subject. The same goes for the 
censors, it is also added. Only way in which a gruesome picture can 
suffer, it is pointed out, is by the fans, themselves, staying away. 

To avoid wholesale cutting of pictures by censors, Paramount has 
instituted a system whereby a full script of the picture, ag finally cut 
and edited, goes to each exchange. 

This making 150 scripts of scene—by scene action and dialog. Idea is 
to avoid taking out whole sections, as in the past, when censor boards 

je certain phases. 

a ae rhe picture and the objections are made, censors and 
Paramount representatives will now have a detailed script in front of 
them, thus enabling the latter to point out how by making a minimum of 
cuts the objective stuff can be removed and not by the wholesale method 
of the past which in many cases killed the story. 








Paramount, in seeking to end the m : 
classics with what is claimed a new slant for yarns, First example of a 


story obtained this way will be released in ‘Rich Man’s Folly,’ starring 
George Bancroft. 





‘Folly’ is identically the same basic plot as used by Charlies Dickens 


for his ‘Dombey and Son.’ Par stripped the plot bare of all trimmings 
and rewrote it into a modern version, leaving the piot untouched. 

It is declared that several other old but fine stories are being read in 
the same way for Par. Mentioned are novels by Dostievsy and Balzac 
and Irving’s ‘Rip Van Winkle.’ 





United Artists is realizing a considerable saving on overhead charged 
to the distribution department through replacement of its sales house 
organ, ‘United Action,’ by mimeographed copies of orders and other 
material mailed direct to exchanges. Sometime before ‘United Action’ 
was di.pensed with, UA was also getting out ‘United Artists’ Dispatch,’ 
which went to both exchanges and exhibitors. That lasted five weeks. 

Ail mimeography to the distribution force is clearing through Paul 
Lazarus, sales promotion manager, instead of through the publicity 
department, 

For years UA distributed its house organ twice monthly. 





Latest idea for a Soviet picture, financed by Americans, is that of 
Rowland Brown of Universal Films in Hollywood. 

Director was in Paris during summer in party with Basil Woon, Fox 
Movietone cameraman, and his brother, Buster Syd Brown. When he 
returned to the States his brother and cameramen went on to Berlin 
to obtain location shots and only recently returned. 

Cable from Brown this week instructs his brother to make all inquiries 
about making picture in Russia in late winter or early spring for °’32 
fall release in America. 

Buster is in a huddle with Soviet officials in Paris about the matter. 





One of the first acts of one of the new managers installed in a newly- 
acquired Skouras house in the Bronx was to protest a local paper’s 45- 
cent a line ad rate. This manager, from the mid-west, declared he paid 
35 cents a line in Cleveland and could not see why he should pay more 
in the Bronx. 

Paper's representative quoted circulation figures to explain his sheet’s 
ad rate, but to the manager this made no difference. He paid 35 cents a 
line in Cleveland and would pay no more than 36 cents a line anywhere 
else. His ad is out of the Bronx paper. 





Whether the film industry consolidates or merges itself down to two 
or one companies the Hays Organization will enjoy uninterrupted office 
head revenue. The loss of such members as First National and now 
Pathe, as individual and separately paying members, hasn’t sheared a 
centime off the current membership donations to the Hays fund, accord- 
ing to authorities. 

When one leaves off the others assume the additional burden of 
expense. Hays members, it is reported, are now assessed according to 
their demands upon the organization. 





A short, material for which is now being assembled, will be sold either 
to a national distributor or independently, on the strength of its con- 
taining the only photographs ever taken of the obscure San Blas Indians 
of Panama, one group of which are pure Albinos. 

Earl Rossman, explorer of the Latin-American Expedition, photo- 
graphed around 1,000 feet of the Indians, whose strictness of life up te 
now has forbade any filming. One of the tribe’s rules is not permitting 
a white man to stay within its territory over night. 





Award by the Academy for the best sound to Paramount brings up 
Western Electric’s attitude toward that studio. 

W. E. men during the past year have repeatedly pointed out Para- 
mount as one of the most scientifically sympathetic and co-operative 
studios of all its producer licensees. Par. accepted every advice from 
the electric and adopted devices as soon as made ready. This studio was 
the first to use ‘noiseless recording,’ initial picture with the improved 
method being ‘The Right to Love.’ 





Any insurance company looking for new business, and millions of dol- 
lars worth, can get it by merely offering to protect distributors against 
picture rental losses through contract cancellations. Head of one pro- 
duction company stated that he would pay any insurance agent who 
could write such a policy a handsome commission out oz his own pocket. 
Other high picture executives also regard contract insurance as the big- 
gest laugh of the year. There have been reports of this type of film in- 
surance floating around the country. 





Just what a deluxe picture theatre means to a community and that 
community’s economic welfare was fully manifested by the endorsement 
accorded Rasty Wright, manager of Grauman’s Chinese in Hollywood 
by the Hollywood Blvd. Ass'n. 

Latter has been agitating for some time to bring the Chinese back 
as a de luxer and had been circulating its roster regularly to ‘get the old 
tux out of the mothballs and be on hand’, etc., for the premiere last 
Friday. 





Location scenes for ‘Sooky,’ Paramount, were made at San Bernar- 
dino and in spotting action around one house, Norman Taurog, director, 
thought there should be a water faucet on the front of the house. Roy 
Kreuger, prop man, scurried back to his prop car and returned, proudly 
carrying the required plumbing. 

‘For seven years,’ said Kreuger, ‘I've been carting this faucet around. 
I knew that someone would finally ask for one.’ 





Paramount and Fox-West Coast, supposed to appear tomorrow (17) 
in Los Angeles superior court to show cause as to why a temporary in- 
junction should not be issued on the title ‘Monkey Business’, are expected 
to ask more time. Petition for an injunction and accounting of profits 
on the Marx Bros. picture was filed on behalf of Olsen & Johnson, who 
appeared in the 1926 coast revue, ‘Monkey Business’, and a tab and vode 
version afterward. Only the title of the Marx Bros. picture is objected to. 





New hydraulic raising device for cameras, to get the same type of 
shots so far only possible by the costly camera crane, hag been in- 
vented by James A. Hutchins, and is being tested at Roach with that 
studio having first rights. 

Device is said to cost only $3,000 against the 50 grand of the crane 
system. Hutchins is the father of Wheezer of ‘Our Gang.’ 

Ted Ireland, who has done considerable portrait painting, was called 
upon by Metro to do a special painting for lobby use at the Astor, New 
York. He signs those paintings Vincentini. 

Years ago Ireland was a roommate of George Bellows, widely known 
for his pantings of fighters and ring activities. 





Surrender to the Hearst papers’ attack on Five Star Final’ was mani- 
fested by Warner Bros. during the fourth and final week of the picture 
at the new Western, Los Angeles. Advertising was changed to get away 
from brickbatting tabloidia and plugging Edward G. Robinson’s acting, 
ete., instead. Another indication was Jack Warner's partying Louella 





aterial ogre, has gone back to the | 


O. Parsons, Hearst picture editor, to the Stanford-U. S. C. football game. 





Warners is said Mouse’ 
rights. 

Same co. said to have bid $17,500 for ‘Hot Money’, wanting it for Edw. 
G. Robinson. 


to have paid $22,000 for Brady’s ‘Church 





Dr. La Porte, head researcher for Paramount, has not yet replaced hig 
immediate aide, L. Del Riccio. Latter has since become a producer of 
travelog pictures. 
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Cleveland Now Non-Franchised Legit 
Town with Shuberts Out of Hanna 





> 


Cleveland, Nov. 16. 
Shuberts as the result of going 
into receivership have dropped 
their franchise on the local Hanna, 
putting its operation into hands of 
Carl Hanna, millionaire theatre and 
newspaper owner, 


With the withdrawal of Shuberts 


from the Hanna, both of the town’s 
legit houses are now controlled by 
local interests. Other theatre is the 
Ohio, only legit house in the coun- 
try taken over by Loew’s when Er- 
langer’s reneged. 

Carl Hanna, who formerly had a 
minority voice in the local com- 
pany When Lee Shubert was vice- 
president, plans to keep the Hanna 
going. Shows will continue to be 
booked from Shubert offices in New 
York, but under an optional basis. 
Theatre went into the red under old 
regime due to sompulsory booking 
of plays that were unpopular or 
lemons here. Hanna has declared a 
discriminating policy of booking 
only high standard attractions that 
will click, even though it means 
more dark weeks. 

Most shows sold here on strength 
of long New York runs invariably 
lay an egg in Cleveland. ‘Once in 
a Lifetime’ apparently was too so- 
phisticated and died here. Lunts 
in Guild’s ‘Reunion in Vienna’ drew 
for some unknown reason only 
fair grosses. Fritz Leiber’s Shake- 
spearean troupe at the Hanna hit 
the theatre’s record low figure -of 
$1,500. 

Cleveland showmen regard it as 
significant that ‘East Wind,’ with 
its values untested until its local 
premiere, did better here than it is 
doing on Broadway. Helen Hayes 
in ‘Good Fairy’ also thrived, al- 
though it arrived without any bal- 
lyhoo. 


N. Y. Hits, Cleve. Flops 
In the hinterlands, such as Cleve- 


land, that old line ‘A year’s run on | Plays having stars. 


McNUTT IS ALL 





Producer-Author-Actor 
coming Stage Director 


Patterson McNutt will try his 
hand at directing with his revival of 
Noel Coward's ‘Hay Fever.’ Rehears- 
ing to open in two weeks in Philly. 

McNutt is directing instead of 
Raymond. Massey, English actor, 
first slated for that job. Massey is 
said to have been practically set for 
the staging, but changed his mind, 
due to pressure of appearing locally 
as Hamlet in ‘Hamlet.’ 

McNutt now joins the list of new 
directing-producers, as well as com- 
pleting his legtt eycle, he having 
already written a play, acted in two 
and produced ’em, 


SUBWAY OPERATORS 
FIGURING GUARANTEE 


Furthering a protective move 
made recently by subway circuit 
bookers when they barred turk 


producers and their handicraft, the 
suburban theatre men are moving 
to collect first money to cover ex- 
penses, from all tryouts, regardless 
of producers involved. Both the 
terrific quality of this season's 
starting attractions and the con- 
tinual losses taken by the theatre 
men prompt the new protective 
adaptation. 

Second subway spot, Flatbush, 
Brooklyn, is running films, the 
Windsor going that way previously. 
Another site, in Newark, is closing 
to legit. So far only one or two 











shows have gone over the red mark 
along the subway, in both cases the 


Figured now 


Broadway’ has apparently lost its | that if the producer can’t risk first 


selling appeal to Jegit playgoers. A 


money to the house he can’t risk 


string of turkies with third-rate | his production at all. 


companies coming from New York 
in ‘the last year has made them 
shy from plays with 
Broadway records. Any new play 
offering promise of merit has 10 
times more chance. 

With both Hanna and Ohio being 
run by local interests under a pol- 
icy of satisfying local tastes, con- 
flicts in bookings are expected to be 
eliminated. Civic plugs, such as a 
revival of first-nights as community 
social events, are being made to 
build both houses up as local insti- 
tutions. The Cleveland situation 
offers opportunities for a novel ex- 
periment that may spell out a solu- 
tion for the so-called dying road. 





‘Green Pastures’ Olympiad 
Attraction for L. A. in ’32 


Los Angeles, Nov. 16. 

The Olympiad play for ’32 will 
be ‘Green Pastures’ (touring com- 
pany) coming into the Biltmore for 
six weeks in July. 

It’s as much a local disappoint- 
ment as a surprise. Expected that 
some big musical might be the at- 
traction to cater to the Olympics’ 
crowds. 

This was the only reason some 
credence was given to the otherw'se 
scoffed-at statement by Ziegfeld 
that he was going to bring his 
‘Follies’ intact to the coast. 


3 Cui for ‘Wonder Boy’ 











Principals in Jed Harris’ ‘Wonder 
Boy’ at the Alvin took a 3314% cut 
Minor roles unaf- 
fected, but there is a healthy sized 


Saturday (7). 


principal list. 


With the wage knockdown went 
a guarantee that the show will con- 
least another two 
This expires Saturday (21). 
‘Wonder Boy’ has been playing to 


tinue for at 
weeks. 


a deserted balcony. 





Shuberts’ Stock Co.? 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 16. 


Pitt, Shubert legit site closed for 
almost six months, will reopen in 
another fortnight with drama stock 
by Robert McLaughlin of Cleveland. 

McLaughlin may be acting for the 


Shuberts 


Trend of the season a disappoint- 


ment to urban theatres, with even 
reported | Shows good on paper grossing n.g. 


KRAMER, NEW INDIE IN 
LEGIT, BOOKS 1ST SHOW 








A newly created indie theatre 
owner entering the legit booking 
field is Milton Kramer, owner af the 
Forrest, New York. House is un- 
derstood to have been turned back 
to him Saturday (7) by the Shu- 
berts when ‘Lean Harvest’ closed. 
Kramer personally booked in 
‘Devil's Host,’ by Carl Glick, George 
Staten producing, and at terms re- 
putedly representing the further 
concessions that producers now ex- 
pect. 

Part of these concessions is In 
the advertising split between pro- 
ducer and owner. Staten is said to 
be getting $50 above the usual 
amount shared by theatres on dra- 
matic shows. He is also under- 
stood receiving a percentage break 
on the gross. 

‘Host’ opens at the Forrest Nov. 
19. 





‘Love Racket’ Satire 


Satire on true story publications, 
with Bernarr Macfadden kidded, is 
due on Broadway Nov. 30. Show is 
‘The Love Racket,’ Albert Bannister 





producing with ‘Racket,’ the title 
after several changes. 
James Ullman and Arnold 


Scheuer, Jr., are co-outhors. ‘Rac- 
ket’ opens a try in Brooklyn Nov. 


9. 
—Ue 





35c Top for Stock 


Birmingham, Nov. 16. 





Mondays two for ones. 





Golden’s ‘West’ Off 


due off Saturday (14). 
week on subway. 





Now Be- 


Feruchi stock at the Auditorium 
at Chattanooga have slashed ad- 
missions to 35 and 25 cents nights. 

Entire lower floor at 35c. per seat. 


John Golden's ‘All Points West,’ 
Played one 
Written by Frank 
Craven, who may revise the script. 





Picking a Turk 


Charlie Washburn {Is p. a.’ing 
a fizzle. He says that if the 
show lasts until Thanksgiving, 
he'll run this adv. 

‘Eat your Thanksgiving din- 
ner at 1 p. m,, then go to see 
‘Boop Poop a  Doop’—one 
turkey after another.’ 





Min. Drama, 


Tuesday, November 17, 193] 


===, 


Suburbanites Like Naive 60 


with Film, in (Ch 





‘TRAGEDY’ ARBITRATION 














CHINESE TENOR DUCKS 
LESSONS IN YIDDISH 


Boston, Nov. 16. 

Peter Chang, Chinese tenor, 
whose agent, Harry Levitan, made 
him think he was good by having 
about 50 people applaud him at a 
dress rehearsal, has been made the 
defendant in a bill of equity brought 
by Levitan in Suffolk Superior 
Court here because he refused to 
continue taking singing lessons in 
Hebrew and Yiddish. Levitan con- 
tends that his refusal is a violation 
of his contract with him, and seeks 
an injunction to prevent Chang 
from working for anybody until he 
has fulfilled his contract. 
Chang’s attorney contends that 
Levitan broke the contract when he 
had Chang sing at a dress re- 
hersal for which admission was 
charged. He then failed to pay the 
Chinaman in American money for 
his tenoring efforts in Hebrew and 
Yiddish, 
When Cantor Brezner, witness for 
Levitan, was challenged by Chang’s 
attorney as to his ability to pass on 
the singing qualities of Chang’s 
voice, John S. Stone, the master in 
the case, interrupted, saying that 
he had been a singer in a male 
quartet for 25 years and he con- 
sidered that Cantor Brezner’s ex- 
perience qualified him as a critic. 
The hearing ended with Master 
Stone reserving decision. 


SCORE FOR PLAY, BUT 
NO SONGS IN ‘NIGGER’ 


Thirty-piece orchestra is being 
plotted by Albert Johnson, scene 
painter, to accompany his legit pro- 
duction of ‘Prancing Nigger.’ It'll 
be Johnson’s first legit attempt on 
his own. There will be an entire 
original score despite there are no 
songs in the piece. 

Johnson’s idea is to have the 
music suggest the mood of the play 
and to accompany the spoken lines. 
Musicians will be underneath the 
stage. 

‘Prancing Nigger’ is from_ the 
novel by the same name by Ronald 
Firbank. Elizabeth England did 
the adaptation. 











YIDDISH DISAGREEMENT 


Adler Family in ‘Royal Family’— 
Rehearsals Stopped—tIrish Director 











Yiddish production of ‘The Royal 
Family of Broadway,’ which the 
Adler family started to frame, has 
ended lahdedah. Rehearsals begun 
several weeks ago have ceased and 
not much hope is held out. 

Yiddish ‘Royal,’ understood to 
have been financially arranged for 
by Luther Adler, was offered as one 
way to fan life back into the fading 
Yiddish stage. Prime reason offered 
for the rolling over is family dis- 
agreement over direction. 

‘Royal,’ for the Adlers, was being 
directed by Earl McGill, an Irish- 
man with a knowledge of Yiddish. 
Samuel Cohen adapted. 


Maude Adams’ Sellout 


Syracuse, N. Y., Nov. 16. 
Seat sale for the single perform- 
ance of the Maude Adams-Otis 
Skinner ‘Merchant of Venice’ at the 
Dewitt Friday (13) opened on Mon- 
day (9). Within 36 hours the house 
was virtually sold out at $3 top. 
Return engagement seems certain. 
‘Merchant’ was first legit to play 
the former K&E house (Empire) in 
10 years, and the first to play here 
in two seasons, excepting ‘House 
Beautiful’ which played a_ school 
hall recently. 


Benn Levy’s 2d 


Macgowan and Reed start work 
immediately on a new play by Benn 
Levy ‘The Soul of Henry Dewlip.’ 
Arthur Sircom will be associated. 
Rehearsals start Monday (23). 

Four people in cast, with Leslie 
3anks and Nigel Bruce lined up. 














Due Between Dreiser and Liveright 
Over Stock Royalty 


Arbitration of the squabble be- 
tween Theodore Dreiser and Horace 
Liveright is due to take place within 
a week or so. 

Question to be settled concerns in- 
come from stock production of Drei- 
ser’s ‘American Tragedy,’ produced 
on Broadway by Liveright. Author 
claims the producer no longer is en- 
titled to a share, his rights having 
elapsed. ‘Tragedy’ was given a 
stock production on Broadway last 
season, 

Matter was held up for several 
reasons, one being Liveright’s near- 
film work taking him to the coast. 


SHUBERT MUSICAL WITH 
CHORUS, STONE’S SHOW 


‘Smiling Faces’ the Shubert mu- 
sical starring Fred and Paula Stone 


will be one of the first large mu- 
sicals that office has produced in 
some time with a chorus and regu- 
lar production. Of late Shuberts’ 
tune shows have been limited as 
shrimps both to cast and physical 
production, as well as_ being 
chorusless. That went for ‘Every- 
body’s Welcome,’ ‘Meet My Sister’ 
and ‘Marching By’ (‘Arms and the 
Maid’) with the latter in two sets 
only. 

Roy Royston, Boyd Davis, Doris 








Fatson, Billy Taylor, Hope Emer- 
son, Isabel O’ Madigan, Eddie 
Garvie, Herbert Lyle, Rasch 


dancers and the Stones are cast for 
‘Faces’ opening in Hartford Dec. 3. 
Zeke Colvin is staging, with book 
by Harry Clark. Mack Gordon and 
Harry Revel did the music and 
lyrics. 

Betty Starbuck, first expected in 
the show, is understood to be out. 


NO SOUTH FOR CHICAGO 
OPERA; NO GUARANTEES 


Dallas, Nov. 16. 


« Chi opera’s annual swing through 
the southwest out for ’32. 
Main trouble encountered in the 
customary top grossers, New Or- 
leans and Dallas. Union troubles 
at New Orleans blacklisted the 
muny auditorium, while Dallas’ 
opera committee refused to under- 
write the $12,500 per performance. 
Without these two towns, Civic 
management figured wisest to can- 
cel rest of prospective schedule. 
Alfredo Salmaggi will therefore 
route his Manhattan Opera in this 
direction around Dec., initiating the 
natives to the $2 top. Said natives 
having been accustomed to $6 per 
for Chi seasons. 











Sunday Show Meet 


A meeting will be held this after- 
noon (17) in Equity’s effices, the 
major topic to be considered being 
the proposal to present Broadway 
legit shows on Sundays, 

A committee from the Theatre 
League will be there to meet Equity 
officials, whose attitude now favors 
such performances, 

It is expected that subsequent 
sessions will be participated in by 
the stage hands and musicians’ 
unions with the idea of revising 
backstage Sunday regulations. 








Helen Mackellar as 
Co-Star with Schwartz 


‘Bloody Laughter,’ next play for 
Maurice Schwartz in his rep try in 
Inglish, will open Monday (23) at 
the 49th St., New York, with Helen 


MacKellar co - starred with 
Schwartz. 
susiness for Schwartz’ troupe, 


struggling along at the Comedy for 
some weeks, has picked up a bit, 
due to concentration on benefits 
and organizations. Schwartz now 
believes he can make a go of it at 
the large 49th St. for most of the 
séason.,. 














By DAN GOLDBERG 


Chicago, Noy. 16, 

Legit-film instead of vaudfilm ig 
being given the test-tube at the 
southside Roseland-State theatre, 
For the midwest at least, this is the 
first spot to attempt such a combo 
hook-up. It’s a new and untried 
road that may lead to Something 
solid, the salvation of the small time 
legit and be the answer to the 
smaller straight film houses’ prayer 
for a flesh notion that doesn’t fig. 
ure too steep on the financial end, 

This stock legit with films is be. 
ing accomplished down in the Chi. 
cago suburb of Pullman, a town 
devoted to the manufacture of 
sleeping-cars, setting some _.20 
miles south of the loop, 
itself a 


While cone 
member of the 
Chicago metropolitan group, it is in 
reality a distinct community, Its 
theatre-going is restricted almost 
completely to its own main stem, 
Chicago’s loop is no competition, 

Stock idea was arranged with 
Eskel Gifford, w. k. stock and rep 
man of the midwest. Gifford or. 
ganized a small stock company on 
short notice and now has his troupe 
doing three shows daily and four on 
the weekends. Two plays a week, 
on the same split policy as the pics 
tures, Daily performances are 
spliced between the films, doing a 
regular three-act play in 60 min- 
utes, 

Company had been in the house 
two days when caught on a dull 
midweek day, yet the theatre, which 
seats some 2,000, was comfortably 
close to. fullness. Feature was 
‘Caught Plastered’ (Radio) - which 
has not been cavorting too smartly 
around these parts. 

Play current is ‘Love and Apple- 
sauce,’ a comedy drama by Albert 
W. Clark, and acted by a company 
of eight persons. As a play, accord. 
ing to metropolitan standards, it's 
completely the applesauce. So 
stilted and obvious that it looks like 
one of the high school affairs. 


sidering 


Non-Fastidious 

But. this: audience listened ‘and 
was eager to believe the wildest of 
tales. Their wholly absorbed ine 
terest in this piece makes an amaze 
ing commentary on the naivete of 
the small town population; an en- 
tire text-book on mass reactions. It 
was field work in sociology. This 
was the great radio audience. 

This play was intensely enjoyed 
by this family mob. 

That this 60-minute legit stock 
combo with films idea may be some- 
thing real is evident. It figures 
plenty advantages for the picture 
house operator and the legit crowd. 
For the management it totals 
cheaper costs than vaudeville 
There is no orchestra, two stage- 
hands at most. One would probably 
do, since plays are usually one-set 
propositions, and each set stands 
three or four days. Set need not be 
touched when: the picture goes on, 
for the horns have plenty of clear- 
ance. Performers are naturally less 
demanding in salaries, since it’s @ 
permanent residence idea. And cure 
rent quotations on stock performers 
are near the all-time low. 

As for royalties that’s just 4 
smile. These plays are of the $15 
royalty class, ground out like saus- 
ages by tent-show authors who get 
their livelihood from the modern 
premise of mass production and 
small unit profit. 

By coming in under picture 
house auspices, the legit players 
find themselves in a regular housé, 
with an established operation per- 
sonnel. This has been one of the 
great disadvantages of the legit 
theatre. Of importance, under this 
scheme the legitters are given 4 
chance at the regular picture house 
audiences. 


Salary Insurance 

As for the backing coin, the e** 
hibitor who owns a theatre and oce 
cupies a position in the community 
is much more likely payer-off than 
the ordinary in-the-hat tent or rep 
show impresarios. These exhibs 
are good for salaries in the great 
majority of cases. 

Going into a cold legit house om 
its own, with little cash reserve 
stock companies are often unable ad 
keep going if they start out to weak 
trade. Many stock companies, after 
in a house for weeks, have weet 
forced to quit just when thinss were 


ig the : e 1 of 
picking up, because of this lack © 


«st 
coin reserve. <An_ exhibitor wil! 
likely battle it out for the “— 
company in his picture house. | Hi 
is willing, and can afford to take ™ 
on the button for a few weeks |! “ 
sees any chance of coming througm 


as a winner inthe end. 
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Gi Gabriel Tells What He Thinks 
Of Variety s Score—It’s Not Much 


By Gilbert Gabriel 


(Drama Reviewer, New York ‘American’) 
From the ‘American’, Sunday, Nov. 15. 





‘variety,’ the gospel weekly paper of the theatre world, runs what it 
calls a dramatic critics’ box-score. Four times a season the New York 
reviewers are chalked up for their rights and wrongs and (in ‘Variety's’ 


opinion) their no-opinions. I see that I am tied for first place on this 
list for the first quarter of this year. I have waited a long time to hit 
this place. I probably shall be far removed from it next quarter. Now, 
if ever, I can say with some grace and no suspicion of soreheadedness 
what I for one, think of such a box-score and what I wish ‘Variety’ would 
do with it. 

‘variety’ had a good, sound purpose in starting this box score. It 
started it at a time when the New York reviewers too frequently wrote 
reams of fancy wit and whimsy all around the question and could not 
be induced to come straight out with a like or a dislike, an honest enthu- 
siasm or a blunt abhorrence of the new play of the night before. 

Some Thanks 

Thanks to ‘Variety's’ prod, that species of hedging soon quit. Thanks, 
true thanks to ‘Variety’, you are treated to no uncertain terms, no kindly 
roundabouts, no irresponsible ho-humming, from the majority of today’s 
reviewers. We have been jerked up to the much more satisfying pro- 
cedure of saying yes or no in loud, firm print, and of either liking a 
play or lumping it with all the other failures of the year, 

Having admitted this acceptance (willy-nilly) of ‘Variety’s’ favor by us 
all, let’s go on and see what a silly nuisance this box-score, business has 
become—not only to the reviewers, who are anyhow only reviewers, but 
also to Variety’s whole population, the people of the theatre, and, most 
important of all, to the theatregoing public. 

If I do not enjoy a play, and the play runs, I think, ten weeks, then 
‘Variety’ marks me wrong. No other circumstances come into this arbi- 
trary figuring. During those ten weeks the play may have been a groan- 
ing loss, stripping its actors of half their salaries, suspending its author's 
royalties, sending its angel's shirtstuds into hock ... but, since it has run 
those ten unhappy weeks, I am wrong and go down a step in the box- 
score. 

If, on the other hand, I do enjoy a play, respect it, honor it, feel it 
worth three columns of sober analysis and fervent praise, I am wrong 
when it fails to run for a standard time. I am expected to tincture my 
report, therefore, with a stated suspicion that, for all my liking of it, it 
is not a ‘successful’ play. Which calls for ten times snider hedging and 
ho-humming than any perpetrated in the pre-box-score days. 

In short, Variety expects every critic to do ‘Variety’s’ duty. It happens 
to be none of my business whether a play runs, or for how long, or what 
its boxoffice takes in, or whether it is a commercial ‘success’ or failure. 
It is ‘Variety’s’ business, and ‘Variety’ minds it expertly well, so well that 
‘Variety’ can afford to stop trying to make ticket-counters and cheap 
dopesters of us all. 

A Bit Sore 

I once nearly sued the ‘N. Y. World’ (selig) for running a dumb editorial 
stating that no honest man could possibly win the ‘Variety’ box-score. 
I had just won it for the second successive year, and I was probably 
infected (as we all secretly are when we win it) with a sense of im- 
portance and elation over this Times Square triumph. I ended up at the 
tail-end of the score last year... so that ‘The World’, had it lived, 
might have admitted me gone terribly, terribly honest. 

Honesty has nothing to do with it. John Mason Brown, who has won 
this score for the past two seasons, is the most clearly honest critic in 
New York. But neither his honesty nor his good taste nor his excellent 
background in the best of the theatre had anything to do with it, either. 
He happened—as each of us first-placers has happened, in turn—to 
coincide in his likes and dislikes with a tabulation of ten-week runs. 
Knowing Mr. Brown as admiringly as I do, I know he didn’t try to. 

But, time and again, when I read the reports of some of us on the 
latest plays, I catch a paragraph of Wiseacre Square prophecy to the 
effect that the show is a smash, is a flop, will pack ’em in for a year, 
won't outlast Thanksgiving, will—they have grown as smart as all that 
-run for just eleven and a half weeks, no more nor less, ‘Variety’ has 
trained them well. 

So long as that box-score runs, so long will all of us—the staidest and 
most disinterested of us—feel an indecent compulsion to add commercial 
commonplace and cocksure bookkeeping to our reckonings of the new 
Plays. Some of us may not admit we feel it, but, ... Only last week one 
of my fellow aisle-seaters, though highly incensed at Paul Green’s recent 
rumble that there are no true drama critics in America, explained to me, 
sotto voce, that he knew a certain poor, dullish little play would be a 
‘success’ because he knew, too, what a small rent it had to pay its play- 
house, what compromise salaries its actors had accepted, and .. . oh, 
well, that’s what I mean. 

And that, too, is what ‘Variety’s’ box-score bids us, almost would bully 
Us, to take into consideration when we judge a play good or bad. No, 
thank you, no. 

Poor B’way Goods 

Ths season, of all seasons, the fair-to-middling plays—and how many 
of them are better than that?—deserve more subtle rewards from the 
press than merely a golden crown or a black ball. This season some 
reviewers, I see, have gone back out of sheer sympathy with the poor- 
ness of Broadway’s goods to writing those old-time reams around and 
*round the fact of so many failures. Nor are they apparently waiting 
for Variety’s blessings on their tact and mercy, either. 

The theatrical weeklies love to gnash their type-fonts at the critics in 
general. ‘Variety’ has frequently chided us for our hardboiledness, of 
late. But what boils us so hard, if not the ‘Variety’ box-score? 

This season of all seasons, then, I hope they'll cut that foolish old 
thing out. Or that, if they won't, then they'll summarily slide me back 
from first to last place, where I may at least enjoy the distinction of 
tragedy in the midst of such a farce. 








L. A. Legit Prospects 


Selwyn’s Costly Cast 
Include Smith Revue — , 











Hollywood, Nov. 16. 
Two musical prospects for Christ- 
mas. Paul Gerard Smith has writ- 
ha and rhymed a little revue called 
isery Loves Company,’ and with 
Presa uttis, agent, is preparing 
ton for holiday opening. 


t Snother light opera season is in 
Gentian ne aimed at the resi- 
Circle P ghar te run house, Carthay 

‘for spot. Karl Hajos, Para- 


Mo o 
nt musical director, heads the 
*Mpany, 





One of the most expensive casts 
to be assesnbled for a New York 
play, outside of revivals, is claimed 
by Arch Selwyn for his production 
of ‘Satan Passes,’ Benn Levy play. 
Piece previously ealled ‘The Devil.’ 

With several people still shy, Sel- 
wyn has Arthur Byron, Basil Rath- 
bone, Mary Nash, Robert Loraine, 
Diana Wynward, Ernest Thesinger 
and Gladys Hanson. Last two were 
imported by Selwyn for the piece. 

‘Satan Passes’ is set to open in 
Philadelphia Dec. 28 for two weeks. 





GOLDEN’S 3 WRONG 


Now Going Up Against 4th This 
Season—Al! Colored 








With three flivs marked down 
against him out of three tries this 
season, John Golden is rushing pro- 
duction on his fourth show, ‘Savage 
Rhythm.’ Piece will haven an all- 
colored cast. 

‘All Points West,’ Frank Craven's 
Play, was taken off at Jackson 
Heights Saturday (14) after a 
week's try. It'll be rewritien. Same | 
night ‘Caught Wet,’ Rachel Crothers’ | 
piece, folded at the Golden. 

| 





Golden has still another hope for 
this 
play, 


season in Ward Morehouse’s 


‘New York Town.’ He can't] 


| start on it as Morehouse is current- 


ly writing on the third act. 


ERLANGER’S IS 
TIED UP BY LAW? 


From reports the contest by Mrs. 
A. L. Erlanger to secure the legal 
right to the use of that name by 
her, and a widow’s share of her late 
husband’s estate, has tied up the 
Erlanger office. The latter is more 
or less dependent for operation 
upon the same estate, as it is acon- 
tinuation of the legit business left 
by Erlanger. 

To what extent the situation is 
cramping the Erlanger office isn’t 
mentioned, but it is said that 
through the court proceeding by the 
widow tying up all of the estate’s 
resources, other than the money re- 
quired for current overhead, the 
cash stringency is being felt some- 
what keenly in the Erlanger show 
operations, 

One story is that the Erlanger of- 
fice operators have been casting 
around amongst a capitalist or so, 
to sound out the financing prospect. 
This financing purpose, it is said, is 
not altogether confined to the pres- 
ent. Erlanger’s is reported after a 
money interest that could produce 
the cash required for the Erlanger 
scheme of embracing the legit pro- 
duction field in the future. 

So far the Erlanger reps are re- 
ported to have failed to impress any 
money men solicited. 


One uf the Wives Jams 
Up St. Paul Stock with 
Notice on the Spot 


St. Paul, Nov. 16. 

When a member of the cast 
muffed lines badly, Mrs. Herbert 
Benz, wife of one of capitalist 
backers of Shubert stock, rushed 
back stage and ousted Arthur Hol- 
man, managing director, ‘on the 
spot,’ which also happened to be the 
play for the week. 

Whereupon Sid Mansfield, stage 
manager and pal of Holman’s, a 
veteran in the business, turned in 
his notice. Coincidentally the two 
weeks’ warning was posted for 
everybody. 

Cyril Raymond, former production 
man for Shuberts and Erlanger, 
imported from Detroit for Holman’s 
post with Mrs. Benz announcing she 
herself will do the stage-managing. 

After slipping badly at $1 top, the 
house this week went to 60c, direct 
competition for the RKO Orpheum. 
Experiment only with probable 
scale to hit 75c after test of the 
cutrate. 


‘GRAND HOTEL’ OUT 


Going to Loop After Year’s Run 
on Broadway 























Although ‘Grand Hotel,’ which 
passed a year’s run on Broadway 
last week, is still playing to money 
the engagement will terminate in 
three weeks. 

The dramatic holdover goes to 
Chicago prior to the picture version 
of ‘Hotel,’ the tentative release date 
of which is mid-February. 


Stebbins’ ‘Whistler’ 


Cast for Rowland Stebbins’ pro- 
duction of ‘Whistler’ is set, with the 
piece to start immediately. Steb- 
bins will again produce under the 





| property 


Legits Still Trying to Analyze 





Loss of Patronage; Greatest Ever 


$4 TOP FOR CHI OPERA? 
$6 Seats 





Empty — Fear Deficit 
of $1,500,000 
Chicago, Nov. 16. 

Chicago Opera in spite of the 
phooey business is fighting hard to 
retain its scale at $6 top. It is 
sending up a balloon Dec. 20 when | 
cutting its regular top to $4 for | 
‘Parsifal.’ Possibility that the price 
will go to $4 top if the house fills | 
for the show. 

Understood that a _ salary 
backstage and front, is ready. 
less heavy savings are in order, it | 
looks like the deficit for the current 
season will run close to $1,500,000, 
far greater than last season’s red. 

Company is still hoping to come 
through with an eight-week road 
tour, but the big moguls still are 
undecided whether to risk it. The 
coast trip is finally off. 








cut, | 
Un- | 





Elliott’s Shows Paying 
Salaries Before They 
Open, and ‘Widow’ Next 


James W. Elliott’s legit produc- 
tions appear to have hit similar 
snags as those struck last season 
when his shows collapsed. It is held 
possible that with his first of the 
season ‘Hot Money’ out at the 
Cohan Saturday (14), his second, 
‘Widow in Green,’ starring Claiborne 
Foster, may not open Friday (20) as 
scheduled for the Cort. If this hap- 
pens, it will be due to demands made 
on the bond posted by the producer 
at Equity, for the casts of ‘Money’ 
and ‘Widow.’ 

Actors in ‘Hot Money’ were start- 
ing to collect salaries Monday (16) 
through Equity making demands on 
Elliott’s $15,000 bond posted. This 
was ‘Money’s’ second guarantee 
payoff along the bond system. Pre- 
viously when the show rehearsed 
over the four-week period this same 
procedure was necessary, for one 
week’s salary. 

If ‘Widow’ opens Friday (20), El- 
liott will have paid the cast of that 
production two weeks’ wages before 
opening. The piece exhausted the 
four-week rehearsal limit last week, 
with the current week’s amount due 
completing the fortnight. 

It was not known at Equity yes- 
terday (16) whether, after the de- 
mands made on the bond for both 
shows, there would be enough left 
to cover ‘Widow’ in the event it 
opened. At the same time it was 
reported the producer had not se- 
cured either costumes or sets for 
this production. 

Elliott has already dropped ‘Death 
Ray,’ which he started work on as 
his first show. ‘Widow’ was also 
the cause of difficulties on the count 
of starring and feature billings for 
Miss Foster and Ernest Glendin- 
ning, understood caused by con- 
flicting contracts isued by the pro- 
ducer. 


German Rep im N. Y. 


German repertory company is be- 
ing organized by Paul Trebitsch for 
New York. Trebitsch, former Ber- 
lin theatre man, was until recently 
assistant manager of the Tobis- 
Vanderbilt film house. Expectation 
is to open up Christmas week, with 
the Longacre theatre the likely 
spot, although not set. 

First play will be a new piece by 
Adolph Phillip titled ‘What’s Your 
Hurry?’ Title may be left in Eng- 
lish, although piece is played in 
German, Following that Trebitsch 
will put on German importations. 

Valerie Bergere and Lina Abar- 
banel are in the cast. 








Wants Miss Barrymore 


Unless William A. Brady can ob- 
tain Ethel Barrymore for ‘Woman 
of Destiny’ the play may be post- 
poned beyond Jan. 1. Until that 
date Brady has an option on the 
with Sam Warshawsky, 


Depression, poor shows, adverse 
reports published and _ bandied 
everywhere, combined with general 
retrenchment for amusement ex- 


penditures have caused, say pro- 
ducers, the greatest loss of patron- 
legit that 


There is only one cure 


age to fall on has ever 
happened. 
in sight: remedying and removal of 
all the causes, 

First answer made to the claim of 
this lost customer detail is in the 
hits, with the refutation, as always, 


| in that hits are hits and gross that 


way. Two most salient points given 
as indicating the lost legit draw is 
that plays of that quality which 
once may have eked out a moderate 
run and some profit are now rari- 
ties. 

Cut rate patronage, likewise, 
aver managers, is off considerably, 
although still remaining the back- 
bone of the large number of legits 
keeping up. That cut rates have 
lost customers is traced partly to 
depression and partly to the re- 
trenchment angle, also to the lot of 
poor plays. It also is proffered that 
the same legit buyer once cut rating 
for $1.25 or $1.50 now goes to a 
first run film for half that cost. 


Lower Prices 

Some small downward revision 
has been made in the legit as to 
b. o. prices. It has helped slightly, 
but will have to come lower to be of 
concrete, appreciable value, feel 
producers. And as present produc- 
tion costs are geared, this further 
admish chop can’t be applied, it is 
said. While the regular producer 


(Continued on page 52) 


Seeley-Fields Team 
Leave ‘Girl Crazy’ as 
Chi Show in Cut Rates 


Chicago, Nov. 16. 

Blossom Seeley and Benny Fields 
stepped out of ‘Girl Crazy’ at the 
Garrick Thursday (12) by mutual 
agreement. Understudies had ap- 
peared in their roles from Tues- 
day night on. Show is now in cut- 
rates. 

The team, in on a guarantee 
against percentage, had b2en argu- 
ing with Gregory Ratoff for two 
weeks to have a bond posted with 
Equity, to protect their last week in 
case of a sudden closing. 

An arbitration fixed by Equity for 
Thursday afternoon was called off 
after Attorney Ben Ehrlich, repre- 
senting Seeley and Fields, agreed 
to a cancellation of his clients’ run- 
of-play contract. In the showdown 
it developed this had been an aim 
of the Ratoff management through- 
out. Cutrates made the pruning of 
overhead desirable. 

Among the other oversights of 
Ratoff was in giving Blossom See- 
ley, Benny Rubin and Frances 
Upton contracts all specifying first 
billing. 

Seeley and Fields were barred 
backstage at the Garrick when re- 
porting for the Wednesday matinee. 
Jack Garrity, Jr., as stage manager, 
did the barring. He is a son of 
John J. Garrity, local Shubert rep. 
Claimed that Seeley and Fields had 
missed the Tuesday night perform- 
ance out of spite and were not really 
sick, as sworn to on physician's 
certificates. A daughter, Patricia 
Garrity, has a bit in ‘Girl Crazy’. 

Seeley and Fields accepted three 
days’ salary and moved out. Lew 
Parker and Vivian Janis, their suc- 
cessors, moved in immediately. 

Money sent from Equity’s New 
York office was received here by 
the local Equity head as protection 
for the players in ‘Girl Crazy,’ pre- 
sented at the Garrick by Gregory 
Ratoff. 

Understood that the Shubert rep- 
resentative retained most of last 
week’s gross to cover money ad- 
|vanced. Some of the money ree 
tained was released to the show, 
however, when Equity demanded 








United Artists’ p.a. 
Efforts have been made to get 





trick name of Laurence Rivers, Inc. 

Cast names are: Richard 
Miriam Doyle, Tracy Barrow, 
Charles Laite, Reginald Carrington, 
George Lee Hall, 





and Frank Hearn. 


Hale, | 


Miss Barrymore to sign a contract, 
but thus far the signature is miss- 
| ing. 

Mary Young played the lead when 


summer at Provincetown, Mass. 


$1,500 to cover salaries and return 
| transportation, 

Ratofi is appearing in ‘Wonder 
Boy’ in New York. It appears that 
| complicated financing threatened 
| the engagement of ‘Girl Crazy’ 
| here. The show is touring by ar- 


Helen Sallinger | the Warshawsky play tried out last; rangement with Aoarns and Fred- 


‘ley on a royalty basis. 
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Amateur Groups Draw Little More 


Than Smiles Nowadays—Must Dig 





+ 





— 


Broadway’s potential stars in the 
amateur circles are finding the go- 
ing, financially, as tough as landing 
a job in the cast is to the profes- 
sional. 

Wealthy patrons who covered 
the amateur red in the past are 
withdrawing their support. Play 
boys and girls of their own voli- 
tion and after working hours, are 
now for the first time learning that 
all is not gold at the box office. If 
the skit which they present in a 
New York neighborhood house reg- 
isters even at the b.o. everything is 
all right. Should the production 
figures exceed those grossed, the 
same boys and girls have to dig to 
make up the deficit. 

As the result elaborate sceneried 
musical comedies, such as “Mikado” 
and a dozen or so in the same ilk, 
are being shelved by the amateur 
groups, at least many of them, un- 
til the frozen assets of patrons 
melt, 

Encouragement 

Cellar Players, associated with 
the Hudson Guild, and probably 
one of the best known in the New 
York group, are among those now 
drawing only friendly smiles. 

The first play which the Cellar 
boys and girls are presenting on 
the self-supporting plan is “The 
Potters.” It will go on the cellar 
boards of the downtown guild 
within the next few weeks. 

At least $400 must be collected to 
pay for the bare necessities of the 
production, not considering the do- 
nated services of the cast. This 
money at the same time must be 
gathered from slightly over 150 
seats, which means that at $1 top 
every seat must be filled each night 
for a week. 

The Hudson Guild, itself, it is 
Imown, like other organizations of 
tts kind, will make every effort to 
keep the amateurs active. Reason, 
quite apparent, is that it lends an 
atmosphere and encouragement to 
a neighborhood association. 





RHEARSING BLACKOUTS 


Is Sid Goldtree’s Compro- 
mise for ‘Zee Zee’ 





Revue 





San Francisco, Nov. 16. 

After repeated attempts to reopen 
his ‘Easy for Zee Zee’ in various 
California cities, Sid Goldtree has 
given up and is now preparing a 
revue with music to open Nov. 20 
at his local Green Street. He 
grabbed a few people from ‘9 
O’Clock Revue,’ recently here at the 
Geary, gotten together a few other 
players and is now _ rehearsing 
blackouts. 

Cast includes Hugh Metcalfe, 
Ernest Young, Willard Hall, Dee 
Loretta, Charlotte Neste, Beatrice 
Kay, Jimmy Chubb and Robert 
Lawlor. Goldtree has redecorated 
his upstairs thumbnail theatre. 


HERMAN TO CARRY ON 
A. H. WOODS BUSINESS 


Seaman Miller, referee in the re- 








ceivership proceedings of A. H. 
Woods, has appointed the Irving 
Trust as actual'receiver. The bank 


has designated Ben Kaye, an at- 
torney familiar to show business, to 
act as its representative and the 
latter has empowered Martin Her- 
man, Woods’ brother and gen. mgr., 
to carry on liquidation. 

Assets to be disposed of principal- 
ly consist of the picture rights to 
some 110 plays. Kaye established a 
policy of not sacrificing the rights 
through hasty sales. 


Several Shubert Houses 
Reported on Way Back 








Several theatres heretofore oper- 
ERIC COWLEY STAYS OVER ated by the Shuberts are reverting 





Engltek Actor Permitted to Appear 
In ‘Hay Fever’ 





Erie Cowley, British player, who 
appeared- recently in ‘The Bread- 
winner,’ will be in ‘Hay Fever,’ al- 
though his rating under Equity’s 
alien actor rules had been dis- 
puted. 

Patterson McNutt, who is putting 
on a revival of the Noel Coward 
play, contended that as Cowley’s 
was a featured name in the ‘Bread- 
winner’ billing, the required six 
months’ laps» should not apply to 
him. The rules stipulated that in- 
terval between engagements over 
here for aliens who have not played 
100 weeks in this country, but stars 
and featured players are exempt. 

Cowley did not so qualify in 
Equity’s opinion despite the ‘Bread- 
winner’ billing, but the Council 
gave him permission for the ‘Hay 
Fever’ engagement, when McNutt 
insisted that without him the 
chances of the play succeeding 
would be lessened. It was conceded 
by several in the Council that when 
the Coward play was originally pre- 
sented here it suffered from bad 
acting. That is why McNutt deter- 
mined to revive it. The show was 
a London hit. 


Hines’ Des Moines Stock 
Folds as Angel Chills 


Des Moines, Ia., Nov. 16. 

Without notice to anyone in the 
company, or to the box office, the 
Princess Musical Comedy Players 
folded at the Princess Nov. 10. Re- 
funds were made. 

Opening Oct. 17, after the house 
had been dark for three years, 
Palmer Hines brought a company 
of 30 from the Allegheny, Philadel- 
phia, and employed about 30 local 
persons in the company. 

Hines made a trip to confer with 
Edw. H. Ziegel of Kansas City this 
week, and it is believed he was un- 
successful in getting further finan- 
cial support for the company. 

Members of the company are still 
around, however, and unless another 
company is organized out of the 
mess they may find themselves 
stranded. Some of the principals 
are Jeanne Dixon, Vicie McNeeley, 
Inez Marvin, Louise King, Tex Chap- 
man, Harry Harvey, Herman Ferber, 
Mabel Mason, Eva Marlowe and 
Bert Dexter. 





to the owners. The moves are sup- 
posed to have been ordered by those 
operating the receivership of the 
Shubert Theatre Corporatin. Lee 
Shubert is a co-receiver, with the 
Irving Trust. 
A. report is that the Majestic, 
Royale and Masque, New York, 
which the Shuberts got from the 
Chanin brothers about two years 
ago, may be taken back by the 
United Cigar Stores, which holds 
the mortgages on the houses. The 
trio is located on 44th and 45th 
streets and the ground is part of the 
original site of the Lincoln hotel, 
owned and operated by United. 
Failure to pay interest on the 
mortgages might lead to foreclos- 
ure, 

Forrest and Wilbur 
The Forrest on 49th street which 
the Shuberts have operated on a 
profit sharing basis will be turned 
back to the Forrest hotel adjoining 
it. The house rarely had a profit- 
able attraction. The Wilbur, Bos- 
ton, is among other houses slated 
to be relinquished. 
Additional people on the Shubert 
staff are again mentioned to have 
been given notice of dismissal at 
the insistence of the Irving Trust 
representative. 


Seattle’s 50c Stock 


Seattle, Nov. 16. 

G. Donald Gray’s dramatic stock 
opened at Pantages last week with 
gf00d company. House intermit- 
tently dark. Rita Roberts and 
Gray, leads. Val Howland, Ruth 
Allbright, Jack O'Donovan, Robert 
Lyon, Betty Kent, Verne Layton, 
Basil Osborn, Phil Keiffer, Lorus 
Bagley and Thos. Lester in cast. 
Prices 50c top. One show nightly. 
Mat Wednesday. 











Tommy Ross for Lead 


Thomas Ross is considered the 
probable lead for ‘Broken Dishes,’ 
when that show is revived for Chi- 
cago. Sidney Biddell, mystery book 
publisher, is producing the Loop 
try, making his third chance at legit. 

‘Salt Water’ and ‘Ninth Guest’ be- 
fore. 

‘Dishes’ is due for Chi around 
Xmas. Ross, if in, plays Donald 
Meek’s part as originally produced 
by Alexander McKaig. 








Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Hay Fever’ (McNutt) Bijou. 





‘Smiling Faces’ (Shuberts) 
Shubert. 

‘Passing Present’ (Arthur 
Hopkins) Plymouth. 

‘After All’ (Wiman) Play- 
house, 

‘For Art’s Sake’ (Wilck) 
Geneva, 


‘Gallery Gods’ (R. Hammer- 
stein) Imperial. 

‘Of Thee |! Sing’ (Sam Har- 
ris) Music Box, 

‘Love Racket’ 
49th Street. 


(Bannister) 











LEGIT BOOKING 
COMPETITION 


Considerable addition to legit 

booking competition is declared due 
to happen within the immediate fu- 
ture. It will be a result of theatres 
being turned back, with the added 
independent houses resulting in 
their owners bringing terms and 
concessions to new lows in efforts to 
keep open. 
Issue may come to a crux after 
Dec. 2 should the Shuberts receiver- 
ship turn back leased properties. 
That the Shubert booking office 
may be aware of this fact and lost 
bookings that may result is seen in 
a letter written by that office to 
Shubert booking producers, Letter 
stated that regardless of rumors to 
the contrary it would continue op- 
erating in its present capacity. It 
was signed by Jules Murry, Shubert 
booker. 





Lower Terms 


Presently, according to a manager 
with Shubert booking affiliations, a 
Shubert house can be had under un- 
precedented arrangements. Pay- 
ment of weekly fixed costs, plus 
certain theatre employees, is de- 
clared all that is necessary to enter 
a Shubert booking contract. Under 
this arrangement it is offered that 
the producer practically leases, at 
lower costs, than ever before, the 
theatre he books. 





Saskatoon Stock Paid 
Off on 50% Basis 


Winnipeg, Nov. 16. 

At the Empire in Saskatoon, three 
actors, Gordon Mitchell, Charlie 
Wright and Arthur Edwards, re- 
ceiving half their week’s salary, re- 
fused to go on the Saturday nite 
show and there was no play by the 
stock group, Manager MacDonald 
refusing to grant their demands. 
Actors left for Winnipeg, to promote 
backing for stock at Dominion or 
somewhere. 

Stock at Saskatoon continues un- 
der Geo. Secord. Florence Ward 
sticking with company. Frank 
Wade may join. 





Minor on ‘Police’? 


Worthington Minor will probably 
get the directing job for Crosby 
Gaige’s second show of the season, 
‘Commissioner of Police.’ 

Play, by Fulton Oursler and Low- 
ell Brentano, is under revision 
with action expected around De- 
cember. 





‘Marching’ at Majestic 

Shuberts’ new operetta, ‘March- 
ing By,’ with Guy Robertson, Solly 
Ward, Leonard Ceeley, Mady 
Christians and Ethel Norris, now 
in Boston, comes into the Majestic, 
New York, around Thanksgiving. 

This is the operetta Harry Revel 
and Mack Gordon contributed book 
and music, 


ait 


Mary’s Cold or Ap? 


Dallas, Nov. 16, 
Mary Garden cancelled rest of 
scheduled Texas concert tour, fol- 
lowing one-nighter at Austin, Left 
for Chicago. 
Mary sez it’s a bad cold; press 
sez it’s appendicitis. 


Ray’s Tour Held Up 


The proposed road tour of Charles 
Ray, former film star, in ‘A Regular 
Guy,’ direction of Del-Nord Corp., 
has been held up, pending read- 
justment of bookings and advance 
preparations, 

Ray's tour as laid out included 
one-two and three night stands. 











«s Co-operative 


————==., 





Chance to Make East Wind’ 
Blocked by Unions 





DEBATE ON CRITICS 


Malone vs. Anderson on Values of 
Reviewing 








A debate for the benefit of the 
Unemployment Relief Fund will be 
held in the Barrymore Sunday (22) 
with Dudley Field Malone and John 
Anderson, dramatic critic of the 
New York ‘Evening Journal,’ the 
participants. Question is ‘Is drama- 
tic criticism constructive?’ Malone 
will take the negative. He is said to 
have compiled plenty of data on 
New York's reviewers. 

The debate was arranged by John 
Krimsky who conducts a ticket dis- 
tribution service under the name of 
Playchoice. 


ZIEGGY ON NEW SHOW, 
WITH ‘FOLLIES’ ON ROAD 


Although tbe ‘Follies’ closes Sat- 
urday (21) in order to open in Phil- 
adelphia by Thanksgiving, the road 
cast isn’t set. Thus far the senti- 
ments expressed by four of the five 
cast principals have been against 
going on the road for some reason 
or another. 

Ruth Etting is determined to re- 
main in New York for vaudeville 
and radio. Harry Richman was 
reported last week to have stated he 
didn’t care to out, either, with Miss 
Etting missing. Buck and Bubbles 
notified Zieggy that they don’t want 
to travel, and Helen Morgan's nite 
club job may keep her in New York. 
Jack Pearl is understood to be 
the only principal ‘Follies’ name 
who has no objections to the out- 
of-town time. 

While worrying about the ‘Fol- 
lies’ road cast, if any, Zieggy is also 
occupied with the forthcoming 
Brown, Henderson and Hellinger 
book musical. He turned the cast- 
ing over to Brown last week, a re- 
sult of which was the engagement 
of Bert Lahr for the comedy lead. 

An indirect offer was sent to Mar- 
ilyn Miller last week for Zieggy in 
connection with the same show, 


Clears Macloon 


Los Angeles, Nov. 16. 

With chorus salaries on ‘Girl 
Crazy,’ which closed a week ago 
Saturday night, paid up, Equity has 
released the wage bond, Several 
chorus members claimed an addi- 
tional week's salary because of no 
notice, but Charles Miller ruled that 
the week-to-week notice to the en- 
tire company applied to them as 
well. 

Louis O. Macloon, producer, 
states the reason B.B.B. did not 
receive all of his salary was be- 
cause it was attached five different 
times, tying up $64 which was being 
held for him, 

















New House for Sharon 
Action has begun on a summer 
theatre that Elizabeth Miele will run 
next year at Sharon, Conn, 
Femme producer has leased the 
Sharon Playhouse, where she held 
forth last year. 





Lost Legit Draw 





(Continued from page 51) 


of experience can’t be convinced 
with a low scale argument. To 
him a hit is still a hit, even with 
the Carroll's $3 grosses. 

Recent figures pointed that films, 
nationally, lost a few points, pre- 
centagely, at the b. o., with an up- 
ward trend for August reversed in 
Sept. Legit comparisons, if possi- 
ble, are held to show all Sept. graph 
marks. No estimate is believed pos- 
sible of the actual amount of lost 
legit trade and buyers. This loss 
goes not alone for Broadway, but 
for the national legit scope, aa it is, 
exceptions being in star—carrying 
shows only, 

It is also held by legits that some 
film producers seeing indications, 
doubled their value in talkers, 
through doubling stars. This can- 
not be done in legit, with a handful 





of stars remaining, 


. —_—__ 


Schwab and Mandel closeq ‘East 
Wind’ at the Manhattan(formerty 
Hammerstein’s), New York, Satur. 


day, after offering the Production 
to the actors. The players werg 
willing to continue co -operatively 
but the deal fell through when the 
stage hands declined to make con- 
cessions. 

The problem was taken to Equity 
but Bquity failed to work it out, 
There appears to be littie contact 
between the actors’ organizaion and 
the other stage unions. Although 
Equity’s rules are more or less elags- 
tic for emergencies, the other unions 
hold strictly to the letter of their 
regulations. Heads of stage de- 
partments frankly state there should 
be changes to conform with present 
conditions but at every instance 
where such matters were considered 
by the unions, the heads have been 


voted down 15 to one. Grips and 
clearers are that portion of the 
unions who stubbornly resisted any 
changes. 

Conference 


Schwab and Mandel sent word to 
the ‘East Wind’ company that the 
show was theirs if they cared to 
continue. A committee of stage 
hands and musicians was called in, 
While the orchestra agreed to 
double on the stage replacing a spe- 
cial band used in a cafe scene, the 
crew said the stnge hands would 
have to be paid according to con- 
tract and that wages would have 
to be distributed every night. The 
stand was the stumbling block that 
closed the show after an engagement 
of but three weeks. 

The managers attempted in every 
way to make the co-operative play- 
ing feasible. There were to be no 
royalties nor rent. Even the man- 
agerial end was not to be paid out 
of the show. 


$7,500 Overhead 


Ernest McCauley and Charles 
Hertzman of the Schwab and Man- 
del staff, had it worked out so 
the show could have operated for 
$7,500 weekly. 

‘East Wind’ is the second losing 
producton by Schwab and Mandel 
this season at the Manhattan and 
the managers state they are through 
until Broadway is in better shape, 
The house was taken over from 
Arthur Hammerstein through fore- 
closure last summer by the Manu- 
facturers Trust. The deal with 
Schwab and Mandel called for two 
attractions and in the event neither 
clicked the house should revert té 
the bank, 

Harvey Gibson, head of the Manu- 
factureres, is also head of the Emer- 
gency Unemployment Relief, for 
which reason the bank would not 
have objected to ‘East Wind’ con- 
tinuing sans rent, if for the benefi¢ 
of the actors. 


Racketeer’s’ New People 


The Shuberts are recasting ‘The 
Little Racketeer’ as a result of the 
withdrawal of Paul Ash and Grace 
Hughes. 

Either Lita Grey Chaplin of 
Marion Harris will replace Mis# 
Hughes. Nick Long, Jr., gets thé 
Ash assignment. 





Colored Choristers Now 
Guaranteed Salaries 


Hereafter chorus girls playing, 
the musical colored tabs at ‘ 
Lafayette, Harlem, are going to b@ 
paid direct by the management. 
That is the best bit of news th 
Negro chorines playing the Lafay- 
ette with slung-together musi 
have heard this year. a 

The tab producer never posted § 
bond and engaged the chorus pee 
ple on spec. 





Hopkins’ at Plymouth 

Everything’s set for Arthur Hop- 
kins’ next, with Hope Williams stat 
ring. Piece, titled “The Pas 
Present,’ will open in Philadelph™ 
Nov. 23, with New York two he 
three weeks later. Date ig 
settled this week with Eimer nis 
who will probably have to move ay 
‘Counselor at Law’ out of the ply 
mouth at that time. Lit 

Cast includes Morgan Farley, col 
lian Emerson, Cyril Scott, Hele 





Strickland and Marta Ouspenskay® 
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Some New Legits on Bway 
Have Chance; 7 Lesers Out This Wk 


+ 





seven hasty closings marked the 
week-end on Broadway, all being 
failures and at least two more will 
join the closing lst this week. 

two of Saturday’s casualties had 
played a week or less. None had 
peen able to stick more than a 
month. ‘East Wind’ stopped at the 
Manhattan after but three weeks; 
‘Caught Wet’ lasted a week and a 
half at the Golden; ‘Hot Money’ a 
week and a day at the Cohan; 
Marriage for Tnree,’ omy rour per- 
formances at the Bijou; ‘Peter Flies 
High,’ one week at the Gaicty; 
‘Chauve Souris’ played four weeks 
at the Ambassador. ‘The Sex Fable’ 
gtops at the Miller tonight (17) 
after four weeks. 

‘Follies’ is in the final week at the 
Ziegfeld and tours after playing 
five months. ‘Grand Hotel’ an- 
nounced its last three weeks, going 
to the road to beat the picture 
version. 

There are several additional new 
ghows that appear aimed for suc- 
cess. ‘Counsellor at Law’ got close 
to $12,000 for its first full week; 
‘Brief Moment’ figures a smart draw 
with $13,500 the starting pace; 
‘Louder Please’ should do at the 
Masque; ‘The Social Register’ got 
about $10,000 at the Fulton, only 
fair; ‘If Love Were All,’ Booth, and 
‘Sing High Sing Low,’ Harris, were 
entrants late in the week and are 
in doubt. ‘Cynara’ got $15,000 its 
second week at the Morosco and is 
rated a hit. 

Business among the musicals has 
tapered off of late but ‘The Laugh 
Parade’ climbed last week and 
should make a run of it at the Im- 
perial. ‘Vanities,’ off somewhat, 
leads the field with ‘Scandals’ and 
‘The Band Wagon’ in the places. 

Due in next week: ‘Times Square,’ 
Cohan; ‘Mrs. Gulliver’s Travels,’ 
Hudson; ‘The Good Fairy,’ ‘Miller: 
‘The Bride the Sun Shines On,’ 48th 
Street, which lets go the revival 
‘Streets of New York.’ Another 
carded closing this week is ‘If I 
Were You,’ 49th Street. 


Estimates for Last Week 
‘Barretts of Wimpole Street,’ Em- 
pire (36th week) (C-1,099-$3.85). 
Resumed engagement Monday after 
a six weeks’ shutdown: one of most 

successful of last season’s hits. 
‘Brief Moment,’ Belasco (2d 
week) (C-1,000-$3). Drew a fair 
break in dailies with first week’s 
— rather good at about $13,- 


‘Cat and Fiddle,’ Globe (6th week) 
(O-1,416-$4.40). Score a feature of 
this musical’s excellent pace; 
grosses approximate $28,000 weekly. 

Caught Wet,’ John Golden. Taken 
off last Saturday at end of second 
week, 

‘Chauve-Souris,”’ Ambassador. 
hoe a Saturday and will tour; 

e our weeks; - 
ment tay ; a disappoint 
urch Mouse,’ Playhouse (6th 
week) (C-984-$3). Doing moderately 
well considering general going on 
Broadway; figured around $9,000. 
ounsellor at Law,’ Plymouth (3d 
week) (C-1,042-$3). Looks like a 
click; first full week’s takings went 
close to $14,000; demand increasing. 

Cynara,’ Morosco (3d week) (CD- 
1,893-$3). Jumped and is now rated 
& hit; second week's gross estimated 
at $15,000 or more, 

East Wind,’ Manhattan. With- 
drawn Saturday after playing three 
weeks to mild trade for a musical 
show; starting pace $15,000 could 
not be bettered. 

Cin erybody’s Welcome,’ Shubert 
la week) (M-1,395-$3). Running 
on among the musicals; low scale 
taht effective, but slipped after 

i. weeks; $10,000 estimated. 

c Le Service,’ Selwyn (ist week) 

: 057-$3). Presented by Edgar 
uN wyn; written by J. C. and Elliott 

ugent who are in the cast; opens 
tonight (17). 
aercities’ Ziegfeld (21st week) (R- 
een 88:80). Final week; goes on 
after attendance somewhat better 

er last two weeks were an- 
sa” pg $33,000. 
rand Hotel,” National 
br (D-1,164;$4.40). Passed a 
—* run mark last week and last 
ree weeks suddenly announced; 
Quoted over $19,000. 
ae Money,’ Cohan. Stopped Sat- 
pa » Played a week and one night 
h little trade after premiere; 


ouse gets orms a , - 
Week, Times Square’ next 


‘House 


(53d 


of Connolly,’ Mansfield 
on Took) (D-1,050-$2.50). Moved 
anot} rom Beck Monday; will run 
will ter three weeks and new group 
$9,000" another play; around 
‘ 
ms Were You,’ 49th Street (9th 
ely -700-$3). Final week; low 
ment ing nut explains this engage- 
cipal] Supported by cut rates prin- 
Week.” Bloody Laughter’ due next 


‘If Love Ww 
ere 
Week) (C-708-$3) All,’ Booth 
ast week 
ae break 
Lady 


(2d 
Opened Friday 
(13); group attraction got 
from reviewers. 





With a Lamp,’ Elliott (ist 
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R—revue; M—musical com- 
edv; D—drama; C- comedy; 
CD—comedy drama; F—farce; 
O—operetia. Capacities 
lop prices also indicated. 


and 











week) (D-924-$3). Presented by 


Kenneth Macgown and Joseph Ver- | took 


ner Reed; written by Reginald 

Berkele y; Was originally presented 

in London; opens Thursday (19). 
‘Left Bank,’ Little (7th week) (D- 


530-$3). Holds to good enough 
trade in small theatre; paced at 
nearly $8,000 and should make a 
run of it. 


‘Louder Please,’ Masque (2d week) 
(C-700-$3). Newest laugh show 
figures to do rather well; opened 
late last week and won favorable 
notices. 

‘Marriage for Three,’ Bijou. Tak- 
en off Saturday; played less than 
a week; first called ‘No Scandal.’ 

‘Mourning Becomes Electra,’ Guild 
(4th week) (D-914-$6). Only show 
on Broadway which is capacity; 
leads all dramas at $25,000 in six 
times weekly. 

‘Payment Deferred,’ Lyceum (8th 
week) (D-957-$3). Geared to oper- 
ate at moderate money; average 
grosses around $8,000 weekly and 
okay. 


‘Peter Flies High,’ Gaiety. Was 
taken off Saturday after being 
panned generally; one week. 

‘Reunion at Vienna,’ Beck (ist 


week) (C-i,168-$3). Presented by 
the Theatre Guild; written by Rob- 
ert Emmet Sherwood; well re- 
garded out of town; opened Mon- 
day. 

‘Scandals,’ Apollo (10th week) 
(R-1,168-$5.50). Ticket brokers 
plaint that even call for this revue 
has dived; some empty rows last 
week with claimed gross of $37,000. 

‘Sing High, Sing Low,’ Harris (2d 
week) (C-1,051-$3). Opened late 
last week; notices not hot and 
chances not definitely indicated. 

‘Social Register,’ Fulton (2d week) 
(C-913-$3). Opinion and notices 
mixed; fair business first week on 
star’s (Lenore Ulric) draw; about 
$10,000. 

‘Steel,’ Times Square (1st week) 
(D-1,057-$3). Presented independ- 
ently (Richard Geist, Inc.); written 
by John Wexley, who won atten- 
tion through ‘The Last Mile’; opens 
Wednesday (18). 

‘The Band Wagon,’ New Amster- 
dam (24th week) (R-1,423-$5.50). 
Smartest revue in town commands 
strong business, though somewhat 
affected lately; true of nearly all 
musicals; about $37,000 last week. 

‘The Devil’s Host,’ Forrest (ist 
week) (D-1,015-$3). An added 
starter; presented independently 
(George Staten); written by Carl 
Glick; opens Thursday (19). 

‘The Good Companions,’ 44th St. 
(8th week) (CD-1,323-$3). Getting 
moderate money in a big house; 
English comedy has never been big 
here; estimated at $9,000. 

‘The Guest Room,’ Biltmore (7th 
week) (C-1,000-$3). Seems definite 
this one won’t do; business a bit 
over $3,000, mostly from cut rates 
and passes. 

‘The Laugh Parade,’ Imperial (3d 
week) (R-1,446-$4.40). Climbed 
steadily second week and new mu- 
sical looks set for a run; approx- 
imated $28,000. ; 3 

‘The Sex Fable,’ Henry Miller's. 
Closes after tonight’s performance 
(17) when four weeks will have 
been completed; about $8,000 and 
a disappointment. 

‘Two Seconds,’ Ritz (7th week) 
(D-945-$3). Was among last Sat- 
urday’s listed closings but held 
over; about $7,000, which is not 


really profitable. 

‘Vanities,’ Earl Carroll (13th 
week) (R-3,000-$3). Dropped off of 
late with matinees especially weak; 
another Carroll musical being read- 
ied: ‘Vanities,’ however, topped list 
with claimed $58,000. 

‘Widow in Green,’ Cort (1st week) 
(C-1,043-$3). Presented by James 
W. Elliott; postponed from last 
week: due to open Friday (20); 
written by Lea Freeman. 

‘Wonder Boy,’ Alvin (5th week) 
(CD-1,387-$3). Similarity in title 
to ‘The Wonder Bar’ hurt this ones 
chances; moderate around $10,000. 

Other Attractions 





| ing 





Chicago Civic Shakespeare So- | 
ciety, Royale; opened a three- | 
weeks’ engagement Monday with 


‘Merchant of Venice.’ 
‘Naughty Marietta,’ 
revival started Monday. 
‘Hamiet,’ Broadhurst; 
preseniation attracting 
but not strong business. 
‘School for Scandal,’ Barrymore; 

revival got fair mention. 
Cornelia Otis Skinner; 

Sunday (15) at Avon with mon log 
‘The Roof,’ Hopkins; moderate 


business. 


Erlanger’s; 


exceptional 
attention, 


opens a 


‘Str f w York,’ 48th Street; | Oth ms 
wet ge | third subscription offering, Patter- 


revival; light 


$6,000 IN 4 DAYS FOR 
‘PRIVATE LIVES’ IN L. A. 


Los Angeles, Nov. 16. 
Cold weather and a holiday didn't 
mean much to two of the three legit 
houses open last week. ‘The Silent 
Witness’ at the Belasco folded to 
$7,600, a poor gross. ‘Nine o’Clock 
Revue’ at the Majestic got a little 


over $5,000, which is about nut 





money. 


No surprise was the sellout open- 


of Edward Everett Horton at 
the Hollywood Playhouse ‘Pri- 
vate Lives,’ which got started 
Thursday. First five performances 
an even $6,000 at $1.50 top, 
with $2 for Saturday and Sunday. 

Return of Horton to the local 
stage in a strong play plus three 
names, Florence Eldridge, 
La Plante and Gavin Gordon, drew 
much interest. Handicapped by 
heavy royalties and stiff salaries 
that will bring his nut up to $7,000 
weekly, Horton will have to do 
business. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘The Silent Witness,’ Belasco (3d 
and final week) (D-1,103; $2.50). 
Little better than the nut at $7,600 
for the final week. Helen Gahagan 
in ‘Tonight or Never’ opened on 
Monday. 

‘Nine o’Clock Revue,’ Majestic 
(2d week) (R-1,050; $2). Just about 
getting the co-opers by at $5,000 
on the return engagement. 

Private Lives,’ Hollywood Play- 
house (ist four days) (C-1,152; $2). 
Great start at $6,000 first four days. 
Horton is L. A.’s fav actor. 


$18,000 TOP IN BOSTON 
LAST WEEK—ALL LOW 


Boston, Nov. 16. 

Nothing in town last week in the 
legit that touched $20,000. Nearest 
was the musical at the Shubert, 
‘Marching By.’ It got $18,000 for the 
week. Held for another week and 
then gives way to the revival of 
‘The Student Prince.’ 

‘The House Beautiful’ at the Plym- | 
outh and ‘Tomorrow and Tomorrow’ 
at the Colonia] ran about even at 
$12,000. 

New shows for this week down to 
one, ‘Once in a Lifetime’ opening at 
the Majestic tonight. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Marching By’ (last week), Shu- 
bert, $18,000 1st week. 

‘Once in a Lifetime,’ Majestic (ist 
week). 

‘The House Beautiful,’ Plymouth 
3d week), doing fairly well with $11,- 
000 for last week. For one week 
engagement of Maude Adams, Co- 
lonial is sold out. 


in 





Laura | 


Musicals Smart Clip in Chicago; 
‘Mrs. Moonlight’ Light at $11,000 











+> | 
a 


FRISCO’S 2 LEGITS, AN 
OPERETTA GOT $20,00 


San Francisco, Nov. 16 
Just another of those weeks, with 


Chicago, Nov. 16. 
Several big conventions blew into 
itown during the past week and 


| made their presence felt at the legit 


}; Came 


three legits plugging along and'! 
none smashing records. First 
week of Leo Carrillo in ‘The Broken 


i three musicals, 


extravaganzas 
cut from 
everybody 


office. Girlie 
in for the biggest 
this source, although 
profited. 

‘Blossom Time’ brought in for its 
sixth annual stand failed to make 
any dent in the take of the other 
‘Gir] Crazy,’ which 
the previous 


box 


went into cut-rate 


| week, staged a big comeback in the 


way of patronage, if not so much in 
money. ‘The Third Little Show’ 


| pulled out Saturday to a swell $22,- 


| placed 


Wine’ at Duffy’s Alcazar was sat- 
isfactory. 

Operetta ‘Maytime’ held up in its! 
deuce week at the Geary. while 
Helen Gahagan in ‘Tonight or 
Never’ bowed out of the Curran 
after three weeks, giving way to 
‘The Silent Witness,’ opening to- 


night (16). 
Estimates for Last Week 


| Sicals 


Carroll’s ‘Vanities’ re- 
local list of mu- 
latter remains at 


000. Earl 

it on the 
and the 
four. 


‘Crazy Quilt’s’ 6th week slammed 


‘The Broken Wing,’ Alcazar (1st| home another solid $27,000, and the 
| question now is how will the ‘Vani- 


week) (D-1,250: $1.50). Carrillo a 
favorite here; $5,500, satisfactory. 


| ties’ affect it. 


| profit regions 


| sides 


‘Tonight or Never,’ Curran (3d | 
and final week) (D-1,700; $2.50). | 
Bowed out gracefully to $7,500. 
‘Silent Witness’ following. 

‘Maytime,’ Geary (2d week) 
(O-1,600; $2). Home-made stuff 


and pulling at $7,000, under a low 
nut. Holding on. 





ONLY $3,500 LAST WEEK | 


FOR SHAKESPEARE CO. 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 16. 

Legit takings last week off. Foot- 
ball week-end drew 70,000 and should 
have helped, but shows no good for 
crowd. Shakespeare at Nixon, and 
‘Student Prince’ back for ‘steenth 
time at Alvin. 

English company doing Bard’s 
works failed to get the carriage 
trade, as expected. Gross fell off to 
$8,500. ‘Student Prince’ $10,500, bet- 
ter showing than some new attrac- 
tions here this season, 

Both subscription plans _ pitted 
against each other this week for 
second time, with Shuberts’ Profes- 
sional Players offering ‘Good Fairy’ 
at Alvin, and Guild presenting ‘To- 
morrow and Tomorrow’ at Nixon. 
Real action expected Thanksgiving 
Week with ‘Three’s a Crowd’ and 
‘Wonder Bar’ as rival attractions, 
both at $3.85 top, lowest for big mu- 
sicals around here in some seasons. 


‘Connie’ Falls Down 


Minneapolis, Nov. 16. 
‘Connie Goes Home’ failed to 
draw much for the Bainbridge 
stock at the Shubert despite good 
cast and favorable notices. Around 
$3,500. 
Metropolitan still dark. 





Aborn Philly Troupe Jumps $5,000: 
Crowd Exits on Good $23,000 Week 





Philadelphia, Nov. 16. 

Just four legit houses open here 
this week and one of them is the 
Locust with weekly change, dollar 
top Locust Players Guild. ‘Third 
Little Show’ and Aborn revival of 
‘Pirates’ are newcomers at Forrest 
and Garrick, respectively. How- 
ever, there is plenty of activity on 
the horizon, with seven theatres 
lighted next week. 

Best news of last week was the 
sharp climb of the Milton Aborn 
Light Opera Company. ‘The Mikado’ 
was their second show at the Er- 
langer and gross showed jump of 
five grand. Company moves to 
smaller capacity and more centrally 
located Garrick this week and 
should hold its recent pace. 

‘Cloudy With Showers,’ second 
offering sponsored by the Profes- 
sional Players, hopped up to $10,000 
in its second week at the Chestnut 
and may make some profit on 
month’s stay after all. 

‘Three’s a Crowd’ in its second 
and last week at the Garrick made 
a fine gain. 

‘Vinegar Tree’ remained a dis- 
appointment in second and final 
week at the Forrest, while ‘Private 
Lives,” brought back to town for 
a single week at the Broad, a month 
after it had jumped to capacity in 


sad. 

Shubert and Walnut were dark 
last week, and Erlanger and Broad 
join them in inactivity this week. 


Next Monday, Arthur Hopkins 
offers ‘The Passing Present’ with 
| Hope Williams at the Broad; ‘The 


| Follies’ is billed (for a single wee k) 


‘Rhapsody in 
and the 


at the Erlanger, 
Black’ relights the Shubert, 


Aborn company offers ‘Patience,’ at 
the Garrick. 
On the 30th, the Pro Player: 





lits first fortnight’s run, was rather | 


| Lives’ 


| fairly 


son McNutt’s production of ‘Hay 
Fever,’ by Noel Coward, opens at 
the Chestnut, and the Aborn group 
will do ‘Iolanthe.’ 

Dec. 7, Maude Adams and Otis 
Skinner will bring ‘Merchant of 
Venice’ to the Broad, with another 
Aborn G and 8. revival scheduled 
on the same date. 

Three bookings are already an- 
nounced for so far ahead as Dec, 28. 
One is Arch Selwyn’s all-star group 
in Benn Levy’s ‘Satan Passes,’ at 
the Broad, another is ‘Mrs. Moon- 
light,’ at the Chestnut, and the 
third is Vincent Youman’s musical 
version of ‘Smilin’ Thru,’ at a the- 
atre as yet unnamed. 

Estimates of Last Week 

‘Cloudy With Showers’ (Chest- 
nut) (Third week). Nearly $10,000 
in second week, showing healthy 


gain. 

‘Third Little Show’ (Forrest) 
(First week). Opening this week 
for fortnight’s stay. ‘Vinegar Tree’ 
disappointing at $8,500 in second 
week. 

‘Pirates of Penzance’ (Garrick) 
(One week only). Aborn G. and §, 
Company has moved from Erlanger 
down to this house with this as 
their first offering. ‘Three's a 
Crowd’ jumped to $23,000 or better 
in final week. 

‘Stepping Sisters’ (Locust) (One 
week only). This repertory group 
bringing in guest stars at popular 
prices and for single week runs did 
well last week with ‘Five 
Star Final,’ with Arthur Byron. 
However, future in still uncertain. 

The Erlanger is Jark this week. 
Aborn group did sturdy $16,000 or 
better with ‘Mikado.’ Ziegfeld’s 
‘Follies’ arrives next Monday. 

The Broad is dark after ‘Private 
failed to hold up on return 


visit. Passing Present,’ with Hope 


| Williams next Monday. 





Billy Rose’s show 
has two weeks to go, and the con- 
sensus favors it staying within the 
during that time. 

night opening be- 
the Ear] Carroll affair was 
‘Tonight or Never’ at the Adelphi. 
On the same night, incidentally, O. 
E. Wee unveiled at the Great 
Northern his own edition of 
‘Strange Interlude,’ selling it on the 


Other Sunday 


two-for plan figuring 50 cents to 
$1.25. ‘Vinegar Tree,’ the other 
week’s newcomer, sprouts at the 


Selwyn tonight. Nothing else card- 
ed until Noy. 23, when the Black- 
stone greets its first Theatre Guild 
hookup for the season, ‘Tomorrow 
and Tomorrow.’ 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Admirable Crichton,’ Erlanger 
(2nd-final week) (D-1,318; $2.50). 
Revival took the expected jump, 


making it a hurdle of three grand 
and landing within the $12,000 mark. 
Sold out Wednesday, Friday and 
Saturday’s performances. Doubtful 
whether two-week take made it 
profitable all around. Plays the 
current week one night in Grand 
Rapids, another in Lansing, Mich., 
and three days in Detroit. 
that problematical. 

‘Blossom Time,’ Grand (1st week) 
(O-1,360; $3). Strictly a two-for- 
one trade, with the flow of repeat- 
ers not bad for the first week. Fig- 
ured around $7,000. No names car- 
ried in the ads. Tabbed here for 
three weeks. 3 

‘Blue Ghost,’ Playhouse (3d week) 
(D-603; $3). Another cutrater that 
isn’t faring badly. Took in around 
$5,000 for the week, with profit for 
all. 

‘Crazy Quilt,’ Apollo (6th week) 
(R-1,430; $3). Agency call again 
goes big. Recovered from the slide 
of the previous stanza and counted 
up near $27,000 Saturday night. 

‘Girl Crazy,’ Garrick (6th week) 
(M-1,997; $3). Clipped price click- 
ing here. Sold out to the two-for- 
one clientele Friday night and the 
Saturday performances, Better than 
$14,500. Blossom Seeley and Benny 
Fields replaced Friday by Vivienne 
Janis, 
Lew Parker, show’s director and 
stage manager. Charles Antrim 
contracted to take Parker’s role 
next week. 

‘Green Pastures,’ Illinois (9th 
week) (D-1,365; $3). Beginning to 
feel its local age. Agency call has 
slipped considerably, but stil] quite 


profitable at around $17,000. 

‘Mrs. Moonlight,’ Harris (2nd 
week), (D-1,084; $3). Almost 
wholly dependent on the Drama 
League subscription mob. Hardly 
any cal] at the agencies. Around 


$11,000 on the second week and 
slated for two more. 

‘Once in a Lifetime,’ Selwyn (4th- 
final week) (C-1,086; $3). First 
Broadway smash to go haywire at 
the b. o. in Chicago this season, 
Made no headway from the start. 
Sharp pickup in midweek gave it 
around $12,000 for the final windup. 

‘Third Little Show,’ Great North- 
ern (6th-final week) (R-1,365; $3). 
Did well, considering conditions, 
with the exception of one week. 
Pulled out for Philadelphia Satur- 
day night to a substantial $22,000 
tally. O. E. Wee’s ‘Strange Inter- 
lude’ production ushered in the next 
evening. 

‘Tonight or Never,) Adelphi (D- 
908; $3). Came in Sunday night, 
with Fritzi Scheff starred and pro- 
duced by Chamberlain Brown and 
Raiph Kettering. Stays four weeks, 
and ‘Broken Dishes’ makes its local 
debut here Christmas Eve. 

‘Unexpected Husband,’ Cort (8th 
week) (C-908; $3). First week of 
its housing in the U. J. Herrmann 
bailiwick got it $5,300. Dick Herne 


|don had moved his production over 


| 
| 





from the Adelphi where it had made 
a nice profit for himself and the 
management. Hardly profitable at 
the past week’s figure. 





‘Sing’ in Boston 
With Lois Moran set as the 
fermme lead, Sam Harris will open 
his Gershwin-Kaufman musical Dec, 
7 in Boston. 


Victor Moore and Andrew Tombes 


j}are the other leads, 


Beyond - 


a Ben Bernie protege, and * 


It is now rehearsing.” 
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Plays on 


Broadway 


background or voice, becomes the 
new operatic find. 

Night of the opening she loses 
what little voice she had and some- 
one from off-stage sings the piece 





LOUDER, PLEASE 


Farce comedy in three acts presented at 
the Masque Nov. 12 by A. L. Jones in 
association with Manny Wolfe; written by 
Norman Krasan; staged by George Abbott. 


for her with no one in the audience 
Lester Trout, a grafting «°: >phone|@"Y the wiser. The artistic Italian 
player, tells her she should. ester| director, knowing of no other way 
sees visions of her having heavy|to handle the situation, wins her 
money and supporting one of his|away from the great Hugo Adams 
show schemes. Patsy makes two/|in as fine a seduction scene as has 
been staged in years. Next morn- 





nei 


Plays Abroad 





TSAR LENINE 


Paris, Nov. 2. 
A three-act play by Francois Porche. 
Produced by Charles Dullin at the Atelier, 
Paris 


‘UN TACITURNE 
(‘A Silent Man’) 


Paris, Noy 
Play in three acts by Martin a Pane! 








Pe Se Te ae: Buford Armit stipulations: (1) that Charlie under- Starri lin, heading a long | Produced by Louis Jouvet at t : 
WEN vse scccedecccccetbanssqs Mildred “Wal stand that once she strayed, and (2) | ing Hugo’s willing to drop her and — eek Sore sad SJ des Champs Llysees, Paris, Oct ‘zp nel 
matieys By re ee Alsta Ba that his family accept her. the Italian has won his point. _—— pmo A Wet tl bb ce Be bk ek Pierro Renoir 
PFE WV MILE. cc ccc eeeeseesscas 4 ‘ + “a - TIA. se seeas $004 $s6s8 
Eddie Maney.....c.cscces iditiarasitensti | _ Charlie's mother gives a party in| Besides the fact that plot con-| 4 pit ‘hit, due for a long run if |Leopolaing “260.0003 ere seuvet 
Snits Gumble APPEAR A, Percy Kilbride the Breene home with Patsy invited struction is atret hed too far, it is the police don’t stop it in the mean- CIN c ig Chk Cb z% 0 chow a Valentine “Tee 
Olly Madison,...++sseeeeees Jane Buchanan| Mrs, Breene, very much social reg- spotty and uneven. Instead of be-| ™ : : Ae ; rack? WAMda. oc eeeeeeseeceseess Lucienne Bogaert 
Bernie vesrense sehenweneeedes J. H. Stoddard ister, tries nearly everything to put ing biting, it is broad, with many | time for fear of political riots simi- ForMest. sc ceeecececsecesess Lucien re ma 
Wrederick Gariett-......... Theadore Hake} Patsy at a disadvantage, and | laughs but no conviction and a final} lar to what already happened dur- | TO; Tricat.+..+++r++seee. Romain Bouquet 
Charlie Harris......ccccceccsed Allen Nagle| schemes with her lawyer to com- | feeling of emptiness. ing the showings of ‘Dreyfus’ at the haa aie sciaia aeba Daniel | Leccurtels 
ao Be Cite taceds wean M. aa promise the girl because she isn’t of It’s a shame that it doesn’t make oe sak é ee sone? re aan dette Mouret 
CY sesesecereceeeeecees obert Gleckler agg eins : ecaus ‘ould have *lay picturizes in a rather ideai- r : 
Herman Schneider...... Charles G, Wilson their set. The party sue sts and the | it, a ony b 7 eo nia er istie way, Lenin, as an-exile in Likely to do business due to ex. nie 
Mate GRMN cs <5-s0s0004008 Henry Sherwood | rest of the family, however, fall for} been genuinely amusing, but also; “tc | Rrrsacges ay. 3 Mie cellent acting and strange; Capeto 
Patsy in a big way. They walk out| because it is patently an expensive) Prance, Draparing the tertying it | Subject, which is strongly Mreudian Wort 
i ic on matrical singers and join Patsy in|and earnest attempt. Sets are as| 2nd jJater succeeding In Carrying Mn auc a sly Freudian, ; 
See is & Hollywood picture the bar wien @ pte ws Gumtat is} beautiful as ee be and there’s| through, then running it ruthlessly, Production is very simple—first, experic 
Wher gs ag ay yg Ree tg playing jazz. There is some hoofing|no scrimping in any other depart- and finally dying of paralysis. an industrialist’s office; second, a amoun 
be on Sk anape 2 goes, slong th for that scene Billy Pierce having |ment. A more expensive or capable Though the play cannot be con- porch of a villa overlooking the val. ome 
aughter, enough to please the aver- t ht the star tare: ig) have lished | Sidered’ as defaming Lenin, the ley of the Seine, and, third, a draw. Jimn 
age onlooker and should rate a| ‘4US © mar. stager might have accomplished | (, . ing-room 
tees The livel i 7 « | something with it, or some more re- Communistic party resents the ex- = . ductor 
— get ‘ Ch M = Y pile ng Png 4 switches. writing : posure of the ruthlessness it dis- Story opens with the strong Sept. 2 
— A. a reminder of ‘Broad- “ey <9 es — Patsy, who, Acting also is apotty. ..Barbara| Played:tn Russia. Two of its mem- | Silent man who runs a big business Aug. 
wap i Phil Du ‘ine a wich Ae jeoieie nth rae sro Willison as the girl is satisfactory | bers once caused the play to be in- learning to his surprise that the rea- artists 
onmeaiae, aG ee eae who proves Sher cus ott. tke meen enough as is also Ralph ‘Locke por- terrupted for 10 minutes by rushing | son his father committed suicide of pre 
agen i ‘aid imila ne ye i oe to Paria for a divorce Ruemeien ane traying the great backer But the the stage and causing a real pan- | was his love for a girl who died the Jazz 
staged it, a similar job here, Not ar . c SFINE SES STORs Oy - Bb >| demonium. day before. With the silent m: ‘plues’ 
that ‘Louder, Please’ is as smart, but | couldn’t get evidence against Les-| performances of both, as well as{  m an is 
it is smartl ‘ ted lo : ter, who is being paid by icy Mrs.|most of the cast, are just about] |; The play, though rather inexpen- | his cousin, who in the business runs . cordin: 
eesteuaiaue : tn ee ee Breene to be gcd. Charlie has a suitable with nothing inspired or sively produced, is remarkably well - department, and is used in the ballroc 
Lee Tracy the hoofer of ‘Broad- | tough time of it abroad, with his} noteworthy. Only completely genu- staged by Dullin himself, which play to enlighten other people on Ang 
way’ and the reporter of ‘The Front | letter of credit shut off, and he/ine piece of acting is that of Wil- helps to give it a semi-allegorical | their true feelings, The boss has a attract 
hea a dans yar ng art natural to | works his way back on a boat when| liam Lynn as an befuddled cém- character without detracting from 30-year-old sister who lives with Majes' 
hi é Hi b Whit "th .| he learns of the divorce. Patsy is oser E: yitl Giuse ye St i bal the fast tempo of the action, The|him and also runs a department in Truth 
im as Herbert White, the press Be } beacon So poser, with Giuseppe sternt bal-| stage is really divided into three|the business, and that siste The 
agent of Criterion Pictures. He an- | 2! set to bawl Charlie in all styles,/ancing the scenes tie other way ae + attereredame sae Seif 
hae : but catching a look at his pale face * % ‘y | parts, consisting of one large apron,| self assisted by one of her irl new ¢ 
swers no less than three phones, Net S pale tace,/ around in the part of Amalfi, the| then the first half of the stage on| friends. Pla ; wh Bi has S' 
never sure which one is ringing, nes Re 2 heart just naturally goes | Opera's artistic director. Kauf. which action usually takes place,| body comes ett Secin ae Pact Afri 
bawling out nearly everyon the | Out to him. om wy . ' "om the funeral 
other end but always ‘the gentle- The authors chose to defend the 3 gy pay ams Melina at - he ee es” ee. Seen mesbul 
eee ,| people of carnival shows. Patsy F =e » and) brother asks that the de: ‘ : 
man when talking over the office | PEOP!® § - ote y BRIEF MOMENT used by secondary characters, keep- | son to be giv @ dead mane 21 sc 
dictaphone to the boss, J. L was born on the lot and it would son.to be given a job. The boss re- 
Tracy makes ‘Louder, Please’ if | have been worth anyone's life to in- Comedy in three acts prosented -at the me them in full view, but sharply fuses at first, but the young man effects 
it is made. He carries the pace. He|SUlt her. She says the morality of | Belasco Nov. by Guthrie McClintic; divided from the main action, which | appears, and due to his winning pi 
“tg i , , carnival people is polished com-| Staged by same; written by S. N. Bebr-| takes place front. Even then, the! personality is taken immediately ey 
is on the stage virtually through- pared to the people of the social | ™*”’ Francine Larrimore starred. front part itself is often shut off, | secretary by the eee iin e = operat 
out and is always worthwhile. | © ister Roderick Dean.....es.esss: Robert Douglas| in ‘one,’ by a piece of material han-|Jater young man is seen sake ment | 
That is a severe test for an actor, pa | ‘ Harold Sigrift...sese-> Alexander Woollcott] dled b allegoric: y s 14 y 5 an is seen making lit 
sith ant , Miss Ulric took to her new part|x alec y two allegorical figures, |jove t he s stea 
Sensing the executives are*not mais! e ow pa POF Frances Rich] pic A ron nae iove to the sister and proposing. fr’ 
leased with the space the com- with all the energy that is hers.| Manny Walsh............eees: Paul Harvey whilst characters are disappearing She refuses, explaining that she ha ee 
a is gettin his staff gets told Patsy is a cinch from the audience] Abby Fane........... .-Francine Larrimore | behind it, or change of action is/g past. When she was a 13- er — 
# oA * a rat althouch one of | 8t@ndpoint. Sidney Blackmer does | Sersel Voloschyn.....+.++, Boris Marshalov | taking place. The allegorical inten-|o}4 schoolgirl she was th - ade Pictur 
emai een’ te abdut: 20 mae her | Charlie, who is no heavyweight. ans GECRIRETOR.« 22 rneeeee: ag a A ct tion of the play as being a dance] of her schoolmarm, and aban wd yee 
é , > Bs se , MOT seveeeseeseeesaeetesens cdwin Morse] of death is evidenced }t ra- % - Aline \ 8 ing oO 
contract has 30 days to run, and ‘if coat an tdesia Patera beet trlenk. MEN at sdancacdeecncoravetss Helen Walpole | | vent platy oeiyg gg Agee ge found the marm was getting sweet Males 
a gets that yarn, you're all) jyan3 Hansen scored in a comedy| ‘Brief Moment’ drew the smart|Piece of material of a character in a ft oe eae "aoe the pe gt 
The press agent frames a stunt | W@Y as the Breene butler who had/and dressy first-night bunch that representing death, with a death | closes it is clear that she didn't Kil hh 
Pj ar Be roma Criterion | te play bartender for the party,| seems to belong to the Belasco. It masque behind which is revealed a the: girt aa y Beg Ae -~ i marke 
star. She is supposed to disappear thereby foregoing a symphony com | is the first play there since the great = t a 6 Watead business assistant sad tek Gee ie 
in.a motor boat during a parity ana| Cert With Toscaninni conducting.| Belasco passed. That it will ap- he sets are by G. Vakalo, and {are Lesbians. Still later, somehow f 
the next day the coast guard sends Theresa Maxwell Conover, a good} proach the rating of Belasco suc- | ®T® Sacidedly Russian. Some music | tn, young man hi: “ercoi he: vy 
t fyi machines to find her.| Pick as Mrs. Breene. Very much|cesses is doubtful, though it is|!S used, written by Marcel Dalan- | opiections t a eeeeoas eae aa — 
Bailey. a hatactine thinks it a pub- | like a deb name is Hilda Heywood| brightly and humorously worded on —- gr ety a eesti are to be + tan py pron — 
ies a comet Howe, who plays that kind of a girl.| and should do comforta Stage, kept out of view by lattice | |. saiesiengn.. ean fr hea 
man, coe mae eet settings. Last year Miss Ulric in a medi- The new play is pacing work. Also a gramophone record fs Senth Soe Seeemeny as atoll 
s ag " et pra ocre play (‘Pagan Lady’) had a suc-|jog performance. It sparkles now used for crowd noises. tan emg that they are in wond 
t f m Br wa > in Robert| cessful season because of her per-/and then as did the same S. N Pinay opens with Lenin shown is he ie i. ta ae tae meee = 
Gl oie “nr Oi Trmey then take|S0nal draw and a moderate cost] Behrman’s ‘The Second Man.’ Theve | his exile’s room in Paris discussing on eee eee the secre payin 
nga -wers » Aogpaey 1 ani 1 hook-up. ‘The Social Register’ is| it no exceptional story. The play- the revolution with his wife, whilst | t4Ty he flies in a rage. The cousin 
the show along to a laughing conclu- , various Russian characters, both of | d¢monstrates to the boss that he 


soin. They both have been in Holly- 
wood and know what it is all about. 
There is not too much technical stuff 
to confuse audiences either. 





much more costly to operate, which 


wright designed his piece merel s 
is why it probably won't run. “ P 7s 


diversion. 

bee. First and third acts held a fair 
but. not speedy pace. Second act 
had a tendency to droop, perhaps 

































the higher classes and of the 
masses, are shown on the apron of 
the stage, giving their impressions 
of what is taking place. Second act 








doesn’t understand his real motives. 
And goes into a long Freudian ar- 
gument pointing to the employer's 
probable state of mind in relation 








One of the funniest press-stunt s -3 Leni i to the secretary. The man is hor- 
akan’ in" deena. A cata waet SING HIGH, SING LOW | because there were two quarrel|Shows Lenin and his friends OO | ep shtrade and so digusted to find Lo! 
scenes, not only a fault of repetition, |i" Russia proclaiming the revolu : tn let | 
towing a balloon is supposed to Comedy with music in two acts and eight |»); also two- scenes of t ‘I tion, when the Czarist regime is | that whereas in business he always voke 
cruise parallel to a beach. But the peenes pecnemied by Walker zewes, ies.. extreme! reaking down.. Again the classes|Sees his way clear, in life he is Zei 
balloon is so big that it lifts the Sheidach Pismarten ana David techan: (Continued on page 56) and masses are individualized in al- | Subject to reactions over which he & filr 
boat off the water and it is floating | girectea by Clarence Derment; sets, Paul legorical characters. Last act shows | has no control that he goes to his 
—— - irk Sh poy ag! & phe- ppeeeeer Ree ee ee eee Lenin in his shabby Kremlin apart- ae and shoots himself. 
*| oooh ian notes. ve ment, first running the revolution, e title role of the boss is ex- 
At the finish it is reported the ar sy rection, Mu fap Ose sania Out of Town and later, his slow passing away. | cellently rendered by Pierre Renoir. 
eb pty aerial ad is on ite way tO) wim). (25 em Lackland " At one time whilst in his office, he | His cousin is done by Louir Jouvet, 
enver. epg ie te Lickadintse+s Frank Andrews Reviews is seen playing a lonely game of|actor-manager, whose acting is Ale 
; Norman Krasna, who wrote Julius Speiger...-..++..«---Herbert Goode chess whilst the various allegorical | locally unsurpassed. The secretary dram 
Louder, Please,’ worked for Metro hy + wel steeeeee se eeeeeeeees woe brag aretmed characters are revealed on the back | is done nicely by Daniel Lecourtois, 
out west. Not long ago he was a 1 aan tom Keto sone anit stage incline through the back par- | and the charact f hi le — 
: Ww 4 MEME 2isesedocucededes Barbara Willison t p e character part of his uncle, Pri 
copy boy on the ‘World’ and later | antoinette wii... cesses eseess Lorna Elliott PRIVATE LIVES tition of the office, which opens in|the old doctor, is exceedingly well rise 
was assistant dramatic editor on the ABA «-cnossee Bokeéieeesgace + Lynn not ‘two.’ One of these characters dis- |rendered by Romain Bouquet. The cess 
Graphic. ; ge dagal eg Wie Aa a etal bids Ralph Locke Hollywood, Nov. 12. appears every time Lenin strikes | boss’ sister is excellently acted by burg 
‘Louder, Please’ is comic diver- | 4 hur Warren........--.-- se. Don Beddoe Only because of its expertness so | one of the chess pieces, and the floor | Valentine Tessier, who thoroughly Th 
sion and deserves to click. Ibee. Gregory Townsend........... Willian Lynn | far as a provincial company is con-|is made to represent a chessboard, | moved the audience and cries real the 1 
Sipanlandi Adelina Drebilt.. + a Sa reac ge Pewee yg a i s bi making the allegory rather impres- | tears on the stage in the big second with 
i Th S . l R . Beene PRIUS. F000. 5.000008 Cornelius Vezin This Ab TP ny eed or ak oe sive, since none of the living re-|act scene, where she tells the young ica } 
oi © - egister em. at Leethusersasanl 5. ie Binyon | ett "Horton starring with his own gi r= bom with’ the " oy af 1 Sten y= Face ah Fg me ine “le ey fall 
bee & ’ Stawehand.....ceccccsccccscoses 8. A yon ‘ g ng, y e very simple y r 
i Faree comedy im tiurce acts presented at | Madame Elsa..........++++ Josephine Deffry| company in the clever Coward] means at the disposal of Dullin * Sattee be . a = ae Fast 
| the Fulton Nov. 9 by Erlanger Productions; | Rudolph Krauskopf............ John Taylor | ¢three-act comedy, with Florence | comparativel od Of 4 > Bogaert, and Marie Lé peac 
ap | written by Anita Loos and John Emerson; | Harry .......sseeeeeeeeeees Vernon Howard | yang ’ pe y sood. course,/is excellent as an old governess. 
i |i Lenore Ulric starred, Sidney Blackmer | Weaver...... Dincesescc dees J. S. McLaughli ridge (Mrs. Fredric March), | audience individuals, according to| Other parts mere extras. Type of Jects 
y featured. WOE o.190% Keuaas seeeeeee.-James Seymour | quite noteworthy, opposite him do- | personal feeling, react tremendously | story precludes any screen “nossi- grea 
it agg egy eevcce Tre eerr ey 12. Batty Saeko spemenes eccccecvccececers . Sag MO - ing the original Gertrude Lawrence | to the lines of the play, which con- | pjjities. _ rat gs Mari done 
|} » POMOS.. ccescccsescecesss ilfre > D ccccccceccesesisecek < s. . 
j ess somites esigaborh See Principals of Baliet—Grace Lydon, Jean we — sa So = i stitutes its chance of business and 2 ae of li 
4 POU WORW .. cssgececcessccecs Lenore Ulric Kayson, Katherine Eyles, Elinor James, ordon rom pictures have the/| its risk of being interfered with by yy 
Pt An Electrician...........+.+- William Boag Jean Walton, Vera Volkenau, Ina| other important roles, with Fran-/| possible riots. Acting by Dullin NUIT D’ENFER , 
Be I Fee EUOOR sos Seen vs ee e's sSCIOM Tusa Korsch, Mary D. Smith. cesca Rotoli at the femme-de-| is excellent. The rest of a nu- E the | 
a \ PEESCOCE.« crcccvtecoece enore Sorsby es chambre in the Paris apartinent,| merous cast is mere su t Roet 
Lester Trout....... cebansen as 1 y : por a HELLISH NIGHT 
ae. paceseees Donald Stewart| Seems a sort of shame to turn sr es constitutes the scene of the| Francois Porche, the author, had Paris Sev. 2. and 
ee og eT Tee Sitnay Biectumier thumbs down on this play because gy Sd y eed Seek t — a play ange A Pe meen, see et ep Three-act play by Guido  Stacchinl. 
Esed Steet eed eeeteeeeees a 0 thin in it. o years ago, e am ramovitch.’ | Adapted in F Daireaux, 
Me. Broome, « «+. +0 geen se tg Oowald Yorke By ae on . ry it rn like | this coast production of the Broad-| This was a translation of his | Produced by Paulette wo, at the Ooeuvre, } 
Mr. Wiggins.......... George Henry Trader | another member of the great army| W@¥ success in every department,| French original, yet unproduced Van Dor Max de Guy 
Muriel Devenant..... Hilda Heywood Howel|of good ideas gone wrong. Maybe from faithfulness of scenic investi- | here, ‘The Wandering Race.’ Mari. | caro) WOGRAANDE ES RA OH 89 4:3 208 . rint 
Mrs. Sherrard.....e...c.0.- Madeleine Gray sd & 4 ture to histrionic distinction p> hah aa enertege * * a eee E ys I 
Mrs. Vandervent..s...seccceee Jane Farrell it will get a month to six weeks. One might car that ‘H t be en emeadape rea De tac e 
i ORs Ch 00400asscsacesds Vera Krug Writers had a splendid idea, but 't h & th Be i orton ry na A RRS Oe tay 4pm of 
Duc D> Renan... +s +>. Marcel Journet, Jr. |seem to have gotten off the track mayn ave the British unction of mee easssescesecs> Ocecvcces me- oo pla 
Prince AlexiG..c.cccceccsccees Sidney Elliot | q ly in| 2.Coward but he does excellently. © Mother-in-Law..... eee. Claire G ~~ 
Lady Sharpley...cccccsecsses Andree Villars somewhere. Trouble lies largely in Ditto Miss Eldridge, whose per- ll @ S The Academictan........+-.Jacques Ferre e M 
Ronaid Sa CeNSeltsesubeeds sind Alan Wallace|the fact that they mistook their formance might be said to be com 4 gp yn Vile dette a i ory ag oe Dwi 
ady Singer. ...sscccccece Winifred Martin| Purpose. They started to write a , . ( A edGadasanseeatraal ‘- ricard ‘ 
Gentleman § aes 0 , parable with the original Satane........ seseeeee seee-.- Gisele Picar 0 
Sra - | 5 aahheintlahbta ee -~ yet oe  atadlige aes poe Bong a Lawrence's (without ‘nis Pant alone 0 _——- } ar ery oyun ee eecececccecece Francols —_ (‘Ol 
pansnane / eee At MISS, & having ever seen the original). og ch ade 0000 ee Ee 
The lighter side of ‘The Social Reg- did. It's about as poorly paced a Spotted at the Hollywood Play- His first show, ‘Brief Moment,’ set Haag seesenseverseueees Menem caer M 
ister’ is rather good fun, and that —_ > conceivable. house on Vine off the boulevard, at the Belasco, Guthrie McClintic ons eet ane 
goes on for the first two acts. Then oe ee sa 7 3 ned ee it’s a smart house booking for the | iS expected to start immediately on z ape senee ing, 
the thing gets dramatic, which ap- | POlitan Opera. In the play it's called | carriage trade, which this attrac-|his second. This will be ‘Distant | nai amd Coe thee paper Onl oak 
pears to be the matter with it ana| COSmopolitan Opera. There's the) tion will inevitably attract at $1.50 | Drum’ by Dan Totheroh small and two-thirds paper. Ony Al’ 
which puts its click chances in rich banker-backer and the artistic} with $2 on Saturdays. Only one ‘Tr ’ by T ’ point worth mentioning is fine acte 
_goubt. Italian pad age Pee far it’s just] mat (Sat.). . eaiuan te Schon ‘Suerte’ “aa ing by France-Ellys, especially in ” 
‘ The new play starring Lenore| ®25Y enough to identify to be okay.| Perhaps the only dete : 4 erford. Ex-| scene where she plays a drun\. 
Ulric was kept out of town six|A!so the business of both being on| pe the 5 ieikem an iceeee pected to be ready week of Dec. 14. Play is cheaply produced, ares 
weeks principally to afford time for the make and insisting on making $7,500, which is plenty pennies for William A. Brady is reviving and third acts being a pele “ 
the authors to follow manageria)| their particular love of the moment] any dramatic legit. House can do| ‘Little Women,’ play adapted from |00m with an alcove that call od the 
suggestions to rewrite that third act|the new operatic find. But from] $12,000. Nut includes a 15% straight | Louisa Alcott's heartpuller. Cast by | CUrtained off. Second act, ty fee 10 r 
and give it the dash and gayety of| that on, the piece begins to lag. royalty to Coward and $650 to Arch | Bill Brady, jr. 1931 version of ‘Wo- to be in Hell, is ridiculously a - 
the early going. But Anita Loos Magnolia Jackson Wainwright is| Selwyn weekly as his bit. men’ will run at matinees only, four turistic. Heavy psychological —e ms 
and John Emerson tabled the idea. | brought on as the Southern stuppo} Supporting cast is oke with Gor-|a week, opening Xma: nt which might do for a novel, = rt. - 
Lenore Ulric creates Patsy Shaw] Who won a bathing beauty contest/don strong and Miss LaPlante B dy’ Pl aa “4 — vw “nat for the stage, speeches aot ci 
of ‘Vanities’ so big-hearted that she|@nd thinks she ought to go into| effective in a mild opportunity. ye he ws — ’ ing up action. ; lance 
gushes generosity. Her girl friend | Opera. Kid assistant to the pub-| It’s her legit debut. They Don’t Mean Any Harm,’ by Apart from France-Ellys, err 
Gloria scolds her plenty for that but | licity man gets her an introduction ‘Private Lives’ is the most de- A. A. Milne, Chas. Hopkins’ next | of cast 7 + tr pope a oe on 
«snaps at anybody who tries to pan|to the big banker at the moment|lightfully guaranteed evening lo- |*"d Probably in around Jan. 1. otery ln ey ie pride C 
Patsy. Charlie Breene of Park ave-| when he has a yen to produce an|cajlly of a meagre west coast legit ‘Fata Morgana,’ by Ernest Vajda, — wedding night, realizes thee night R 7 
nue now vig Aid oy they become amare opera and the banker] season; or a couple of seasons for |revived by Jimmie Cooper, to open 7 Baw Boma So gg I 2 Hell and mse 
engaged; that is, she ac al a j — 
o & accepts after ls. Magnolia, with no training,| that matter. Abel. Xmas. | wakes up much softened. Maz 
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South Africa 
By H. Hanson 


Capetown, Oct. 17. 

October 6 and 7 bad days for 
Capetown and coast towns. 

Worst Black Easter wind storms 
experienced for some years do big 
amount of damage and affects 
amusement business. 

Jimmy Lowndes, orchestra con- 
ductor at Tivoli, Capetown, from 
Sept. 25, 1903, to closing down date, 
Aug. 4, 1931, and well known to 
artists playing that theatre, center 
of presentation exercises, 

Jazz dancing is dying out and the 
‘»lues’ returning to popularity, ac- 
cording to Barbara Miles, English 
ballroom dancer, now here. 

Angela Baddeley, English actress, 
attracting good business at His 
Majesty’s, Johannesburg, with ‘The 
Truth Game.’ 

The Capitol, African’ theatres’ 
new cinema in Pretoria, Transvaal, 
has stage facilities for vaudeville. 

African Theatres’ new Folies Ber- 
geres Revue at the Empire, Johan- 
nesburg, is a success. A show with 
21 scenes, brilliant in color and 
effects, with a fine troupe of artists 
as asset. 

Nicholas Douglas Malan, cinema 
operator, got one month’s imprison- 
ment at Capetown Police Court, for 
stealing bus tickets. 

African Theatres, Ltd., sign big 
contract for output of Gainsborough 
Picture Corp. 

African Theatres announce start- 
ing operations to erect palatial His 
Majesty’s theatre in Johannesburg. 
Over £100,000 will be expended. 

With three big concerns in the 
market for public favor, and more 
to come, erecting palatial theatres 
and cinemas, it will develop into a 
war for position. 

With South Africa’s entire white 
population under 2,000,000, and eight 
principal cities with populations be- 
low ordinary towns in England, one 
wonders where the money is com- 
ing from to keep the theatres on a 
paying basis. 


Leitlin’s License Revoked 


London, Nov. 16. 
London County Councill has re- 
voked the license of Leo Zeitlin. 
Zeitlin for some time conducted 
& film employment agency. 





Moissi’s First Play 


Berlin, Nov. 5. 
Moissi has become a 
dramatist. His first play, ‘Der 
grosse Gefangene’ (‘The Great 
Prisoner’), met extraordinary suc- 
cess at the Thalia theatre, Ham- 
burg. 

The play is an interpretation of 
the life of Napoleon. In discussions 
with visitors from China and Amer- 
ica Napoleon again experiences his 
fall. A philospher from the Far 
East preaches to him the religion of 
peace. And a frank American re- 
Jects in a speech all deeds of the 
great Napoleon.’ The emporor has 
done nothing but abused the idea 
of liberty, he declares. 

The title role was played, under 
the excellent directing of Hermann 
Roebbeling, by Ernst Leudesdorf 
and a stirring performance. 


Alexander 


Marks Free Lancing 


Paris, Nov. 16. 

Irwin Marks has negotiated sale 
of ‘Rhamses Caruso,’ Hungarian 
Play to William 4. Brady. 

Marks also. handled sale to 
Dwight Wiman of ‘Vielle Canaille’ 
(Ola Woman,’) local piece. 

Marks is now evidently free- 
ancing in Paris on the play-agent- 
ng. He was until recently a paid 


representative of the Shuberts and 
Al Woods. 








‘Duchess’ Ends Run 


o London, Noy, 16. 

The Improper Duchess’ closes at 

© Globe end of this month, making 

months’ run, 

enn Will be followed by revival 
And So To Bed,’ 


th 
10 


Arnaud. with Yvonne 
G : 1 . 
Rube, Kahn, Edward L, Klein, 

*y Lindsay, Mrs. Eric Small, 


Mrs, Fp: 
- Frances Marion. 


Art 


Show Foreshadows Moscow 
Invasion of Paris 
Paris, Nov. 8&8. 
Considerable MRussianization of 
Paris stage sets can be expected 
next season from the considerable 


space devoted in the current ‘autumn 
salon’ to Russian and Polish thea- 
tre art, with numerous reproduc- 
tion of sets of such houses as the- 
atres Polski, Bogolowski, and Maska 
in Warsaw, also theatre in Llow. 

These sets constitute the most 
interesting part of the exhibition, 
which is normally an exhibition of 
paintings, but contains hardly any- 
thing worth that name, apart from a 
retrospective exhibition of the works 
of the late Boudin. 

One painting—very crude—repre- 
sents the Casino de Paris’ last re- 
vue star, Josephine Baker, in a nude 
bigger than life size. 


MGRS, LAX IN BOOTING 
PARIS WHOOPEE TOUTS 


Paris, Nov. 7. 

Paris theatre managers are lax 
in failing to suppress touts who ac- 
cost foreigners, offering to take 
them to houses, where, according 
to the steerer, they may meet show 
girls from some definite theatre. 
It seems unbelievable that the man- 
agement of the Palace would per- 
mit one of the men in the lobby, 
who passes himself off as ‘assistant 
manager of the Palace,’ and ap- 
pears to be on good terms with 
other employes, to assure visitors 
that in the house he wants to take 
them after the show they can meet 
the girls they have seen on the 
stage. 

Only show which openly acknowl- 
edges turning, actresses into hos- 
tesses is the raw burlesque Moulin 
Bleu, where performers after the 
show act as hostesses in the night- 
club run in the lobby by the man- 
agement. Even then business is 
poor, 

Paris touts have become more of 
a pest than ever, despite police ef- 
forts, due to the considerable num- 
ber of foreigners attracted by the 
Colonial Exhibition, which makes 
them easy victims to the come-ons. 
Latter usually get a 50% cut from 
the house where they take the 
suckers. Similarly strangers are 
steered by taxicab drivers to joints 
that pay drivers $1 a head. 


Bourdet’s ‘Sex’ Rome Hit 


Rome, Nov. 5. 

The French comedy, ‘The Weaker 
Sex,’ by Bourdet, had a brilliant 
success in translation here at the 
Valle theatre under the title of 
‘Sesso Debole,’ by Lamberto Pi- 
casso’s company. 

Play, naughty in the best or worst 
French style, was admirably played 
and drew all intellectual Rome. It 
ran for a fortnight, which is like 
saying it ran for five months in 
New York. 

‘The Weaker Sex,’ which, of 
course, is man, skits American girls 
and French boys’ seeking rich 
wives. 


Cochran’s Sole Partner 


London, Nov. 16. 

Charles Cochran denies Noel Cow- 
ard has any part of ‘Cavalcade’ at 
the Drury Lane. 

Cochrane says the show is held 
by himself and Drury Lane on a 
50-50 split and that none other is 
interested to any degree. 


Takes Wales’ Lease 
London, Nov. 16. 
Syndicate headed by Morris Ben- 
jamin, late general manager of the 
Drury Lane, has taken over the 
lease of the ‘Prince of Wales.’ 











House was recently bought by 
realty speculators. 
7 
Weather 
Paris, Nov. 16. 


Plenty cold here which ought to 
boost business. 





is upsetting everything. 


18 OF 42 HOUSES 
CLOSED: HELPING 


|Cochran’s ‘Cavalcade’ at 
Drury Lane Big at $25,- 
000 Weekly for Drama— 
Stoll’s Two, ‘White Horse,’ 





$22,500 and ‘Waltzes’ 
$18,800 Fine for Stoll 
Shareholders 


DESPITE BAD TIMES 


London, Nov. 16. 

Despite unemployment and the 

financial crisis, West End legit 
business is surprisingly good with 


panners perturbed plenty. Real 
reason is that 16 of the 42 theatres 
are closed, with the open houses 
reaping the benefit. 


Estimates 


(Based on current exchange) 

Adelphi—‘Grand Hotel.’ Steady 
$10,000, profitable. 

Aldwych—‘Turkey Time.” About 
$5,000; spurt expected with Tom 
Wallis returning to the cast shortly. 

Alhambra—‘Waltzes from Vienna.’ 
Steady $18,800, and expected to run 
well into summer. 

Ambassador’s—‘Queen’s Husband.’ 
About $4,200, disappointing, consid- 
ering the exceptional reviews. 

Apollo—‘There’s Always Juliet.’ 
Surprise hit of the non-musical 
shows, entirely due to popularity of 
Edna Best and Herbert Marshall. 
Grossing steady $6,000, a 50% profit. 
Gilbert Miller has decided to take 
the piece to New York intact after 
local run. 

Cambridge—‘Elizabeth of Eng- 
land.’ Holding up well for costume 
play. About $6,000, to slight profit. 

Coliseum—‘White Horse Inn.’ 
Started off as season’s smash; after 
seven months still moneymaker with 
about $22,500 weekly. Production 
paid off long time ago and piece 
now figured to run through next 
year. Success of Stoll’s two shows 
at Coliseum and Alhambra respon- 
sible for quiet buying of Stoll Corp. 
shares in anticipation of forthcom- 
ing dividend, passed last year. 

Criterion—‘Make Up Your Mind.’ 
Hardly profitable with takings bare- 
ly $2,600. 

Daly’s—‘Country Girl.’ Practical- 
ly nothing. Closing this week, with 
‘Monsieur Beaucaire’ replacing. 
Looks like wave of revivals of old- 
time musicals is dying. 

Drury Lane—‘Cavalecade.” Dra- 
matic smash getting close to $25,000, 
well over capacity. Noel Coward 


pageant. 
Garrick—Life Machine.’ Still 
profitable at $6,000. Known in 


America as ‘Machinal.’ 

Globe—‘Improper Duchess.’ Only 
$4,500 and out. ‘And So To Bed,’ 
revival, replaces at end of month. 

Haymarket—‘Take Two From 
One.’ Gertrude Lawrence in it, but 
never got going. Grosses not above 
$6,000 and erratic. Closing Nov. 
28 to be replaced Dec. 6 by ‘Can the 
Leopard,’ new comedy by Ronald 
Jeans and again starring Miss Law- 
rence. 

Hippodrome—‘Stand Up and Sing.’ 
Piece has run its course, closing 
toward the end of month. John 


Murray Anderson’s revue will re- 
place. 
Lyceum — ‘Sensation.’ Fair at 


$7,500 and will stick until panto- 
mime season arrives. 

His Majesty’s—‘Good Compan- 
ions.’ Profitable with steady $7,500. 
Will stay till way over Christmas. 

Lyric—‘Autumn Crocus.’ Excep- 
tionally good at $6,000. 

Palace—‘Viktoria and Her Hussar.’ 
Picked up with some cast changing 
and salary cuts. Even break with 
about $6,500. Likely to linger into 
the New Year when it will be re- 
placed by Cochran’s. continental 
operetta ‘Helen.’ 

Piccadilly—‘Folly to Be Wiser.’ 
About $5,000 and lingering in hope 
of better days. 

Playhouse—‘The Painted Veil. 
Combination of Somerset Maughan 





and Gladys Cooper profitable to 
about $5,000 a week. 
Queen’s—‘Barretts of Wimpole 


Longest run play here, but 
Started Sept. 28, 


Street.’ 
still in money. 





Two weeks of rain on the Riviera | 


1930. Now getting about $6,000, to 
profit. 

Royalty—'Immortal Lady.’ Insig- 
nificant.’ 


Saint Martin’s—‘Lady in Waiting.’ 





LOOK GOOD 


vv 


London Show World 
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SPECIAL PLAYS | London, Nov. 3. 
— | George Grossmith pulled a ‘such 
‘Billingsgate’ Looks Best—Comedy | '5 fame’ yarn about himself. 
for West End | At the M-G-M studios last year 
eae? | Grossmith overheard a stenog say 
London, Nov. 16. |? another—‘is that guy import- 
Stat Societ if Bl t n i |}ant?’. ‘No,’ replied the second, ‘only 
| o é 3 cle 4 ) > es 1S ex eS I 7 vs sa2 
— ae. acne gills |an English actor waiting to see 
two performances of ‘Quarry’ at the | thalberg—and how he'll wait.’ 


Duchess’ theatre. It’s ai long- 
winded capitol-labor argument and 
unlikely to get anywhere. 


‘And how I did,’ added Grossmith, 





psc pasha reese ee Apparently saumont’s studio 
Britannia of Billingsgate’ at the drive—feature a week for a year, 
Embassy is an excellent comedy | etc.—is not starting yet. 
well received. Looks like a rea- After the new studios were all 


built, tests proved they were acous- 
tically bad, interference’ taking 
place between the various stages. 


sonable bet for the West End, 
Arts Theatre gave a Sunday night 


(15) performance of ‘Musical Opening date now put at around 
Chairs.’ Discursive attempt at an January. 

Ibsenish play by an inexperienced : dined 

author. Well acted, but uncom- ‘City Lights’ is a clean-up on 
mercial. general release here. Even the 


pessimists are admitting they were 
wrong. 

It was booked solid throughout 
the A. B. C. circuit on a 40-60 basis, 
and broke records. 

Meanwhile, Chaplin continues the 
subject of rumors from his suite in 
the Carlton hotel. 


2 U. S. PERFORMERS 
MUST LEAVE ENGLAND 


London, Nov. 16. 

Stuart Rose and Joe Sargent, 
American performers, have been no- 
tified by the Home Office they must 
leave by this evening (16). They’ll 
go to Paris, 

Couple came over here four years 
ago as members of the Three New 





Film trade here now fully ree 
signed to the ad valorem tax on 
American footage imported _ into 
this country. Reckoning is the tax 
will be at least 25% on the rental 
value of the picture, which is a 
huge slice, but has compensations, 


‘ The tax is ‘likely’ to happen 
Yorkers. They have been playing | within three months. Then the 
cabaret dates and making disc rec-| salary cuts in London look like 


ords. 


Big Cast for ‘Helen’ 


London, Nov. 16. 

C. B. Cochran is recruiting a mas- 
sive cast for his production of 
‘Helen,’ Offenbach’s opera. With 
Evelyn Laye starring, Cochran will 
have George Robey, William Berry 
and Desiree Ellinger. Max Rein- 
hardt will do the producing for 
Cochran. 

Another of the Cochran projects 
set is to revive ‘The Miracle.’ That’s 
for February and Reinhardt will 
again stage it. 


9 Days Enough 


London, Nov. 16. 
‘Make Up Your Mind’ closed sud- 
denly at the Criterion Saturday 
(14), after nine days. 
‘Folly To Be Wiser’ will fold at 
the Piccadilly on Nov. 28. It’s a 
second edition of ‘Folly To Be Wise.’ 


starting with a vengeance. 


The dailies overlooked a story be«- 
hind the recent wedding—in a West 
End registry office—of Prince Paul 
Troubetskoy and Gay Desmond. 
The license gave their respective 
ages as 65 and 30, and Gay’s for- 
mer estate that of a chorus girl in 
a Charlot revue, This is Holly- 
wood's very own Prince Troubets- 
koy, whose 6 feet 5 inches and 200 
pounds made him an outstanding 
figure in the film colony since 1912, 
when the late Nat Goodwin took 
him up, and introduced him to all 
the then celebrities of the screen, 
Since then the prince has plied his 
trade as a sculptor, and made-busts 
of almost every one of the stars. 

The bride divorced a rich hus- 
band several years ago, and is re- 
puted to have a great deal of 
money. According to the prince 
they are planning to spend the win- 
ter in Hollywood. 





The Prince of Wales, dropped in 
at the Savoy the other night— 
one of a party of four men and 
two very pretty girls, with both 
of whom he danced every alternate 
dance. His arrival—a surprise— 
caused a hasty re-arrangement of 
the dance band’s program. Every 
other number became a tango, It’s 
the prince’s favorite dance. In- 
cidentally (fashion note for Ameri- 
can young bloods) he and all the 
other men of his party—wearing 
dinner jackets instead of formal 
tails—sported red carnations in 
their button holes, 


4 
Gertrude Lawrence Out 
London, Nov 16. 

Gertrude Lawrence is out of ‘Take 
Two From One,’ at the Haymarket 
because of a dislocated arm. 

She’s in a nursing home. Probably 
will start rehearsing new piece 
when out. 


Social Whirl 


(Continued from page 48) 


Old timers are wondering whether 
the Virginia judge (Walter C, 
Kelly) will ever visit this side 
again—now that his two best pals 
in England, Sir Tommy Lipton and 
Lord Dewar, have passed away, 
Night after night, during Kelly’s 
periodic visits to London, the tea 
merchant and the whiskey man 
elected themselves an audience of 
two—generally in the Savoy grill 
room—to listen to Kelly's yarns, 
He always said they were the 
sweetest audience he ever played 
to! 


Band Act of No Appeal 


London, Nov. 16. 


Leslie Hutchinson and band from 
Empress Rooms are headlining at 
the, Palladium this week (16) with 
two mediocre dance acts and Iria 
Kirkwhite and Erroll Addison. Late 
ter team is the hit of the aggrega- 
tion. 

Hutchinson’s cabaret name and 
possible society pull may help, but 
act has no general appeal. 





They both have lovely natural red 
nair. 

Lois Wilson getting plumper and 
it’s very becoming. 

The years haven't left a mark on 
Anita Stewart. She still has a lovely 
figure and were a smart brown wool 
crepe dress at the Embassy the 
other day. Also there were the 
Richard Barthelmess’ and little 
Mary Hay Farthelmess. 

Claudia Dell back from Broad- 
way. Seen about with Eddie Silton 
again, 

Henry Bergman of Henry’s res- 
taurant misses Charlie Chaplin, his 
best pal and backer. 

Lou Clayton teaching little Buddy 
Cohen those bucks and wings. And 
he’s evidently a good teacher, 








Just produced, but inconsequential. 

Saville—‘For the Love of Mike.’ 
Surprising hit, grossing close to 
$10,000, almost capacity. 

Shaftesbury — ‘Midshipmaid.’ 
Profitable at about $5,600 and ex- 
pected to improve with Holidays 
approaching. 





Moscow Art in London 
London, Novy. 16. 


Moscow Art theatre opens at the 








Strand — ‘Counsel's Opinion.’ | ,,: 
Steady with $7,500. I Kingsway theatre Noy. 24, 
Wyndham’s — ‘Frichtened Lady.’! Program calls for three plays 


Fair with about $5,000. weekly. 
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Plays on Broadway 





BRIEF MOMENT 


(Continued from page 54) 
wordiness. Anger did not compen- 
sate for that overdose of words. 

A figure new to the Broadway 
stage was introduced at the opening 
curtain. There was Alexander 
Woollcott, reformed critic of the 
drama, reposing his large person on 
the sofa and getting a reception 
without batting an eye. It is now 
discovered what was the matter 
with Woollcott all this time and he 
never admitted it to himself, until 
George S. Kaufman went into ‘Once 
in a Lifetime’ last season. Doubt- 
less when Heywood Broun ambled 
his bulk into ‘Shoot the Works,’ 
threw caution to the 


both the other writing 
also of the “Thanatopsis 


winds, for 
guys are 


* poker crowd. 


This Woollcott belongs to the act- 
ing profession. He didn’t have to 
move about much, but he handled 
nearly all the smart lines of the 
show and carried himself like a 
trouper. His stuff provided the 
giggles, and only once did he fail to 
wait for the laugh. He has all the 
front for Harold Sigrift, friend of 
the rich Rod Dean, who marries a 
night-club entertainer. 


Rod adores Abby Fane, little red- 
headed singer of blues songs in the 
He proposes marriage 
and she cannily says ‘yes.’ Then, 
feeling that she does not really love 
this millionaire kid, she asks him if 
he wants to back out. He doesn’t, 
and when she admits she’s seen 
plenty of life, he wants to know 
who hasn’t. Manny Walsh, a big 
shot in the night-club racket, has 
been keen to annex Abby, she being 
the only woman who ever could tell 
him what he was thinking about. 


- He calls on Rod and, learning of the 


silk stocking’s serious intentions, 
says there was nothing illicit in his 
relations with Abby. 


After 18 months, however, Cass 
Worthing, a stalwart polo player 
with whom she once had an affair, 
has a yen to renew it, and when put 
off he even proposes marriage. Rod 
does not yet understand Abby, and 
there are scenes. In high anger he 
tells her to go to Worthing, and she 
walks out, but only to a hotel. Dur- 
ing her stay there she realizes she 
is truly in love with her husband 
and he finds that out when she 
comes back. 


The play is localed in a richly ap- 
pointed duplex penthouse, the set 
looking quite solid, There the jolly 
but cynical porpoise-like Sig (Wooll- 
cott) has the run of the place be- 
cause he is Rod’s best friend. 

Francine Larrimore in her Abby 
comes back into the field of smart 
talk that first brought her to atten- 
tion. Abby is a confused sort of 
person. She is wise enough as the 
entertainer, but when she becomes 
the rich man’s wife her swift adapt- 
ability to the new atmosphere is not 
very convincing. 

Robert Douglas, an English player, 
is the polished Rod Dean, a youth 
who realizes he isn’t much more 
than a rich man’s son, but a nice 
enough. lad, given a bit to too much 











theorizing. Louis Calhern looks like 
polo player Worthing, a _ rather 
worthless _ sort. Paul Harvey is 
what-a-man Manny Walsh, while 
Frances Rich is nice as Rod’s sister 
who likes his choice of Abby. 


‘Brief Moment’ has its moments, 
and mostly when Woolcott reclines 
on the divan and prattles. He is 
supposed to have been married and 
divorced twice, through the usual 
evidence of being caught in a hotel 
with another woman, once by acci- 
dent. 


Alex may not grab himself an- 
other such part, but he certainly 


belongs here. Tbee. 


IF LOVE WERE ALL 


Comedy in two acts and 10 scenes; pre- 
sented by the Actor-Managers, Inc.; writ- 
ten by Cutler Hatch; staged by Agnes 
Morgan; settings by Charles Stepanek; at 
the Booth, Nov. 13, $3 top. 


Dr. Philip Bryce........ Walter Kingsford 
Margaret Bryce. .....ccee. Aline MacMahon 
Janet, the daughter....Margaret Sullavan 
os BR eae errr Hugh Buckler 
See Ts os 6 0 60.4 0 cate eees Mabel Moore 
Ronald, their son........ Donald Blackwell 
George Manning............- Mare Loebell 
John, Graysons’ butler..J. M. Troughton 
Emil, the head waiter....... Jules Bennett 


Fritz, a German waiter........ Emil Hurst 
Henri, a French waiter..Lewis McMichael 


Beeee BOMWALGE 6eccccces John E. Henshaw 
oo mee Josephine Wehn 
A Young French Lady...... Virginia Coale 
a WC k'0 0 65 60 0068 08 Walter Spelvin 
An English Tourist.......... George Plinge 





This two-act comedy appears a 
little too mild to go far. As pre- 
sented in but a pair of acts, one 
was bound to be overly long and 
the first was that, while the second 
was brighter, shorter and con- 
tained what s.ving graces ‘If Love 
Were All’ possesses. Hence it looks 
like a medium candidate, 

Once called ‘The Other Fellow,’ 
Cutler Hatch’s play has a good deal 
to do with the younger generation 
and two young people in their at- 
tempts to straighten out the love 
affairs of their mother and father, 


the girl concerned with her mother 
and the boy with his dad. Its appeal 
should be much the same as for 
‘Young Sinners,’ but a similar re- 
action is doubtful. 

Play does not contain one genu- 
inely strong punch moment. And 
from the precedent this season that 
seems to be one thing they want. 
Program describes the play as ‘a 
gentle comedy,’ so maybe the Ac- 
tor-Managers knew what they had. 


Janet Bryce (Margaret Sullavan) 
is the daughter of Dr. Philip (Wal- 
ter Kingsford) and Margaret Bryce 
(Aline McMahon). The doc is a 
neurologist, handling people whose 
emotional affairs, love primarily, 
don’t work out as scheduled. Ronald 
Grayson (Donald Blackwell) is the 
son of Frank Grayson (Hugh Buck- 
ler) and Alice Grayson, an invalid 
and played with appropriate res- 
ignation by Mabel Moore (Mrs. 
Walter Hampden). 


Janet gets hep to a love affair 
between her mother and Frank 
Grayson. Figuring she doesn’t want 
to hurt her dad, she arranges with 
young Grayson for him to take the 
mother away from the city while 
she persuades her father to go 
abroad. Her theory is that, left to- 
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gether, the two lovers will burn it 
out, so that when the families are 
reunited everything will be smooth 
again, 


Scheme goes blooey, save that 
while in Europe the girl meets her 
erstwhile sweetheart, George Man- 
ning (Mare Loebell) and finding 
him unhappy cures her of her woe. 
Once back, the kids try getting the 
two parents together at supper, and 
the elders disclose that in each 
case their respective better halves 
knew about it all the time. That’s 
the end, with the impression that 
the two kids will come to the usual 
windup. 


The play is well cast. Miss Sul- 
lavan will probably reach Holly- 
wood sooner or later. She is under 
contract to Shuberts and reputedly 
was unable to take* advantage of 
film offers because of that fact. 
Donald Blackwell satisfies, getting 
some laughs and handling the best 
scene in the play, the parents at 
Supper, most. effectively. Agnes 
Morgan directed well. Hugh Buck- 
ler pleased as Frank Grayson, as 
did Aline McMahon. Walter Kings- 
ford was an excellent choice. 

Miss Sullavan needs some toning 
down, being a bit flouncy and 
jumpy. That showed when she 
played in ‘Modern Virgin,’ since 
which time she has improved. 








the same that has Ruth Draper. 








Actor-Managers femme group is 


CONCERTS 


By Sallie 





After 10 Years 
Elizabeth Schumann, after 10 
years, returns to the concert plat- 
form where she earned a reputation 
which is still hers, being an out- 
standing German leider singer. Her 
program she _ restricted to 
great leider 
Schuman and Schubert. 


three 


composers, Straus, 


The quality of her voice is lus- 


cious with diction and technique 


very fine. If Miss Schumann would 


inject a few light arias into her 
program it would lighten the se- 
rious vein of her concerts. The flexi- 
bility and elasticity of her voice as 
well as its color could be the means 
of winning for her much popularity. 
The audience at Town Hall showed 
appreciation in their repeated de- 
sires for encores. 





Russian Bass 
A good-sized audience at Carnegie 
Hall Vasily Romakof, the 
Russian bass-baritone, in a song re- 
cital. 


heard 


Mr. Romakof has had much 


operatic experience. As an inter- 
pretative singer he registered in an 
aria from Borodin’s “Prince Igor” 
and the usurper’s great number 
from the second act of Moussorg- 
sky’s “Boris Godunoff.”’ 





Ethel Leginska Conducting 
Ethel Leginska, 
turned conductor. 


pianist, has 


She is engaged 
by Charles L. Wagner, impresario, 
who will present the English version 
of Von Suppe’s opera comique, ‘Boc- 
caccio,” at the New Yorker theatre. 





Jewelry in the ‘Morning’ 
There was no evidence of fatigue 
after her performance in 
hauser’ the night before in Jeritza’s 
long program of songs in the ball 


room of the Plaza Hotel, the first 
of Mr. Pisa’s ‘Artistic Mornings.’ A 
beautiful diamond brooch, several 
inches wide, and broad bracelets 
of diamonds on both arms, went 
with her singing. 

Mr. Kochanski, the distinguished 
violinist, began with Bach’s E 
major Praeludium, played with 
great speed, but one of his most 
masterly numbers was ‘Flight,’ com- 
posed by Kochanski and dedicated 
to Col. Lindbergh. 


*‘Tann- 





With numbers from Lehar’s oper- 
ettas, Richard Tauber, lyric tenor, 
sang his farewell public recital at 
Carnegie. Mr. Tauber is scheduled 


to sail for Germany the end of the 
month. He is decidedly in his own 
class so far as phrasing and style. 
There is not a question but that Mr. 
Tauber with his spontaneity and 
stage charm of manner has capti- 
vated New York music lovers. 

A demonstrative audience insisted 
on several encores, 


Gordon String Quartet in their re- 
cital at Town Hall did the first 
American performance of Warner 
Janseen’s ‘American Kaleidiscope’ 
Opinions of the value of this vary 
but it’s in tune with the speed of 
the age, and was received with 
much enthusiasm. 





The Polish planist, Jan Smeter- 
lin, played a return recital in Car- 
negie Hall. His program included 
compositions by Debussy, Chopin, 
Mozart and Szymanvowski. He 
opened with Mozart’s Sonata No. 6 
in F. This he did with much deli- 
cacy as well as Brahm’s Variations 
on a theme by Paganini. 

Full house. 





Jose Iturbi, the Spanish pianist, 
again appeared as soloist with the 
Philharmonic Symphony Orchestra 
His Mozart’s piano concerto in ‘E’ 
flat earned the usual ovation. 

As a keyboard performer, he is a 
wizard. 














Representatives: 


/TRIXIE FRIGANZA 


NOW PLAYING LOEW’S NEW YORK THEATRES 
CARGILL & DOBSON 








Broadway. 
being letter perfect. 


and Vorhaus, 


which opened to promise, 
Hopkins, 


closed on Broadway. 


ground, 


rolls. 


During the rehearsals of ‘Brief Moment,’ 
at the Belasco, New York, Alexander Woollcott, the new actor, and Fran- 
cine Larrimore, the show’s star, clashed. Understood the latter thought 
she should have some of the meaty lines written for Woollcott and 
trapsied to her dressing room to sulk. 

Miss Larrimore started looking over her press book, when it came to 
her that five years ago Woollcott, then a critic, had panned her plenty 
in a review. Miss Larrimore returned to the stage and faced Alex, deliv- 
ering the complaint she would have liked to have gotten rid of him at the 
time of the notice. Latest reports are they are friendly again. 


_— 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Paul Muni, appearing in Elmer Rice’s ‘Counsellor at Law’ changed his 
name from Muni Wiesenfriend when he quit the Yiddish stage for 
On the opening night of the Rice comedy he was far from 
That is a heritage from his earlier appearances, 
since stars in Yiddish theatres rarely learn lines but depend on the 
prompter whose head protrudes near the footlights. 


Rice started his career as a lawyer in the office of House, Grossman 
Immediately after passing his bar examination, he took 
a year off to write ‘On Trial’, a dramatic smash. 
made a quarter of a million in royalties. 

‘On Trial’ was Arthur Hopkins’ entrance into the legit, the show being 
produced by Cohan and Harris, with Hopkins associated. 
is spotted 





He was then 21 and 


‘Counsellor’, 


in the Plymouth, operated by 





Future Broadway musicals and revues will be scant on scenery as a 
result of a checkup by some of the amounts spent on shows recently 


One show after another spent a small fortune on scenic investiture 
which didn’t help draw a dime to the b. o. 

Several scenic sources with orders for several prospective shows have 
noticed a decided drop in the amount appropriated for scenic back-- 


This, of course, particularly applies to the big musicals, figured as 
elaborate scene users and which tore big holes in the producers’ bank--. 





Futhrie McClintic’s new play 





The delay in the presentation of the new Irving Berlin musical which 
Sam H. Harris is to produce, is occasioned by the incomplete book and 


(Continued on page 58) 





‘Sugar Hill’ Rehearsing 
Colored Show Due In 


The Miller and Lyles’ show, 
‘Sugar Hill’ is still rehearsing with 
a New York premiere expected to 
be announced any day. 

That the Philip Plant reported 
backing is in error as reported in 
‘Variety’ recently, was given cor- 
roboration when it was announced 
on an WOR broadcast that Plant 
was not financially interested. 


English Co. Going Home 


‘The Father,’ which recently 
closed in New York after a short 
engagement, disbanded in Montreal 
Saturday. Most of the company 
will sail for England from that 
point Friday (20). 

Show was booked for five weeks 
in Canada, but went off after two 
weeks. 


Adjusted Booking 


Cincinnati, Nov. 16. 

The Erlanger office has deferred 
the local engagement of ‘Three’s a 
Crowd,’ which was set for the week 
of Nov. 29, avoiding opposition to 
Al Jolson in ‘Wonder Bar’ at the 
Shubert. 

At this time no show is penciled 
in for the Erlanger-Grand the week 
of Nov. 29. 











REVUE AWAITS PANTAGES 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

Colored musical tentatively titled 
‘Change Your Luck,’ slated for a 
downtown house, is waiting for final 
word to go ahead from Rodney 
Pantages, one of the backers. 

Interested in the production with 
young Pantages is Arthur Silber, 
agent, and an Oakland business 
man, 





Future Plays 


‘Jewel Robbery,’ by Fodor, goes 
into rehearsal Monday (23) for 
Paul Streger, who'll also direct. 
Tulio Carminti reported lead. Irv- 
ing Salkow goes to Streger as gen- 
eral manager. 

‘For Art’s Sake,’ by Leonard Ide, 
opens cold at the Cort, Chicago, 
Nov. 29. Laura Wilck producing. 


AHEAD AND BACK 


‘Is Noth- 








Arthur McHugh, p. a. 
ing Sacred?’ 

Bernard Simon p. a. ‘Two Sec- 
onds’ at Ritz. 

Leon Spachner is company mana- 
ger for ‘Hamlet’ (Broadhurst) and 
Mare Lachman is doing the pub- 
licity. 

Carl Abraham back with ‘Here 
toes the Bride,’ Howard Benedict 
doing the p. a.’ing. 








MAKING STOCK GO AT 


EMPIRE IN TORONTO 


Toronto, Nov. 16. 


Columbia burlesque wheel struck 
a snag in its try to re-enter Toronto 
at the Empire. House which had 
burlesque for 26 years, now leased 
to Cameron Matthews, English 
actor running a stock company. 

Matthews is on a 60-40 split with 
Mrs. D. M. Stair, who owns the 
building. Lease calls for no can- 
cellation if the house keeps out of 
the red. 





Burlesque people offer five-year 
occupancy with six weeks’ rent on 
the line but Matthews won’t play 
ball until they lay some on the line 
for him. They are dickering with 
his lawyers now. Meantime house 
has jumped to near capacity biz by 
dropping top from $1 to 75c. 

Censors, who haven't had anye 
thing to do since wheat was $2, are 
keen to have burlesque back just so 
they'll have a job. Harry W. Wode- 
son, chief censor, recently vacated 
his typewriter at Toronto ‘Star’. 





Ray-Miner Starting 


Ray-Miner Corp., former Para- 
mount subsidiary, is reported on the 
verge of a show. 

Earlier this season something 
was expected from R-M but didn’t 
appear. 

Co. owns two plays, ‘Trip to 
Pressburg’ and ‘Wild Waves.’ 





Plotel 
DETROITER 


2560 Woodward Ave. 
DETROIT, MICH. 














Now under personal management 
of Mr. Henry R. Sorensen, former 
manager of Shubert’s 44th STREET 
THEATRE, New York City. All 
rooms with private baths. 


SINGLE from $2.00 
DOUBLE from $3.00 


Special Weekly and Monthly Rates 




















ASAI 
FOR SALE 
First class electrical equipment, 


crates, 


drapes, costumes, frames, 
furniture, etc. 


SCHWAB & MANDEL 


234 W. 44th St. Longacre 5-1508 
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Puff Sheet Tricks 


Growing number of ‘puff sheets,’ 
ef which there are now about half a 
dozen in town alone, taking cruel 
advantage of unemployed newspa- 
permen. Operation of the ‘puff 
sheets’ strictly within the law and 
could be tolerated except for the 
methods towards those whom they 

loy. 
oo sheets operate as ‘business 
reviews’ and most of them so named 
with additions in title. Modus op- 
erandi is to exploit persons active in 
public, business or professional life 
and then sell so many copies of the 
issue in which the subject figures at 
go much per. 

Puff sheets get their help by ad- 
vertising in the newspapers for re- 
write men. So many available that 
there are always many replies. 
Ex-newspaperman well known in 
New York, but unable to find em- 
ployment, answered one of the ads 
and now broadcasting his experi- 
ences as a warning to others. 

Arrived at the office of a certain 
‘business review,’ he was immedi- 
ately taken on and informed he 
would be required to ‘rewrite’ short 
life stories of people figuring in the 
news. Minimum number of stories 
per day was to be 12, with the pieces 
to run between 250 and 300 words. 

When the pieces went into print 
the publisher of the puff sheet then 
got on the phone. Called each sub- 
ject to inform him that he could 
have any number of copies of the 
publication containing his story, 
minimum 100 copies, at 35 cents a 
copy. Or he could have proof sheets 
of the story at $25 a thousand, in 
thousand lots. 

Payment to the rewrite man was 
in commissions on the number of 
copies of the publication or proof 
sheets sold. Ten per cent on the 
sales of the copies and 15% on the 
sales of the proof sheets. 

No statements ever given to the 
rewrite man, even on demand, as to 
the sales made by the publisher. 
Rewrite man simply had to take his 
word for it. 

Averaging $15 a week for the first 
week, rewrite man’s return dropped 
to $10 the second week. Then found 
the publisher ‘riding’ him, and for 
an obvious reason. Stories for two 
weeks at the rate of 12 a day al- 
ready in, and if the rewrite man 
were to quit the publisher would 
have to pay no commissions on their 
sales to the subjects. Advantageous 
to the publisher to have the rewrite 
man quit after two or three weeks, 
because plenty of others to take his 
place. 

Publisher finally made it so dis- 
agreeable for this particular rewrite 
man he did quit at the end of his 
third week, with no money for his 
final week’s work. Publisher queried 
by the indignant newspaper man, 
replied there had been no sales, 





Gordon Craig’s Noise 


Gordon Craig-George Bernard 
Shaw set-to following the publica- 
tion of the Bernard Shaw-Ellen 
Terry letters has become anybody’s 
fight, with Christopher St. John, 
who edited the correspondence, now 
taking a slap at Craig, Ellen Terry’s 
son. 

Damning*® evidence by Miss St. 
John against Craig is that he first 
permitted the publication of the let- 
ters, by which he and his sister, the 
Terry heirs, have benefitted finan- 
cially, then turned on Shaw to ac- 
cuse him of ungentlemanly conduct 
in permitting the correspondence to 
be made public. Claimed by Miss 
St. John that Craig’s action broke a 
faith in that Craig allegedly prom- 
ised his sister he would make no 
criticisms of the letters after pub- 
lication. 

With Craig about to issue a bi- 
ography of his mother, looks like his 
attacks on the Shaw-Terry letters is 
an aping of the George Bernard 
Shaw publicity methods to let the 
world know he has a book or a play 
coming. All this publicity may 
mean finally a break for Craig who 
has been striving for nearly 25 
years to let the world know he is 
Gordon Craig and not merely Ellen 
Terry’s son. 

Now that Miss St. John has been 
drawn into the fray, Craig may be 
able to keep his name in the papers 
until the book on his mother comes 
out. 

‘Ballyhoo’ As Gift Boot 

‘Ballyhoo,’ although still an in- 
fant, goes into a book compilation 
already, the bright idea of Essand- 





ess. There will be 96 pages of the 
Ballyhoo’ ballyhooey, with an in- 
troduction by Norman Anthony, 


Who started the blamed thing. 

Essandess aiming ‘The Book of 
Ballyhoo’ for the Christmas book 
sift biz, working the presses night 
and day to get out the first edition 
this week, 








Sound Your ‘A’ 





It was election night in the 
office of the New York ‘Her- 
ald Tribune. The city desk 
phone rang: 

‘Hello, this is the Bayside 
Democratic Club. We've got 
a bunch of the boys here and 
we're celebrating—could you 
sing the first few bars of ‘Mary 
Is a Grand Old Name,’ so that 
we can get started. Nobody 
here remembers how it goes.’ 











Covici-Friede’s '’Plaint 

Covici-Friede opines that ‘Rabbi 
Burns,’ Aben Kandel’s novel about 
a modern rabbi, laid in Los Angeles, 
didn’t get a rumble from the L. A. 
city and literary desks for political 
reasons. The publishers made sure 
both the city desks and the literary 
critics received review copies, but 
nary a line on the west coast. 

‘Rabbi Burns’ is said to suggest 
a prominent L. A. preacher who 
promoted a_ $1,000,000 synagogue 
which would vie with Sid Grau- 
man’s Chinese theatre for distinc- 
tion. 

Kandel, who wrote ‘Vaudeville’ 
and another novel, and whose play, 
‘Hot Money,’ just opened on Broad- 
way, is not at all sparing in his vi- 
visection of the people of his own 
faith. 

Doubtful if a non-Jew would care 
much for the character analysis, but 
it’s a very readable- book. It’s 
bawdy, frank and sexy, punctured 
sharply by a type of D. H. Law- 
renceish lingo such as is featured 
in ‘Lady Chatterley’s Lover.’ 

It’s sensational, yet possessed of 
a style which could well have es- 
chewed the sensationalism were it 
not that it takes something these 
days to make a $2.50 took move 
off the shelves. 





Dreiser’s Confession 


The rejoinder of Theo Dreiser to 
the charge of cohabiting with a wo- 
man while in the Kentucky coal 
district, investigating the condition 
of the striking miners, was sent out 
by the A. P. Dreiser had been send- 
ing out some pretty hot stories on 
conditions when his opponents 
countered with the statement that 
he had been with a woman in a 
hotel and would be indicted on an 
adultery charge. 

Dreiser contended that the story 
was a frame-up, designed to get him 
out of the territory. To clinch the 
matter he issued through Bruce 
Crawford a statement which, con- 
siderably toned down, was wired all 
over the country. It read: 

‘You may say that it is useless 
for Bell county to spend much 
needed money in investigating me. 
I am impotent, and I don’t believe 
the notorious and all-powerful law 
of Kentucky can compelan impotent 
man to commit adultery. I do en- 
joy the companionship of ladies. I 
am fond of their conversation. But 
I am impotent and the perjured evi- 
dence of Judge Jones’ court would 
be powerless to prove otherwise.’ 





Femme Pres. of League 


Inez Haynes Irwin, novelist, and 
wife of Will Irwin, also a scribbler, 
is the new president of the Authors’ 
League, the first femme to hold that 
post since the establishment of the 
organization. 

Other new officers are Marc 
Connelly, vice-pres., and Rupert 
Hlughes, James Forbes, Booth Tark- 
ington, Sigmund Romberg, Rita 
Weiman and Waldemar Young, hon- 
orary vice-presidents. 

New office-holders typical of the 
League’s policy to make its govern- 
ing body representative of the writ- 
ing arts. Connelly represents the 
dramatic stage, Romberg the mus- 
ical stage, and Young pictures. 
Others are prose writers. 





Sunday Papers ‘Necessary’ 

The Kansas Supreme Court in 
Kansas City has held that the Sun- 
day newspaper is a ‘necessary 
article’ and the work of distributing 
it a necessity. 

The decision applied when an ef- 


fort was made to stop distribution | 


of a Sunday paper under a blue law 
prohibiting unnecessary 
Sundays. 
Relayed Humor 
Hollywood Russe colony is bullish 


on ‘Factory of Dreams,’ novel by 
Erenberg, said to be funnier than 
‘Once in a Lifetime,’ and written 


strictly on hearsay and third hand 
info supplied by a Hollywood cor- 
respondent to Erenberg. 

It hasn't been translanted but a 
Russian bookshop in Hollywood 
opines it will be if the local demand 
is any criterion, 


labor on, 


Saga of a Press Agent 


Published posthumously by 
Simon & Schuster ‘Phantom Fame,’ 
the story of the late Harry Reichen- 
bach, is a tome of much interest to 
show business. There is a subtitle 
‘The Anatomy of Ballyhoo’ and it 
is actually a collaborative work, 
with most of the writing done by 
David Freeman. 

The book tells of the early days 
of motion pictures in story fashion. 
Reichenbach discovered several 
players who became famous in 
silent pictures, It was he that sug- 
gested the dailies cover pictures, 
editors scorning the idea for years. 
The New York ‘Evening Post’ was 
curiously the first paper to have a 
regular picture department. 

Reichenbach ran away from home 
as a boy and joined a carnival show. 
There is little doubt but that the 
frugalities and hardships of those 
early years figured in his early 
demise. ‘The quest for romance 
had now simmered down to a fight 
for food with bare knuckles against 

stone.’ He tells of the years with 
Reynard, the magician, and explains 
the box and straightjacket escapes. 

The late Walter Kingsley gave 
him counsel when he came to New 
York, that being his first friendly 
contact in the big city. Reichen- 
bach gave the nude standing in a 
pool the title of Stepember Morn, 
it being one of his first promotions 
here. The picture had been re- 
jected for a brewer’s calendar. 
Harry’s fee for the job was $45. 
That paid the rent of his office in 
the Putnam building when he was 
so broke he had to sleep on the 
desk. The book ‘Three Weeks’ was 
another of his promoted sensations. 

As a picture press agent he got 
$1,000 and more weekly. 

Pictures made Reichenbach, As 
he put it: ‘Up to the time of the 
screen I had only lived. With the 
birth of the motion picture I began 
to have a career.’ The book tells 
of some of his experiences in South 
America, but does not mention the 
fever which turned his hair to 
silver. That was deleted as his re- 
quest. 





Blow to Pirates 
Winnipeg, Nov. 16. 


The Supreme Court of Canada 
overruled Judge Donovan's decision 
of last spring, wherein the Justice 
disregarded Francis Gribble’s (au- 
thor) plea that the Winnipeg ‘Free 
Press’ had stolen his article without 
payment; the Judge, in that judg- 
ment, saying that all articles, if 
copyrighted, must say so on the 
article printed by the newspaper or 
periodical. 

The Supreme Court, on the au- 
thor’s protest, now rules that the 
‘Free Press’ should have known that 
any article printed belongs to some- 
one and should not be copied with- 
out permission. 





A Burn-Up 


What may add to the Doubleday, 
Doran-Farrar & Rinehart es- 
trangement is the notice to book- 
sellers by the former pointing out 
that Vicki Baum’s ‘Martin’s Sum- 
mer,’ which Farrar & Rinehart ac- 
quired with the Cosmopolitan Book 
Corp., is one of the German au- 
thoress’ old books, written before 
‘Grand Hotel,’ though recently pub- 
lished here, 


Doubleday, Doran hopes, by this 
means, to get the booksellers to 
sidetrack ‘Martin’s Summer’ in 


favor of Frau Baum’s new book, 
‘And Life Goes On,’ which D-D will 
get out next month. 

Vicki Baum in New York last 
week, but saying nothing about 
either book. 





$10 for Libel 


Myrtle Hoagland, pastor of the 
Occult Science of Christ Church in 
Los Angeles, suing the L. A. tab, 
‘Illustrated Daily News,’ for $25,000 
libel damages, received a verdict of 
$10. 

Story she objected to related to 
fraud charges by one of her follow- 
ers who claimed losing $4,000 on an 
investment advised by Zadok, high 
priest of Solomon’s Temple a couple 
of thousand years ago with Mrs. 
Hoagland as medium for the info. 








Young Cuthbert’s ist Book 


| Clifton Cuthbert, whose father is 
| Rupert Cuthbert of the vaudeville 

duo of Cuthbert and Ashton, has 

turned author. His first novel is 
‘Joy Street,’ published by William 
|Godwin. Young Cuthbert was for- 
|merly assistant to Sammy Faine of 
| RKO’s Boston office. 

Locale of the story Is Boston's 
Italian quarter, its characters ‘in- 
cluding burlesque players, racketee-rs 
and creep joint hostesses, 





p volving ‘Graphic,’ will 


Best Sellers 


(Reported for week ending 





Nov. 14 by American News Co.) 
Fiction 
Maid in Waiting, by John 
COSOITES (awe 505s dns $2.50 
Red Headed Woman, by Kath- 
BPR POG ies acaccsc -- 2.00 
Two People, by A. A. 
BOE: «cc ansaccatacenen - 2.50 
White Birds Flying, by Bess 
Streeter Aldrich....... 2.00 
10 Commandments, by War- 
wick Deeping ......... 2.50 
American Beauty, by Edna 
POFOGr ccvcsvcees kes 2.50 





Non-Fiction 
Mourning Becomes Electra, by 


Eugene O'Neil ........ $2.50 
Washington Merry-Go-Round, 
AMONIMOED 6.0 cbc cesevc 3.00 


Ellen Terry-Bernard Shaw, by 


Christopher St. Johns. 6.00 
The Great Mouthpiece, by 
Gene Fowler ..cccoces 3.00 
Epic of America, by James 
DT. ABMS. crv ccdecee sco Be 
Mexico, by Stuart Chase. 3.00 











Demand for Trade Papers 

So much money available for 
trade paper purchases, newspaper 
and publication brokers pleading 
with trade paper owners to sell 
Prospective purchasers don’t want 
newspapers or any part of them, but 
they do want trade papers and in 
any condition. 

Reason, according to one broker, 
is that imminent upward trend in 
business conditions will first be in- 
dicated in trade announcements. 
Hence prospective purchasers see 
the trade papers as the first to pick 
up when things get better, and that 
predicted as soon. 

Only the long-established trade 
papers are wanted, those enjoying 
the confidence of the trades they 
cover. To the prospective pur- 
chasers, these publications will soon 
get back all the business they lost 
when the depression set in, while 
to the newly-established trade 
papers it will be a task to get set, 
as ever. That’s why they prefer to 
buy an_ established publication, 
rather than start one themselves. 





‘News’ Go 5-Day Week 

Five-day week goes into effect at 
the ‘Daily News’ with the first of 
the year, All parts of the paper, 
editorial as well as business office 
affected, with the staffs getting a 
16% salary cut at the same time. 
Discussed for a long time, the order 
became official last week when 
notice was sent around to heads 
of all departments to arrange staffs 
in a stagger plan so that everybody 
gets two days a week off. Evident 
intention is not to add to the size 
of the staffs, 

Several weeks ago the ‘News’ 
more or less put itself on the spot 
by euggesting editorially that 
everybody adopt the five-day plan, 
including newspapers. Hearst’s 
‘Mirror’ immediately retaliated 
through its editorial columns to the 
effect the ‘Mirror’ had no intention 
of cutting down staff, salaries or 
anything else. That ended the dis- 





cussion. 
Fate 
After teaming on stories on the 
coast for three years, William 


Slavens McNutt and Grover Jones 
thought they ought to go away for 
vacations separately. 

Without telling the other, each 
decided on a fishing trip. The day 
they left Paramount McNutt was 
out in the Pacific with a line out 
when a boat pulled along side. Seat- 
ed in the prow was Jones, 





Telegraph’s Invitation 

‘Morning Telegraph’ in New York 
sent an inviation by postal card to 
everyone who had worked on the 
staff for its moving party Satur- 
day night (14). That evening the 
sports daily left the car barns at 
Eighth avenue and 50th street. 

Three fellows on ‘Variety’ cur- 
rently worked on the ‘Telegraph,’ 
Two of them were fired by it. 

Local Interest Fair Mag. 

‘Brooklyn Close Up,’ new film fan 
mag, due Dec. 7. New idea in type 
publication is that it deals with 
local screen interest primarily. Roy 
Goodfellow appears as editor and 
publisher, but that might really be 
Arthur Herschensohn, 





Macfadden Economizing 

A move of economy: within the 
Macfadden Publications, not in 
mean drop- 
ping of around 10 people, including 
a couple editors. In future 
editor will handle two mags of 
Macfadden group. 


one 
the 





The Ariz. Razz 


Expecting that ol’ brothers-in- 
the-profession co-operation from 
Phoenix, Ariz., dailies while covere 


ing the Ruth Judd trunk murder 
story, news hounds and photogs 
from Los Angeles papers were 


startled to find themselves regarded 
as a bunch of meddlesome bums by 
their small-town confreres. 

Attitude of Phoenix papers, ac- 
cording to L. A. reporters return- 
ing from there, is that the Ruth 
Judd story is no story because too 
important people might be 
involved. Most of the small space 
devoted to the Judd case there is 
occupied by denials of the big-city 
stories. 

Phoenix dailies’ refusal to help the 
imported reporters was climaxed by 
a denunciation of the Los Angeles 
‘Examiner’s’ special writer, Russell 
Birdwell, and photographer, Sam 
Sansone, concerning their manner 
of securing news. This slap ran 
in the ‘Dunbar Weekly’, local sheet, 
and objected particularly to San- 
sone’s candid camera which snapped 
people when they weren’t looking. 
Sansone was referred to as a wole 
verine, which sounded terrible to 
Sansone until he consulted a He 
brary dictionary and found it meant 
glutton, 





Fawcetts in Divorce 


Captain Billy Fawcett, one time 
local newspaper reporter and now 
millionaire publisher of several film 
magazines and other publications, 
also operator and owner of “Breezy 
Point” summer resort, has filed suit 
for divorce against Annette Fawcett 
in Minneapolis. The grounds are 
being kept scret, but attorneys say 
that ‘there has been a very seri- 
ous disagreement.” 

Fawcett has been married once 
before. He is a veteran of the 
Spanish-American and World wars 
and nationally noted as a trap- 
shooter. For a time he was a boxe 
ing promoter here. He began as 
a publisher with a few hundred 
dollars at the end of the World 
War. He now has a half dozen 
magazines of national circulation 
with headquarters here. 





Chatter 


Harry Reichenbach’s 
Fame’ out now. 

300k-of-the-Month Club will have 
issued by the end of the year three 
quarters of a million dollars ag 
‘book dividends.’ 

Dorothy Thompson, who is Mrs. 
Sinclair Lewis, did the translation 
of that new book, ‘Job.’ 

A flood of kids’ books this year, 

The Barbizon Plaza now the 
headquarters for the writing clan. 

Thomas L. Stix’s office is like 
that of a picture press agent’s—all 
framed photos, 

Selma Robinson says Elizabeth 
Madox Roberts winds her own tur- 
bans and she’s seen her do it. 

James M. Cain has quit “The New 
Yorker” to write for Paramount. 

Philippa Hellwig in town, and 
will remain. 

Margaret Ayer Barnes the new 
prexy of the Midland Author’s So- 
ciety, the mid-West scribblers’ ag- 
gregation. 

Rockwell Kent off on another one 
of those Greenland trips. 

Twisting the title of his ‘An 
American Tragedy,’ Theodore Drei- 
ser hag titled his new book ‘Tragic 
America.’ 

May burn kLdy Culbertson to learn 
that ‘The Official System of Con- 
tract Bridge’ sold nearly 650,000 
copies in its first four weeks. 

Fannie Hurst will show up A. A. 
Milne if he does a J. B. Priestley. 

The Van Dorens, Carl and Irita, 
each to give book talks around 
town. 

Report that Clare Sheridan is 
coming here to lecture explained by 
the fact that she’s British, and not 
American, as commonly supposed. 

‘Les Montparnos,’ the Michel 
Georges Miche book, will be called 
‘Left Bank’ when published over 
here, despite Elmer Rice’s play is 
similarly titled. 

Glen Ditson has bourht a car, 
which means that he won't go to 
Europe. 

Phyllis Bottome here. 

Grace Hegger Lewis, Sinclair 
Lewis’ ex, back from Switzerland 
and will be tea-ed this week. 

John Yassos used to be a sign 
painter, 

Gilbert Frankau divorced. 

What’s become of Melvin Levy? 

Walter Roy to visit here. 

3urt Standish back to scribbling, 

Benjamin B. Hampton's ‘A His- 
tory of the Movies,’ out this week, 
published by Covici-Friede, 


‘Phantom 





Not So Dumb 


Average detective, if he does not 
serve as a mark for a bullet, gets 
out of his life’s work with only flat 
feet to show for it. Not so Dashiell 

Hammett. Got enough out of dee 
| tective work to provide innumerable 
plots for mystery stories and similar 
| fiction, and is currently one of the 


(Continued on page 62) 
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FLORSHEIM FROLIC 
With Ferde Grofe, Jane Froman, 


Jack Fulton, Jr., and King’s 
Jesters 

Orchestra, Singing 

COMMERCIAL 


WMAG, Chicago 


Talent lineup here is what Harold 
Florsheim originally picked from 
the long parade of prospects NBC 
auditioned for him. Before he got 
what he wanted Florsheim had to 
do a lot of shifting around, both in 
talent and broadcasting schedule. 
He took on two of the Three Doc- 
tors, spotted them on two shows 
and dropped them. Same happened 
to Art Jarrett, a regular CBS war- 
bler, that Florsheim, out of des- 
peration, had picked up outside the 
network. 

Frequent changes started to put 
the NBC execs here on edge, and 
they agreed to furnish Jack Fulton, 
Jr., and the King’s Jesters for the 
shoe distrib’s show if he were will- 
ing to do his ether merchandising 
Sunday afternoons instead of Fri- 
day nights. Both acts were under 
assignment for the latter periods to 
the Allied Paints Group. 

If what Florsheim had in mind 
during his search and reshuffling 
was a nice little musicale, he’s now 
got it. Everything about this Sun- 
day afternoon sputter of electro- 
radiation is in keeping with the 
mood of anter-dinner siesta. Dance 
numbers, served up by a studio 
combo under Ferde Grofe batoning, 


come over coying subdued and 
syrupy. Warbling retinue keep 
their pipes likewise muffled, and 
even the announcer invests his 


blurb reading with that lullabyish 
touch. 

Jane Froman here continues to be 
her lyrical self, Jack Fulton shows 
how to squeeze from a pop love 
ditty every drop of its melodic con- 
tent, while the King Jesters prove 
equally adept in blending harmony 
and rendering a comedy verse. 


PEOPLE’S GAS LIGHT 

MUSICALE 
Orchestra, Talk 
COMMERCIAL 
WENR, Chicago 

People’s Gas Light and Coke 
Company, a Samuel Insull subsid, 
took the recent completion of a 
1,000-mile pipe line from the Texas 
natural gas fields as a cue to go 
briefly but intensely radio. From 
the former Insull ether mouthpiece, 
but now the NBC midwest key out- 
let, it bought a flock of daytime 
privileges over a stretch of four 
weeks. 

Woven into the saga retailing 
how that iron serpent was laid were 
expatiations on the superiority of 
natural gas over the artificial prod- 
uct and the benefit now accruing 
to the consumer in the way of re- 
duced rates. After two weeks of 
daily nurturing of these sidelights 
on a public utility’s beneficence, the 
ad copy shifted to the plugging of 
the company’s heating and cooking 
equipment. 

Of entertainment the gas com- 
pany during its intensive ether 
campaign gave begrudgingly. Oc- 
casionally a studio orchestra, under 
Harry Kogan intruded with a thin 
slice from the classics. That Kogan 
and the boys considered themselves 
mere fillers was strongly reflected 
in their playing. 


STORIES FLOWERS TELL 
Ida Bailey Allen 

Talk, Music 

COMMERCIAL 

WBBM, Chicago 

Not so long ago the queen of ra- 
dio’s household hint sorority, Ida 
Bailey Allen is now pounding a 
mike for a toothpaste maker, Brand 
is Pebeco, a dentrifice made. Mme. 
Allen avers, ‘for thinking people.’ 
Between plugs and a string trio’s 
interludes, the femme spieler pond- 
ers out loud on the messag:s flow- 
ers can carry, retails folk yarns 
associated with certain of the spe- 
cies and discourses on how the 
housewife can tastefully dress her 
table with flowers. 

Program is clocked for morning 
release. Its general mid-Victorian 
flavor obviously circumscribes the 
class to whom it will appeal. As 
least, it can be certain of drawing 
members of garden clubs. Returns 
on the sample give-away angle 
hooked up with the program will 
tell soon enough. 


HUGH R. FRASER 
Talk 
WGY, Schenectady 

Artists, chain executives, who've 
been praised or panned by trench- 
ant-penned Fraser may like to 
know what sort of broadcaster he 
is. Caught in one of rare, perhaps 
first ‘solo’ appearance, critic did not 
impress as first class speaker. A 
courageous writer, has equal cour- 
age in facing mike; few in his posi- 
tion and with an apparent speech 
impediment, would ‘go on.’ 

Difficulty in articulation very 
noticeable in first part, tribute to 
Sanford White, on anniversary of 
architect’s birth. After he warmed 
up, words flowed more freely, al- 
thorgh blocked at times. 

Talk nicely phrased, delivered 
with sincerity and evidence of ap- 
preciation for artistic. Too oratori- 
cal tone too loud toward finish. In- 
troduced as eminent critic of Al- 
bany ‘Evening News.’ Contributor 
also to other publications, Jaco. 


FRED FORREST 
Talk 


a 
COMMERCIAL 
KECA, L. A. 


Los Angeles has a flock of tricky 
radio sessions but Forrest's is about 
the trickiest. President of the For- 
rest Stove Works, he is doing his 
own broadcasting on behalf of his 
pie burners. 

Talk consists of backwoods chat- 
ter. Forrest is from Iowa and con- 
ducts his weekly half-hour in a 
cracker barrel manner. Material 
is chiefly about his boyhood days 
and the happenings in a small town. 
His father was an undertaker and 
the shop talk of that profession is 
brought in often. But Forrest has 
the knack of making everyday hap- 
penings in & village sound impor- 
tant, something that countless pro- 
fessional radio entertainers fail to 
do. 

Since he started broadcasting six 
months ago Forrest’s fan mail has 
jumped to where it is taking up 
more of his time than his stove 
business, which is the largest in the 
west. 

Mention of his stove factory is 
confined to an occasional story that 
*happened in my store the other 
day.’ Only mention of the Forrest 
Stove Works is in identifying the 
program. 

As an entertainer Forrest could 
handle any commercial program 
with the same line of chatter. 
Call. 


YOUNG MOTHERS CLUB 

Dr. Joseph Colvin 

‘The Crying Instinct’ 
COMMERCIAL 

WJJD, Chicago 

Paid for by Gerber’s Strained 
Vegetables, the Chicago Pediatric 
Society permits one of its members 
to lecture to the young mothers of 
the midwest on various child prob- 
lems. Dr. Colvin’s 15 minutes are 
interesting enough for a layman, 
and no doubt of more than pass- 
ing interest to the modern ma who 
raises her offspring by somewhat 
scientific methods. 

Discussion of the crying instinct 
in children 4vas not too technical, 
and combined sound advice to 
mothers in understanding their 
wailing kids. Dr. Calvin was scien- 
tific enough not to make any un- 
qualified flat statement, yet was 
able to give the women professional 
and valuable ideas. 

Appealing to a minor portion of 
the population, this program is in- 
telligent and _ enlightening and 
wholly suitable. 


LADY NEXT DOOR 

Juvenile Serial Story 

Sustaining 

WENR, Chicago 

This NBC presentation, aimed at 
the kids, has presumably got by for 
a long time without anyone being 
the wiser. It’s about time somebody 
did get wise. That NBC has been 
unable to discover a commercial 
sponsor for this daily half hour of 
inane, irrelevant and immaterial 
pattern is not surprising. 

Any program so utterly devoid of 
continuity and which taxes even 
childish credulity certainly has no 
place. 

Tuning in for the first time leaves 
the listener asonishingly blank of 
who, what, why, and when. Identity 
of the Lady Next Door is at no time 
ascertained, and why she is discov- 
ered lost on a fantastic island along 
with a couple of kids is also not 
clearly established. That the whole 
thing is make believe is naturally 
taken for granted, but the continu- 
ity is awful. ; 

If this is an example of juvenile 
radio entertainment, Texas Guinan 
is an evangelist. Span. 


LITTLE BO PEEP CLEANSER 
Male Duet 

COMMERCIAL 

WTMJ, Milwaukee 

This duo wasn’t deemed import- 
ant enough by the advertiser to 
even mention their names; adver- 
tiser was probably jealous of the 
few seconds that such announce- 
ment would remove from the sales 
harangue. 

This is the way the program 
ambled: A song and a long spiel. 
then another skort pop tune. Of 
the 15 minutes, easily 50% was de- 
voted to the inordinate raves on the 
quality of the cleanser. And a Bo- 
Peep theme song at the beginning 
and close. 

As for the vocalizing, it got by 
without friction; though the tunes 
and the workmanship are easily 
forgotten, 





JOHN and NED 
Harmony 
Sustaining 
KPO, San Francisco 

A sustainer of merit by John 
Wolfe and Ned Tollinger, typical 
harmony team who stud their vocal 
routine with chatter. Do a brace of 
tunes, including several ballads and 
a couple of fast pop tunes, working 
several comic versions of one. 
Near conclusion of program they in- 
troduce a character, ‘Mary Smith,’ 
one of the pair doing it in falsetto. 

Chatter okay with several good 
laughs. Provide their own guitar 
accompaniment and stage a twpe of 
entertainment appealing to the 
kind of listeners who write fan 
letters. 

Cecil Underwood announcing. 

Bock. 





BOSTON STORE 
Sales Talk 
COMMERCIAL 
WTMJ, Milwaukee 


How women can stand this con- 
stant bombardment of spiel and 
spiel is a wonder. Here’s another 
15-minute program which devotes 
approximately 90% of the available 
time to the exhortation on the bar- 
gains at this town’s department 
store, 

Only entertainment is a song, on 
a phonograph record at the opening 
and close, and a short skit in the 
center of the program. But wait, 
of that skit more than half is talk 
on those marvelous bargains. Other 
half attempts to tell a story of Jim 
and Jean and their daughter. 

For instance, Jim and Jean greet 
each other so sweetly at breakfast, 
and Jean says she’s going down to 
the Boston Store to buy him a pair 
of gloves, but Jim says: ‘What! 
Only one pair? Why, I need a pair 
for driving, for street wear and for 
the evening. To which the frau 
adds: ‘Why, the child needs a few 
pair, and I need a couple myself.’ 
And when the kid comes in she re- 
minds her ma not to forget to buy 
this and that and this and that, and 
at such bargains, repeated and re- 
peated. 

Finally, when the program draws 
to a close the announcer bustles 
over the mike and reports that he's 
sorry that there isn’t enough time 
for the usual reading of the Boston 
Store’s ads out of the ‘Journal.’ 
‘But then,’ he adds, ‘you can read 
them yourselvs.’ 

As for the story, it’s a weak and 
hopeless piece that attempts to 
make something out of itself in the 
minute or so allowed. The charac- 
ters are hopelessly unreal, 


RUMFORD BAKING POWDER 
Mrs. A. M. Goudiss 
Recipe Chatter 
Radio Disc 
COMMERCIAL 
WTMJ, Milwaukee 

Mrs. Goudiss spent the greater 
portion of a 15-minute platter tell- 
ing the wives her thoughts on ‘Hot 
Muffins for Chilly Mornings.’ Mrs. 
Goudiss takes shape as a kitchen 
philosopher. But she didn’t quibble. 
She faced facts boldly. Bluntly she 
told the women that ‘most men like 
a good breakfast.’ And added glo- 
riously, ‘and I believe that they 


much gabble, went into her de- 
tailed recipe for muffins: one cup 
of flour, etc. 

There is much waste motion and 
talk in this disc. In the entire ses- 
sion there was only one thing of 
importance: the recipe. All else was 
sheer and meaningless nonsense. 
Most of this waste motion was con- 
sumed by Mrs. Goudiss’ tale of how 
she saved a newlywed wife from 
feeding toast to her husband each 
morning. With much detail Mrs. 
Goudiss related how she didn’t want 
to impose on her neighbor, but 
wanting to see her, she invented 
an excuse, and tucking her fav 
recipe in her pocket, ambled across 
the way. Then how she found the 
poor little wifey a-weeping, and 
wifey’s sad story. And how Mrs. 
Goudiss said ‘never mind,’ and pro- 
ceeded to save things with her 
grand recipe for ‘hot, fluffy muf- 
fins.’ 


OUR CITY 

Mrs. Glenn E. Plumm 
Talk 

Sustaining 

WENR, Chicago 

Through this daily talkfest NBC 
pays off a major part of its obliga- 
tions under the radio act’s ‘public 
interest, necessity and convenience’ 
clause. It’s a direct hookup with 
the city administration, but totally 
devoid of any political flavor. 
Mayor Cermak inaugurated the 
seri.s and then left it to the city 
librarian to pick the speakers from 
among the office-holders and de- 
partment heads to fill the 15-minute 
ether gaps. 

Program is now rated as the ace 
of the educational series spraying 
the local ether. Subjects and their 
mode of delivery are rarely dry, but 
rather almost in variably filled with 
instructive meat. Speakers strive 
to be enlightening and make no ef- 
forts to puff the administration's 
achievement in the process. 

Speaker last caught (10) was 
Mrs. Glenn E. Plumm, member of 
the Cook County Board of Commis- 
sioners, who outlined the functions 
of her office and gave an interesting 
exposition of the city’s various 
charitable institutions, frequentiy 
peppered with human interest side- 
lights. 


ANDY PASSMORE 
Sport Talk 
COMMERCIAL 
CKGW, Toronto 
Ex-reporter, who had all Ontario 
looking for him as Mr. Beechnut in 
a mystery gum hunt, crashes in 
here with a neat line of sports 
chatter. Gets a break through fol- 
lowing Amos 'n’ Andy on their only 
Canadian station each Tuesday. 
Passmore has a good voice and 
experience enables him to. spot 
enough interesting stuff in the week 
to pace his 15-minute spiel in high. 
So far has beat the dailies to three 
important scoops and looks set for 
more. Routine announcements and 
no music, but program strong on 
male draw. Sinclair, 





should have it.’ And, finally, after 


ROGER SWEET 
sone? br ige™ ge 
WGY, Schenectady 

Roger Sweet is on a 15-minute 
afternoon recital once weekly. 
Robust tenor, the best of kind, for 
local vocalist, over air, Voice, 


trained, one with power. Tone, in 
lower register, bit throaty at times, 
but sweet, mellow and clear on 
higher notes. Diction excellent, 
radio technique good, except for in- 
frequent ‘blasting.’ 

Sings ballads splendidly and does 
well with occasional heavier num- 
ber. Selections short, snappy. 


On afternoon program, has sym- 
pathetic accompaniment by piano. 
Voice well suited to orchestral sup- 
port, too. 


Sweet also on occasional evening 
commercial, Jaco. 


FLEXIES PIXIES 
Patter 
COMMERCIAL 
WGN, Chicago 

Probably the _ shortest regular 
commercial period on the air. Only 
five minutes and enough crammed 
into that time. Rather odd title, 
too. Flexies happens to be the name 
of a shoe manufactured by the 
Simplex Shoe Company of Milwau- 
kee, while Pixies appears to be an- 
other name for dwarfs, fairies or 
other woodland goblins. 

It’s juve’ stuff. strictly.- An- 
nouncer does the talking in mono- 
log fashion. Organ music in the 
background and sound accompani- 
ment like knocks, buzzes, etc. Con- 
sidering its brevity, program is oke. 

Span. 


‘FOOT NOTES’ 

With Casey Jones and Jackie Clarke 
Songs, Talk, Orchestra 
COMMERCIAL 

WABC, New York 


Not much to this 15-minute 
period except for those interested in 
aviation news—Casey Jones’ briefs 
regarding aviation. Jones is a vet 
pilot of some rep. Does about three 
minutes, each week telling of some- 
thing new which concerns aviation. 


Otherwise this broadcast is based 
on the usual orchestra-song form- 
ula. Larry Murphy, tenor, does the 
warbling and pleasantly. Last 
week’s program was devoted to the 
Red Cross drive. 


Jackie Clarke is a tap dancer who 
also conducts a dancing school. 
These programs are by a shoe com- 
pany. Clarke introduces and fin- 
ishes each period with taps, keep- 
ing in rhythm to the orchestra. 


Nothing that warrants undue at- 
tention here, 





RUTH CLEM 
Organist 
COMMERCIAL 
KRLD, Dallas 


Until recently local advertisers 
idea of breakfast programs was a 
crooner, wisecracks and plenty of 


hot tunes. Including the limb 
stretchers. But nix on the heavier 
stuff. 


This femme showing ’em how to 
sell breakfast food with ‘Roses of 
Picardy.’ Once second string con- 
solist in days of silents, and same 
style seems to click with listeners, 
Wide range of tunes enables her to 
handle most requests. 

The breakfast food made agree. 
able by studio’s character artist, 
Steamboat Bill, with basso voice 
that makes a fog horn sound like 
a tin whistle. The old tar conducts 
some sorta contest for kids, where. 
by kids get toy ships for prizes. 

Rudy. 


JAMES ASHLEY 
Piano and Chatter 
COMMERCIAL 
WBBM, Chicago 

Ashley styles himself the Happy 
Home Reporter and the sponsor is 
Harris Bros., furniture company. 
Naturally the plug comes first, but 
in between there is some good 
ivory tickling. Patter is mostly 
commercial, 

Although identified as a pianist 
of pop order, Ashley chimes in with 
some vocalizing, which he may as 
well eliminate. Doing one thing 
well should be enough and satis- 
factory. 

If Ashley is seeking to concen- 
trate on something besides his 
piano playing, why not a little 
lighter talking routine even if in 
form of advertising? Ashley ap- 
pears to have a dry, glib delivery 
and a few well-placed gags might 
be just the thing. Span. 


EDWARD KOCH and FLORENCE 

KELLY 
Flute and Piano 
Sustaining 
WTMJ, Milwaukee 

Probably just a morning filler for 
the station, to be spotted on a 15- 
minute blank spot, but it’s a wel- 
come oasis in the morning’s mad 
prolongation of sales palaver. 

Its quietness and grace and in- 
telligent aspect must be rather 
frightening to the housewives after 
sessions of hoarse-voiced announc- 
ers breathlessly recounting the 
bargains of the day. Stuff such as 
‘Bolero’ and ‘Valze Classique’ 
seemed almost out of place in the 
surrounding commercialism. 

It’s a neat 15 minutes, in spite of 
the difficulty of getting anything 
musically solid out of a flute solo. 


—— 





— 


Inside Stuff—Legit 





(Continued from page 56) 


score. 
weeks’ salary, a matter of $14,900. 


The manager dismissed the players engaged and paid them two 


Harris explained that was less costly than going ahead on a show not 


ready. 
they would be re-engaged. 


He told the company if they were available about New Year's 


‘Of Thee I Sing’, Harris’ first musical this season, is now in rehearsal 





Newcomer in legit producing ranks, who expects to get started on his 
own this season, instead of backing 2s he has previously done, doesn’t 


seem to be able to take it. 
the sticks. 


He recently backed a stock company out in 
Troupe blew after two weeks, with bills and salaries strewn 


around. Now he says he sold his interest before it opened, although he 
was in the town when the first curtain rose. 

Something similar comes from him in connection with a show angeled 
last season that quit in three weeks. Friend says he did finance the 
bloomer; he says he only arranged for that item. 





To get Olga Baclanova for the picture, ‘Freaks’. 
off a contract which the actress held with 


producers. 


Metro had to buy 


Belasco & Curran, legit 


Miss Baclanova, after appearing in ‘Silent Witness’ at the Belasco, Los 


Angeles, was to go with the company to San Francisco. 


Helene Millard 


takes the role for the ’Frisco date so Miss Baclanova can go into the 


picture. 
the Belasco for ‘Grand Hotel’. 


After the Metro film comeback engagement, actress returns to 





The Fritz Leiber Shakespearean troupe hung up something of a record 
last night (Monday) when they arrived in New York from Milwaukee at 
6 p. m. and opened at 8:30. This is the company being personally. fine 
anced by Harley Clarke, president of Fox Films, with William Favere 
sham and Helen Menken among the cast. 

Repertoire players have been out on the road, but arrived on Broade 
way, at the Royale, far ahead of schedule due to weak business and thé 


closing of legit houses out of town, 





The death of Robert Williams from a burst appendix on the coast 
came when the well liked juvenile was on the upgrade in pictures. 
He was under contract to A. H. Woods for three years at $350 


weekly. 


It looked certain that Williams would have commanded big 


money in Hollywood. Woods who has groomed any number of players 
for pictures had no intention of holding Williams to the contract, though 
likely would have participated to some extent. 





Milton Raison, former p. a., has a piece of James Elliott's production 
of ‘Hot Money.’ Comes through Raison originally buying the show from 


Aben Kandel, the author. 
went to Elliott. 


Later it’s said Raison couldn't promote and 


Another play cut in said to be with Frank Craven collecting from 


Myron Fagan’s ‘Peter Flies High,’ through rewriting it while the P! 


was trying out. 





When 





‘Eldorado’ was tried out in New Haven recently 
shelved for script fixing. George S. 
me up a good second act typewriter.’ 


ece 

and later 

o ‘ rani: ‘Send 
Kaufman wired New York: ‘5¢" 


Kaufman collaborated with Laurence Stallings in writing the play 
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Seniieeal of Radio Chatterer from 
‘Journal’ Brings In NBC and Others 


Slicing threats is mild compared 
to some of the stuff currently being 
done by the 29 or 30-odd boy and 
girl radio chatterers for dailies and 
news sygdicates. For radio it’s 
similar td the Hollywood studios’ 
film chatter problem, only tougher. 

The eastern air news sniffers are 
almost entirely confined in their 
operations to two sources, NBC and 
CBS. Little to interest them in the 
ether news line is ever stirring out- 
side the two networks. Info ema- 
nating from all but a few of the 
indie stations isn’t considered im- 
portant. 

Latest serious result, and blamed 
directly on the news competish by 
NEC’s publicity department, was 
the firing last week of Mike Porter, 
radio columnist for Hearst’s New 
York ‘Evening Journal.’ Porter, 
covered radio under the name of 
*Aircaster,’ was instantly dismissed 
after writing a general blast against 
NBC. The dismissal order came 
from the ‘Journal's’ managing edi- 
tor, Bill Curley, who was vacation- 
ing on Hearst’s ranch in Califor- 
niat at the time. 

In his column Thursday (12) Por- 
ter panned NBC and everything 
connected with it, going down the 
line from executives through the 
press department to the artists’ bu- 
reau, mentioning names all the way. 
It was jerked from the ‘Journal’ 
after two editions and Porter got 
air the same evening. 

NBC's Position 

NBC denied having anything to 
do with Porter’s loss of his job. In 
general comment following Porter’s 
dismissal, a parallel was drawn be- 
tween NBC and the Shuberts, the 
latter notorious in the legit busi- 
ness for attempting to dictate to 
newspapers. In the same comment 
G. W. (Johnny) Johnstone, NBC’s 
publicity head, was accused of ‘do- 
ing a Greneker.’ In a reported qat- 
tempt to spike this talk, NBC was 
understood to have wired a request 
to Hearst the following day to re- 
store Porter to his job. 

NBC’s version of developments 


(Continued on page 60) 





Radio Gradualiy Losing 
High % Time Brokers 


Time brokers, who have been part 
of radio industry ever since it went 
commercial, are swiftly passing out. 

Reason for their downfall is the 
refusal of clients to deal through 
them. 

When a time broker takes over the 
spotting of a broadcast, it means a 
30% kickback from the station on 
the client’s radio budget. The ad- 
vertising agency gets 15% and the 
time broker another 15%. This has 
forced stations to increase their 
rates for all disc broadcasts which 
are handled through time brokers. 
WOR, New York, is reported to 
charge 7%% over its listed time 
rate, 

Majority of the stations add about 
10%. WBBM, Chicago, is said to 
charge almost twice as much for 
disc broadcasts placed through 
time brokers. 





Smiths Coughing for CBS 
Chieago, Nov. 16. 


Smith Brothers cough drops are 
slated to switch networks the latter 
part of the current month. Offered 
a more extensive hookup by Colum- 
bia, Trade and Mark move over 
from NEC Nov. 28. Program’s rou- 
tine stays unchanged. 

Vitality Shoe last week gave Co- 
lumbia an okay for another 16 
weeks after the expiration of the 
Current contact Dec. 2. Weekly 
show will stick to the stage name 
Policy. 





Al and Pete on WLS 


Chicago, Nov. 16. 

Al and Pete move over to WLS 
today (16) for a series of afternoon 
programs to be listed as the ‘Nut- 
cracker Revue.’ Taking 15 minutes 
every week-day for the comedy and 
songs, 

Sustaining until a likely commer- 
cial happens along. 





WJR Adds Power 
Detroit, Nov. 16. 


WIR, local station, has received 
permission from Washington to in- 
crease its power to 10,000 watts. 








Abroad for Bands? 


Through the low wave, the Lucky 
Strike Hour is expectant of switch- 
ing in the Jack Hylton orchestra 
from London onto its national 
broadcasting over here, 

At present on alternate nights, 
the Lucky radioing with Walter 
Winchell, takes in a band from New 
York, Chicago or Los Angeles. 

Going abroad may not be limited 
to Hylton or London. 


Acts Denied 
Stage Dates 
Air Mention 


Chicago, Nov. 16. 

National Broadcasting has put a 
crimp in the income derived from 
personal appearances by perform- 
ers working on its own stations. 
Hereafter ether announcements of 
such scheduled dates are taboo. 
That is, of course, unless the ap- 
pearances are under the. direction 
of the NBC Artists Service. 

Entertainers are burning over 
the ban, claiming that without some 
mike ballyhoo available to them 
they might as well cut out stage 
appearances, and that applies es- 
pecially to the small towns. In the 
latter spots, they say, the draw is 
principally. from dial addicts who 
are not steady theatregoers and 
who rarely read the theatre ads or 
pay any attention to billing in front 
of local picture houses. 

Hit hardest by this network 
policy are staff performers on 
WMAQ recently taken over by NBC. 
Station under the previous engage- 
ment had encouraged the  per- 
sonal appearance angle, without 
asking for a kickback for itself. It 
had always been okay for enter- 
tainers to have the announcer make 
mention of imminent theatre book- 
ings in the vicinity before or after 
the act’s program, 

These acts aver it’s been their 
experience that a bit of advance 
ballyhoo over the air was all that 
was necessary in the way of pub- 
licity to make such small town ap- 
pearances a success. Without it, 
the one-night or week-end stands 
have proved invariably flops, they 
say. 


Explorer Carveth Wells’ 
Oil Program at NBC 


Chicago, Nov. 16. 

Three new network merchan- 
disers joined the NBC camp last 
week. It’s a mixup of condensed 
milk, oil and paint. Eventual in- 
come from time and talent will total 
around $450,000. 

Biggest spender of the trio is Car- 
nation Milk. Jan. 4 it will start 
bankrolling a weekly half-hour mu- 
sical program with a studio 40-piece 
orchestra under Morgan Eastman, 
the Fireside Singers and Jean Arn- 
old doing a Tony Wons. Contract 
stipulates a minimum of 13 weeks 
for this one. 

Continental Oil has picked Car- 
veth Wells, explorer, for 13 travel 
spiels over the western end of the 
NBC network, starting Dec. 6. Com- 
mercial hithertofore confined its 
ether ballyhoo to disc recordings. 

Detroit White Lead Works, af- 
filiated with the Allied Paint Group, 
takes to the same chain on its own 
Nov. 23. Commercial will use a mu- 
sical show to help spread the mes- 
sage about its Rogers Brothers Lac- 
quer. Program is down for weekly 
morning release over the blue net- 
work for 13 weeks. 


Dr. Brinkley’s License 


Dallas, Nov. 16. 
Whether local suit to revoke state 
license of Dr. John Brinkley, filed 
by Texas med board, will be trans- 
ferred to Del Rio, Brinkley’s head- 
quarters for XER, pending asst. 
dist. attorney’s trip to border spot. 
Hearing on radio specialist’s mo- 
tiog postponed here last week until 
the da. a. gets back with a deposition 
from the doc. 




















The V. P. Lullaby 





One of the NBC employees 
can’t sleep at night and is a 
vegetarian. But he’s settled 
his problem. 

To fall asleep he counts his 
V.D.’s. 


DISC INTERESTS ONLY 
IN BRUNSWICK SALE 


Brunswick recording interests 
only figure in the Warner sale tuo 
American Record Company, sub- 
sidiary of Consolidated Laboratories. 
According to the office of Herman 
Starr, WB vice-president in charge 
| of Brunswick, Warners will con- 
|tiue the manufacture of radio sets. 
Chief advantage to Consolidated 
| in the deal is that it will have the 
right to use the name Brunswick in 
its record manufacture. 




















Seth Parker in Person 
Pretty Chilly in Denver 


Nov. 16. 

Denver is maintaining its reputa- 
tion for having the coldest audi- 
ences. 

At the appearance of Seth Parker 
and his neighbors it was announced 
before the curtain went up that 
whenever Seth said ‘Everybody 
join in,’ that it meant for the audi- 
ence to chime in. No one accepted 
the invitation at either the matinee 
or night performance. 

Perhaps it was because the audi- 
ence was so stunned when it rea- 
lized they were paying to hear 
something that had been heard over 
the radio free. The ‘continuity’ was 
old stuff, and the cash customers 
did not fall for it. All expected the 
same old hymns, but the plot should 
have been new. The good deed col- 
lection with Cephus putting in the 
two broody hens, the cake incident, 
the anniversary and other parts 
were old stuff and everyone knew 
just what was coming next. 

Average age here perhaps 50 years, 
with many 65 to 70. Sunday school 
classes came in a body, wheel 
chairs were there, as were crutches 
and canes. It was a typical Sun- 
day night stay-at-home crowd. 

Carlton Bowman and Norman 
Price, Denver men in the company, 
added to the local interest. Cephus 
received most of the applause. 

The audience would either be an 
entirely new one or would be pain- 
fully small if Denver is included in 
their next tour. 


Denver, 





EX-M. C’S AIR TURN 


San Francisco, Nov. 16. 
Zizz Black and Mort Harris are 
set for four weeks with NBC, ina 
series of half hours programs. 
Both are former m. c.’s, 





NBC Script Troupe’s Dates 
San Francisco, Nov. 16. 
Opening date for NBC’s ‘Spot- 
light’ Revue personal appearances 
in script shows set for Nov. 20 at 
the muny auditorium, Sacramento. 
Stockton auditorium will play the 
group Novy. 27. 
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Advertising Agencies Propose 
To Cut Out Some Commish and 
Actors Salaries Inflated from It 





a 


Fliv’s Score as Pops 





songs of the score from 
Peter Arno’s ‘Here Goes the 
Bride,’ which folded one week after 
opening, will be issued by the pub- 
lishers, Famous Music, at pop 
prices. 

All the writers agreed to 


Four 


take a 


|cut in royalty so that the price of 


the sheet music could be lowered. 


WHAT'S MEXICO 
GOT FOR BIG 
RADIOING? 


Dallas, Nov. i6. 
With the liquor and gambling 
racket on the bum across the Rio 


Grande, mebbe it’s radio for anxious 
American dollars. 

Earlier this year, Will Horwitz, 
Houston exhib, bought XED, then 
leading Mexican station, with wave 
length sufficient for the U. S. Only 
short time later, Dr. John Brinkley, 
the Kansas ballyhooist, did him 
one better with XER (Villa Acuna), 
rating as one of strongest broad- 
casters in America. 

Now couple of San Antonio cap- 








italists disclose intentions of a 
100,000 watt station at Piedras 
Negras, across the creek from 


Eagle Pass, Tex. Plans indorsed by 
the c. of c.’s of Eagle Pass and the 
Mex town. 

If and when completed, new sta- 
tion will be the world’s ace, it is 
claimed. 

Whether it’s Mexico’s more liberal 
attitude toward ether industry or 
other prospects that draw American 
investors is point to figure. Cinch 
it’s not advertising. And those 
spending the money not classed as 
chumps either. 





Refuse Senator’s Sec 


License in California 
Hollywood, Nov. 16. 


Application of May Ronsaville to 
take over the old transmitter and 
towers of KMTR on top of the 
Hollywood Storage Bldg. has been 
returned by the Federal Radio Com- 
mission on the grounds that it did 
not comply with requirements and 
also that she sought to use an un- 
satisfactory transmitter. 

Miss Ronsaville is private secre- 
tary to Senator Samuel Shortridge 
of California, but denies that her 
boss has anything to do with her 
desire to own a radio station. 





Networks Frowning Upon ‘Guests 
By Air Columnists for Advertisers 





Demand for columnists to m. ¢. 
commercial broadcasts and supply 
name guest stars gratis has reached 
the stage where the commercials 


are almost out of available column- 
ists. 

Latest commercial to put in a re- 
quest for a newspaper columnist to 
take over its broadcasts is Saks 
Furniture Co. Latter wants a w. k. 
columnist to m. c. its programs and 
each week bring along names gratis. 
Saks wants the columnist to devote 
his column to the guest star the day 
before the broadcast and guarantees 
that it will each Sunday take spot- 
light advertising in all the dailies 
for the artist, selected by the col- 
umnist. As yet it has been unsuc- 
cessful in its quest. 

This angle of relying upon the 
personal friendship between the col- 
umnist and artists for radio broad- 
casts is getting the commercials 
| using columnists a wealth of vari- 
ous name acts weekly without cost, 





except that of the columnist’s salary. 
Advertisers have recognized the 


cheapness of running a series of 
broadcasts on this basis. Networks, 


both NBC and CBS, are discourag- 
ing this, although not publicly, on 
the theory that if the artist offers 
his services for nothing, other ad- 
vertisers will be unwilling to pay 
for his use. 

Outstanding columnists of New 
York city currently on the air with 
commercials are Walter Winchell, 
who supplies guest artist for La 


Gerardine, CBS, but not for his 
Lucky Strike broadcasts; Nick 
Kenny and Louis Sobol. SS. Jay 


Kaufman, former newspaperman, is 
m, c.’ing a commercial on the same 
basis also. Jerry Wald, ‘Graphic’ 
columnist, is said to be preparing 
for his debut on a commercial. 
Jack Forster, ‘Telegram’ column- 
ist, has had offers to take over com- 
mercials but forced to turn them 





down as the paper wouldn't permit 
’ jt. 











Advertising agencies controlling 
the majority of principal radio ac- 
eounts have started an organized 
attempt through their association, 
the Four A’s, to reduce and limit the 
current radio practice of inflating 
artists’ salaries with heavy commis- 
sions. The motive is to take some 
of the unnecessary padding out of 
program expenses for the adver- 
tisers’ protection. 

The Four A’s embraces all the 
major advertising agencies except- 
ing N. W. Ayer & Co. Its members 
are in accord in the belief that the 
current four-way commission is 
radio’s biggest evil. Charles Gan- 
non of Erwin-Wasey is chairman of 
the committee appointed to investi- 
gate and find a remedy. 

Among several ideas under dis- 
cussion, a central bureau for cast- 


ing information, not booking, ap- 
pears most favored at the present 
time. Most of the other plans sub- 


mitted endorse a general booking 
office to be jointly operated by the 
ad agencies for their clients. A cen- 
tral booking bureau, the agencies 
are reported to figure, would only 
involve more expense and necessi- 
tate another commission deduction, 
with commish likely to be regarded 
as the easiest method for mainte- 
nance, 
Info Wanted 


What the agencies and their ad- 
vertising accounts want to know 
chiefly is where do the salaries go? 
They want to know exactly how 
much of the entertainment budget 
goes to the artists, how much else- 
where, and to whom? They believe 
individuality among artists prohib- 
its general standardization of sal- 
aries, but think undue inflation can 
be eliminated by standardizing 
commissions and. controlling com- 
mish insofar as seeing that it 
doesn’t land where it isn’t deserved. 

A point not yet cleared up is just 
how many people are entitled to 
share in a radio artist’s salary. In 


(Continued on page 60) 





Savino Complains to Union 
About CBS Cancelation 


Domenico Savino, of CBS, re- 
puted to be the highest paid radio 
staff conductor, has charged CBS 
with breach of contract and the 
American Federation of Musicians. 
Union has notified CBS of the 
charges and network reps will be 
called to a hearing shortly. 

Savino was placed under a one- 
year contract by CBS on Feb. 1, 
1930, which beside making him a 
staff conductor, put him in charge 
of all the network's orchestras. 
Contract guaranteed Savino at least 
$26,000 a year for only sustaining 





broadcasts, without commercials. 
He was, according to contract, to 
share in each commercial he 
handled. 


Conductor charges that his con- 
tract, which expired in February, 
1931, called for 30 days’ notice. 
Prior to the expiration date of his 
contract, CBS asked him to take 
over the A. T. & T. broadcasts, for 
which he was guaranteed $44,200 
per year, including sustaining work. 
Savino claims that at that time he 
was offered other arrangements 
elsewhere, but when the A, T. & T. 
proposition came up, decided to 
stay with CBS. When he signed to 
take over the A. T. & T. broadcasts, 
claims Savino, CBS renewed its 
contract under his A, T. & T. agree- 
ment. 

In October CPS notified Savino 
that he would not continue, the con- 
ductor alleges. He filed charges 
with the union before taking legal 
action through Abeles & Green. 


Columbo for Gargle 


Russ Columbo goes commercial 
shortly under a 13-week Listerine 
contract. It will be the NBC bari- 
tone’s first run commercial since he 
hit the air. 

Listerine has contracted with 
NBC for 52 weeks, six times a week, 
for 15-minute periods. Columbo has 
been placed under contract by the 
commercial for the first 13 weeks, 
with Listerine holding options on 
the singer for the next 13. 

Listerine when last on NBC used 
Bobby Jones. 
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Radio's Lone Advantage for Music 
Is Quick Decision Over New Songs 








Chicago, Nov. 16, 

Radio with its quick public re- 
actions has enabled the music pub- 
lishing business to establish a new 
technique of operation, the essence 
of which is economy. With no ex- 
pense beyond a lead sheet, numbers 
can now be tested through radio 


plugs and their probable value ac- 
curately determined. If it’s a turk 
no further expense is involved. 

In the old days of slow responses 
the publisher might be cherishing a 
foolish hope for three or four months 
before informed. Now it’s possible 
to foretell almost immediately if a 
number is worth bothering over. 

Anywhere from $5,000 to $20,000 
was invested in the old pre-radio 
days before a song started to bring 
in revenue. That money was a 
gamble on the judgment of the pub- 
lisher, with the public confirming 
or rejecting his choice after print- 
ing bills for vocals in seven keys, 
slides, dance, novelty, and profes- 
sionally copies, all given away grat- 
is, had eaten up a small fortune. 

That made for an unhealthy con- 
dition in another way. So much 
sunken capital had to be gotten 
back. Striving to break even, pub- 
lishers used artificial stimulation to 
unload a number that the public 
really didn’t want. 

48 Hours Enough 


Today most songs are not actually 
published until well on their way to 
popularity. In Chicago, for example, 
a plug from Whiteman, Weems, 
Wayne King, Bernie of a couple of 
others can show results within 48 
hours. Thus radio, although it has 
complicated music publishing in 
several other directions, has simpli- 
fied the approach to the potential 
buyer. 

Vaudeville actors, once so cordial- 
ly welcomed to the publisher’s in- 
ner sanctum, are now of little value. 
Free copies have been discontinued. 
Most publishers take the attitude 
the average person calling on them 
at the office is a petty grafter and 
this is one reason for favoring the 
in-the-hat roving represenative who 
has no office. 

That’s another item of economy 
in the reorganized publishing busi- 
ness. Only Chicago and New York 
now rate offices. Other towns are 
served by traveling reps who use 
their home or a hotel as a mailing 
point. They cover many towns, gen- 
erally by automobile, arranging 
plugs with local favorites or indie 
radio stations, contacting jobbers 
and oiling the grooves in other 
ways. 

Disc For Try-Out 


Introducing an unpublished num- 
ber through the medium of a spec- 
ial phonograph record was tried re- 
cently. Gus Arnheim’s advance re- 
cording of ‘Sweet and Lovely’ was 
sent to 100 of the leading radio 
bandsmen., It was marked as com- 
ing from Arnheim, not the publish- 
er. Curiosity of the radio bandsmen 
Was aroused and secondly the Arn- 
heim interpretation revealed the 
number better than any lead sheet 
could. 

Economy in operation became im- 
perative when sales averages fell 
off. Radio is blamed for that. Cata- 
logs also expanded so that instead 
of three or four numbers at one 
time the average publisher now has 
upwards to 12 songs going at the 
same time. And needing a new set 
of hits every two months. 

Increased initiative for the man- 
agers outside New York is another 
result of the economical operation. 
Dick Arnold in San Francisco and 
Willie Horowitz in Chicago have 
been ‘trying on the dog’ tunes which 

they personally had confidence in, 

but which had not been accepted by 
their home office. No cash outlay in 
either the case of ‘Sorry Dear’ or 

‘Old Playmate’ was involved until 

both were demonstrably popular. 





Carroll Club with Girls 
Doubling Open Xmas 


Earl Carroll will start work on 
his night club underneath the Earl 
Carroll theatre, New York, this 
week and figures to open Dec. 26. 
Carroll intends putting on. two 
shows nightly at the club, before 
and after the ‘Vanities’ performance 
upstairs, 

Some of the girls in the ‘Vanities’ 
chorus will double into the club. 


‘ Floor principals will probably come 


from outside. 


Six Best Sheets 





Six best sellers in sheet mu- 
sic for October were: 

‘Good Night Sweetheart’ 
(Robbins). 

‘1 Don’t Know Why’ (Feist) 

‘Guilty’ (Feist). 

“ Love Letters in the. Sand’ 
(Berlin). 

‘Sweet and Lovely’ (Robbins). 

“When the Moon Comes Over 
the Mountain’ (Robbins). 











HAVE A ZUG! 


Factory for Ready-Made Witticisms 
Starts in Chi 








Chicago, Nov. 16. 
Albert Zugsmith, Chicago’s most 
aggressive press agent, has reared 
a new industry with the aid of the 
current issue of ‘College Humor,’ a 





pair of scissors and a jar of paste. 
He’s now embarked upon mass pro- 
duction of ready-made witticisms 
for publicity-hungry bandsmen. It 
couldn't happen anywhere but in 
Chicago. 

Zugsmith has capitalized on the 
desperate dependence of most of 
the Chicago columnists on volunteer 
feeders. Chicago isn’t New York. 
Gags are scarce, scandal is not only 
less plentiful but more dangerous 
to print, and orchestra leaders 
qualify easily as celebrities. 
Outgrowth of his personal pion- 
eering is a Zugsmith-founded clear- 
ing house fancily labelled Conti- 
nental Newspaper Syndicate. This 
is wider in scope, plans to extend 
into the sticks through boiler plate 
to make Joe Doakes famous as a 
wit, or nitwit, all the way frqm 
Strawberry Point, Idaho to Tree 
Stump, Missouri. 

Modus operandi is simple. Divide 
a given number of gags among a 
given number of bandsmen. Send 
out the gag with a proper credit 
line for each bandsman, It’s magi- 
cal! 

Unfortunately the supply of good 
gags ran out some months ago. 
Since then Zugsmith has given the 
first syllable of his name as a syno- 
nym for worse-than-English puns. 
A bum gag around Chicago is now 
called a ‘zug.’ 

But it’s still an industry. 


POKER KITTY HELPING 
PITTSBURGH'S SPEAKS 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 16. 
Regular gambling joints tight as 
result of recent administrative scan- 
dals. Local speakeasies going in 


now for card rooms and finding them 
a swell way to beat the depression. 
Biz in the speaks has been plenty 
off of late, but things in the last 
few weeks have begun to pick up. 
Boys have been drifting out after a 
few shots. After 2 a. m., most of 
the joints have been virtually de- 
serted. Not so much now since the 
card rooms. 

Poker games have become 24- 
hour affairs. Kitty plenty fat and 
owner furnishing free drinks to the 
players as long as they’re in the 
game, 











Old and New 


Lowell's All-Americans at Edge- 
wood Gardens, East Greenbush, 
a me 

Ambassador Inn on Albany-Troy 
(N. Y.) Road, reopened. Pryor’s or- 
chestra. 

Hardie’s New Yorkers at Crooked 
Lake Hotel, Crooked Lake, back of 
Troy, N. Y. 








Buffalo’s Floor Show 
Buffalo, Nov. 16. 

The Hollywood, Buffalo's leading 
suburban night club, has Irene Bor- 
doni. 

Others in floor show are John 
and Mary Jennings, Norma Gallo, 
Sam Ash, Doris James, and Rees- 
yardner Orchestra. 








Gene Shaw's orchestra jumps 
from the Cosmopolitan hotel, Den- 
ver, to the El Cortez, San Diego, 
Nov. 28. 





FEB. 1 SET AS DATE FOR 
NEW MUSIC RATES 


American Society has notified all 
radio stations there will be a gen- 
eral adjustment of rates Feb. 1, 
1932. All rates will be generally in- 
creased for the use of the Society's 
music thereafter, but to what ex- 
tent has not yet been determined. 

Method of rate adjustment hasn't 
been fixed yet by the Society. Its 
radio committee is now working on 
it. 


Fatty Owens Gets 2 Yrs. 
For Killing C. Gregory 


xalveston, Nov. 16. 
Theodore ‘Fatty’ Owens, operator 
of Picadilly night club here, sen- 
tenced to two years for the killing 
of Clarence Gregory in a _ street 











battle last March. It was during 
a quarrel over liquor. 
Owens will enter an appeal. 





Ad Agencies 





(Continued from Page 59) 


numerous instances, radio actors are 
paying multiple commissions total- 
ing as high as 35% of their salary. 
Sharing in the income are the act- 
or’s agent, network’s artist oureau, 
frequently the advertising agency, 
and often a network employe who 
contributes ‘personal direction.’ 
Using RKO’'s vaudeville booking 
system as a model, at least one of 
these commission charges can be 
eliminated, with the total cut to at 
least 10%. RKO limits its booking 
office and the agents to 5% each. 
Booking office’s charge is for main- 
tenance, and the agent’s 5% is for 
representation services, both con- 
sidered fair enough by acts and 
others in vaudeville, 

Commish Everywhere 
NBC and CBS’ artist bureaus 
charge acts up to 20% for booking 
and handling them. Besides book- 
ing acts into their own radio out- 
lets, the two networks handle them 
for theatres, concert and club en- 
gagements, with commission taken 
on these placements as well. The 
high commish rate is explained by 
the networks as being necessary for 
services rendered; personal hand- 
ling for artists ranging from book- 
ing to publicity given. That that 
amount is proper or even necessary 
is generally doubted amongst the ad 
agencies. 
The proposed casting information 
bureau, operated with mutual sup- 
port from the Four A members, 
would carry complete data on all 
radio players and their representa- 
tives. Their regular agents or reps 
would be identified, with all engage- 
ments to be negotiated through 
these agents. This would eliminate 
at least one commish source, some- 
times two, with the Four A agencies 
declining to buy the acts through 
anyone but their recognized agents. 
If the agencies’ move against the 
networks’ high commission is suc- 
cessful, this, plus the casting office, 
would bring artists’ salaries closer 
to the figures paid out for them by 
the advertisers. Ad agencies now 
charge in their clients’ behalf that 
when an artist’s salary is shown on 
the advertiser’s book to be $500, he 
actually receives only $250 or $300, 
the rest going to the networks and 
others muscling in. Advertisers 
claim the extra $200 which they 
supply in acts $500 ‘salaries’ isn’t 
used for their benefit. They don’t 
see why it’s necessary to feed sev- 
eral agents in order to get one 
actor. 





Gross to Coast 
Bobbie Gross has replaced Char- 
ley Virian as Coast manager for 
Santly Music. 


Beaten by Talent Overhead, Big Coast 
Stations See Smallies Lap Profits 








Doing Business 
More nite places than has 
been customary the past few 
seasons are now doing a con- 
siderable and _ steady trade. 
These are all of the drop in 
style, taking in the side street 
places that seem to become 
quickly known and popular. 

Older side street establish- 
ments that have erected a sub- 
stantial following have com- 
menced to feel the inroads of 
the newer places that handle 
a faster and more continuous 
turnover. The gross business 
of the more generally known 
side street resorts running to 
$20,000 or more weekly is what 
uses up the average club 
patronage, other than the 
transiently dinner trade that 
frequents its own favorite side 
street restaurant, without be- 
ing regulars anywhere. 

The number of places of the 
flash kind with their drop in 
and out lines is surprising the 
Broadwayite who grew tired 
of the other kind of night 
club that meant a boresome 
evening only. He thought the 
nite life had faded, but the 
later places have revived it. 











BURTNETT TAKES KALEY 








For Return to Biltmore in Los 
Angeles 
Chicago, Nov. 16. 


Earl Burtnett will return to the 
Biltmore, Los Angeles, with several 


novelties for his homecoming. 
Among them is the inclusion of 
Charley Kaley, sheik tenor. 

Kaley headed his own orchestra 
through the winter at the local 
Frolics and has been an m. ec. for 
B&K, besides doing a picture on the 
coast for Metro. 

Lucio Garcia, Cuban _ baritone, 
who made_a hit with Burtnett at 
the Blackhawk cafe will also ac- 
company the band westward. Ar- 
thur Jarrett remains in the east to 
embark on a radio career, individu- 
ally. 

Burtnett plans to actively handle 
the piano for himself allowing 
Kaley to hold the stick. Burtnett 
has been in Chicago since May hav- 
ing been a summer favorite, in 
particular, at the Lincoln Tavern 
roadhouse. 





Program Censored in 
Mid-Broadcast by Phone 


Chicago, Nov. 16. 
For the first time in local studio 


history it was necessary to make a 
change in a script in mid-broad- 
cast. It happened at NBC during 
‘The First Nighter’ sponsored by 
Italian Campagna Cold Cream. 
Agency contact man called up 
frantically while the program was in 
progress having just discovered 
that the words ‘German’ and ‘boche’ 
were in the dialog. These were or- 
dered out and something, anything, 
substituted. 

Clarence LL. Mesner, NBC pro- 
duction exec, having no paper 
handy had to whisper the instruc- 
tions to the actors then before the 
microphone. Mike got his whisper 
and listeners heard: ‘Eliminate any 
reference to German or boche.’ 

No nationality mention is wanted 





in the program. 





Inside Stuff—Radio 





the usual trade manner. 


rarely given consent to release it. 





exaggerated figures. 


A large printing of ‘Carolina Moon’ in sheet music with Morton Dow- 
ney on the frontispiece has been distributed by the publisher for sales in 


Unlikely this has ever previously occurred with such as old timer, 
revived by Downey as his signature number, as ‘Carolina Moon.’ 





Printing Correct Salaries 
Publicity departments of the networks are slowly overcoming the 
aversion of commercials against announcing the salaries of their artists. 
It has always been the toughest job for the press departments to find 
out what commercial artists were being paid. 


If finding out, they were 


Advertisers refused to release on the 
ground that some of their stockholders or directors might complain 
against the salaries they are forced to pay name artists. 

Press departments pointed out to clients that it would be better to 
give out the correct salaries than have the newspapers guess and print 


Los Angeles, Nov. 16. 

Chain broadcasts are proving a 
chain around the neck of local ra« 
dio stations which are outlets of 
the National Broadcasting circuits, 
Checkup of time sold recently by 
the Los Angeles stations shows that 
stations associated with better 
programs are in the red or nearest 


to it. Due to cost arrangements 
they’re forced to give the most so- 
called sustaining programs, for 
which there is no intake from ad- 
vertisers. 

One of the reasons for this, it is 
claimed, is the limited allowance 
given the locals for national hook- 
up space. Usual price for chain 
material is $50 an hour as against 
$150 to $500 an hour as basic 
charge for local advertisers for a 
like period at the same stations. 

Such prices, compared with the 
much lower prices of the chainless 
stations, are frightening advertisers 
away—thus the heavy time, unpaid 
for and designated as ‘sustaining’ 
hours. 

October Figures 

Figures for October are an illus- 
tration: 

KFI, NBC outlet, sold 
only 25 hours; chain used 
213 unpaid for. 


directly 
258 with 


KECA sold 32; chain used 57, 
with 407 sustaining. 
KHJ (CBS) sold directly 86 


hours, chain used 100 and 310 were 
sustaining. 

KNX without a chain sold all but 
29 hours. 

KFWB, also without a national 
hookup, had 280 unpaid hours. 
The smaller stations virtually use 
every minute for advertisers, and 
there’s where the gravy is. 

KFI, KECA and KFWB are re- 
ported operating recentiy in the 
red, while KHJ is said to barely 
show a profit. With the exception 
of KFWB they are all chain sta- 
tions—and summed up are currently 
working for the talent they use. 





Firing Chatterers 





(Continued from Page 59) 


leading up to Porter’s newsprint 
blast is that some time ago the 
‘Journal’ reporter complained that 
he was being slighted in favor of 
Jack Forster of the ‘World-Tele- 
gram’ in NBC exclusives. NBC 
claims it proceeded to go out of its 
way thereafter to show Porter he 
was wrong about the favoritism 
charge. 

Porter was particularly anxious 
last week for a news beat on the 
Academy of Arts award for best 
diction among radio announcers. 
When this appeared exclusively in 
Forster’s column, Porter followed 


with his bombardment, NBC as- 
serts, 
NBC's publicity department 


claims it purposely avoided learning 
the identity of the diction winner 
in order to prevent a jam with the 
chatterers who happened to miss 
out on the story. The network, be- 
sides denying that the yarn wasn’t 
given to Forster, declares that the 
‘World-Telegram’ columnist didn’t 
get the story himself, either. Fors- 
ter is supposed to have said that 
the diction exclusive was inserted 
in his chatter by the city desk. 

Among those in for pannings in 
Porter’s tirade was Frank Mason, 
formerly president of International 
News Service and now one of NBC's 
new vice-presidents. Porter’s ‘Jour- 
nal’ column was syndicated by L 
N. S. James V. Connelly, who suc- 
ceeded Mason as I. N. S. president, 
refused to syndicate the Thursday 
column. 

Mutual Haters 


Forster and Porter are not the 
only rivals among the New York 
air news gatherers. The whole 
bunch is a congregation of mutual 
haters. 

Besides the methods they practice 
amongst themselves, some of the 
stuff pulled by some of the radio 
chatterers is as raw as an uncooked 
meat ball. Every day is Christmas 
for several. A few resort to song 


plugging at their papers’ expense, 
while at least one of the boys has 
cut himself in for credit and royal- 
ties on songs he never heard before 
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3-Cornered Court Fight May Come 
Out of Society-Robbins Squabble 








Looks like a strong battle brew- 
ing between Robbins Music and the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors & Publishers, not only over 
the cut-in charges. against Rob- 
bins, but regarding Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer primarily, that may involve 
all three companies in litigation. 

Metro has notified the American 
Society, according to report, that if 
the Society does not pay Robbins 
the $9,000 overdue the publishers as 
the last quarter’s annual payment, 
it will start suit. Robbins is threat- 
ening to withdraw from the Society 
if his company is penalized for 
cutting in. 

American Society declares that it 
is holding up Robbins’ last quar- 
ter’s payment because Robbins 
promised Metro would join the So- 
ciety last June and has not done so 
as yet. <All the Robbins’ songs for 
the past two years have been copy- 
righted in the name of Metro, and 
the only authorization the Society 


has to represent that catalog is 
through a verbal agreement with 
Robbins. 


Threat N. G, 

American Society says that Rob- 
bins’. threat that it may withdraw 
from the Society and sell its cata- 
log individually to radio stations is 
impossible. Robbins will be pre- 
vented from doing this, declares the 
Society, because of the equitable 
rights to the Robbins songs which 
it holds and which have been vested 
in the Society not only by the pub- 
lishers, but by the writers of the 
songs. Society declares that the 
majority of the writers of the songs 
published by Robbins are unaware 
that they are Metro copyrighted. 

Expected that the cut-in charges 
of the American Society against 
Robbins will be formally presented 
to the publishers by Nathan Burk- 
an, Seciety’s attorney, this week. 


Who’s Who? 


George Piantadosi, who succeeded 
Frank Kelton as gen. mgr. Davis, 
Coots & Engel two weeks ago, 
switched to Witmark yesterday 
(Monday). Piantadosi will be as- 
sistant to Buddy Morris, head of 
Witmark and all Warner publishers. 

Because of Piantadosi’s switch, 
Jack Richmond, radio manager for 
Davis, who had already made prep- 
arations to move to Donaldson, 
Douglas & Gumble this week, will 
remain with Davis. Riehmond will 
succeed Piantadosi. 
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‘Hour’ Plot-Lyrics. 


Hollywood, Nov. 18. 
Operetta form of musical numbers 
‘One Hour With You,’ next 
Paramount with 


go into 
Chevalier film at 
the introduction of duets consisting 
of rhymed dialog and repartee set to 
music and part of the plot. 

Leo Robin doing the lyrics to the 
seven numbers, with music of four 
by Oscar Strauss and the remainder 
by Richard Whiting. 

Another Par picture, 
Girls,’ has an original number by 
Sam Coslow, who also sings the 
song in.the film from offstage. 


Paine Suing ERPI-RCA 
For Above a Milhon 
In Seat Tax Arrears 


‘Working 





John Paine has filed suit against 
ERPI and RCA for $1,578,403 al- 
leged due the publishers under the 
bootleg seat tax. 

ERPI is being sued for $835,898. 


Paine claims that for the year end- 
ing Sept. 5, 1928, ERPI owes the 
publishers $165,962 in bootleg seat 


for the year ending Sept. 5, 


$247,347; for year ending 
Sept. 5, 1930, $188,268 and for the 
past year, ending Sept. 5, 1931, 
$234,320. 

Paine claims $742,505 is due the 
publishers from RCA under the 
same bootleg seat tax arrangement. 
He alleges $165,762 due for the year 
ending Sept. 5, 1929; $247,347 for the 
year ending Sept. 5, 1930, and $329,- 
195 for the year ending Sept. 5, 1931. 

It is admitted by Paine’s attor- 
ney, J. Francis Gilbert, that the 
amounts they are suing for is more 
than they are entitled to under the 
contracts. However, since they 
have not yet determined the num- 
ber of seats in theatres which have 
shown ERPI and RCA produced 
films on other equipments, they 
claim inability to determine ac- 
curately what is due. Paine took 
last year’s figures of seating ca- 
pacities and used it as the basis for 
all the previous years. 

Paine is suing for the maximum 
to cover the exact amount alleged 
due. The suit chiefly concerns the 
question of liability. 


Fox Asks Injunction 


Motion for an injunction to re- 
strain John Paine from distributing 
the ERPI money to the publishers 
was made by Sam Fox Musie yes- 
terday (Monday) in New York Svu- 
preme Court. 

If the injunction is granted it will 
tie up the ERPI money, about $400,- 
000, for five or six months. Sam 
Fox’ suit against Paine, ERPI and 
the publishers may not be settled 
before then. 


taxes; 
1929, 











LEADING ORCHESTRAS DIRECTORY 








| JOSEF CHERNIAVSRY | 
n is 
SYMPHO-SYNCOPATORS 


Incorporated 
Just finished 20 sensational weeks at 
Hotel Gibson and WLW, Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Now En Koute Ohio 
Theatres and Ballrooms 


For Open Time Address Alexander Moore, 
Fountain Square putea Cincinnati 


JACK CRAWFORD) 





“THE CLOWN PRINCE OF JAZZ” 
and His ORCHESTRA 
Currently Featured at 
GEO. OLSEN’S CLUB 
CULVER CITY, CALIF. 
Direction—Music Corp. of Amer. 


|] MAX FISHER _ 








AND HIS CALIFORNIANS 
Touring RKO Circuit 


Exclusively WEBER-SIMON AGENCY 
Palace Theatre Bldg., New York 


| TED LEWIS | 


LOEW’S, ROCHESTER, N. Y. 
Exclusive Columbia Recording Artist 


WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


Persona) Representative 
H. HAROLD GUMM 
1540 Broadway. New York 


GEORGE OLSEN | 


AND HIS MUSIC 











Now Playing at 
THE CLUB RICHMAN 


mU SIC CORP. OF AM. 


Direction: 


Given Notice 

Jessie Kall, of the 
Dave Kent, 
were given 


At Witmarks’, 
radio department, 
assistant to Ira Schuster 
their notice last week. 

Miss Ball was with 
many years. About three 
she was transferred to 


and 


Hiarms for 
months 
W it- 


ago 





marks. 





Solly Blackballed 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

As self-appointed czar of the 
Rocky Mountain Song Writers’ 
Protective Ass’n., Willie Ras- 
kin has rejected the applica- 
tion of Solly Violinsky for 
membership. 

Raskin wrote Violinsky to 
join the Colorado River and 
Lonely Prairie Song Writers’ 
Protective Ass’n. and work his 
way up to the Rockies, 














NO COMMISH FROM BROWN 


Rufe Lemaire Loses Suit Against 


Song Writer for $10,000 





Los Angeles, Nov. 16 
lost his $10,400 
Nacio Herb Brown, 
10% 
Brown’s two-year songwriting con- 
tract with Radio Music Corp. at 
$1,000 weekly. : 
Brown's defense that Lemaire did 
not obtain the contract for him 
was sustained by the court, with 
Brown also given a verdict for the 


costs. 


Rufe 
suit 


Lemaire 
against 


composer, on a claim on 


Lemaire is now casting director 
at Warner's, but was previously an 
agent. Brown contended he com- 
missioned Lemaire to find him pic- 
ture or production work, but didn’t 


writing contract, 


NBC-MCA Band 
Get-Together 
Hot and Cold 


NBC the MCA people met 
again in New York yesterday (Mon- 
day) without getting much 
to either a definite working agree- 
ment or a break. 

Following a meeting with Jules 


Stein NBC stated that the proposed 
deal was still on. Stein met this 
with a denial of the existence of 
any deal. His firm and the radio 
network are discussing individual 
band bookings only he declared. 


When George Engles and Ed 
Scheuing, of NBC, made a special 
trip to Chicago last week to meet 
Stein an NBC-MCA booking ar- 
rangement was discussed. Under 
the proposed terms MCA would 
have the hotel band spots to itself 
while NBC would share in the 
theatre and commercial air bookings 
of MCA bands, NBC also supplying 
the MCA hotel orchestras with a 
wire wherever possible. 


Stein came to New York late last 
week to return the Scheuing-Engles 
Chi visit. Meetings were held Fri- 
day and Saturday. Following the 
Saturday session, chances of NBC 
and MCA getting together on any- 
thing appeared slim. But Monday 
the boys got together again. 


MCA won't tie itself up exclus- 
ively to NBC, preferring to conduct 
its band business independently 
with both networks, Stein stated. 

As yet NBC has not shared in 
MCA’s band books for the Lucky 
Strike commercial broadcasts. The 
engagements were direct and not 
through NBC’s artist bureau. 











and 


closer 





Producer Sues Remick 
For ‘5-10’ Withdrawal 


Los Angeles, Nov. 16. 

Damages of $25,396 are sought 
from the Remick Music Corporation 
by John Clein for the alleged with- 
drawal of picture right to ‘I Found 
a Million Dollar Baby in a Five and 
Ten-cent Store’ after Clein was in 
the rehearsal stage of a two-reeler 


Clein says Remick offered the 
rights for $500, payable when the 
picture was completed, and that he 


spent $1,000 on dialog and $4,396 on 
other preliminary 
| pense Remick called it off 
seven days later, 


hetore 
a 


New Band Agency 
Chicago, Nov. 1€ 
New band agency is Columbia 
Musical Attractions, headed by Sid- 
ney Lipsig and Pau] Cohen, 
associated with the Co- 
jlumbia Phonograph company here. 


~~ 


Cohen is 





require anybody to get him a song 


production ex- |} 


Radio's 
Theme Songs, 


gest Music Plug, 


Devoted Mestly 


To Non-Selling Old Numbers 





Los A Nov. 16. 


ngeles, 


Resume of some of the country’s 
outstanding broadcasting orches 
tras evidences the large number of 
non-pop songs being utilized con- 


sistently, night after night, for sig- 
nature or theme songs. This insures 
a consistent plug for a composition 
whose plug, so far as its commer- 
cial value is concerned, is more or 
wasted. Should such consist- 
ency be expended on a new or cur- 
rent composition it would almost 
guarantee its popularity. 

This is manifested by the quick 


less 





Writer Must Ante-Date 
Contract to Publishers 
To Have Song Accepted 


Publishers currently entering into 
contracts with songwriters insist 
the writers ante-date their con- 
tracts, before the publishers will 
accept the song. 

Publishers are doing this to pro- 
tect themselves in case the uni- 
form contract of the Song Writers’ 
Protective Association, the pro- 
posed or an adjusted one, is ac- 
cepted by the trade. All members 
of the S. P. A. assign all syn- 
chronization and mechanical rights 
to the S. P. A. immediately upon 
joining. Publishers . want’ these 
rights for themselves and fear the 
minimum contract of the S. P. A. 


may be made retroactive, to in- 
clude those songs written by its 
members after joining the Asso- 


ciation. 

According to reports, songwriters 
have willingly dated the contracts 
to get their songs published. 

As yet the S. P. A. has not de- 
termined whether the minimum 
contract, when accepted, will be 
made retroactive. This will be de- 
cided later. 





Plagiarism Fear Sends 
| Scripts Back Unread 


Chicago, Nov. 16. 

Some of the major advertising 
agencies have adopted the policy 
of refusing to give unsolicited radio 
scripts the once-over. Attitude is 
motivated by a fear of running into 
plagiarism complications. 

Agencies claim they’ve already 
had considerable experience along 
these lines. Authors whose scripts 
had been rejected have charged that 
programs produced months later 
contained ideas lifted from their 
continuities. Scripts received in the 
mails are now returned imme- 
diately with the notation, ‘opened 
but not read’ and a few lines ex- 
plaining the reason why. 





If His Name’s Ryan 
Don’t Let Him Touch 


Feist has sent out letters of warn- 
ing to branch offices about a gent 
named Ryan, who Feist declares 
has been making the rounds of or- 
chestra leaders representing himself 
as connected with the publisher 
and putting on the bee. 

Jack Stacey, leader at the Gran- 
ada Ballroom, Salt Lake City, in- 
formed the Feist office that Ryan 
flashed a Feist letterhead, told him 
he wanted to appoint Stacey the 
Feist rep in that territory and after 
some additional business talk, made 
a quick touch. 





Made by Short 


Havana, Nov. 12. 
After having signed for the win- 
ter season at the National Hotel, the 
Castro Bros. orchestra have received 
offers from the Ziegfeld production, 
‘Argentina.’ 





|< 

| 

} The boys can’t do anything as the 
leontract is for the ace spot in this 
| town. 

30ys made a Vitaphone short 


i ‘Havana Cocktail which went bic in 


| the big stem and on the strefzth of ! 


that short and their recording for 

| Victor the offers are pouring in. 
Phey broadcast nightly 

CMBZ and are the favorites 


ling to the mash mail received, 


aceord 


from | 


| manner in which the Robbins’ pub- 
lication, ‘Goodnight, Sweetheari,’ 
jumped into popularity, lending it- 
self by its very title and nature to 
a sign-off theme, with 
the result it caught on pronto. For 


signature 


a long time ‘When Day Is Done’ and 
any number of ‘dream’ songs were 
sign-off themes by radio and other 
bands, some retaining a _ certain 


standard commercialism because of 
this consistent theme-plugging. 
Few Pops 

It becomes apparent from the fol- 
lowing recapitulation how few of 
|the sig. songs are current pops. 
Maestro is listed with the paren- 
thetic indication of his regular 
berth or commercial tie-up, with 
the theme song following: 

Paul Whiteman (Edgewater 
hotel, Chicago, and Williams’ 
Men), liihapsodie in Blue.’ 

Ben Bernie (Sherman hotel, 
‘Lonesome Old Town,’ but also 
‘One of Us Was Wrong’ and 
Dreams.’ 

Mischo Bohr (Waldorf Astoria 
concert orchestra, N. Y.), ‘La Mere. 

Leon Rosebrook with Vaughn de 
Leath (radio sustaining), ‘You're the 
One I Love,’ ‘Happy Landing’ and 
‘Happy Days Are Here Again.’ 

Lucky Strike (first B. A. Rolfe, 
the alternating Andy Sanella, 
King and Gus Arnheim 
‘Happy Days Are Here 

Jesse Crawford 
Melody.’ 

Jack Denny (Mt. Royal Hotel, 
real), ‘At the End of a Rainbow.’ 

Rudy Vallee (Hotel Pennsylvania, 
N. Y.), ‘Goodnight Sweetheart.’ 

Howard Lanin (Campbell's Soup radio 


Beach 
Paint 


Chi) 
using 
‘Pleasant 


hotel 


now 
Wayne 
orchestras), 
Again.’ 
(organ), ‘Forgotten 


Mont- 


hour), ‘Smile, Darn Ya, Smile.’ 

Paul Van Loan (Prince Albert pro- 
pram), ‘Carolina’s Calling Me.’ 

William M. Daly (Firestone, radio), 
‘Memory Lane.’ 

Coon-Sanders (Hotel New Yorker, 
N. Y.), ‘My Varadise.’ 

Cab Caloway (Cotton Club, N. Y.), 


‘Mtnnie the Moocher.’ 
Russ Columbo (radio), 
Madness.’ 
Lew White 
Rhythm.’ 
Henry Tobias 
‘Miss You.’ 
Bieclow (Yoeng’s 
4 ‘aprice Viennois.’ 
‘Freddie Rich (with Bing 
ir), ‘Blue of the Night.’ 
Maximilian Pilzer (Linit, 
dust.’ 
Jacques Renard (with Morton Downey- 
-Camel radio program), ‘Carolina Moon.’ 
Bob Haring (with Boswell Sisters, 
radio), ‘Nothing Is Sweeter Than You.’ 
Kate Smith (La Palina), “When the 
Moon Comes Over the Mountain.’ 


"You Call It 


(radio organist), ‘I Got 
(Palais D’Or, N. Y.), 
restaurant, 
Crosby on 


radio), ‘Star- 


Guy Lombardo (Robt. Burns, radio), 
‘Coming Thru the Rye.’ 
Red Nichols (Park Central hotel, 


3 ie 86«%s 

Neil Golden (I. J. Fox, radio), ‘Rings 
on My Fingers.’ 

Julian Woodworth (Gov. Clinton hotel, 
N. Y.), ‘When You Press Your Lips to 


Rubinoff (Chase & Sanborn, 
radio), ‘Give Me a Moment, Please.’ 

Ted Weems (‘Johnson's Wax, 
‘Out of the Night.’ 

Merle Johnston (Ludwig Baumann, 
radio), ‘Strike Up the Band.’ 

Henry Thies (radio), ‘Sometimes I'm 


radio), 


Happy 
Eddy Duchin (Central Park Casino, 
N. Y.), ‘Love Comes But Once.’ 


Paul Vincent (Mayfair Gardens, N. Y.), 
‘Do You Ever Think of Me.’ 

Lee Morse (radio), ‘Tune That Never 
Grows Old.’ 


Vincent Lopez (St. Regis hotel, N. Y.), 
‘La Paloma.’ 
Tom Neely (Gruen Watch, radio), 


Louis Katzman (Benrus Watch, N. Y.), 
“Bod Evenin’. ; 
Anthony Trini (Greenwich Village Inn, 


N. Y.), ‘Shadows.’ 
Enric Madriguera (Hotel Biltmore, 
Y.), ‘Adios,’ 


‘Harold Stern (St. 
‘Moonlight Memory.’ 
Guy Lombardo (Hotel 
N. Y.), ‘Auld Lang Syne’ and 

Darndest Thing.’ 

Ozzie Nelson (Glen Isle Casino),.‘Loyal 
Sons of Rutgers.’ 

Tommy Christian. (radio, vaude), 
‘Hello, I’ve Been Looking for You.’ 

Mack Davis (Oakland's Terrace, N. Y.), 
‘Laughing the Blues Away.’ 

Marty Beck (Janssen’s Hofbrau, N. Y.), 
‘Miami Shore.’ 

Leo Reisman (Pond’s, radio), ‘Hour of 


Moritz hotel, N. Y.), 


Roose velt, 
‘It's the 


Parting.’ 

Bert Lown (Hotel Biltmore, N .Y.), 
‘Bye Bye Blues.’ 

Snooks (Paramount hotel, WN. _ Y.), 


‘Clover Blossom.’ 
Rudy Vallee (Fie ischmann, radio), ‘My 
Time Is Your Time. 
Tweet Hogan (Drake hotel, 
"You're My Only Sweetheart.’ 
Chicago Bunch 
Wayne King (Chicago), 
Saved for Me.’ 
Phil Spitalny (radio), 
Art Kahn, ‘When the 
12 


Chi), 


‘Waltz You 
*Truly.’ 
Clock Strikes 
Earl Bortnett, ‘Hour of Parting.’ 

Mark Fisher, ‘When You're Smiling.’ 
Don Pedro, ‘Singing to Hide the Tears.’ 
Charles Agnew, ‘Siow But Sure.’ 

Phil Levant, ‘Beautiful Love.’ 

Louis Panico, ‘Wabash Blues.’ 

Husk O’Hare, ‘You, Just You.’ 

Johnny Maitland, ‘Starlight.’ 

Ted Cook, “To Be Worthy of You.’ 
Kex Maupin, ‘Dream the Hours Away.’ 





Maurie Sherman, ‘Dreamy Melody.’ 

Dan Kusso, ld German waltz (un- 
published). 
Coast 

Eddie Ward-Neil Litt (mbassy club, 

| Hollywood) fell Me in My Deeanint 
| Mal Grayson (Hotel Roosevelt, Holly- 
wood), iat Good Is Lave Without 

You (Or inal). 

Francis hotel, 


; Lotner Harris (St 
gs KK oom 
| ius Peete a Say It With Musi..’ 
Jimmie G ser (Hotel Ambassador, 
I. A.), ‘Mus in the Moonlight.’ 
Jess Stafford (until last week at Hote] 
| Biltmore, L. A.), ‘Syncopated Love Song 
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Englewood 


More care in one respect could 
be exercised in lining them up for 
the Englewood’s Tuesday night un- 
veiling and that is duplication of 
type. Of the five acts brought in 
on the tryout roster three of them 
did tap dancing, while midway on 
the house’s regular bill there were 
six more specialists of the buck and 
wing. Before the tenth act had 
run its course the customers had 
been treated to enough apron dust 
to last them a month or two. 


Show as a whole seemed to satis- 
fy, but failed to excite enthusiasm. 
It was a fairly good show, consid- 
ering the standard here, but repeti- 
tion of type and thick slices of the 
clock taken by the tryouts gave ita 
draggy, dull air in most of the 
earlier division. Boxoffice parade 
had them jamming the _ entire 
ground floor and most of the top 
shelf. Screen carried ‘The sig 
Gamble’ (Pathe) as the feature. 

Of the evening’s recruit contin- 
gent both Brody and Delevan, a 
couple of big bicep boys, and Marve 
Jensen, had an easy time keeping 
attention glued upon them and 
scooping up the applause. Acro- 
batic team unlimbered something 
different in the way of handbalanc- 
ing, perch spinning and finger tip 
self-lifting. Jensen's pedal extremi- 
ties revealed a wealth of rhythmic 
training, and a suitable entry for 
any picture house unit. Boy has 
the dapper appearance and the 
looks to help. That tap bit of his 
executed, atop a five-inch rail, 
couldn’t help building to a smash 
curtain almost anywhere. Gags he 
scattered as an aid to wind recovery 
between hoofing won't be held 
against him. 


Two turns preceding him the 
Bert Willa Trio, three sepia dam- 
sels, broke in a fast dancing me- 
lange that will have to stand a lot 
of rehearsing and edge beveling be- 
fore it can merit professional con- 
sideration. Girl only once got tan- 
gled up in the traveler. Zandon, 
who recently blew in from _ the 
sticks, took up the next half hour 
with an unruly spasm of hoke hyp- 
notism. Six stooges who flocked to 
the stage at his call for assistants, 
with the rapidity of their collective 
volunteering an easy giveaway, 
worked with unusual precision and 
ability to help drag out the laughs. 
That’s what the Zandon turn got 
in heavy and frequent consign- 
ments, but withal it’s an act strict- 
ly for the sticks and the big city’s 
very small time. 

Betty Gordon Trio finished off the 
tryout list. Nothing but two men 
and a girl in an old-fashioned in- 
strumental act, interspersed with 
song and tap bits. Went over nice 
here. Oke for week-end fill-ins for 
the local neighborhoods and out of 
town small time. 

Great Beno can still keep them 
sitting on the edges of their chairs 
from anxiety when not uncorking 
the titters. Here's a vet of the 
trapeze balancing clan who has 
little different from the others to 
offer, but who knows how to sell 
it to the spectators. 

Kelly and Welsh, a recent merger, 
are specializing in pratt falls and 
face slaps. Often their crossfire is 
sour and crude, but, since this 
neighborhood mob rates high as dirt 
eaters, the pair had everything their 
way until the send-off, when the 


applause was not so hot. Fault here 
lay in the absence of a fast, noisy 
finish. Not bad for a smallie deuce 
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RKO STATE-LAKE 
Chicago 


“ARE THESE OUR 
CHILDREN” 


RKO-Radio Production 





spot around the sticks, if it could 
stand a stiff application of the soap 
and brush and not lose all its fun- 
niness in the process. 

Forbes Brothers, whirlwind tap- 
sters, retain most of their old rou- 
tine in the flash, labelled the Forbes 


Revue. Their sister, two other lads 
and another looker, complete the 
setup. Act gathers speed as it 


moves along. Sextet specializes in 
the buck and wing, but one of the 
girls knocks off a toe bit that will 
get them sitting up intent any- 
where. After a two-year retire- 
ment, Foster and Ray, mixed cross- 
fire vets, slipped into the next-to- 
shut spot for an airing of chatter. 
Returns were moderate, but act’s 
pacing was too slow. 

Whiteside Troupe, family of tight 
wire prancers, made a fitting clos- 
ing act. 


Literati 











(Continued from page 57) 
highest-paid fictioneers going in for 
that type of tale. 

Fetching $27,000 from ‘Cosmopoli- 
tan Magazine’ for his newest serial, 
for instance, Hammett is much bet- 
ter off financially today than when 
he was detecting, and his present 
task is not anywhere near as peril- 
ous. 

In fiction, the character of the de- 
tective is that of an awful dumb 
ege. Yet Hammett, when still de- 
tecting, wrote ‘The Maltese Falcon,’ 
generally agreed to be the best 
mystery story turned out by an 
American in the last quarter of a 
century. 

Hammett’s life should be an in- 
spiration to all detectives, unless 
they really are as dumb as all fic- 
tioneers — excepting Hammett — 
make them. 


Truth as Best Seller 


Growing recognition that truth is 
stranger than fiction, equivalent to 
the fact that truth sells better than 
fiction, first promulgated by Ber- 
narr Macfadden via “True Story 
Magazine,” resulting in@t growth of 
that type of mag content. 

The new “News Story Magazine” 
is an instance, using only actual 
account-tales. Capt. Billy Faw- 
cett’s ‘Startling Detective Adven- 
tures’ uses only actual accounts of 
detective stories, under by-lines of 
police officials concerned. ‘True 
Detective Mysteries’ of the same 
type, also ‘The Master Detective.’ 


The H. N. Swanson mag, ‘Real 
Detective Magazine,’ dropped fic- 
tion recently, in keeping with the 
new trend, and now using real-fact 
stories, also with by-lines. 

Forthcoming mag, along the same 
lines, which Ed Bodin will get out, 
will bear the title of ‘Real Life 
Stories,’ and using actual-account 
stories by newspapermen, carrying 
their by-lines. By-lines the big 
thing in the mags of this type, as 
testifying to the authenticity of the 
contents. 





Gene Zukor’s Illustrations 

New $1 book, ‘Taking Some of the 
Luck Out of Backgammon,’ with 
illustrations by Eugene Zukor, ex- 
pected to be out this week. Rampolo 
publishing. 

Idea for the book is credited to 
Wallace D. Eyre, stockbroker, and 
Zukor’s friend, 

This is Gene Zukor’s second book. 
First is ‘Isn’t It So,’ comprising a 
— of his own drawn caricatures. 





| Real Names of Authors 

| Davia Grayson, author of ‘Adven- 
| tures in Solitude,’ is Ray Stannard 
} 


Baker, who wrote ‘The Life and 
Letters of Woodrow:Wilson’; Dora 
Macy, ‘Promiscuous,’ also known as 
Grace Perkins, is Mrs. Fulton 
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Oursler; Michael Ossorgin, ‘My Sis- 
ter’s Story,’ is Mikhail Andreevich 
Ilin; Margaret Kennedy, ‘Return I 
Dare Not,’ is Mrs. David Davis. 
Lillian Day is Mrs. Lyon Mearson. 
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INSTITUTION of] INTERNATIONALS 


oSshoes for the Stage and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 


Ray Angwin 
Sunkist Eas 


SPR’G’FLD, MASS. 
Fox Poli (20) 
‘Dream House’ I 
O’Donnell & Blair 
Masters & Gauthier 
Peg Leg Bates 
Louise Glenn 
Sunkist Ens 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 
Fox (20) 
‘Cozy Corner’ I 
Ruth Roland 
Alice & S LaMonte 
Rector & Doreen 
3 Jays 
Frank Rogers 
TOLEDO, 0O. 
Paramount (20) 
‘All at Sea’ I 
Ben Bard 
Lester & Garson 
Gregory & Raymon 
June Worth 
Matt Brooks 
Sunkist Ens 
TORONTO, ONT. 
Imperial (20) 
‘Hot Java’ I 


Bills Next Week 


(Continued from page 40) 


Jim McDonald 
Armanda Chirot 
Noree 

3 Samuels Bros 
Vincent Yerro 
Sunkist Ens 


Strand (20) 
‘Tin Types’ I 
Pressiar & Kliaiss 
Aaron Sis 
Oscar Taylor 
Marie Remington 
Sunkist Ens 
W’SHINGT’'N, 

Fox (20) 
‘Limehouse Nites’ I 
Wing Wah Tr 
Warren & Inman 
Armanda & Lita 
Don Carroll 
Sunkist Ens 
W’RC’ST’R, MASS. 

Palace (20) 
‘Vacation Days’ I 
Zelda Santley 
3 Jacks & a Queen 
Wilmot & Peters 
Kirk & Lawrence 





Kathleen Kay 
Sunkist Ens 








Cabaret Bilis 











Beaux Arts 


Loulse De Lara 
Beaux Arts 5 


Central P’rk Casino 
Morton Downey 
Velos & Yolanda 
Eddie Duchin Orch 


Connie’s Inn 


Fats Waller Bd 
Louise Cook 
Cora Green 

Mae Alex 

Boby Cox 

Glennie Cheesman 
Paul Meeres 
Snakehips Tucker 
Lois Deppe 

Hal Bokay 

3 Sepia Songbirds 
3 Rhythm Kings 
Cotton Club 
Cab Calloway 
Leitha Hill 

Aida Ward 

Cora La Redd 
Henri Wessel 
Swan & Lee 
Anise Boyer 

Roy Atkins 

Wells M’rd’cal & T 
Bailey & Wilson 
Bernice Short 
Elmer Turner 
Jimmy Baskette 
Bobby Sawyer 
Norman Astwood 


El Chice 
Manuel Gomez Bd 
Carmencita Salazar 
Spavento 

Trio Crillos 

Brito Br'vo C’nsino 


H’llyw’d Restaur’nt 
Maria Gamberelli 
Reri 

Frank Hazard 
Dolores Ray 

3 Speeds 

Caesar & Mimi 

Al Katz Orch 


Club Congo 
King Keppard 
Dave Peyton Orch 
College Inn 
Cutler Sis 
Jean & Marian 
D & D Dade 
Imogene Carpentier 
Ben Bernie Orch 
Colosimos 
Mary Stone ~ 
Herbie Voegal 
Jean Boaz 
Arthur Buckley 
Marian Moore 
Lucille & Laverne 
Evelyn Miller 
Eddie Perry 
Billy Rogers 
Jimmy Meo Orch 
Frolics 


Fuzzy Knight 
Rita White 
Ruth Racette 
N & A Selby 
Kirby &DeGage 
Juliet Starr 
Gypsy Rhomaje 
Charles Agnew Or 
Golden Pumpkin 
Bonnie Adair 
Marjorie & Marle 
Al Reynolds 
Maurie Sherman O 
Grand Terrace 
Carolynne Snowden 
Vivian Brown 
Dudley Dickinson 
Earl Hines Orch 
Les Ambassadeurs 
George D Arlier 
Edna Mae Morris 
Jean Miles 
Helen Burge 


NEW YORK CITY 


Janssen Hofbrau 


Nat Nazarro Sr 

Ramo & Ruth 

Karee Mooney & N 

Wynne Ralph 

Marty Beck Orch 
Nut Club 


Nutsy Fagan 

The Hartman's 
Red Davis 

Jerry Bergen 
Eton Boys 

Ray O’Hara Orch 
Oakland’s Terrace 


Buddy Kennedy 
Parker & Babb 
A‘ia Winston 
Frances Mildren 
Mack Owens Orch 


Paramount Grill 


Gertrude Nieson 
Jimmy Ray 
fTulie Jenoer 
3 Demons 
Jeck & Betsy Rees 
Snooks Ramb:crs 
Club Plaza 
Josephine Earl 
Doyle & Dunn 
George Scotti 
Lew Dolgoff 
Russian Arts 
Misha Markoff 
Sascha Leonofft 
Gypsy Markoff 
Paul Haakon 
Balalaika Bd 
Village Barn 
Luther & Nell 
Riley & Comfort 
Warren & Davis 
Un Josh Medders 
Hollywood Horse 
Dave Abrams Orch 
Village Mili 
Ev’l’n Nesbit Thaw 
Ernie Goldman 
Lou Springer 


- Com Aleman Al Handler Orch 
enry ac @ . 
Gypsy Lenore PP Club 
Badger & Muesler Harry Glyn 
oe La Pierre| Keith Beecher Or 
Sadie Moore Planet Mars 
Mary Thorne Richard Lane 
Anton Lada Orch Fluerette 


Bobbie Carroll 

Ann Peters 

Babe Fenton 

Eula Jarvis 

Nina Laughlin 
Texas Guinan 
Irving Sewitt Orch 


Rubaiyat 
Nina Nelson 
Johnny Lee 
Harry Linden 
Bernice St John 
Eddie White Orch 

Show Boat 
Billie Read 
Elsie Du Monte 
Sonny Read 
Fraya Cratura 
Cass Simpson Orch 

Terrace Garden 
Charlotte Van Dae 
Manfred Gotthelf 
Moss & Manning 
Dorothy Norton 
Clyde McCoy Orch 


gle 
Ray Reynolds 
Iris Monahan 
Patsy & Mickey 
Lischeron & Adams 
Betty Tascot 
J Youngberg Orch 
Vanity Fair 
Lafayette & LaV 
Nelle Nelson 
Ercelle Sis 
Babe Belmore 
Leo Wolf Orch 
Winter Garden 
Maxine Lewis 
Rome & Dunn 
E & J Torrence 
Kapelle Sis 





Irving Aaronson O 
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Three new houses will have been 
opened by Hughes-Franklin before 
Christmas in southern California. 

They are the Sunkist, opened two 
weeks ago in Pomona; Whittier, in 
Whittier, opening Nov. 27, and Lei- 
mert Park, 1,700-seater in Leimert 
Park, Los Angeles section, which 
lights up Christmas. 


Gus Metzger switched the policy 
of his Roxie theatre, to open 
Thanksgiving, from straight pix to 
combination with a stage band and 
three acts. 

Roxie is on the site of Universal's 
old Superba theatre. 


Attempt to rob the home of Elissa 
Landi under the nose of a detective 
story writer put Jack Bryan and 
Charles McLendon in the bastile. 
Bryan, 19-year-old from Texas, 
was befriended by Miss Landi before 
her departure for Europe in Sep- 
tember, and stayed on to do odd jobs 
around the house. Sinclair Gluck, 
sleuth fictionist who was occupying 
the home during the actress’ ab- 
sence, deduced something was going 
to happen Halloween night. He re- 
turned unexpectedly to find Bryan 
and his friend, McLendon, ready to 
leave with a trunk full of clothes. 
Boys were also passing bad checks 
on the boulevard. 

Miss Landi will return here Nov. 





23, bringing her mother, Countesg 
Zenardi Landi, along. 


Metro contract with Helen Robin. 
son for six months at $35 a week ig 
up for court approval. Supersedeg 
a previous agreement. She jumps 
to $50 if optioned for balance of the 
year, then six yearly options run. 
ning from $100 to $750. 


A $75,507 damage suit against 
Fox-West Coast was filed by Bar. 
bara D. Oliver and her husband, fop 
injuries in a fall in the loges of the 
Fox Manchester theatre. 


National Theatre Supply Co. ig 
suing the Hamburger Realty Co. for 
possession of the draperies in the 
Majestic theatre, plus, $3,786 rental 
and damages for withholding them, 


Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr., is sued 
for $11,305 by Edward J. Ralph on a 
judgment December, 1926, never 
paid. Original judgment was $25,- 
000, but was reduced by stipulation, 





New Fanchon & Marco unit being 
staged by Leon Leonidoff in Los An-« 
geles will have Lynn Cowan as m. c 
Idea will be called ‘Midnight.’ 








A semi-professional production of 
‘Once in a Lifetime’ will be done by 
the Pasadena Community Playhouse, 
little theatre group, in January. 





Tab Newsreel 


(Continued from page 1) 


modeling for clothes is not over- 
looked. 
Not passing up any angle for tab 
divertissement, the first issue is 
also programmed to show a clip 
along the wording of ‘Ziegfeld Dol- 
lies Who Have Made Good.’ Four 
former ‘Follies’ girls and their pres- 
ent millionaire husbands are in- 
cluded. 
Frank Seltzer, formerly personal 
press representative for William 
Fox, claims the reel as his brain- 
child and has done most of the con- 
tacting with a single cameraman 
for the subjects already obtained. 
Seltzer’s own bankroll is in the ini- 
tial investment. 
Louis Sobol, according to Seltzer, 
has signed a six months’ contract 
with options to act as talking re- 
porter. The reel is titled ‘‘Tattles 
on Broadway With Louis Sobol.” 
At first the reel policy will em- 
brace only personalities. Already, 
according to Seltzer, one tab paper 
offered to contribute $1,000 a week 
for each of five theatres in and 
around Manhattan if the reel would 
spread out into coverage of hot 
news events and swing the name 
of the paper on each theatre mar- 
quee, 

Distribution 
Seltzer at first, however, is con- 
centrating on a national circula- 
tion with faces and figures suffi- 
ciently well known to create inter- 
est in every city. He has made no 
attempt for a release, although one 
large chain theatre, member of the 
Hays organization, has officially re- 
quested that he project the first 
reel privately for several of its ex- 
ecutives before attempting to get 
a distribution channel. 

Within a week Seltzer is planning 
to invite representatives of every 
large theatre company to a lunch- 
eon and general showing at the 
Ritz. If the idea does not get a re- 
action from the picture industry, 
Seltzer intends to co-operate with 
the tabloid and make the reel a 48- 
minute program specialty in the five 
theatres with a dime as top admis- 
sion. 

Getting tabloid columnist com- 
mentary on film as well as in type 
is the nucleus of the Seltzer policy. 
Double care to keep away from the 
too obvious or that bordering on 
salacity is being exercised by the 
Seltzer-Sobol newsreel realists. 
Silent film is in the initial policy. 
the talking reporter sound track be- 
ing dubbed in. Seltzer is negotiat- 
ing for a portable sound equipment. 

Official Opposition 
Opposition from official circles in 
the film industry will be the first 
which the Seltzer-Sobol reel will 
experience. According to spokes- 
men a reel of the tab type can never 
hope to get off Broadway so far as 
Haysites are concerned. What the 
indie exhibs of the country do with 
it is another matter, it is agreed. 
Three reasons are given why a 





reel along the lines outlined by 


Seltzer cannot go nationally. Ace 
cording to the overseers, they are: 

1. There is no comparison be- 
tween a reel and a paper. A reader 
can hide away with a paper while 
to get the same benefits from a 
reel he must sit in an open theatre 
with the payees at large. 

2. There is no comparison be- 
tween a reel and the radio. The 
same as stated in No. 1 goes with 
the reel end while the radio is es- 
sentially private and if things it 
says grate on the ears in some 
homes, the same can immediately 
turn to another station. 

3. The child angle. 

Incidentally, the Seltzer idea, 
while conceded to be the first heade 
ed for materialization, is not cone 
sidered original by the ovcorseers 
These point out that bonafide news- 
reels now have sufficient of the 
Seltzer-Sobol material, already 
filmed, on their shelves to supply 
the theatres of the country with 
such a diet for at least six months, 
if called for. 


Behind the Keys 


(Continued from page 17) 


Gladstone in place of Robert Huntef, 
who becomes manager of the Boone 








Springfield, Il. 

Robert Cook, asst. mgr. and treas 
of the Orpheum, summoned to the 
door of his office at midnight Sune 
day, was met by two armed men, 
who forced him to open the vault 
and escaped with $5,000, after bind- 
ing and gagging him. 

Cook told the police the robbers’ 
faces were hidden by masks. 





e Sioux City, Ia. 
Burt Jones, manager for Para- 
mount-Publix in North Platte, Neb., 
ee mgr. of the Princess, this 
city. 


Altamont, Il 
This town went Sunday films last 
week at a special election. 
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‘The Leading and 
Largest 
ACCORDION 
FACTORY 
in the United States 


The only factory that 


makes ang set of Ree 
-made by hand. 


Guerrini & Co. 


277-279 Columbus Ave. 
San Francisco Cal. 
Free Cataloguct 








DOROTHEA ANTEL 


316 W. 72d St., New York City 


The Sunshine Shoppe 
New Assortment of 


CHRISTMAS CARDS READY 
15 Cards in Box—$1.00 Postpaid 
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JOSEPH REGAN DIES 
IN BED IN HOTEL ROOM 


Joseph Regan, 35, lyric tenor, born 
fn Boston, was found dead in bed in 
his room in the Wellington hotel in 
New York, Nov. 9. Immediate cause 
of his demise was attributed to 
cerebral hemorrhage. 

Joe Regan had appeared in legit 
shows, vaude, concert field, and on 
the radio. 

Mr. Regan is survived by his widow, 
Alberta Curlis, who had appeared 
in vaude with him as accompanist. 
Mrs. Regan was out of the city at 
time of her husband’s death, having 
gone to Ohio to visit her mother, 
who is ill. 

The remains were taken to Mal- 
den, Mass., for interment in Holy 
Cross cemetery there. 

of late’ Mr. Regan had been doing 
concert appearances. At one time 
he was under the management of 
Augustus Pitou and starred in sev- 
eral Irish shows, following the split 
between Fiske O’Hara and Pitou. 

It has long been the custom of 
Father Martin O’Malley of St. Vin- 





cent’s church in Los Angeles to 
have prominent singers from the 
east sing at high mass on certain 
Sundays during the year. Mr. 
Regan sang for Father O’Malley. 


He was heard by BPdward H. Do- 
heny, the oil man, who induced 
Regan to study abroad. Regan ac- 
cepted the invitation, with Mr. and 
Mrs. Doheny thereafter personally 
interested in his career, 

To Father O’Connor of. DePaul 
University in Chicago went credit 
for bringing Regan to the attention 
of the professional world. Father 
O’Conner held a deep, solicitous in- 
terest in Regan. He came to New 
York to officiate at the services. 


AMATEUR DIES AS SHE 
SINGS SONG ON STAGE 


Hartford, Conn., Nov. 16. 

Mary <A. McLaughlin, playing 
Desdemona in Othello at the bur- 
lesque and comedy version of 
Shakespeare’s play at the South 
Congregational Church, suddenly 
died of heart disease. The young 
woman was in the midst of her song 
when she sat down in a nearby 
chair, dying instantly. The au- 
dience and actors assumed she was 
making her part more comical and 
allowed her to remain in her chair 
for many minutes until the situation 
became embarassing. 

Curtain was rung down and while 
the church minister offered a prayer 
before the audience, a’ doctor was 
summoned and pronounced her 
dead. 








JIMMY ASHLEY DEAD 


Former Actor and Casting Director 
Suddenly Stricken 





James Wilson Ashley, 48, former 
actor and stage director, but for the 
past 10 years casting director for the 
Max Hart agency, died suddenly of 
heart trouble Nov. 12 in his room, 
109 W. 48th street, that afternoon. 

Ashley appeared -.in. splendid 
health up to the Saturday preced- 
ing his death. He reported at the 
Hart office as usual that day but 
complained of not feeling well and 
went home. 


Two brothers and a sister sur- 
vive. 





In Loving Memory of Our 
Dear Departed © 


MOTHER 


SARAH MORETTE 


Who Died Nov. 20, 1928 
Her Two Daughters 


Anna and Lillian Morette 








LOMULLER 
Mrs. -Elise Huber Lomulier, 
formerly for many years pro- 
prietor of a dressmaking estab- 
lishment in the Times Square 
district, died Novy. 11, after a 
lingering illness, at her resi- 
dence, 74 West Sixty-ninth street. 
She was born in Altanau, Swit- 
zerland, learned dressmaking in 
Paris, and came to New York in 
1885. Her customers were large- 
ly in the theatrical profession. 













MRS. PAUL 





GERARD BARRY DIES 


Young NBC Exec Had Complete 
Nervous Collapse 





Chicago, Nov. 16. 


Gerard Barry, 28, manager of 
NBC’s Chicago band booking de- 
partment, died Friday (13) at St. 
Anthony’s hospital here from a 
heart ailment whose condition had 
been aggravated by a nervous 
breakdown suffered six weeks ago. 
Barry’s entry into the band busi- 
ness was as commercial artists in 
the publicity department of Benson 
Orchestras, Inc. When the latter 
dissolved he and three others Ben- 
son employees entered into a 
partnership and organized Kenn- 
away, Inc., three years ago. 

Early last July when Kennaway 


got together with the National 
Broadcasting unit here on a co- 
operative booking arrangement 


Barry assuméd charge of the net- 
work’s band division. Nine weeks 
after he had stepped into this job 
he was ordered by his doctor to quit 
immediately and take a month’s 


rest. Complete nervous collapse 
soon followed. 

He was born and has always 
lived in Chicago. Besides his 


parents, Mr. and Mrs. David Barry, 
he is survived by a brother, Walter. 
3urial took place today (16) in Mt. 
Carmel cémetery here. 


HOMER LIND DIES; 
WAS VETERAN TENOR 


Homer Lind, actor, died Nov. 11. 
He had been on the stage many 
years, having also appeared in 
cpera in Europe. 

Mr. Lind was born in Washing- 
ton, D. C. He went to Frankfort, 
Germany, when 19 to study music 
and the impression became general 
he was foreign born. 

For years he had appeared in 
vaudeville in a sketch entitled ‘The 
Old Music Master.’ 
Survived by a 
daughters. 





son and two 


— 


Nich. Ceballos, Circus 


Owner, Dead in Brazil 
Hollywood, Nov. 16. 





Nicholas ye Ceballos, South 
American circus owner, died at 


Ibati, Brazil, according to word re- 
ceived in Hollywood by his brother, 
Larry Ceballos, Fanchon & Marco 
stager. 

Ceballos had been a high wire 
performer and appeared with Bar- 
num & Bailey 18 years. His last 
appearance in the U. S. was in 1902. 
In his own circus, he was a partner 
with Tony Lowande. He is survived 
by a wife and daughter. 


Bessie Lee Dies at 27 


Mrs. Billy Stewart, 27, died in 
Hollywood during the week of Nov. 
§ of a cerebral hemorrhage. De- 
ceased, film actress, was known 
professionally as Bessie Lee. 
She is survived by her’ husband, 
Billy Stewart (Stewart and Dakin, 
vaude), two sisters, Ellen and Lila, 
and a brother, Jim. She was the 
daughter of Billy Lee, stage man- 
ager of Ogden, Utah. 

Interment in Brigham, Utah, Nov. 
14, 








Fritz L. Tiden 


Fritz L. Tiden, 54, actor, died in 
Liberty, N. Y., Nov. 12. Interment 
in the Actors’ Fund plot in Ken- 
sico cemetery under auspices of the 
Fund, 

Mr. Tiden has been in the legit for 
years. He had been a member of 
the original ‘When We Were 21’ with 
Nat Goodwin and Maxine Elliott at 
the old Knickerbocker in New York. 
He had also appeared in ‘Sheriock 
Holmes’ with William Gillette and 
‘The Bad Man’ with Holbrook Blinn 
and with Otis Skinner in ‘100 Years 
Old.’ 

Widow and daughter survive. 





FRANCES A. FLANSBURGH 

Frances A. Flansburgh, 58, 
actress, wife of Herbert Flans- 
burgh, Coscob, Greenwich, died in 
Greenwich hospital Nov. 12. 
was born in Indiana. Her hus- 
band, who survives, is also on the 
stage. 

Remains were brought te New 








York for interment. 


NORMA PHILLIPS DIES; 
WAS “MUTUAL GIRL’ 


Norma Phillips, 38, actress, one 
time screen star and known as the 
‘Mutual Girl’ around 1914, and in 
later life appearing in the legit, 
died Nov. 12 of cancer in the Luth- 
eran Hospital, New York, where 
she had been confined three weeks. 
The Actors’ Fund took charge of 
the interment in the Fund plot in 
Kensico Cemetery. Her mother 
survives. 





Miss Phillips’ last stage appear- 
ance was in ‘Five Star Final. She 
had been in the road companies of 
‘The Bat’ and ‘Street Scene. 

A Baltimore girl, Miss Phillips 
was educated in St. Mary’s convent 
in that city. She debutted in mu- 
sical comedy as a chorus girl in 
‘Jumping Jupiter.’ She went to 
London in 1912 and appeared there 
as a principal in the revue, ‘Come 
Over Here.’ 

Upon her return she was placed 
in pictures (silent) by Harry Ait- 
ken, then the head of Triangle Film 
Co. Then she became the ‘Mutual 
Girl,’ starring in a series of one- 
reeled subjects dealing with the 
trials and tribulations of a debu- 
tante in New York. 

After a return to the legit stage 
she announced her retirement to 
become a play broker in New York. 
Three years later she returned to 
the stage and was on the road in 
‘Five Star Final’ when her condition 
forced her to retire. 

She had been married to Robert 
P. Gleckler, actor, whom she di- 
vorced in November, 1929. Gleckler 
married Adelaide Kendall, actress, 
in 1930. 


Helen Curry Kills Self 
With Husband’s Gun 


Helen Curry Buckley, former 
actress, killed herself with her hus- 


band’s revolver early Sunday morn- 
ing near their home at Norwalk, 
Conn. Mrs. Buckley is the daugh- 
ter of Tom Curry, formerly secre- 
tary to the late David Belasco. 


With her husband, Frederick R. 
Buckley, writer of western stories, 
she was returning from a friend’s 
house in their car. Buckley said the 
gun was in his overcoat pocket. She 
removed it apparently without his 
knowledge and he was startled at 
the gun’s discharge. The author 
could give no motive. 


A report Monday stated that po- 
lice believed Mrs. Buckley to have 
been left handed and were curious 
to learn it if was possible for her to 
shoot herself in the right temple. 

The dead woman appeared in 
‘Common Clay’ and ‘The Blue 
Flame’ among other shows. 








John Rucker, Comedian, 
Dies in Washington 


John Rucker, veteran colored 
comedian, died Sunday night (15), 
at 1715 Sixth street, N. W., Wash- 
ington, of cancer. His wife was at 
his bedside. 

Rucker had appeared in many 
Negro musicals and for years was 
in vaude, both as a single and 
working with the comedy teams of 
tucker and Perrin and Rucker and 
Winifred. 

He had played with Williams and 
Walker, Black Patti Troubadors, 
‘Alabama Blossoms,’ Hurtig & Sea- 
mon’s burlesque shows, Mahara’s 
Minstrels and ‘Georgia Minstrels.’ 

Some months ago he was operated 
upon in New York but was never 
able to return to the stage. 


John R. Pierce 


Rochester, Nov. 16. 

John R. Pierce, veteran theatre 
manager, died at his home here last 
week and was buried in Oswego, 
Ma Be 

Back in 1883, when the Lyceum 
theatre was in process of construc- 
tion, Mr. Pierce was appointed as 
its manager and he held that posi- 
tion for 13 years. Following this 








She 


| 


long service he moved to Milwaukee 
and later to Brooklyn, N. Y., having 


charge of theatres in both cities. 
|Some years ago ill health caused 


| 


| 


| 


j}and 


his retirement from active business. 
and he returned to Rochester. 
is survived by his wife, Emma A. 
a daughter, Mrs. William Or- 
ville Doty, of Rochester. 

Pierce was active in civic matters 


iand a life member of Genesee Falls 
| Lodge, F. and A. M. 


He | 


Indian Encampment for 
Chi’s ’33 Fair Okay 
Excepting Finances 


Chicago, Nov. 16. 
Negotiations for the first impor- 
tant concession to be granted for 
the Chicago World’s Fair is under 





way between Col. Fred Cummins 
and the fair committee. Cummings 
would bring an Indian congress, 
composd of 68 different tribes, and 
an exhibit of the massacre of Fort 
Dearborn to the lake front. if and 


when the deal goes through. 

Tentative terms call for Cum- 
mins to do his own building with a 
15% kickback of the profits after 
that. Elks organization here is un- 
derstood to be behind Cummins in 
the venture, agreeing to underwrite 
a $500,000 ticket sale issue. Cum- 
mins intends to incorporate and sell 
stock besides. 

Fair committee admitted the deal 
was on, stating Cummins’ character 
references were okay, but the ques- 
tion of finances still remained to be 
settled. 





Mabel Stark Recovers 


Santa Monica, Calif., Nov. 16. 

Recovering from an operation for 
mastoids, Mabel Stark, animal 
trainer, is at the Santa Monica hos- 
pital. 

Miss Stark, who has a cat act 
with the Al G. Barnes circus, was 
first troubled with the ailments in 
July, but waited until the end of 
the season for the operation. 





Morris Waxman Dies 
Of Heart Attack in L. A. 


Los Angeles, Nov. 16. 

Morris D. Waxman, 55, Jewish 
Shakespearean actor and founder of 
the Jewish Art Theatre in London, 
died here Nov. 10 of heart disease. 

Waxman came to this country 
two years ago to play in ‘Dybbuk.’ 
He is survived by his wife. Inter- 
ment in Los Angeles. 


Mr. and Mrs. Moulton Dead 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Moulton were 
killed Friday in the fall of an ele- 
vator in a burning Hollywood 
apartment building. 

Reported to have been the pa- 
rents of Harold Moulton, New York 
legit player, last known to be with 
Eva Le Gallienne’s repertory co. 








LILLIAN CLARK DIES 


Lillian Clark, 22, chorus girl, died 
Nov. 9 of tuberculosis. 

She was working in a New York 
show when she became ill and was 
forced to go to the mountains near 
Liberty, N. Y. 

She had appeared in a number 
of Broadway shows including 
‘Show Boat.’ 





Tierney, Cutter, Dies 
Hollywood, Nov. 16, 
Florence Tierney, 30, for five 
years film cutter with Harold Lloyd, 
died Nov. 8 in Hollywood hospital. 
Her mother survives. 





MAX FEHRMAN 

Max Fehrman, 63, actor, living 
in the Percy Williams Home for 
several years, died in the Bruns- 
wick Home at Amityville, L. I., Nov. 
10. 

Mr. Fehrman was born in Berlin 
in 1852 and came to the U. S. 1868. 
He had appeared in support of 
Roland Reed and Milton Nobles for 
many years and later had been in 
vaude in a sketch, ‘Uncle Isaac.’ He 
had also appeared in burlesque. 

He is survived by his wife and 
son. 

Remains cremated. 


A. C. Raleigh 
A. C. Raleigh, 54, for 15 years in 
theatre publicity for 10, of which 
heading staff of Jensen-von Herberg 
in Seattle, died Nov. 8, following a 
serious illness of several weeks, 

Mr. Raleigh formerly in news- 
paper work, also recently manager 
for Fox West Coast houses in Olym- 
pia, coming to Liberty theatre about 
eight months ago. 

Six years ago while with Jensen- 
von Herberg he married Hazel Ben- 
}son. Widow and two children sur- 


, ate 
| vive. 





| Earle S. Nesbitt, 45, former ex- 
hibitor and publicity man, died Nov 
i> in Kansas City. 








JGHNSON RODEO 
BOSTON SMASH 
AT $127,000 


—____ 


Nov. 


Johnson's 


16. 


rodeo, 


Boston, 
Col, We We 


| brought to Boston’s Madison Square 





4 


all 


week, 


brok e 


Dick 


attendance 


Garden by Dunn, 


records for last 


closing Saturday night with a gross 


of $127,000 for eight days. Dunn, 
who has brought life to the Gar- 
den for the first season since its 


erection, has signed Johnson for an- 
nual appearances over the next five 
years. 

The Garden had been operating 
on a hit or miss policy depending 
on weekly fights to carry the loaa. 
The spot has a $2,000 daily over- 
head and for the first time it looks 
as though it might get out of the 
red this season. 


Rodeo opened Friday night (6) to 


$7,381, jumped to $15,000 the fol- 
lowing day, skipped Sunday and 
struck its high on Armistice Day 


with $26,000 for matinee and night. 
Attendance included a big percent- 
age of children who were admitted 
to reserved and box seats at half 
price. A $1 to $2 scale was in ef- 
fect. 

According to men who were with 
the rodeo in Chicago and New York, 
the Boston business was more than 
twice as great as Chicago's for a 
nine-day engagement and exceeded 
New York by a good margin for the 
same number of performances, 





CIRCUS MEN INDICTED 


Nobles and Sinnott of Robbins’ Cire 
cus Named by Grand Jury. 





Birmingham, Nov. 16. 


Indictments have been returned 
against Ralph Nobles and Earl Sin- 
nott of Robbins Brothers Circus in 
connection with the death of John 
Smith, Negro roustabout with the 
show, by the Mobile Grand Jury. 
Indictments charged assault to 
murder. 

The Grand Jury has been prob- 
ing the cases of several laborers 
with the circus who were kicked off 
the show train 11 miles out of Mo- 
bile after the show had closed for 
the season. John Smith, negro, was 
one of them. 

In a hospital he made a dying 
statement accusing Nobles as the 
person who shoved him off the mov- 
ing train causing his head to strike 
against a railroad signal post. Along 
with 24 other laborers he walked 
11 miles into Mobile, bleeding from 
cuts and bruises. His death was 
due to injuries received when his 
head struck the post. 

A Negro Masonic fraternity, of 
which Smith was a member, has 
taken up the search with local offle 
cials for Nobles and Sinnott. 





Confesses to Murder 


Mobile, Ala., Nov. 16. 

James O'Dell, giving his residence 
as Missouri and traveling with the 
Nasser Carnival Company, surren- 
dered to Chief of Police McGilvary 
at Keufaula, Ala., and is under ar- 
rest on a charge of murder. 

O'Dell admitted that he had killed 
Chuck Connors at Blountstown, 
Fla., by shooting him. Conners, he 
told the chief, was also connected 
with the show, 

O’Dell claims that he killed Con- 
ners in self-defense. 





Elephant Brings $200 


Portland, Ore., Nov. 16. 

Tusko, the state’s elephant, said 
to be the largest in America and 
formerly owned by Al Barnes circus, 
was auctioned at the state capital 
and sold to Harry Plant for $209. 
Auction two days previously got a 
high bid of only $2 for the two tons 
of hay-burning elephant. 

Pachyderm was left at the state 
fair by T. H. Eslick several months 
ago. Eslick claimed he didn’t own 
it, so the state bought hay. Then 
kept on buying hay. Creditors laid 
laims against the elephant and the 
sheriff auctioned it off. 

Harry Plant, the new elephant 
owner, is matchmaker of the Salem 
boxing commission and plans to ex- 
hibit the beast. 
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¢ —— Produceal for LOEW'S DeLUXE THEATRES, 


the legitimate and vaudeville since 1924 
opens at the:Capitol, New York Nov.20 in'Holidays* 


Ce 


HIT AFTER HIT! 
MANY thankstothe \NEEK AFTER WEEK! 


Producers, Managers 3 = a os . : 
and Agents forther ARECORD ACHIEVEMENT! 
kind offers:... 

Offices located at 


1697 Broadway, 
NEW YORK 
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